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Moola Comes Over 


the Mountain 


In Kate Smith's $6,000,000 TV Take 





NBC television’s expensive gam- +? 


ble on daytime television with the 
hour-long, cross-the-board “Kate 
Smith Show” is paying off in a way 
that may open up a whole new 
concept of selling daytime video. 
Program, which could have cost 


the web close to $6,500,000 a year | 


for time and talent if sponsors had 
turned it down, by this week had 
11 different bankrollers pacted for 
18 of its 20 available 15-minute 
segments. With other bankrollers 
now rapping at its door to get in, 
NBC hopes to achieve a complete 
sellout by the week’s end. As of 
now it represents $6,000,000 in an- 
nual billings. 

New concept is that of selling 
such a show on a participating 
basis. NBC exec veepee Sylvester | 
L. (Pat) Weaver had inaugurated 
the same idea on the web’s big 
“Saturday Night Revue” and suc- 
ceeded in selling out a show that 
would have been too expensive for 
one or two advertisers to sponsor. 
Recognizing that there would be 
even more sponsor reluctance to 
pick up the tab on a daytimer, 
Weaver gave his salesmen the go- 
ahead on the participating setup. 
While some of the bankrollers on 
the Smith program are top-spend- 
ing advertisers, the fact that many 
newcomers have also bought in in-| 
dicates, according to web execs, 
that the idea will provide a chance 
for clients who don’t have too 
heavy budgets to get into video. 

Sponsors pay $85,000-$90,000 for 


(Continued on page 54) 





‘Jessel Glorified Jock 
In Planned New Airers 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

George Jessel cut a recording 
over the weekend for the proposed 
“George Jessel Time” packaged by | 
Don Davis in quarter-hour seg- 
ments for airing three times week- 
ly. Jessel tells nostalgic stories 
about show biz personalities as 
lead-in to records identified with 
his subject, making him a glorified 
platter-pusher in effect. 

Audition disk deals with Al Jol- 
son. It was cut at ABC, giving the 
net first refusal on a package buy. 


TV Legiter As 
Bway Tryout 


Last Friday night’s (1) Ford 
Theatre TV presentation of Zoe 
Akins’ “Another Darling’ set 
something of a precedent for show 
business, with the hour production 
representing a tryout for a pro-| 
jected Broadway legit entry. 

Singular aspect was that the TV 
version, adapted by Nancy Moore, 
went out over the CBS video lanes 
simultaneously with its perform- | 





,ance last week by the Cincinnati | 
| Civic Theatre at the Cincinnati Art| 


| Museum. 


Touring ‘Pacific’ Biggest 
Legit Earner in Years; 


6506 Profit in 26 Weeks 

Touring company of “South Paci- | 
fic’ is believed to be the highest- 
profit legit production in many 
years. It earned an operating net 
of almost $200,900 during October, 
including nearly $64,100 for a sin- | 
gle week in Dallas, when the gross 
reached $112,000. The show had 
amassed a total profit of over $647,- 
900 as of Oct. 28, in a 26-week run. 
The original Broadway company, 
which had played 80 weeks by then, 
had netted the sum of $671,900 as 
of the same date. 


For the week ending Oct. 28, 
Split between Dallas and Omaha, 
the road company grossed over 
$88,900, on which it made an op- 
erating profit of more than $44,200. 
It paid theatre rental of $15,100 
for the week and included in the 
company expense of almost $29,600 
were $8,200 company payroll, $1,- 
500 for musicians, $1,800 for com- 
pany crew, $8,892 author royalties, 
and $2,200 director royalty. 

Other company expense items in- 
cluded almost $560 for wardrobe 
attendants and dressers, $550 for 
Stage managers, $550 for company 
and general managers, $250 for 
pressagent, $100 scenic designer 
royalty, $150 for rental of electri- 


(Continued on page 62) 


potential backers 


| Aldrich & Myers have an option 
ion the legit play, but not the TV 


rights. The legit producers and 
“screened” the 
show’s legit possibilities on the 


basis of the TV adaptation. 








‘Korean Circuit’ Route 
Cancelled by War Dept. ' 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
In view of the critical military 
situation in Korea, the Danny Kaye 
and Edward G. Robinson troupes 
slated to entertain troops in Korea 
have been cancelled. Kaye was to 
have teamed «with N. Y. Giants’ 
manager Leo Durocher and the 
Dunhills for a jaunt of the fighting 
fronts starting in January. Robin- 
son was to have left this month. 
Order calling off the trips came 
from Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 
It’s not likely that any top enter- 
tainers will be called upon by the | 
Pentagon to entertain GIs in the | 
war theatres until the U. S. mili- | 
tary picture gets better. Military | 
officials had been seeking names 
for trips to Korea for some time. 
The Kaye and Robinson Korean 
jaunts were to have been the first 
big top names singe those played | 
by Bob Hope and the late Al Jol- 
son. Jack Benny had been slated 
to tour the area, but had to call off 
the trip on advice of his medico 
Kaye and Durocher had previous- 
ly teamed on an entertainment tour 
of the Pacifiz avca under USO- 
Camp Shows auspices. 


| 


‘DIGGEAT TAKE 


N To HoT ORY 


| Presaging television’s upbeat to 
| Tin Pan Alley, the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers will rack up the big- 
gest take in its 36 years’ history. 
When all performance fees are 
collected, the 1950 music melon 














should hit $11,000,000. 
Considering the loss of $1,- 
250,000 in picture theatre rev- 


enues under last year’s adverse 
decision by Judge Vincent L. Lei- 
bell, in N. Y. Federal district 


court, and the downbeat of radio, | 


the $11,000,000 peak gross is the 
more remarkable. The music men 
envision $15-$20,000,000 in a mat- 
ter of years. 

Despite the seai-tax loss from 
the picture houses, current nego- 
tiations directly with the film pro- 
ducers should see $750,000-$1,- 
000,000 in direct synchronization 
film licenses on Hollywood produc- 
tions. 

Breakdown of ASCAP’s_ take 
shows that radio is still the most 
important source of revenue by 
far. Despite the inroads of tele- 
vision, radio will shell out approxi- 
mately $8,000,000 in performance 
fees this year. This will be about 
$500,000 more than received from 
the AM broadcasters in 1949. 

Television, meantime, is rapidly 
building up as the second major 
user of music. While ASCAP re- 


ceived virtually nothing from TV | 
last year, the take from video in, 


1950 is expected to hit $1,000,000. 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Powerful Interests 


ASCAP’S $11,000,000 FOR 1950 


Back Ex-Nazis 


Seeking to Control German Pix Biz 


+ 
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Radio Shows Now Serving 
As Legit Attractions 


A new source of material for 
plays targeted at stock companies 
is being developed by Samuel 
French, drama publishing outfit. 
Company is putting out plays based 


‘on radio shows. Initialer, published 


recently, is a dramatization of the 
airer “Crime Photographer.” 


Also being released by. French 


‘are two works by James Reach, 


both based on radio programs. 
These are “My Friend Irma” and 
“People Are Funny.” 





Loom Upward 


Although starting later than an- | 
ticipated, disk and sheet music 
sales zoomed sharply upwards this 
week as the Christmas market be- 
gan opening up. Normal holiday 
pickup begins immediately after 
Thanksgiving, and platter com-!| 
panies, in particular, believe that 
loss of a week will result in a last- 
minute rush of sales. If such a 
jam-up takes place, it’s feared that 
it will be difficult for the distribs 
to get enough of the right records 
to the right outlets in time. 

The gale which swept the east- 
ern seaboard last week is seen as 
a contributing factor in delaying 
the Christmas pickup. 


Rise in sales is being felt across 


Utilizing the development of | the board with the current pops as 


long-play disks, a new outfit, the | well as the Xmas songs sharing in 
Record Book Society, has been | 
formed with the aim of putting | 
\literary classics on wax. 


Initial | 


the gravy. Among the pops, “Ten- 
nessee Waltz” is heading the field 
in both sheet and disk form while 


work in its library, already pro-| “Rudolph, the Red Nosed Rein- 


cessed, is the New Testament, | 
which runs 10 hours on 10 long-| among the Xmas entries. 


play platters. 
Disks are being pressed by Wag- 


ner-Nichols Recording Co., which | 


has developed a super micro-groove 
record which permits a full-hour 
of material to run on a :0-inch 
disk. Radio and legit actor Alex- 
ander Scourby narrated the Bibli- 
cal text. Record Book Society is 
operating on a subscription basis. 











Asa’s Stand-in for Jolie 

Three-year-old Asa Jolson 
will receive the Civilian Or- 
der of Merit posthumously 
awarded his foster father, Al 
Jolson, tomorrow morning 
(6) at the Pentagon. Jolson’s 
widow, Erle, who arrived in 
Washington this evening with 
young Asa, will be on hand 
for the presentation. 

Presentation will be made 
by General George C. Mar- 
shall, U. S. Secretary of De- 
fense. The award was taken 
up with the White House and 
approved there. 


deer” is maintaining its leadership | 
“Frosty 


|'the Snow Man,” a new holiday 
, tune, is also showing up strongly. Costume, N.Y., making them. 


to start shooting 


By GEORGE F. GAAL 


Frankfurt, Dec. 5. 

Powerful state, financial and in- 
dustrial interests have allied them- 
selves with former top Nazi picture 
executives in an attempt to start 
a giant film monopoly—patterned 
on the Nazi state-owned UFA com- 
bine—before the end of this year. 
Reports reaching western officials 
to this effect indicate that this 
monopoly group is attempting to 
regain control of the 50,000,000 
marks ($12,000,000) UFA _ em- 
pire, decreed to be sold at auc- 
tion by the Allied High Commis- 


‘sion next summer. 


Available information indicated 


that by manipulation it will be able 
‘to evade High Commission anti- 
ltrust laws and thus could become 


a critical threat to the recouping 
independent industry. Outfit is 


‘planned to be formed in the Ruhr 


state of North Rhine-Westphalia 
(Continued on page 62) 





Par Helps Foot Bill 


For Ringling Costumes 
In DeMille Pic Tieup 


Sarasota, Fla., Dec. 5. 

Costumes for Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey circus next sea- 
son will be the most elaborate in 
the show’s history—thanks to Para- 
mount. Studio is footing a large 
part of the bill, since the costumes 
will be used in Cecil B. DeMille’s 
pic built around RB-B&B, “The 
Greatest Show on Earth.” 

Part of the deal calls for de- 


_livery of the costumes to the ocir- 


cus’ winter quarters in Sarasota, 
Fla., by Jan. 15, instead of the 
normal April date. DeMille plans 
in Sarasota at 
that time with some of the acts 
and crew of the show plus stars 
Betty Hutton, Dorothy Lamour, 
Lucille Ball and James Stewart. 
Costumes will run to about $200,- 
0Uu0. They’re being done by legit 
designer Miles White, with Brooks 
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Under the Direction of 
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Local Film Bluenosing Tossed Again 
At Supreme Ct. But Via TY This Time 


Washington, Dec. 5. 

The Supreme Court was asked 
today (Tues.) to decide whether tel- 
evised motion pictures are subject 
to censorship by states. 

If the High Court should accept 
jurisdiction, it would probably go 
a long way in its opinion toward 
deciding the question of whether 
motion pictures shown in theatres 
must continue to be subject to state 
and local censorship boards. 
appeal was brought by 
Board of Motion 
after the U. S. 
district court of eastern Pennsyl- 
vania and the 3rd circuit court 
ot appeals had both ruled that the 
state censors had no control over 
video programs, even when they 
are films. 

Fighting the censorship board 
are five TV operators in Pennsyl- 
vania—Allen B. DuMont Labora- 
tories, Inc., with a station in Pitts- 
burgh; Philco, WCAU, Inc., and 
Triangle Publications, all with sta- 
tions in Philadelphia, and WGAL, 
Inc., located in Lancaster. 

Oddly enough, this is the second 

(Continued on page 61) 


Durante Gets NBC-TV 
Carte Blanche Deal To 
Allow Nitery Dates, Etc. 


Today's 
the Pennsylvania 
Picture Censors 





NBC prexy Joe McConnell has 
given Jimmy Durante carte 
bianche “to do anything you 


piease” as regards the number ot 
TV monthly shows the comedian 
vill do on the Wednesday night 
“Four-Star Revue.” The Schnoz 
Was committed to “eight or nine” 
but wants to cut it down, depend- 
ing on his urge to do a picture, 
take on a nitery chore, and the 
like. Durante’s package calls for 
$50.000 per. 

The Copacabana, N. Y., is par- 
ticularly in need of the Schnoz's 
boxoffice succor due to (1) Phil 
Silvers’ failure to hold up current- 
ly, and (2) a booking jam which 
Danny Thomas may be able to re- 
solve. Durante comes in Jan. 4 

(Continued on page 61) 
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Fairbanks’ Truman Talk 

airbanks’ T Tal 
Washington, Dec. 5. 

Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
ington for several days, 
President Truman last week to 
make “another peripatetic report 
on my operations in Europe.” 
Fairbanks told newsmen that he 
comes back to Washington and re- 
the President every few 
“after every trip.” He 
‘nicks up odd jobs to do 
from the embassies.” 

Asked on whose behalf he went 
he said he was making his 
vicepresident of the 
Assn. 


called on 


ports to 
months 


} 


ud he 


abroad, 
report as 
United Nations 


Maggi McNellis Exits TV 
‘Search’—Wants More 


Time for Personal Life - 


Interference with her marital life 
is causing Maggi McNellis to bow 
out of the Vim-Motorola “Talent 
Search” (NBC) after Dec. 18 and 
concentrate on “Leave It to the 
Girls,” the Sunday night NBC show | 
of which she is moderator. “Girls” | 
is a comparatively “easy” show be- 
cause it’s at 7 p.m. and permits her 
the major portion of the evening 
off. For the same reason of an 
hour she will take on “Say 
It With Acting” Jan. 6, with Bud 
Collyer captaining the challenging 
charades team, on Saturdays at 6:30 
p.m. That also leaves her the major 
portion of the evening free. Miss 
MeNellis will continue her thixd 
show, the “Somerset Maugham 
Theatre” (CBS) on Wednesdays. 

Miss MeNellis is married to 
Clyde Newhouse, who inherited the 
Newhouse Art Galleries, New York. 
He would prefer he to do a day- 
time TV show instead. She is 
currently talking a 3-a-week day- 
time series which, if it materializes, 
would displace almost her entire 
nighttime video 
which are her personal preference. 

TV femcee is continuing on ‘‘Tal- 

‘Continued on page 61) 





“easy” 
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WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 
En Route to Cuba 
Opening Dec. 8 
Ringling Bros., Barnum and 
Bailey Circus 
Havana, Cuba 


Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Camp Shows Mulls 


Wartime Status 


Plans have been set for Veter- 
ans Hospital Camp Shows to re- 
sume its wartime status. VHCS 
board passed a resolution calling 
for the organization to drop 
Veterans Hospital tag and operate 
as Camp Shows, Inc 

With the change, it will again 
be possible to function wherever 
soldier entertainment is necessary 
instead of restricting to patients 
in Army, Navy and Veterans Ad- 
ministration hospitals. 

CS is still in the process of re- 
activization. Expansion will de- 
pend greatly on the Korean situa- 








—dach Lait's 
: All in the 


| HE SPORADIC TRICKLE of actors discernible in New York as of 
IT today is a pitiful remnant of the glory era. 

| When Broadway meant my way of life I knew more performers by 
their first names than there are altogether now. 

I wasn’t stage-struck then. I didn’t court the professionals because 
they were especially glamorous. I, too, was “in the business,” as a 
playwright, a critic, a tradepaper reporter. And I reveled in a world 
of its own, “the stage.” 


Family | 





There is a slight swell in employment of “flesh” actors with the rise 
of television. But that isn’t perceptible in the outer reaches of the 


spiral which spun and spanned out to create that agglomeration of art, 
ham, snobbery, temperament, egotism and egocentricity which we un- 
derstood, and which we generically called “us.” 

We were distinctive in dress, viewpoint and gragarious exclusiveness. 

During “the season” we hummed. Every infinitesimal item of gossip 
was magnified into vast importance. We constituted the biggest and 
most sophisticated village on earth. 

In summer, the members, even the poorer ones, scattered around 
Long Island, also in communities of their own kind. There they made 
believe they enjoyed resting, a dip in the ocean, a drive through rural 
roads. But all that was boresome. What they lived for was gathering 
together at night to discuss each other and the others, to plan and 


mull the forthcoming activities after Labor Day, to show off before 
the natives in impromptu “benefit”? entertainments where they could 


indulge all the whimsical ambitions which directors and stage-managers 
proscribed in paid appearances. 

To lay up nuts for the summer, many took so much every working 
week, bought postal money-orders made out to themselves with it, and 
mailed them faithfully to some address where they would be inviolate 
until the lay-off period. 


URING THE BROADWAY fraternized in 


months they their own 
clubs, restaurants, speakeasies and side-street hotels, which were 
myriad. No Waldorf for even the tew who could afford such luxury; 


in that atmosphere they would have been lonesome and homesick. 

Even the chorus people flocked together, generally with a sprinkling 
of musicians. Many a cutie who was offered dates shrugged them off; 
she would rather hang around the drugstores, beaneries and hole-in- 
the-wall beer-joints where she would be among p’fessionals, where she 
could be understood when she talked shop—told what a mean so-and-so 
the leading lady was, and what a back-busting rehearsal schedule her 
“turkey” had. 

If she went out with a man who wasn’t in show business he was a 
“John,” a sucker and an alien. The weird things he thought, said and 
did would make material for the boys and girls next night, when they 
could gab with those who were in the know and shared their senti- 
ments. 


The Broadway sidewalks in the ‘40s swarmed with actors and their 





associates—writers, composers, press agents, company managers, score- 
arrangers, advance-men and bookers. 
The southeast corner of Seventh avenue and 47th street was the 


concentration point of the vaudevillians; the northeast corner for bur- 


tion, but in all events, it is hold- lesquers; Shubert Alley, back of the Hotel Astor, pet huddle-spot of 
ing itself in readiness. the “legits.” 
———— They all streamed in and out of the Variety office, where many got 
Plan Revamped USO their mail, and which was the heart of the Riatto. 
Washington, Dec. 5. Now that sort of mingling together is past. The esprit of a sui 


revamped United 
Service Organizations, to take over 
recreation and amusement for the 
armed forces in the current crisis, 
is in the making. 

Harvey Firestone, Jr., head of 
USO since its legal reactivation last 
January, has appointed a commit- 
tee of nine to study the situation 
and make recommendations. Their 
report is due at a meeting sched- 
uled for New York “ity on Feb. 7. 
The committee, appointed last 
week, included one rep of each of 
the six USO member groups — 
YMCA, YWCA, Jewish Welfare 

(Continued on page 62) 


A revitalized, 





-BERGMAN-ROSSELLINI 
TO MAKE PIC IN FRANCE 


Rome, Dec. 5. 

Marking her first film since 
RKO’s “Stromboli,” Ingrid Berg- 
man will star in a picture to be 
made in Paris next February, ac- 
cording to a spokesman for her 
husband, Roberto Rosseltini. Dis- 
closure took local industry circles 
by surprise inasmuch as the ac- 


tress at one time declared that me | 


generis world within a world has evaporated. 


2 RE IS NO “ROAD” to speak of, therefore no other cities where 

the traveling troupes huddle together and set up little Broadways, 
and where members of thé select circles come, and go, and are re- 
placed by others, who are hailed with “Da-a-rling!” and “You old son 
of a gun!” 

Hollywood has inherited some, but by no means all of the tradition. 
The colony there is comparatively small, and as the older ones die or 
retire, the newcomers, who have never been exposed to the inbred 
Broadway method of life, never adopt it. 

The veteran stars, most of them from New York, visit one another 
at their gaudy mansions and talk of Manhattan as “home.” The palms 
and the swimming pools still seem unreal to them, and transitory. 

I don’t get on Broadway a dozen times a year now. The old night- 
‘club habit I have long since abandoned. I no longer write for the 
stage and I am determined that I never shall again. There is too 
much grief with it now, and so little reward except money, which I 
can earn in more pleasant ways, in view of what the ways of old have 
become. 

Columnists still wrap their paragraphs around something they call 

“Broadway.” But they know there isn’t any such thing any more. 


_ (Reprinted from N. Y. _ Mirror, by permission. ) 
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Merit Awards to Helen Hayes, Sauter, 
Lastfogel for Vets’ Hospital Shows 


. Washington, Dec. 5. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





had no plans to resum’ her pro-| | ow 

: I | ‘ volunteers who have con- 
fessional career. Sia J 

Picture will be called ‘Europe Only One Studio Exec Preise A yg bring enter- 
1951.” Rossellini will both produce |  shosnatiout “the . sunt oe 
and direct. Although the venture Called Her Broadcast country will be 


is to be lensed in France, it is to be | 


an Italo-French production. Financ- 
ing has been arranged privately by 


cited for their efforts by the Vet- 
erans’ Administration Thursday 
(7). 


Destructive, Sez Hedda 


French and Italian interests. Hollywood, Dec. 5. Those who will trek to Washing- 

Rossellini held confabs on the  Columnist-radio spieler Hedda '0" to receive Awards of Merit 
project with French associates dur-. Hopper admitted she started a from Omer W_ Clark, Deputy Ad- 
ing his recent trip to Paris, but the tempest with Bette Davis broad- ™!Jstrator of the Veterans’ Ad- 


deal wasn’t consummated until 


last week. 





Active Show Peuple 
Wooed by Army Unit 


A pitch for a limited number of 
potential draftees in the N. Y. area, 
actively engaged in show business, 
to coniinue with their professions 
in an Army reserve unit is being 
made by the 306th Army Special 


Service unit. Enlistment in the 
group is also open to vets. Show 
business categories include per- 
forming, writing, lighting and 
makeup. 

Information pertaining to the 


operation is being supplied by 


_ Capt. Nicholas Giordano, Recruit- 
‘ing Officer for the division. 


ministration, are: Abe Lastfogel, 
chairman of the Board of Directors 
of Veterans’ Hospital Camp Shows, 
Inc., and guiding light of USO- 
Camp Shows since its inception; 


cast last week, but claimed “only 
| one studio executive called it de- 
| structive criticism.” Her interview 
|with Erie Johnston, prez of the 
Motion Picture Assn. of America, 





will be aired next week. 
Commenting on the Davis inci- 
dent, Miss Hopper said her inten- 
tion is to show only the better side 
of Hollywood, and any studio head 
is invited to come on her program 
if he has a gripe to air. Her taped 


| interview with Johnson was post- 


poned after he reportedly 
her to hold off his “important mes- 
sage” until the heat cooled from 
previous week's show, when she 
blasted the studios for their han- 
dling of young stars. She avoided 
further criticism of film industry 


asked 


Sunday by taking off on gambler 
| Mickey Cohen, \ 


James Sauter prexy of Veterans’ 
Hospital Camp Shows; Helen 
Hayes, head of the American Thea- 
tre Wing; and Caroline Wither- 
spoon, independent entrepeneur of 
hundreds of individual hospital 
stints, 

Awards wil) serve to highlight 
an anticipated step-up of Vet 
Hospital entertainment necessitated 
by the inevitable increase of pa- 
tients as current crop of war 
casualties are transferred from 
regular service medical centers. Al- 
though the VA recreational pro- 
gram has been an outstanding ex- 


(Continued on. page 63) 
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Zenith Must Untie Legal Knots 
With Major Cos. to Get Test Pix 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Zenith Radio has discovered that 
there are considerably greater le- 
gal problems in putting feature 
pictures on the air than merely the 
okay of the studio that produced 
them. Getting these knots untied 
is what’s currently holding up the 
test of Zenith’s Phonevision sys- 
tem, which was slated to get un- 
derway last Friday (1). 


Although it has the go-sign from 
every company but 20th-Fox for 
use of their product on the air, 
Zenith will be delayed anywhere 
from several days to several weeks 
in getting the other clearances nec- 


essary. It is trying to set up a pro- 


gram of 90.pix to be used daily in 
the test of the home _ boxoffice 


+ 





video gadget in the Chicago terri- 


tory. 


ticipate in the experiment, prexy 
Spyros Skouras declared last week: 
“The only tie between television 
and films should be in the thea- 
tres.” Nevertheless, execs of other 
pic companies opined this week 


that Skouras ‘‘may soon be going | 


along.” 

All the other majors and minors 
were nudged into providing prod- 
uct for the test by the Dept. of 
Justice, to which Zenith prexy Eu- 
gene F. McDonald appealed via his 
attorney, Burton K. Wheeler, who 
as a U.S. senator from Montana, is 


Explaining 20th’s refusal to par- | 


Mulvey, Grinieff 





‘edited with fathering the Federal | ; 
ee ee |in the trade since last Friday (1) | 
| associating them with United Art-| 


Communieations Act. 

Zenith was under the impression 
it had pretty well cleared its hur- 
dles away when, after getting pro- 
ducer okays, it succeeded in mak- 
ing a deal with James C. Petrillo, 
prexy of the American Federation 
of Musicians, for using original 
soundtracks on the air. Actually, 
however, the Phonevision outfit 


(Continued on page 4) 


Extend Johnston 





Pact Five Years 


Eric A. Johnaston’s contraet as 
president of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, which still had 
three years to run, yesterday 
(Tues.) was extended five years by 
the MPAA board, bringing the new 
expiration date to 1958. 

Board action, in effect, was ratifi- 
cation of the premature renewal. 
It had been approved last week, 
with the forma! finalization having 
taken place yesterday. 

Unlike the first extension of 
Johnston’s original employment 
pact in 1946, after he had been 
with the MPAA for a year, the 
new extension was not accom- 
panied by any reports or trade ru- 
mors of lack of confidence in John- 
ston. Latter, said to be @ long- 
range planner, simply wanted to 
know where he stood and MPAA 
board answered with the pact, 
which runs to 1958. Terms are the 


Si idi alary of | : 
ome, SCGveEnS Ses & Sueety | which authorizes American film 


$100,000 annually, plus expenses. 





Universal President 


N. J. Blumberg 


is an advocate of 


More Work and Less 
Prophesy 


as he reprises his credo of 


Everyone a ‘Committee of One' 
to Plug Pix 


*»- * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 














| marginal 


\ subject. 





Deny Reports Of 
Their UA Tieup 


James A. Mulvey in San Fran- 
cisco and Jacques Grinieff in New 
York both flatly denied yesterday 
(Tuesday) the widespread reports 


ists. Mulvey told Variety for quo- | 
tation that he was not going with 
UA as president or in any other | 


| role. 


| 





Johnston joined MPAA in 1945, 


under a five-year pact. Year later 
there were strong rumors in the 
trade that the org’s board was un- 
happy with the association. The 
rumors were met with extension of 
that original pact to 1953. 


Skouras, Lichtman To 
Coast for Zanuck Gab 


After a week’s delay, 20th-Fox 
prez Spyros P. Skouras and veepec 
Al Lichtman left for the Coast over 
the weekend. Duo will huddle with 
production veepee Darryl F. Zan- 
uck and other studio execs for 10 
days to two weeks before return- 
ing to the homeoffice. 


Twentieth veepee and eastern 





'been apathetic on the proposal, 


Grinieff admitted that he has| 
been negotiating for a number of | 
weeks a deal that would put him | 
into the UA picture, but said it} 
was far from consummation. | In 
the interim, another group has 
popped up in California with a 
proposal to take control ef the 
company, and negotiations are now | 
going on in that quarter. 

At the same time, as affairs of 
the distrib continued to get more— 
crucial, attorneys for UA produc-| 
ers met on the Coast Monday, 
afternoon (4) to discuss ways and | 
means of protecting their clients’ | 
interests in released and un- 
released pictures. Outcome of the 
session may result in immediate | 
litigation against UA which could | 
carry the company to the brink of | 
bankruptcy, one producer admitted 
in Hollywood Monday night. 

The legal get-together was co- 
incidental with the flood of rumors 
concerning the Mulvey-Grinieff 
deal. 
neuvering to gain a foothold in 
UA, has proposed the possibility 
of Mulvey stepping into the top 
position. Mulvey, president of) 
Samuel Goldwyn Productions, has 


promising to show real interest 
(Continued on page 18) 


ANGLO-U. $. ACCORD 
INKED IN NEW YORK 


Anglo-American film agreement, 








companies to remit annually $17,- 
000,000 of their earnings in Britain, 
was formally inked in New York 


'yesterday (Tues.) by reps of the 
| British government and the U. 5. 


film industry. Rupert G. Somervell, 


|under secretary for the British 


Board of Trade, signed for Britain, 
while Ellis G. Arnall, prez of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 


| ture Producers, and Eric Johnston, 


studio rep Joseph H. Moskowitz, | 


meanwhile, returned to the h.o. 
Monday (4), after several weeks’ 
conferences with studio officials. 


| 


head of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America, were the Yank signa- 
tories. 

Negotiated in London early this 
summer by Arnall and Johnston, 
in association with British govern- 


ment officials, the one-year pact be- 


came effective as of Oct. 1. Aside 
from the $17,000,000, the treaty | 
also establishes special bonus ar-— 
rangements under which American 
companies may increase their dol-_ 
lar remittances through film pro- | 
duction in Britain and distribution 


of British pictures in the ws 


hemisphere. 


PICTURES . 





PRICE HIKE VS. ATTENDANCE DIP 





MANY CLOSINGS Potential Buyers Mount for RKO 
Control; Brandt Group in New Try 


QUAVEY REVEALS 


Can exhibitors safely raise their 


/admission prices to compensate for 


the general attendance dip suf- 
fered during recent weeks? Or will 
a hike in ticket tabs result in 
scaring more potential customers 


‘away from the boxoffice and so 


force still more theatres to shut- 


| ter? 
Those are the questions confront- | 
|ing theatre operators this week, in 
ithe face of generally drab b.o. 
| conditions 


around the _ country, 
which have forced a number of 
houses to close down. 
Round-robin survey of key cities 
conducted by VARIETY reveals 
sharply-divided opinions on _ the 
While the Fox-West Coast 
circuit, for one, has found that 
boosting prices has .ot hurt at- 
tendance but has resulted in big- 
ger grosses, exhibs in the majoriiy 
of territories scanned by VARIETY 
still fear to hike their prices. 
F-WC’s increase in admission 
scales was taken in the face of sub- 
sequent-run shutterings in the Los 


| Angeles territory. In Chicago, on 


the other hand, the very fact that a 
number of marginal houses were 
forced to go dark has convinced ex- 
hibs that it would be unwise to at- 
tempt boesting prices at this time. 
In St. Louis, while several the- 
atres have upped their scales, a 
number of exhibs are staying open 
only in hopes of being able to sell 


(Continued on page 22) 





Par Advance Coin Gives 
Texas Oilmen Their Coin 
On Greshler’s ‘At War’ 


Group of Texas oilmen who 
backed Abby: Greshler in produc- 
tion of the new Jerry Martin-Dean 
Lewis film, 
Army,” will probably get the fast- 
est payoff in Hollywood history. 
Paramount, which will release the 


film, is advancing almost twice the | 


film’s production cost, and the 
angels will get all of their original 


investment back the day “Army”, 


goes into distribution. 

The Texans, making their debut 
in film financing, advanced $340,- 
000 of the $420,000 which the nega- 
tive cost. Remainder was repnre- 
sented by deferments by Martin 
and Lewis, Fred Finklehoffe, who 
served as co-producer and authored 


(Continued on page 18) 


“At War With the) 





Darryl F. Zanuck 


is of the opinion that 
New Faces Are the 


Best B.O. Hypo 


and the 20th-Fox production chief 
cites his own impressive roster 


* * * 
an interesting byline piece in the 
forthcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Filmites Abandon 





| fight. 
| formation of stockholders’ protec- 


Phoenix Meet; Too 
Far for Too Little 


Scheduled emergency meeting 
of major film company presidents 
and studio toppers this week on 
the “state of the industry” has 
; been caHed off. Trade’s business 
execs and production officials felt 
the agenda outlined was _ inade- 
quate to warrant a three-day stay 
|in Phoenix, 
originally was slated to open on 
Friday (8). 

Business mapped for the meet- 
ing was discussion and possible 
action on new steps to be taken 


> Indications continued this week 


that Howard Hughes might part 
with his controlling interest in the 
RKO production-distribution setup. 


J. Arthur Warner, head of J. Ar-_ 


thur Warner, Inc., Wall street in- 
vestment bankers, flew to the Coast 
over the weekend for negotiations 
on the sale. 

Warner is not associated with an- 
other group of Wall streeters who 
have combined in a loose alliance 
which is said to control jointly 
more shares than Hughes in RKO. 
They are highly disturbed by re- 
ports of the RKO topper’s plan 
possibly to sell his interest in the 


picture company. 


Some members of the group re- 
portedly met Monday, but its plans 
are still very vague. Most unlikely 
of the steps discussed is a ganging- 
up in an effort to wrest control of 
RKO from Hughes turough a proxy 
Possible, however, is the 


tive committee or merely a request 
to Hughes for representation on 
the board. 

Meanwhile, Harry Brandt's ef- 
forts to acquire Hughes’ interest in 
the RKO theatre chain has report- 
edly taken on some new life. 
Brandt, through his Trans-Lux 


(Continued on page 8) 





ELC in Brandt 


where the conclave | 


to meet the steady decline at the | 


boxoffice, 
television. 
also might have come up included 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations and weighing of 
changes in the Production Code. 
While these matters have obvious 
importance, the reasoning behind 
the meeting’s cancellation was that 


(Continued on page 18) 


Balaban’s Coast O.O. 


| Barney Balaban, 
Paramount, 


and the challenge of 





leaves N. Y. 


Trade matters which | 


Tift on Twist’ 
Controversy centered around the 
acceptability of “Oliver Twist” ex- 
n'nded on a new front yesterday 
(Tues.), with Eagle Lion Classics, 


distributor of the film, pitted 
against N. Y. Circuit Operator Har- 


| ry Brandt. 


Opening gun was fired Nov. 30 


| by ELC, according to the Brandt 


side. A spokesman for the theatre 


|op said that Brandt had received 


| 


president of. 
today | 


(Wed.) for Coast conferences with | 
Y. Frank Freeman, Samuel Bris- 


kin and other studio executives. 
' He'll be gone about a week. 





Actually, Grinief in m-/ National Boxoffice Survey 


Pre-Xmas, H.O.’s Clip Biz; ‘Solomon’ Champ for 3d 


Time; ‘Point,’ ‘Dance, 


First-run biz continues to lag as 
many spots strive to get back to 
normal after record snows and a 
hurricane. Both Pittsburgh and 
Cleveland suffered terrifi' losses 
as a result of snowstorms, but are 
getting back on regular schedule 
this session. Atlantic seaboard 
cities, just getting over the big 
wind of Nov. 25, were hurt further 
by an all-day rain Monday (4). 
These factors, coupled with early 
pre-Christmas buying, are proving 
a body blow to the boxoffice in 
many keys. 

“King Solomon’s Mines’ (M-G) 
is again champ, being the third 
week in a row that it has finished 
first nationally. Should wind up 
with around $400,000, which is 
more than double its nearest com- 
petitor’s total, according to re- 
ports from VARIETY correspond- 
ents. 

“West Point Story” (WB) is 
moving up into second slot. It 
was third last week, with almos 
the sdme coin total as “Let's 
Dance” (Par), which is third this 
round. Fourth money is going to 
“All About Eve” (20th), stout tes- 
timonial to this picture’s  con- 


‘tinued strength although now on 


release well into its second month. 
“Jackpot” (20th) will be fifth, still 
failing to live up to much high 
crix appraisal. 

“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 


’ 


‘Eve’ Next Strongest 


is landing in sixth 
“Breakthrough” (WB) is seventh. 
“Tripoli” (Par), “Harriet Craig” 
(Col) and “American Guerrilla” 
(20th) round out the Big 10 list in 
that order. Runner-up pix are far 
from strong for most part, with 
“Trio” (Par), “Rio Grande” (Rep), 
“Woman on Run” (U) and “State 
Secret” (Col) finishing in that se- 
quence. “Trio,” playing in small- 
er houses mostly, is being kept 
out of the top list mainly because 
not racking up a big coin total. 

“Joan of Arc’ (RKO), now on 
pop-scale runs, is a bit uneven 
this stanza but gaining in profit- 
able dates. ‘Killer That Stalked 
N. Y.” (Col) is average and oxay 
on its two playdates this frame. 

“Milkman” (U) is big in Cincy 
while “Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) 
looks nice in Frisco. “Two Flags 
West” (20th), firm in Chi, shapes 
up neatly in Toronto. 

“High Lonesome” (EL), trim in 
Louisville, is lightweight in L.A. 
“Destination Moon” (EL) looms 
strong in Pittsburgh. ‘‘Macbeth” 
(Rep', fine in Chi, in solid in 
Washington. 


“Mad Wednesday” (RKO) looks | 


nice in Washington. ‘Southside 

1-1,000" (Mono) is fair in L.A. 

“Edge of Doom” (RKO) shapes up 

okay in Buffalo. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
oo aehages, 12-13) , 


spot while. 
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a letter on that date from Winston 
Frost, ELC secretary, which as- 
serted ELC “was informed” that 
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‘Solomon's Mines’ Ist in Nov. B.0., 


‘Eve’ 2d, ‘Grande’ 3d, ‘Guerrilla’ 4th 


J 


VARIETY’S 
for November shows “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” (M-G) an easy win- 
ner. according to biz reports from 
correspondents in 24 key cities. 
American production, made main- 
ly on location in South Africa, is 
winding up the month with nearly 
$900,000 total gross. This is all the 
more phenomenal in view of the 
fact that the film was only out on 


playdates to any extent the last 
two weeks of the month. It was 
first both weeks. 

“All About Eve” (20th) Just man- 
aged to nose out “Rio Grande” 


(Rep) for second honors. However, 
“Grande” actually came through 
with more big and socko sessions 
than “Eve,” but it did not have 
the advantage of major circuit af- 
filiations. “Eve” third na- 
tionally in October. 

“Grande” was first one week, 
fourth another and fifth the initial 
stanza out in the kevs. The John 
Wavne starrer also was among the 
top 10 boxoffice winners the fourth 
week of November. 


was 


“American Guerrilla” (20th) 
pushed up to fourth spot largely 
because of Tyrone Power's popu- 
larits Fifth place money went to 
“Breakthrough” (WB) while “Let’s 
Dance” (Par) was sixth. Both are 
new in the past month. 


“To Please a Lady” (M-G). which 
wound up 12th in October, its first 


month out, captured seventh posi- 
tion while “The Jackpot” (20th) 
was eighth. The James Stewart 


comedy so far has been uneven and 
srabbing the tall coin antici- 
pated. 

“West Point Story’ (WB). just 
starting out, took in enough on two 


nat 


weeks to grab ninth position. 
Tenth place goes to “I'll Get By” 
(20th), which was 11th the previ- 
ous month. 

Runnerup~ pix in November 


largely comprise some productions 

just going out into the keys and a 

few spotty films. “Tripoli” (Par), 
(Continued on page 20) 


Realart Deal Included 
In U's $1,500,000 Net 
During the Past Year 


Part of the estimated $1,500,000 
profit with which Universal wound 
up the year ending last Oct. 31, 
Was represented by income re- 
ceived under the company’s reissue 
deal with Realart. Latter arrange- 
ment is working out exceptionally 
well for U, giving it an income df 
better than $100,000 a month for 
the last few months of the fiscal 
year. It is expected to increase still 
farther. 

U made the deal with Realart in 
1947, receiving $3,250,000 against a 
percentage. There was a recoup- 
ment arrangement by which the re- 
issue outfit wasn’t to begin paying 
the percentage until it had recov- 
ered its advance payment. The ad- 
vance was completely recouped in 
the middle of this year and the per- 
centages thereupon began to go 
to U. 

Reissues included in the deal in- 
elude all U product from the 1933- 
34 to the 1945-46 seasons. Realart is 
headed by Budd Rogers, who is a 
director of U. Incidentally, U 
earned an estimated $2,500,000 
gross before taxes, which includes 
the income from 
the last fiscal year. 


$614,383 NET FOR 








UA THEATRE CHAIN 


United Artists Theatres reports 
net income of $614,383 for the year blocked 


ended last Aug 31, compared with 
a profit of $905.414 for the 
vious yvear. 


Under the company’s bookkeep- 


boxoffice compilation4 





Realart, during 


pre- 





Val Parnell 
(Managing Director of Moss’ Empires, 
Ltd.) 
whe. operate Europe's biggest chain 
of live theatres, which includes the 
London Palladium, doesn't think 
much of that Ole Debbil TV in re- 
lation to stage shows as he ob- 

serves 


Who Can Applaud a 
Television Cabinet? 


* * * 
an editorial feature in the upcoming 
15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Close Harmony 


Of Top-Echelon 
Now Exists at U 


Complete harmony is understood 
to exist now among the three ma- 
jor groups who figure in ownership 











and management of Universal, 
They are all said to be in com- 
plete agreement on the series of 


exec changes, which included nam- 
ing of Alfred E. Daff as director of 
world sales recently. and culminat- 
ed in Charles J. Feldman’s appoint- 
ment as domestic sales manager 
last week. 

The 


three major interests in- 
volved in U are headed by J. Ar- 
thur Rank, Leo Spitz-William 


Goetz and Nate J. Blumberg. Rank 
is the biggest single stockholder, 
with about 15° of the company’s 
shares, while Spitz and Goetz to- 
gether have around 13°, which 
makes them second biggest. Blum- 
berg actually owns no U stock. ac- 
cording to the last proxy state- 
ment, but holds warrants for 31,900 
Shares at $10 ‘current market is 
around $9.50), which would repre- 
sent about 3°. 


While the balance of stockhold- 
ings and management control is 
somewhat delicate, giving rise to 
recurming reports of intramural 
stress, the political situation cur- 
rently is authoritatively reported 
to be completely stable. Last man- 
ifestation of actual strife is said to 
have, disappearea with departure 
of J. Cheever Cowdin, Charles D. 
Prutzman, Joseph H. Seidelman, 
et al., from the board last year. 

Rank and Spitz have both been 


(Continued on page 8) 


Egyptian Group Stands 
In Way of UA Venture 
With Fairbanks-Niven 


Group of Egyptian financiers ap- 
pears standing in the way of the 
|; newly projected  production-dis- 
| tribution deal linking United Art- 
;ists with partners Douglas Fair- 
| banks, Jr., and David Niven. 
_two had entered tentative agree- 
| ments with the Egyptian syndicate 

to produce a series of five films, 
with the latter to provide part of 
the financing and to obtain distri- 
bution rights in Europe and the 
| Near East. 

A subsequently came up with 
what Fairbanks and Niven regard- 
ed as a better offer. The distrib 
proposed to put up a portion of its 
earnings in England, 
where the Fairbanks-Niven team 
would operate. This called for 
world-wide rights to UA. 

VA still is willing to go along 








ing system, the net profit includes if the Egyptian group will bow out 
undistributed earnings of partially-| of the picture. Feeling is that the 
owned subsidiaries. When the rev- latter might regard as binding a 
enue is received, it is applied to. few oral agreements said to have 
the current year’s operation. UAT, been made by Fairbanks. Unless 
actually had a net loss of $166,117 he can free himself from the en- 
for the year ended last Aug. 31. tanglement, UA may be expected 
However, its share of income of, to drop the whole idea. 
partially-owned firms amounted to | 
$780,500, bringing the combined | 
total net to $614,383. 

UAT balance sheet shows current 





Swerling-Bartlett Collab 

= as Gee has collaborated 
with Sy Bartlet igi 
asseis at $1,619,517, including cash “Amigo.” -sacring Polley dpe 2 
of $1.154,749. Current hiabilities are it now, with the idea of starrin 
lisied at $1,284,765. Debt includes | in it. . , 
a 4° promissory note for $3.500.-| 
000, plus a bank loan of $750,000 |“ 


The Lif “isti; "i 
at 3%. ife of Hans Christian An 


idersen” for Samuel Goldwyn, 


November’s Big 10 


_“Solomon’s Mines” (M-G). 
.“Ajl About Eve” (20th), 
_“Rio Grande” (Rep). 
_“American Guerrilla” (20th), 
. “Breakthrough” (WB). 
.“Let’s Dance” (Par). 

.“To Please Lady” (M-G), 
.“The Jackpot” (20th). 
“West Point Story” (WB). 
10. “ll Get By” (20th). 


Theatre Bldg. Hit 
By Can. Steel Ban 


Dec. 5 


CoOnavrwnre 








Toronto, 
government order 
banning the use of steel for con- 
struction use in the Canadian 
amusement field was announced 
over the weekend. The order will 
become effective Jan. 1, according 


A Federal 


to Federal Trade Minister C. D. 
Howe. 

The move follows that of the 
U. S. under both countries’ joint 


defense planning. 
construction will include 
nightelubs, cocktail bars, 
arenas and bowling 
the film field, the three big 
had virtually completed 
ingnediate building plans 
splurge of unprecedented 
activity, but Famous Players-Ca- 
nadian currently has two theares 
under construction and, according 
to Jules Wolfe, director, has suf- 
ficient steel to meet the needs of 
their 1.500-seater in Edmonton and 
a 1,200-seater in Moncton With 
the site acquired Famous also had 
plans in the blueprint stage for a 
1,600-seater in Hamilton. 
Meanwhile, with only the press 
interpretation of the banning or- 
der, prospective builders of new 
theatres and their legal depart- 
ments were in communication with 
Canadian government heads in Ot- 
tawa for actual copies of the new 
(Continued on page 20) 


economic and 
Banned 
theatres, 
sports 
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chains 
their 
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alleys 





Flock of Young Actors 
Eligible If Uncle Sam 
Extends Its Draft Calls 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Richard Long, Universal-Interna- 
tional contract player, reports for 
military service Dec. 12, but the 
film studios, as a whole, wont be 
well supplied with actors if the 
Government extends its draft calls 
for men between the ages of 18 
and 26, 

Lineup of thesps in that cate- 
gory at Metro includes Vic Da- 
mone, Carleton Carpenter, Richard 
Anderson, Marshall Thompson, Ma- 
rio LanZa, Robert Sherwood and 
Jonathan Colt. U-I, in addition to 


| Long, has Tony Curtis, James Best 


|} and Rock Hudson. 


Twentieth-Fox 


| has Robert Wagner, Jeffrey Hunt- 
| er, Craig Hill and Robert F. Pat- 
| ton. Columbia has Scotty Beckett, 


Jerome Courtland and John Derek. 


| Paramount has Jerry Lewis, and 


The | 


| 
j 
| 


Swerling is also due to write! 


Samuel has 


Granger. 


KELLY SEEN SALES REP 


Goldwyn Farley 





FOR EDWARD SMALL 


Arthur W. Kelly reportedly will 
take over sales representation for 
Edward Small with the switch by 
Harry Kosiner to Columbia at the 
end of this year. Kelly is former 
exec v.p. of United Artists and reps 
Charles Chaplin un sales. 

Kosiner has served as eastern 
rep for Small since 1943. His 
chores at Columbia are still un- 
defined, but he will serve on the 
administrative staff in the home- 
office sales department. Prior to 
joining Small, Kosiner was on the 
staff of the Office of War Informa- 
tion and before that represented 
Walter Wanger in the east. 

Small distributes through Colum- 
bia. In addition to Watching do- 
mestic and foreign sales on his 
product, his New York office reps 
Monogram on several pix it is re- 
leasing through UA, 


SEG Hearing Delayed 


Hearing by the National Labor 
Relations Board on Screen Em- 
ployees Guild s questioned jurisdic- 
tion, which hed been set for last 
Wednesday (29), has been post- 
poned to Dec. 11. 

_Postponement was permitted to 
give SEG time for preparation of 





| argument, 


| you-see TV system, so that literally | 
| hundreds of 


Film Companies Eye Excess Profits — 


Bill Favorably as Earnings Slip 





Maurice Bergman 


urges 


Let’s Mobilize the 
kibitzers 


one of the many editorial features 
in the forthcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Warners Denies 
Yule Slowdown 
In Firings Gripe 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Warners denied charges that if 
was slowing production over holi- 
day period, in a special statement 
issued after AFL Film Council pro- 
tested layoff notices given many of 
lot's personnel. Studio said “it is 
not shutting down as Christmas 
holidays approach.” 

Council said that Warners’ claim 
that four pictures would roll be- 
tween Dec. 14 and Jan. 8 was mis- 
leading. Studio countered that “un- 
til council can prove that those 
scheduled pictures have not been 
started within that period, the stu- 
dio considers the AFL statement 
harmful and damaging.” 

Warners said that two pix now 
shooting will be finished by Christ- 
mas, but two others are expected 
to start before holiday and another 
two by Jan. 8. Studio added “it 
is our hope at all times to employ 
as many people as production re- 
quires. It is not our intention to 
Shirk responsibility of operating 
our studios, nor will we assign its 
operation to others, 


Zenith Must Untie 


Continued from page 3 : 

















has found that it is only the be- 
ginning. | 

All rights to some of the pix it) 
wants are owned by the studios, 
and they offer no problem. How- 
ever, it is found that many impor- 
tant films are snarled up by the 
fact that actors, producers, direc- 
tors or writers have percentages | 
or other continuing rights. Also 
that contracts with individuals and 
guilds naturally make no mention 
of usage of the film on a pay-as- 





clearances must be | 
obtained if Zenith is to shunt off | 
potential lawsuits. 

Problem is even more compli- 
cated by the fact that the con- 
tracts of each studio vary, so Mc- 
Donald’s men can’t even follow a 
pattern in greenlighting the tracks. | 
Difficulty would be considerably 
simplified if Zenith were satisfied 
with minor product, but both it 
and the film .companies are in 
agreement that to make a fair test 
there should be a fair selection 
of pix. | 
_As a result, Zenith has not even 
given the pic companies a delivery 
date on the product it desires—or 
actually even indicated specifically 
what films it wants. They’re ready | 
to service the product, however, | 
for the test of the willingness of 
200 Chi subscribers to “order” mo- 
tion pictures which will be sent! 





+ New excess profits tax going 


through the Congressional hopper 
is being viewed with considerable 
favor by the major film companies, 
since it means that unless there’s 
a surprise upturn in business they 
will not be subject to the new 
levy. 

Provision which saves the big 
producers, distributors and exhibs 
from having = another healthy 
chunk of coin taken out of their 
shrinking earnings is that the base 
period for figuring excess profits 
is any three years from 1946 to 
1949 inclusive. That gives the 
firms the option—which they'll, of 
course, take—of using the big 1946- 
47-48 years as their base. 

Since profits have diminished 
considerably from those years, it 
is obvious that an “excess” over 


, what was earned then is unlikely. 


Should grosses take a_ surprise 
bounce, sending them up above 
early postwar levels, filmites would 
be more than glad to pay the ex- 
tra tax which would go along with 
such a windfall. 


The bill was slated to go through 


the House yesterday (Tuesday). 
Senate finance committee is hold- 
ing hearings on a companion 


measure this week. 
there will have 
mise made. 

House bill is retroactive to July 
1, 1950. It fixes the point at which 
the excess profits levy takes hold 
at 85°> of average earnings for the 
three years. A 75% tax is charged 
against the overage. A 45°o bite 
(present is 38%) is put on any- 
thing below that, with a $25,000 
minimum credit allowed. There 
is also a ceiling of 67°@ on com- 
bined normal, surtax and excess 
profits tax. 

No provision has been specifical- 
ly made, as had been requested by 
Eric Johnston, Motion Picture 


When passed, 
to be a compro- 


| Assn. of America prez, for frozen 


foreign funds which are received 
by the U. S. companies in years 
subsequent to the date they were 
actually earned. In other words, 
the firms do not want to pay ex- 
cess profits on any bundle of coin 
they may happen to get from 
abroad after the new levy becomes 


effective, although the money was 
actually earned earlier. It is be- 
lieved in Washington that a pro- 


vision for this contingency will be 
made. 

Johnston, who was to testify be- 
fore the Senate committee today, 
has requested postponement to 
Friday. If that’s impossible, he'll 
file a brief. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Marina Berti 
James Burkett 
Janis Carter 
Joan Davis 

Helen Deutsch 
Jose Ferrer 
Frank Fontaine 
Howard Freeman 
Jack Haley 

Van Johnson 
William Keighley 
Perry Lieber 
Norman Lloyd 
Diana Lynn 
Joseph H. Moskowitz 
Gail Patrick 
David E. Rose 
Andy Russell 
Della Russell 
Robert Vogel 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Goodman Ace 

Irving Berlin 

Eddie Gantor 

Hume Crenyn 

Jules Goldstone 

Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn 
Al Lichtman 

Frank Loesser 

Al Palea 

Spyros Skouras 


i ducted. | 


i J. Arthur , 
into their home receivers at the | ww Warner 


cost of $1 per showing. 
Meanwhile, Zenith paid out $70,-| N. Y. to Europe 
000 to Illinois Bell Telephone to| Frances Derry 
equip the 300 homes for the test; Alec Finlay __ 
and to set up the separate switch-| Rita Andre Finlay 
board which will handle the sub-| Tammas Fisher 


scription calls. Separate phone, Robert Helpmann 
lines were run into each home,| Gilbert Miller 
Zenith personnel will man the| Samuel Selsky 


Robert Wilson 
Europe to N. Y. 


Anna Neagle 
Max Shulman 
Clifton Webb 
Herbert Wilcox 
Michael Wilding 


central board and the company will 
also handle the necessary book- 
keeping and billing. The entire 
Phonevision operation is set up in 
its own leased building in the | 
North Side Lake View exchange 
area where the test will be con-| 
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SNIPERS GANG UP ANEW ON PIX 





Chas. Skouras’ 


Wall St. Effect 


Charles P. Skouras’ frank statement on the Coast last week 


concerning the heavy 
spread press play. 
disturbed by 
figures on poor biz and stating 


inroads of 
A number 


Skouras’ remarks were 
Foreign Correspondents 
up, 
press associations 
tickers, 
houses throughout the country 
tling effect on film shares. 


Assn. 


were 


They 


of 
the National Theatres prexy’s candidness in citing 
“we know where to put the blame 
. television is giving us terrific competition.” 

made at 
Thursday 
apparently out of the tradepapers, 


TV on theatre grosses got wide- 
film execs in New York were 


a luncheon of the Hollywood 
(30). They were picked 
the following day by the 


also carried by the Dow-Jones 


which provide financial néws to Wall street and brokerage 
, and were said to have an unset- 


Skouras said business was very poor in New York, Chicago and 


Southern California, 
that 


only 2° 


© to 4° 


which had heavy TV coverage. 
attendance was down from 10° 
o in non-TV territories. 


He declared 
to 15° in tele areas and off 
(Actually, other execs have 


repeatedly pointed out, theatre chain and distribution figures don’t 


show any such simple correlation between poor grosses 
areas—which is a baffling phenomenon, 


that tele hurts.) 

“Television is here to stay,” 
reason if you have a movie 
home.” But, he added, 
took two years for 
films, and that radio was feared 


at 


ered it could be helpful in selling stars and pix. 


NT 


“we are not going to give up.” 
film execs to 


and TV 
since there's little doubt 


asserted. “It stands to 
you are going to stay at 
He said it 
realize the value of sound on 
and shunned until it was discov- 
He remarked 


topper 
home, 


that he hoped producers would wake up to the fact that TV could 


also be used to publicize films. 
tele in theatres. 


He predicted widespread use of 








Depinet, Gamble Meeting This Week 
To Determine Stepped-Up COMPO 


Moving 
Jack oft 


Slowly now be 
coin and uncertainty 
cerning its future, Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations is ex- 
pected to move into a higher gear 
almost at once if its problem with 
Theatre Owners of America pro- 
gresses toward settlement this 
a Prexy Ned E. Depinet and 
the TOA committee headed by Ted 
Gamble are slated to meet on the 
matter within the next few days 

Depinet in New York 
Gamble expected back 
from Palm Springs today (Wed.). 
Since cancellation of the Phoenix 
meet of company prexies, Depi- 
net will be available for the 
Gamble huddle tomorrow and Fri- 
day. 

If Depinet 


con- 


and 
there 


is 


1S 


and the Gamble group 
can arrive at a formula for meet- 
ing TOA's demands for greater 
representation on the COMPO 
board, immediate steps will be 
taken to give effect to the arrange- 


ment in stepped-up operation of 
the new public relations agency | 
Actually, any formal change in 


COMPO's organizational setup will 
take months to achieve. However, 

it is anticipated that by contacting 
“points of influence” 
COMPO and TOA _ toppers 


(Continued on page 8) 





Catholic Lay Opinion 
Piles Up in Opposition 
To Mooring’s ‘Born’ Rap 


With considerable Catholic lay 
opinion apparently piling up in op- 
position to the views of William H. 
Mooring, Columbia is hoping that 
the 26 diocesan newspapers serv- 
iced by the Coast critic will skip 
running his review of “Born Yes- 
terday” this weekend. In any event, 


Col is plugging for the editors to 
see the film themselves and at 


least run some of their own opinion 
along with that of Mooring. 

Col got immediate support from 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica and Hearst columnist Louella 
©. Parsons in answering Mooring’s 
blast that “Born” contained subtle 
Marxist propaganda. Miss Parsons 
remarked that Mooring was “really 
reaching” and further support tor 
the pic along the same _ tack 
known to be coming from other 
Catholic lay sources later in the 
week. 

Fortunately, as far as the distrib 
Was concerned, an advance copy of 
Mooring’s review was available. It 
was not slated to be printed until 
this coming weekend in the Los 
Angeles Tidings. the Brooklyn 
Tablet anc the other papers. 

\lost trade observers agreed ith 
Miss Parsons’ view that Mooring’s 
attack was influenced more by his 

(Continued on page 8) 


is 


-ause of¢ 


by telephone, | 
can 





Famous Players-Canadian Prexy 


John J. Fitzgibbons 
sees 
Other Things Besides 
TV Cutting Into Film 
Boxoffice 


* * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


‘Articulate’ Pic 
Execs Would Tell 


Story of H wood 


' Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations clearly is weighing all 
possible approaches for its upcom- 
ing, multi-faceted job of public re- 
| lations. New plans added to those 
| previously disclosed include enlist- 














| 
| 


ment of “articulate” film execs 
who, in their travels, would stop 
in at local newspeper offices to 
discuss the industry in general. 
Also under consideration is the 
employment of a group of “‘ora- 
tors” to tour the country, speaking 


in the industry’s behalf before civic 
meetings and the like. 

New widening of the p.r. pro- 
gram was discussed last Thursday 
(30) by COMPO execs before the 

(Continued on page 18) 


SAM DIAMOND BACK 
AS 20TH PHILLY MGR. 


In a sudden reshuffle of person- 
nel, 20th-Fox this week moved 
Sam Diamond, who had been New 
York branch manager, back to his 





old post as chief of the Philade!- 
phia exchange. He succeeds Sig 
Horowitz, who resigned over the 


weekend for undisclosed reasons. 

In revealing the moves, 20th 
sales veepee Andy Smith, Jr., em- 
phasized that Diamond was re- 
turning to Philly at Smith's re- 
quest, so that the move does not 
represent a demotion for him. Un- 
til a new branch manager is nained 
fer the N. Y. area, Martin Mos- 
kowitz will assume the chores Co- 
incident with his job as Empire 
| State district chief. 


itd tg 


| its accustomed beating 


| dio show 
| Chinese 


| cluded 
| dinal 
| charge, 


| for 


| propaganda; 


oa 


EVEN CLAIM 
GUED 


While the Council of Motion Pic- 
ture Organizations moved actively 





. | ahead on one public relations front 


last week, the industry was taking 
on a couple 
others. In one instance Hollywood 
was inferentially charged on a ra- 
with contributing to the 
Communist attack on 
Korea. 

The roundabout reasoning 
heard on the “Tex and Jinx” 
gram on WNBC, N. Y. Being in- 
terviewed was Robert Payne, au- 
thor of a biog on Mao Tse-tung, 
leader of the Chinese Reds. 

Other incidents in a bad week 
for industry public relations in- 

remarks by Francis Car- 
Spellman in New York; a 
widely played in the press, 
William H. Mooring, reviewer 
Catholic newspapers, that 
“Born Yesterday” is subtle Marxist 
and a talk, also wide- 
ly publicized, by Charles P. Skour- 
as indicating film biz was very bad 
because of inroads of TV. 

Other incidents in a bad week 
for industry public relations in- 
cluded remarks by Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman in New York; 
charge, widely played in the press, 
by William H. Mooring, reviewer 
Ytor Catholic newspapers, that 
“Born Yesterday” subtle Marx- 
ist propaganda; and a talk, also 
widely publicized, by Charles P. 
Skouras indicaating film biz was 
very bad because of inroads of TV. 

According to Payne, Mao had 
been deceived on the fighting qual- 
ity of the American GI by a Holly- 
wood film he had seen. Inference 
appeared to be that Mao might not 
have chanced the attack on U. S. 
troops if he hadn’t been led to be- 
lieve via the picture that they 
weren't much in the way of fight- 
ers. 

Pie in question was Harry 
Brown’s 1945 20th-Fox release, 
Walk In the Sun,” which 
when it was shown to 
tioned in Yenan, capital 
China, during World War 


. 
was 
pro- 


by 


as 


is 


Joe 
as | 
Mao saw 
GI's sta- 
of Red 
II. Payne 


,then jumped to the conclusion that 


| Hollywood should be 


“controlled,” 
presumably by the Government. 
“I'm afraid it wasn't a very good 


ilm,’”’ Payne said. “It was about 
guerilla fighting in Italy and it was 
done in a very unreal, Holly- 
| woodish way, and Mao commented 
at the end, ‘Is this how Americans 
fight?’ And at that moment we all 
felt a little bit of panic. 


“He hadn't seen Americans fight- 
ing, actually,” Payne continued. 
“He's heard reports of a little band 
in Yenan who'd done very well, but 

(Continued on page 18) 


COL SHOWS QUARTER 
NET OF $290,000 


Columbia Pictures’ net profit for 
the 13-week period ended Sept. 30 
amounted to $290.000, the company 
disclosed in New York yesterday 
(Tuesday). Sum represents a drop 
of $47,000 from the $337,000 net 
racked up in the equivalent 1949 
semester ending Sept. 24. 

Earnings per common share for 
the 1950 13-week stretch equaled 
33c as against 40c. Comparative 
earnings on the common, after pre- 
ferred dividends, are calculated on 
the 654,311 shares outstanding at 
the end of both periods, 

Company's operating profit for 
the quarter ended Sept. 30 was 
$530,000. This compares to $553.000 
chalked up for the same period of 
1949. Estimated provision for fed- 
eral taxes this year came to $240, 
000, a hike of $24,000 over the 
comparable 13-weeks in 1949. 














No Question Now 

New Castle, Pa., Dec. 5. 
Before last week's blizzard, 
City Council defeated an ordi- 
nance calling for a 10° mu- 
nicipal amusement tax. After 
the storm the city got a bill for 
$29.000 for snow removal. 

Council met again 
passed the amusement tax. 


and 


HINA WAR 


| 








Morris Loewenstein 
as President of the Oklahoma 
Theatre Owners 


puts accent on the 
Hinterlands’ Greater 
Concern with the 
Advancing Candy 
and Popcorn Prices 


. * * 


another editorial feature in the 
upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Arbiter Setup 
Within COMPO 


Being Considered 


Plans for developing a film in- 
dustry arbitration system within 
framework of the Council 
Motion Picture Organizations 
portedly were under consideration 
in top trade circles this week. Idea 
was broached at last week’s N. Y. 
meeting between reps of Theatre 
Owners of America and numerous 
distribution executives. 

Reasoning behind the move is 
that COMPO’s purpose of enhanc- 
ing industry public relations cotld 
be served best only if the intra- 
mural filmr trade squabbles are cut 
to a minimum. Means of accom- 
plishing this would be through the 
arbitration system being projected. 

Since the industry largely already 
is united under the COMPO roof, 
it felt that the all-industry or- 
ganization figures as the most feas- 
ible base for setting up the arbi- 
tration plan. Also the proposal 
could serve to ease the strain 
placed on COMPO by the current 
differences with Theatre Owners 
of America. Latter, which was host 
at last week’s meeting, is a leading 
advocate of arbitration. If COMPO 
is successful in devising a mutual- 
ly acceptable plan, it follows that 
TOA would be more willing to go 
along with the all-embracing in- 
dustry group. 

Primary consideration 
means of bringing Allied States 
{into the arbitration setup within 
i|COMPO. Bylaws direct that trade 
| practices are beyond the jurisdic- 
‘tion of COMPO and any change in 
this respect would require Allied’s 
approval, as well as that of all 
other charter member groups. 


INTERSTATE SURVEY KEY 
TO COMPO EXHIB QUIZ 


Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations, which is considering 
a survey of exhibitors to determine 
their community status and activi- 
ties in civic and other affairs, is 
pointing to a pilot study conducted 
by Interstate Theatres of Texas 
as showing the nature of informa- 
tion which could be obtained on 
a national basis. 

Survey by Interstate shows that 
the circuit’s theatre managers are 
solid” citizens, according to Ar- 
thur L. Mayer, COMPO exccutive 
vicepresident. Total of 150 thea- 
tremen participated in the Inter- 
state quiz. Compilation of answers 
shows that the average manager 
is in his 30’s, probably a war vet- 
eran, is married and has one child, 
it was said. 

Majority 











the of 


re- 


is 


is the 





6 


of managers belong to 
their local chamber of commerce. 
Rotary or other clubs, and engag- 
ed in a variety of civic activities. 
Of those answering, 134 actively 
had participated in local welfare 

campaigns, according to the sur- 
l vey. 


AIM FILM Arbitration Awaits Allied Attitude; 
Seek Exhib Coalition on System 


+ 


Fate of an arbitration system for 
the industry hinged largely on the 
attitude of Allied States Assn. this 
week following the initial meeting 
on the matter between Theatre 
Owners of America and distribu- 
tion executives. 
Participants at the conclave 
unanimously agreed that any Sys- 
tem for out-of-ourt handling of 
distributor - exhibitor differences 
demands that substantially all ex- 
hibs become party to it in order 
to be effective. For this reason, 
no definite action in the way of 
developing a proposed system was 
taken at the meeting, which was 
called by TOA 

Efforts now will be 
bring Allied and other 
theatre groups together 
industry conference to 
mutually acceptable system. 
to the TOA-hosted session, 
board chairman Abram F. 
said he was in a state of 
tainty regarding the amount of 
| ground which arbitration legally is 
| permitted to cover. Myers is not 
averse to the principle of arbitra- 
tion but his comments did suggest 
that the binding plans advanced 
by some industryites might not be 
acceptable by the courts. Which- 
ever plan is adopted, if one is, will 
be submitted to the U. S. district 





made to 
regional 
at an all- 
devise a 
Prior 
Allied 
Myers 
uncer- 


court in N. Y. for inclusion in the 
industry's antitrust decrees. It’s 
considered likely, also, that the 


Department of Justice will be con- 
sulted before any system is final- 
ized. 

Among the strong supporters of 
arbitration within the Allied fold 
is Bennie Berger, board member 
of the national group and presi- 
dent of North Central Allied. His 
thought is that there “is a crying 
need for the development of an ap- 
propriate, intelligent arbitration 
system to handle industry prob- 
lems.” 

Also backing the idea of cre- 
ating an arbitration system is 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn., N. Y. group headed by 
Harry Brandt. Outfit formally en- 
dorsed the principle of arbitration 
in a resolution last week. 

Meanwhile, the entire subject of 
last weck’s TOA conference and 
the next steps to be taken are 
sprouting peculiarities. Reps of 
both the theatre organization and 
the distribs are maintaining a 
curious secrecy on details. 


North Central Allied 
Takes Action to Bring 
Distribs to ‘Senses’ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 
Accusing distributors of being 
“blind” and refusing to recognize 
the fact that grosses are declining 
while film rentals and other oper- 
ating costs continue to rise, North 





‘Central Allied diréctors at a meet- 
ing here took action designed to 
“bring the companies to. their 
senses.” Directors appointed a 
committee of four headed by 
Henry Green of Minneapolis to 


work out a 
reduction of 
and equitably.” 

“NCA members are crying the 
blues and we hope to convince dis- 
tributors that film rental reduc- 
tions are essential,” explained 5S, 
D. Kane, NCA executive counsel, 
After a special committee has de- 
vised a plan it will be submitted 
to the entire board for approval. 

Directors took the position that 
a general admission boost would 
not help to solve their problem in 
view of present television and other 


“plan to bring about 
film rentals fair'y 


competition and _ tightening «of 
amusement pursestrings. Another 


committee was appointed to work 
with. Kane to defeat a bill that 
would enable Minnesota municipal- 


ities to impose admission tax, and 
to combat other legislation. in- 


jurious to theatres when State 
legislature convenes Jan. 2. NCA 
succeeded in knocking out such a 
bill at the last legislative session, 
but league of municipalities hes 
announced intention to sponsor it 
j again. 














6 VARIETY Wednesday, December 6, 1950 


IF RIP VAN WINKLE 
WOKE UP — 


“Vo u've had z=) 
a ne 
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Naturally Mr. Van Winkle asked a lot of questions 
about industry happenings. 


“When I dozed off, years ago,” said Mr. Van Winkle, 
“there was a young Lion named Leo of M-G-M who 
was the talk of the entire industry. Who’s doing the 


roaring now?” 
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Yes indeed! Mr. Van Winkle found that M-G-M was 


still the big noise of the industry—that’s what probably 
woke him up. And when he heard about the magnificent 


“MAGNIFICENT YANKEE” and “MR. IMPERIUM” 
and “ACROSS THE WIDE MISSOURI’ and all the 


other M-G-M enterprises he did hand-springs. 
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Exhibs 
For Legal Fees 


Warned on Getting Hooked = 
If Joining NSS Suit 





Exhibs were being warned by ¢ 


their trade associations during the | 
past week to beware getting | 
hooked for legal fees if they accept | 
the invitation to join in the Philly | 
antitrust suit against National 
Screen Service. Lawyers for the 
Philly group have agreed that 
their only pay will be 40°) of what 
they win—if anything—from NSS, 
but exhib organizations in other 
cities are wondering who foots the 
tab if the theatremen lose and 
NSS asks the court for recovery of 
costs of defending the action. 

The warnings on possibly being 
tripped for these legal fees were 
contained in a growing batch of 
evidence during the past couple 
weeks that the exhib fraternity is 
not unanimous in sharing the 
venom of the Philly group for the 
accessory and trailer service. Both 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Acsn. of New York and the Allied 
Theatre Owners of Indiana _ indi- 
cated lack of sympathy for the 
antitrust Sult. 

Nevertheless, it was said in 
Philly this week that 300 exhibs 
have already signified their inten- 


tion of joining in the suit. 
hilly action was filed in Fed- 
eral district court there several 


weeks ago by Rio Haven, Inc., and 
Max M. Korr Enterprises, of Al- 
lentown, Pa. It charges NSS with 
“conspiring” with the majors to 
raise prices of trailers and promo- 
tional services, and to “force” ex- 
hibs to buy trailers they did not 
need or use. It further alleges a 
kickback arrangement by NSS to 
the distribs. 

Following filing of the suit three 
exhibs, including Korr, formed 
what they have labeled the Na- 
tional Independent Motion Picture 
Exhibitors Protective Committee. 
They sent letters to all indie the- 
atremen inviting them to join the 
action. Serving with Korr on the 
committee are B. C. Bordonaro, of 
Olean, N. Y., and J. E. Penning- 
ton, of Topeka. 

Indiana Allied organization, in a 
bulletin to members this week, 
stated: “It is not our practice to 
urge any member one way or an- 
other in a matter of this kind, but 
we do feel that we should not en- 
courage any mass action of such a 
nature from our ATOI members.” 

Reason for its feeling, ATOT 
states, is that it has always been 
able to take up complaints with 
NSS officials and ‘get their seri- 
ous consideration.” 
that NSS execs George Dembow 


and William Brenner traveled to) 


Indianapolis to sit around a table 
and discuss complaints, 
asserts “we were met at least half 
way 
needed attention.” 

ATOI also urged that action be 
withheld until completion of the 
survey 


tee. “After the facts are accumu- 
lated,” bulletin states, “‘this Allied 
committee will seek an interview 
with NSS to try and work out any 
inequities and grievances that are 
revealed as common. So we would 
first like to see what the facts are, 
then have the opportunity 


thing can’t be done before we 
think in terms of lawsuits.” 

Both ATOI and the New York 
indie group headed by Harry 
Brandt made the warning on court 
costs. ITOA, in addition, passed a 
resolution at a meeting last week 
called the suit “harmful to the 
best interests of independent ex- 
hibitors.” It also moved to see 
that exhibs throughout the country 
were informed of the resolution, 





Warners to Set Release 
Plans at 2-Day Sales Ses 


Plans for Warners’ forthcoming 
top releases will be discussed to- 
morrow (Thursday) and Friday at 
a homeoftice meeting of the com- 
pany’s district managers. Ben 
Kalmenson, veepee in charge of 
distribution, will preside over the 
two-day sales session. 


Some nine district managers rep.- | 


resenting the U. S. and Canada 
are scheduled to be on hand. 
Amvung homeoffice execs due to 
attend are Maj. Albert Warner, 
veepee Samuel Schneider, ad-pub 
chief Mort B'umenstock and vari- 
Ous division sales managers. 





Pointing out, 


bulletin | 


on those things that most. 


on NSS currently being, 
made by a National Ailied commit- | 


of a, 
meeting with NSS to see if some- | 


Sam Morris’ WB Suit 
Back on the Calendar 


Long pending in N. Y. Federal 
court, a $250,000 breach-of-con- 
tract suit brought by ex-Warner 
veepe Samuel Morris against War- 
ner Bros. was restored to the trial 
calendar last week by Judge 
Gregory F. Noonan upon submis- 
sion of new evidence by the plain- 
tiff. Action was previously stayed 
by another jurist until certain vital 
material could be introduced. 

Morris claims he has a life pact 
with Warners which provides for 
a $300 weekly salary in return for 
acting as an “adviser” for the com- 
pany in California. He charges 
that he went to the Coast shortly 
before 1947, but was paid only up 
to November of that year. 


| 














Depinet-Gamble 
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know before the week is out what 
the future of COMPO will be. 
Should the results be favorable, 
it is likely that the organizations 
will be advanced further coin by 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica and various large circuit oper- 


ators. It has been living so far on 
about $40,000 advanced by the 
MPAA and a dribbling of the 


1/10th of 1°% dues from exhibs. 

On the basis of the telephonic 
round-robin indicating agreement 
to the new plan, it is believed likely 
that exee v.p. Arthur L. Mayer 
would begin slowly expanding his 
present skeleton staff and move 
into the public relations field on a 
wider basis. More concrete action 
by COMPO would also be likely 
on the three boxoffice promotion 
plans which were approved by 
its board at the recent session in 
New York. 

Gamble Group’s Formula 

Gamble committee has a formula 
for increasing representation of 
TOA on the board, and it has the 
approval, in general terms, of De- 
pinet. They'll go into it in detail, 
however, at their powwow 
week. Depinet will then have to 
take it up with reps of the nine 


‘other constituent organizations in | 


COMPO, particularly Allied States 
Exhibitor Assn., TOA’s rival in the 
national exhib field. 


| Whether Allied will go for the 
proposals as finally evolved by 
'Depinet and the Gamble commit- 
tee (Si Fabian and Gael Sullivan) 
}is the big question. Other groups, 
it is expected, will go along with- 
lout too much argument, since 
keeping TOA in COMPO is highly 
important in income and preser- 
vation of its all-industry character. 


Once the “points of influence” 
telephoning has been successfully 
accomplished, it won’t matter too 
much how long the formal changes 
in COMPO’s board takes. That 
would have to await approval by 
the boards of the constituent or- 
ganizations and then another board 
meet of COMPO itself. 


| Meantime, problem of collecting 
COMPO dues continues. While 
ithe directorate recently okayed a 
proposal for basing assessments on 
/ 1949 film rentals, there has been 
no agreement on the mechanics of 
collection. It is generably agreed 
that the distribs could do the job 
best, but salesmanagers are reti- 
cent about gratuitously piling fur- 
ther work on their employes in the 
. field. 
| Mayer has sounded out Andy 
‘Smith, of 20th-Fox, chairman of 
{the salesmanagers committee, and 
Smith is to discuss the project with 
his group. There's been little urg- 
ency shown in the matter, how- 
ever, since with the TOA dispute 
still in the air there’s slim chance 
of getting much coin from exhibs. 
TOA is not even officially a mem- 
/ber of COMPO, so its exhibs are 
not expected to pay up dues. And 
while TOA members are not pony- 
‘ing up, Allied can hardly be ex- 
| pected to. 


to be settled, MPAA will undoubt- 
edly chance a further loan to 
COMPO. A _ number of 
heads have also volunteered to 
,make advances on their dues, 
which would give the organization 
further operating funds. 


this | 


Once the TOA problem appears — 


circuit | 





North Central Allied President 


Benjamin N. Berger 


reprises 


Grassroots Exhibs’ 


V exations with the 
Distribs 


* * * 
an interesting byline feature in 
the forthcoming 
15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


SALESMEN CONVENTION 
MAPS WAGE INCREASES 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 
Coliseum of Motion Picture 
Salesmen of America’s fifth annual 
convention, held here over the 
weekend, mapped wage increases 
and other benefits it will seek for 











800 members in new contract ne- 
gotiations with distributors to be 


opened before April. 

Attorney David Beznor, Milwau- 
kee, general counsel, said requests 
will be for a boost of salaries and 
employment 


expenses, improved 
conditions and to strengthen se- 
eurity provisions for salesmen. 


Harris B. Wynn Jr., of Metro in 
Atlanta, was elected president to 
succeed Charles L. Dortic, Colum- 
bia, Albany. Next year’s conven- 
tion will be held in Denver. 

Other new officers are: William 
Warner, United Artists, Los 
Angeles, and Ted Mendehnall, 
Columbia, Omaha, vice-presidents; 
N. “Pro” Provencher, Eagle Lion, 
Milwaukee, secretary; Thomas Me- 
Kean, Paramount, Oklahoma City, 
treasurer. Executive board: Will- 
iam Wink, Warners, Omaha; 
George Ware St. Louis, 20th; 
Edgar Shinn Paramount, New 
Orleans: David Williams, Eagle 
Lion, Atlanta; Ross Williams, UA, 
Cincinnati: Harold Zeltner, Metro, 
Chicago: Reville Kniff, 20th, San 
‘Francisco: Harry Blatt, Universal, 
Seattle; Floyd Klingsmith, Pitts- 
burgh, and William C. Bugie, 
Albany. 











Catholic Opinion 
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Ts etadunsteiieneall 
knowledge that Garson Kanin au- 
thored the pie than by the film it- 
‘self. Columnist declared: ‘“Appar- 
‘ently Mooring is influenced in his 
criticism because of author Garson 
Kanin, who, he says, is a supporter 
of Wallace and a defender of Ger- 
,hart Eisler. I do not Know Kanin’s 
political affiliations, but if there 
are any pink ideas infiltered into 
|‘Born Yesterday’ they are way over 
imy head.” 

| Kenneth Clark, director of in- 
formation for the MPAA, sent a 
wire over the weekend to all pa- 
pers subscribing to Mooring’s re- 
views. MPAA exec said, “I feel 


—e 


The Hughes Enigma 


One of the aspects of Howard Hughes’ management of RKO that 


is equally baffling to large Wall 
pany’s distribution execs was poi 


nouncement released Monday (4). 


street shareholders and the com. 
nted up in the 1951 product an- 
It states that 75% of the pix 


for next year are already completed. 


Big question is why, with 24 


finished films available, Hughes 


has refused to allow RKO to distribute anything more than a mere 
trickle of product during the past four months. Result of holding 
back releases has cost RKO a fortune, losses of the distributing 


company having mounted to m 
weeks. No one has much douht 


ore than $100,000 during some 
that the RKO topper has some 


aim in piling up losses for this year and product for next, but the 


question is—what? 








Alperson Buys Rights 

To ‘Star,’ ‘Young in Heart 

Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Negatives and full rights to “Star | 
Is Born” and “Young In Heart” |} 
have been purchased from David 
O. Selznick by Edward L. Alper- 
son, who'll probably remake “Star” 
at a later date. Pic stars Fredric 
March and Janet Gaynor. Latter 
also toplines “Heart,” with Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., and Paulette God- 
dard. 

Re-release is possible, but Alper- 
son says plans are still very ten- 
tative. 


9 











RKO Buyers 
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Corp., which would actually ac- 
quire the houses, is understood to 
have $1,000,000 in cash available to 
swing the deal. 

Hitch is whether Hughes would 
accept this against the total price 
of about $6,500,000 for his stock. 
He owns 929,000 shares for which 
the Brandt syndicate is offering $7 
per. The balance of the total pur- 
chase price would be paid Hughes 
over the next three years. 

Warner, according to Wall street 
reports, went to the Coast for 
huddles with C. J. Tevlin, one of 
Hughes’ principal lieutenants. War- 
ner is said to have no association 
with a syndicate of Canadians who 
were reported last week to have 
been in negotiations with Hughes 
on buying production-distribution 
company control to the extent of 
drawing up a contract. Price men- 
tioned was $6,500,000. 

Other Potential Buyers 
No further word was available 


'on reports that after the Canadian 


very deeply and sincerely that the , 


picture gives warmth and positive 
support to the democratic ideals, 
{principals and _ institutions of 
, America.” Clark asks editors to see 
,the pic themselves. 

| “Born” has not yet been rated by 
'the Legion of Decency. Catholic 
church reviewing group, incidental- 
‘ly, last week placed “The Sinners,” 
|French drama, in its “C or Con- 
demned” category. Written and di- 
rected by Julien Duvivier, the film 
is being released in this conutry 
by Lopert Films. It has already 
played its New York first-run. 





Allied States Prexy } 


Trueman T. Rembusch 


voices the current exhibitor 
perspective and concludes 


My Theatres Are Not 
For Sale 
* * ® . 


one of the many editorial features 
in the upcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











deal had definitely fallen through , 
some six weeks ago, the group 
again had reps on the Coast for 
talks with Hughes’ execs last week. 
It has since been learned, incident- | 
ally, that the Hughes toppers have 
also talked to other potential buy- | 
ers for the picture company aside , 
from the unidentified Canadians 
and Warner. 

Most important of the Wall 
street shareholders in RKO is 
David J. Greene. He reportedly 
controls more than 300.000 shares, 
making him easily the second larg- , 
est holder to Hughes. While some- 
what perturbed at Hughes’ man- 
ner of operating the company, 
Greene is believed to be concilia- 
tory in his attitude. He is under- 
stood to feel that such radical ac- 
tion as a proxy fight into which 
Hughes might well pour millions 
of dollars—is unnecessary. He is 
thought to believe that the large 
minority stockholders can _ get 
pretty much what they want with- 
out a big fight. 

Hughes is under obligation of an 
antitrust decree to divorce the pro- 
duction-distribution frem the the- 
atre circuit operation of RKO by 
Jan. 1, While other stockholders 
will get a share in each of the two 
new companies formed after di- 
vorcement, Hughes must give up 
his holdings in one or the other. 
He has informed the New York 
Statutory court that heard the anti- 
trust proceedings that he will give 
up his theatre interest. However, 
it is believed that his decision is 
not irrevocable, although the action 
on the picture company sale more 
likely means that he is getting out 
of RKO altogether rathen than 
switching his interest to the circuit. 

With the Jan. 1 deadline nearing, | 
Brandt group figures time is work- | 
ing on its side in forcing Hughes | 
to sell to it. However, Noah Die- 
trich, Hughes’ chief lieutenant. told 
VARIETY some weeks ago that plan 
was to put the theatre shares in 
trusteeship. 

While Brandt cohorts maintain 


that trusteeship would be disad- 


| ting the theatre income, 


vantageous to Hughes in that he'd 
lose control of the stock, Dietrich 
said it would be favorable, since it 
would enable him to continue get- 


B.0. Rivals in Legit, 
‘Harvey,’ ‘Yesterday’ 
Play Next Door as Pix 


Two legit shows which vied for 
top boxoffice honors in N. Y. a 
couple of seasons back wil! renew 
the rivalry shortly on Broadway, 
but in film form, Universal, which 
paid $1.000,000 for the, screen 
rights, will open its adaptation of 
“Harvey” at the Astor on Dec. 20, 
Columbia's “Born Yesterday” will 
move into the competition five davs 
later when it tenants the Victoria 
next door. Rights to the latter 
film cost Columbia $750,000. 

Slated as another entry for the 
Broadway b.o. sweepstakes at the 
holiday season is 20th-Fox’s “Mud- 
lark,” which recently earned Com- 
mand Performance honors in Eng- 


land. Film preems at the Rivoli 
on Dec. 21. 








U'sHarmony 
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reported recently as exercising the 
whip hand in U. Actually, the in- 
ternal workings of the setup have 
been relatively smooth considering 
the diversity of interest of the Brit- 
ish producer, the American man- 
agement and the Spitz-Goetz group, 
which got its stock through merger 


with U of its International produc- 
tion unit. 


Rank, it is said, has “asked for 


‘nothing that he hasn’t received,” 


while the American group has re- 
ceived the same treatment from 
him. Spitz, it is agreed, has been 
playing an increasingly important 
role in top-echelon decision-mak- 
ing, but not a dominant one and 
not one that isn’t in harmony with 


| that of Blumberg and Rank. 


xiving rise to the more recent 
reports that Rank was trying to 
dominate was undoubtedly the 
withdrawal of Joseph Seidelman as 
foreign chief some months ago and 
more recent appointment of Daft 
to the worldwide sales post. Seidel- 


man’s resignation was admittedly 


the result of ill-feeling between 
him and John Davis, Rank's chief 
lieutenant, 


Daff, it is equally true, is un- 
doubtedly favored by Rank and 
Davis. However, refuting the idea 
that this means he is not similarly 
approved by the Spitz and Blum- 
berg groups is the fact that he was 
originally suggested for the world- 
wide job by Spitz. 

_ Feldman’s appointment last week 
involved a lower-echeion political 
situation that resulted in resigna- 
tion of A. J. O’Keefe. Latter had 
been assistant general salesman- 


/ager for the past five years and it 


was originally supposed that he 
would become domestic sales chief 
when William A. Scully left. Scully 


decided to go into a semi-retire- 
,Ment consultant status about six 


weeks ago. 

Management’s naming of Feld- 
man to the Scully vacancy is be- 
lieved to have influenced O’Keefe’s 
decision to walk. Feldman was 
under O'Keefe as eastern salesman- 
ager for the past year. Before that 
he was western sales manager for 
four years. He joined U in 1929 
as a salesman and was soon pro- 


|moted to manager of the Denver 


office, with regular advancements 
Since then. 

; O'Keefe was with U for 20 years, 
rising from branch to district to 
western salesmanager prior to his 
appointment as assistant general 
salesmanager. 

Technically, the new domestic 
sales topper won't actually fill 
Scully’s shoes. Scully was v.p. in 


charge of distribution, a post that 
is unfilled, inasmuch as Daff was 
jumped from foreign chief to the 
newly-created post of worldwide 
sales head. 
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Depinet Outlines Plans for 32 Films 
In Ist Independent Year for RKO 


New RKO film firm will 
away from its theatre-operating af- 
filiate on Jan. 1 with plans for re- 
leasing 32 features in its first year. 
Stepped-up program will be oc- 
companied by a 27-week sales 
drive designed to hypo the produc- 
tion-distribution organization out 
of its current deficit operation. 

Announcement of the new 
up was made by prexy Ned E. 
Depinet at the company’s thtee- 


day pre-divorcement meeting in 
N. Y. which concludes today 
(Wed.). Depinet, who had returned 


to the homeoffice last Sunday (3) 
after Coast huddles with principal 
stockholder Howard Hughes, ex- 
pressed confidence that the new 
pix company will be successful de- 
spite the disaffiliation from the ex- 
hib partner. 

Schedule of 32 films for 1951 
represents an increase of six over 
the past year. However, the pre- 
vious selling season ran from Sept. 
1 to Aug. 31, thus the new listing 
for a calendar year constitutes a 
change in releasing skedding. 


New lineup includes five from 
the Jerry Wald-Norman Krasna 
team, first of which is “I Married 


a Woman,” marital comedy written 
by Goodman Ace, which is now in 
preparation. This is tentatively set 


for July 7 release. Walt Disney 
will contribute “Alice in Wonder- 
land” as a July 28 release, Depinet 
reported. He added that the Dis- 
ney pic. which will be in Techni- 
color, will be heralded with a full- 
page ad in Life six months in 


of its distribution. 
Goldwyn Has 8 
Goldwyn’s part in 
program listing is indefinite. as 
vet, but likely will be “Story of 
Hans Christian Andersen.” He dis- 
closed the producer has eight story 
properties under consideration but 
probably will do the Andersen pic 
if he ean east it satisfactorily. 
Danny Kaye and James Stewart 
are being considered for the title 
role, with Moira Shearer slated for 
the top femme assignment. The 
Goldwyn picture is tentatively list- 
ed for handling by RKO in July. 
An exploitation special on the 
(Continued on page 20) 
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Herman Levy Cautions. 
That All Drive-Ins Don’t 


Get Crack At Ist Run 


general coun- 
Owners of Amer- 
ica, yesterday (Tues.) cautioned 
against drawing the conclusion 
that the drive-in decision of the 
Philadelphia district court means 
that all ozoners automatically will 
have -the right to negotiate for 
first-run product. He points out 
that 
suit was that Milgram’s 
the Boulevard, was “suitable” 
showing pix on first-run. 

Consequently, Levy observed in 
a press statement, it is important 
that the suitability of each drive- 
in house in each locality must be 
considered individually. He added 
it was not possible to adopt an 
overall formula determining the 
dealings of distribs with all out- 
door houses. 

Levy stressed that the competi- 
tive factors in any given situation 
shall decide the licensing policy 
for prior runs under the Philadel- 


Herman M. Levy, 
sel tor Theatre 


theatre, 
for 


phia ruling, if it is sustained. For 
this reason, the Milgram action 
Was not a “local” matter. 





Skeds TV Shots 
To Build Rex Allen 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Repub'ic is setting a precedent 
by lining up a series of TV appeat- 
ances as part of a buildup cam- 
paign for Rex Allen, its giddyap 
star. To date only Monogram has 
looked the other,way when its con- 
tractecs appeared on_ television, 
neither prohibiting nor senction- 
ing such acts officially. 
\llicn has three video shots on 
his program, and “epublic is nego- 
tinting for at least one more. 


Rep 


step 


line-- 


the opinion in the Miigram | 





Joseph H. Hazen 


is of the opinion that the TV Chal- 
lenge May Stimulate Pix Biz 
to the Fullest Blossom of 
its Potential 


in @ piece entitled 


The Will To Survive 


7 * * 


an interesting editorial feature 
in the upcoming 


45th 


Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


See Test Dates 


On Prior Run In 
Drive-In Verdict 


Test bookings to determine the 
qualifications of drive-in theatres 
for prior-run product 
viewed as a likely result of last 
week’s Philadelphia federal court 
decision directing that sky’s-the- 
roofers be given the same film- 
licensing opportunity as conven- 
tional houses. 

In view of the ruling. distribs 
figure that they still would be free 
to sell prior-run away from the 
ozoners if booking experiments 
show that launching the films at 
the drive-ins means. detracting 














from bookings in subsequent situ-}| 
Thus, the interpretation is | 


ations. 
that the decision does not auto- 
matically mean that drive-ins are 


entitled to prior-runs on the basis | 


of their ability to pay. Instead, 
the companies could license a 
i group of perhaps six pix to the 
drive-in for the sake of experi- 
ment. If the résults show conclu- 
sively that the bookings have a de- 
pressive effect on the value of the 
films at follow-up theatres, the 


, outdoor house in the future. 
Philly case involved the Boule- 
vard drive-in, situated between 
Bethlehem and _ Allentown, Pa. 
Operator of the house, and plain- 
tiff in the action, is David Mil- 
gram. Finding for the latter, Fed- 
eral court judge Kirkpatrick stat- 
ed: “Without exception the dis- 
tributors have refused to consider 
any bids from the plaintiff for 
first-run films and have stated with 
substantial unanimity they will 
not license such films, even though 
he may offer, as he has offered on 
two occasions, higher prices than 
could be obtained from exhibitor 
defendants.” The other exhibs in 


(Continued on page 20) 


LOEW’S $1.55 EARNINGS, 
$7,900,000 FOR YEAR 


Loew’s had earnings of $1.55 per 
share in its fiscal year ended last 
Aug. 31, it was estimated this week 
by E. F. Hutton & Co., stock 
brokers. Major is slated to release 
official figures next month on its 
profit. 

Figured on the basis of common 
shares outstanding, the estimated 
$1.55 net would represent earnings 
of approxim: itely $7,900,000 for the 
year. Loew's reported income ‘of 
$6,744,761 for the fiscal year ended 
Aug. 31, 1949. This was equivalent 
to $1.31 per share. 

Wall street investment firm, com- 
menting on the industry generally, 
states in a report on a market and 
business survey that film stocks 
are “well deflated at current levels 
and appear attractive for income 
and modest appreciation.” Theatre 
attendance is expected to rise and 
foreign revenue is likely to show 
;new improvements. 





are being | 


companies believe they would be. 
justified in selling away from the) 


WHAT'S FIRST 





Theatre television backers, itch- 
ing to get their new medium roll- 
|ing, are running into the same 
| “chicken-or-the-egg” problem that 
plagued home video immediately 
after the war—whether set instal- 

lations or good programs will come 
first. Exhibitors are extremely 
wary of plunking down up to $25.- 

000 for the necessary equipment, 
and yet it’s agreed that the profit- 
making programs won't become 
available until enough theatres in- 

stall the equipment to provide the 

necessary boxoffice. 

If the progress of home TV is 
any indication, however, big-screen 
proponents are hoping that their 
medium will mature the same way. 

In the broadcast TV indusiry, 
while execs were wondering how 
| to get people to buy feceivers to 
| watch the poor programs then be- 
ing aired and also how to lure ad- 

vertisers to pour money in for such 
|a small audience, 
| tor took hold. 
| public rushed 
|}same time, thereby solving both 
| problems almost simultaneously. 
Theatre TV’ites hope the same sit- 
uation will apply to their medium. 

News of RCA’s decision to trim 
| prices on big-screen 
down. to $13,500 if 500 or more ex- 
hibs order the units, meanwhile, is 
expected to have wide ramifica- 
tions. While a number of indie 
exhibs and top circuits are now 
considering placing orders, it’s be- 
lieved too early to tell exactly how 
much business RCA will attract 
with its new price scale. But of 
equal importance is the probability 

(Continued on page 20) 


Sheaffer Sells U Stock; 


Goldenson’s Par Report; 
| Girden’s Translux Sale 


Washington, Dec. 5. 


into video at the 





the board of Universal Pictures, 
sold 1,800 shares of that company’s 
$1 par common stock in a series 
of six transactions in the monthly 
period from Oct. 11 to Nov. 10, the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 


shares. 


Leonard H. Goldenson, president 
‘of United Paramount Theatres, 


ing the SEC that he owned 400 
shares of United Par common, that 
he had bought certificates of inter- 
est for another 300, giving him cer- 
tificates for 1,750 more shares; and 
that he and his wife jointly owned 
certificates for 250 shares in the 
exhibition chain. 

William M. Girden, of Translux, 
sold 2,000 shares of the chain’s $1 
common and retains only 500, he 
notified SEC. Frederick R. Ryan, 
member of the board of Republic, 
Pix, bought 500 shares of the $1 
cumulative preferred, upping his 
holdings to 1,200, plus an additional 
800 shares of the 50c common. R. 
B. Larue, of General Precision 
Equipment Corp., increased his 
holding of the corporation's no par 
common to 300 shares, by the pur- 
chase of an additional 100. 

In the broadcasting field, Samuel 
Paley reported making a gift of 
1,000 shares of Columbia Broad- 
casting $2.50 class B common, leav- 
ing him with 15,000 shares in 
which he claims no beneficial in- 
terest. He also has in his name 
7,000 shares of the class A $2.50 
par common in which he says he 
has no beneficial interest. Ralph 
F. Colin, of the CBS board, 
50 of his 1,078 shares of Class A 
common. Dr. Peter C. Goldmark, 
recently elected a CBS vicepresi- 
dent, notified the Commission that 
he didn't own any CBS stock. 

Three officers of RCA made pur- 
chases of that company’s no par 
common stock. Charles B. Jolliffs 
increased his shares to 400 by pur- 
chasing 100. Harold R. Maag 
bought 100 shares, which gives him 
300; and L. W. Teegarden bought 
200 shares, making a total of 241 
‘for him. 
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the novelty fac-| 
Advertisers and the 


equipment | 


| RKO 


Daniel M. Scheaffer, member of. 


reports. This left Sheaffer with 907 | 
{ 


Theatre TV's Sock-to-Fair Army-Navy 
Biz; B&K Happy Over Big 10 Draw 





Sidney Sheldon 
ribs censorship in 
Mustn’t Do That! 
i ” * 


another editorial feature in the 
forthcoming 


15th 


Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Wald-Krasna Help 
Fix RKO Pix Not: 
On Their Sked 














op 


Six theatres carrying the Army- 
Navy football game Saturday (1) 
via big-screen television reported 
business ranging from excellent 
down to only fair for the afternoon. 
While the game was carried on the 
full NBC-TV network, and so was 
not an exclusive for the theatres, 
Sam Pinanski’s Pilgrim, Boston, 
played to SRO biz during the day. 

Two United Paramount theatres 
in Chicago and one in Detroit, 
which had carried football games 
through the season, bypassed the 
contest. Circuit has a theatre TV 
tie with the Big 10 and, with nego- 
tiations now in progress for next 
season, didn’t want to jeopardize 
its relations with the midwest con- 
ference by carrying a non-Big 10 
game. 





TOA Analysis of Theatre TV 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Boxoffice potential of theatre 
television is just “a matter 
of stretching your imagination.” 
That’s the enthusiastic analysis of 


| David Wallerstein, Balaban & Katz 


v.p. and co-chairman of the teevee 
committee of Theatre Owners of 
America. Opinion is based large- 
ly on B&K’s experiences with big- 


; screen telecasting of five Big Ten 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Jerry Wald and Norman Krasna, 
in addition to prepping their own 
slate of pix, are actively engaged 
in the editing, previewing and 
polishing of 15 pix which were 
either on the RKO shelf or in pro- 
duction when they joined the stu- 
dio. They’re getting no screen 
credit and no compensation for the 
chore. 

They are doing it, it is said, un- 
der a gentleman’s agreement with 
topper Howard Hughes as 
part of their five-year indie pro- 
duction deal at the studio. Pix on 
which they have been working in- 
clude “Two Tickets to Broadway,” 
“Sons of the Musketeers” and 
“This Kind of Woman.” 

With the USO and War Dept. 
anxious for them to go ahead with 
the film, W&K are planning a 
switch in their story on the war- 
time entertainment agency. It was 
to have starred Al Jolson. It now 
will star a femme actress instead. 
Frederick Hazlett Brennan is do-. 
ing the screenplay. 





CHADWICK EXPECTS 


filed an amended July report show- | 


| 
| 


original soundtrack. 


“yt Impellitteri to Be 


PETRILLO TV DEAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Citing independent producers’ 
need to have both theatre and 
video distribution in order to sur- | 
vive, I. E. Chadwick, prexy of In- | 
dependent Motion Picture Pro- |} 
ducers Assn., reported he expects | 
deal with James C. Petrillo short- | 
ly permitting release of indie films 
for television. Petrillo has been 
open to a deal for some time. He 
recently okayed one with Robert 
Lippert on basis of payment of 
5’~ of each station’s class A rate 
eard for time consumed for each 
showing. Lippert, however, wanted 
only to repay musicians who made 


Deal with indies probably will 
follow pattern of offer to Lippert. 
Chadwick reported that theatre use 
of indie pix no longer is enough, 
and since foreign productions are 
presently cornering all video coin 
it’s about time indies were allowed 
a chance to collect what revenue 
is available in the medium. 





Saluted by Exhibs 


N. Y.’s Mayor Vincent R. Impel- 


| litteri will be saluted by a majority | 


of the city’s top theatre operators 
at a testimonial dinner at the Hotel | 
Astor on Dec 18 S. H. Fabian is 
serving as general chairman, 
Various committees at work on 
arrangements, are headed by Ed 


Rugoff, Harry Brandt, Robert M. 
Weitman, Jack Levin and Morton | 
Sunshine. 


,at $650.000-$700,000. 


football games, which wound up 
with good results last week in two 
of the circuits’ houses. 

Final two U. of Illinois games, 
telecast exclusively in State-Lake 
and Tivoli theatres, did overflow 
biz at the Loop house and near- 
capacity at the south side Tivoli. 

B&K exec indicated he is con- 
fident that the public will buy the- 
atre video. especially if exclusive 
fare is offered. Because of the 
conference ban on regular live 
telecasting, the five Big Ten games 
were only shown on the B&K 
screens. Next big step is to get 
more theatres equipped for video, 
Wallerstein pointed out. This not 
only will make it possible to ob- 
tain exclusive rights to major 
sports events and other entertain- 
ment for big screen telecasting but 
will also work to reduce the price 
of equipment. 

RCA has already 
would be able to cut 


indicated it 
its $25,000 


| tag for its direct transmission the- 


atre system if it were assured of 
sufficient orders for large-scale 
production. 

B&K uses both the RCA system 
and the Paramount instantaneous 
film method. RCA equipment, used 
in the Tivoli, requires no extra 


(Continued on page 18) 


Media, Prockter Into 
Major Picture Prod. 
In Switch From Tele 


In a switch on the usual films to 
television procedure, two compa- 
nies which have concentrated un- 
til now on producing video shows 
are entering major film produc- 
tion. They are Media _ Produc- 
tions, which is teaming with United 
Productions of America to turn 
out a film titled “The Thurber 
Carnival,” and Prockter Produc- 
tions, which has set plans for five 
feature-length films for theatrical 
release. 

Media Productions was formed 
by legit producer T. Edward Ham- 
bleton, Alfred Stern and John 
Houseman, with Howard Teich- 
man and Telenews. Latter two, 
however, have since bowed out of 
the company. Organized original- 
ly to produce films especially for 
TV, the outfit turned out two 27!4- 
minute pix, both of which have 
shown a profit. They are “The 
Stronger,” with Geraldine  Fitz- 
gerald, and “Gloria. a Day in the 
Life of a Chorus Girl.” 

Thurber film will be 





budgeted 
with author 
James Thurber taking an active 
part in the production and reserv- 
ing the right to okay al! seripts and 
material. (‘Thurber is reportediy 
still peeved about what he claims 
was the poor treatment given his 
“Secret Life of Walter Mitty” by 
(Continued on page 62) 
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IAAL hg: 


Alan Ladd» Mona Freeman 
Charles Bickford in 
“BRANDED” with Robert 
Keith « Joseph Calleia 
Peter Hanson + Selena 
Royle + Tom Tully - Color 
by Technicolor - Produced 
by Mel Epstein - Directed 
by Rudolph Mateé - Screen- 
play by Sydney Boehm 
and Cyril Hume + Based 
on a novel by Evan Evans 











tHe Bic FACT: 


Louella Parsons Reports That Alan Ladd is “One of the 
Most Publicized Persons of the Century's First 50 Years.” 


ALAN LADD is one of the WORLD FIGURES MOST WRITTEN ABOUT SINCE 1900 

—and one of only two film personalities included. List is result of survey by 

famed Burrelle Clipping Service—radioed as another Parsons scoop over coast 
to coast network of the American Broadcasting Company! 













































THE BiG GUN 
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@ yOu've waited for since “Whispering Smith” is 


ALAN LADD | 
BRanplP 


COLOR BY 


TECHNICOLOR 


“Top he-man coin-grabber” in “perfect Ladd vehicle” | 








with “glorious scenery for Technicolor” adds up to 
"large scale western” for “profitable returns!” 


(quotes: Variety, Independent, Showmen’s, M.P. Daily, Daily Variety) 


‘ 


eae EN SI] ives you 3 big ones in January: “Branded” 
Martin & Lewis in “At War With The Army’: “The Goldbergs” 
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L.A. Lags Again But ‘Craig’ Good 
$8.00: Tripoli’ NG 206, ‘Southside’ 
Fair 156, ‘Solomon’ Fine 306, 3d 


Los Angeles, Dec. 5. * 

First-run pace is lagging Sa. 7 
weck with only four new bills, and | 
some of them not much help. A | 
heavy fog was blamed for failure 


of last week’s biz to measure up 
but it still finished ahead of recent 
sessions 

Rest of new bills is “Harriet 
Craig which is shaping good 
$28.000 or near in two theatres 
oT poli’ looms very mild around 
<92() 000, also in two !ouses. Just 
fair $17,000 is shaping for “High 
Lonesome” in five sites while 
“Southside 1-100” is fair $15,000 


in two spots. 


third frame of “King Solomon's 


nes” still is nice at $30,000 for | 
third frame in two locations while 
second round of “All About Eve” | 
j ood $36.000 in five houses 
oy no’ looms fine $7,500 in 

ond roadshow frame. Second 

sion of “West Point Story” 1s 
r to $22.000 In three spots. 


This Week 
Angeles, Chinese, 

Wilshire ‘FWC) 
1.719; 1.248: 2,296: 
About Eve” (20th) 
$36,000. Last 
S6- O00. 

liollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756: 1,757: 2.344: 60-$1)—. 
“West Point Story” (WB) (2d wk). 
Fair $22,000. Last week, good 
§37.000. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UA) 
(2.404; 1,538; 60-$1)—‘King Solo- 
mons Mines” (M-G) (3d wk). Nice 
$30.000. Last week, sock $36,000. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2.- 
890; 2,812; 50-$1)—“‘Harriet Craig” 
‘Col) and “Blues Busters” (Mono). 
Neat $28,000. Last week, ‘Mad 
Wednesday” (RKO) and “Pgymy 
Island” (Col), $16,700. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398: 1,451: 50- 
$1'\—"Tripoli” (Par) and “Indian 
Territory” ‘Col) ‘L.A. Par only). 
Mild $20,000. Last week, “Copper 
Canyon” (Par) and “Music in 
Moonlight” (Rep) (reissue) (2d 
wk}, $15.300. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 


Estimates for 


Los 


Lovola, 


Uptown, 

(2.097 
60-$1)— 
2d wk). 


Good week, sock 


(2.210; 1,106; 50-$1)—‘Southside 
1-1000" ‘Mono) and “Two Lost 
Worlds” ‘EL). Fair $15,000. Last 
week, “Right Cross” (M-G) and 


“Dial 1119” (M-G) (2d wk), $13.000. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, 
Studio City, Culver ‘(UA-FWC) 
(2.100; 1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 60- 
$1\—“High Lonesome” ‘EL) and 
“Good Time Girl’ (FC). Light 
$17,000. Last week, ‘‘Milkman” 


pik and “Bandit Queen” ‘Lip) (9° 


davs), $22,500. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 60-$1) — 
“Faust and Devil’ (Col) (3d wk). 
Slow $1,000. Last week, $1,600. 

Fine Arts ‘FWC) (677; $1.20; 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (3d wk). 
Opens third frame today (Tues.). 
Lust week, big $7,500. 


‘Eye’ Fancy $18,000 In 
St. Loo; ‘Guerrilla’ OK 
166; ‘Solomon’ 196, 2d 


St. Louis, Dec. 5. 
Trade in downtown sector is be- 





ing hypoed by practically all retail ' 


stores remaining open twice week- 
ly up to 9 o’clock until Christmas. 
“All about Eve” is grabbing fancy 
coin at Ambassador but “American 
Guerrilla” did not finish its first 
week at the Fox much above an 
okay figure. “King Solomon's 
Mines” is holding nicely in second 
round at Loew’s. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000: 
75)—"All About Eve” (20th). 
$18.000. Last week, 
(Par) and “Jackpot” 

Fox (F&M) ‘5.000: 
Point Story” (WB) and 
cover Girl” *U). Opened 
(Tues.). Last week, 
Guerrilla” (20th) and 
Mil” (U), okay $16,000. 

Loew's ‘Loew! (3.172: 
“King Solomon’s Mines” 
wk). 
wow $20,000 first stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) 13. 500; 
“Let's Dance” 'Par) and * 
(20th) ‘m.o.). Oke 
weck. “Milkman” (U) and 
Grande” ‘Re A $10,000. 

St. Louis +F&M) 14.000; 60-75)— 
Closed. Last week, “Kind Hearts” 
(EL) and “Tight Little Island” 
slow $4,000. 


Fancy 


(20th), $15.000 
60-75)—" West 


today 
“American 
“Wyoming 


50-75)—~ 
(M-G) (2d 


at 15)— 
Jackpot” 
$10) 500. Last 


Shubert (Ind) (1,500: 60-75)— 
“Breakthrough” ‘WB) and “Blues 
Busters” (Mono). Nice $5,000. Last 
week, “Trigger, Jr.” *Rep) ele 
‘Cowtown? “Col), $2,500, | 


‘Tripoli’ Strong $15,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Baby’ Big 146 


Montreal, Dec. 5. 








Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week 
‘Based on 
Last Year 
‘Based on 17 


Cagney Bangup 
$11,000 in K.C. 





$422,900 
18 theatres.) 
$485,600 


theatres) 














Kansas City. Dec. 5. 

Wickets are doing moderately 
this week, after upbeat last ses- 
sion “West Point Story,’ at 
Missouri, shapes fine. Jackpot” 
is slow in three houses as 1s 
“Tripoli” at the Paramount. Mid- 
land continues to do well with 
“King Solomon’s Mines” in a 
second week. Mild weather pre- 


vailed up to weekend when colder 
temperatures hit. 
Estimates for This Week 

Esquire ‘(Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
65'—“‘Ravaged Earth” (Indie) and 
“Blood and Thunder” (Indie). 
Solid $3,800, best money at house 
in many weeks. Last week, “Im- 
mortal Sergeant” (20th) and “Wing 
and a Prayer” (20th) (reissues). 
$2.500. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 50-75) — 
“Henry V” (UA) (2d wk). Near 
pace of first week, pleasing $1,800. 
Last week, $2,000. 

Midland ‘(Loew’s) (3.500; 45-65) 
—‘King Solomon’s Mines” ‘(M-G) 
(2d wk). Big $14,000. Last week. 
great $23,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2.650; 45-65) — 
“West Point Story” ‘WB and 
“Avengers” (Rep). Fine $11.000 
for Cagney opus. Last week, 
“Where Danger Lives” ‘RKO’ and 
“Border Treasure” (RKO), mild 
$9.000. 

Orpheum 
55-75)—"‘No Way Out’ 
turns house to solo film policy, 
after intermittent legit. 
$8.000 or near. Last week, legit. 

Paramount (United Par) (1.900; 
45-65)— “Tripoli (Par) and “Cas- 
sino to Korea’ Pas), Light $8,000. 


(Fox Midwest) ‘1.913; 
(20th). Re- 


Last week. “Let’s Dance” (Par) 
(2d wk), $8,200. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway ‘(Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 45-65) 
|_—_-“‘ Jackpot” (20th). Sluggish $12,- 
000. Last week. “I'l Get By’ 
(20th), good $16,000. 





‘Kiss’ Tasty $12,500 In 
Toronto; ‘Tripoli’ 10G 


Toronto, Dee. 5. 
Such action films as “Two Flag 





60- | 


“Let's Dance” | 


“Under- | 


Holding to nice $19.000 after 


“Rio | 


(Ud 


_ 


West,” “Tripoli,” “Wyoming Mail” 
‘and “Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” are 
keeping the first-runs in a happy 
mood. Biz also is holding steady 
on such holdovers as “All About 
Eve” in two houses and “Trio. 
Estimates for This Week 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (Taylor) (1,059; 955: 698; 694; 
35-57)—""Wyoming Mail” ‘U) and 
“Chain Gang” ‘Col). Neat $13,000. 
Last week, “Cairo Road” (Mono) 
(Continued on page 24) 


Light | 


Three new entries are giving biz 
generally a boost with two hold- 
overs shaping neatly. “Tripoli” 
looks best of newcomers with great 
session at the Princess. ‘Pretty 


week at $21.000. 





Baby” also is hefty at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace ‘C.T.) (2.625; 34-60) — 
“Summer Stock’ (M-G) ‘(2d wk). 
{Oke $15.000 following socko first 
at $18.000. 

Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Pretty Baby” (WB). Hefty $14. 
000. Last week, “Copper Canyon” 
(Par) (2d wk), okay $11,000. 

Princess ‘C.T.) (2.131; 34-60) —| 
“Tripoli” (Par), Great $15,000. | 
Last week, “Union Station” ‘Par), 
$13,000. 

Loew's (C.T.) (2.855; 40-65)— 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) (2d wk). Still 
fine $17,000. after hefty opening 


Imperial ‘C.T.) (1.839; 34-60) —| 
“Isle of Samoa” (Col) and ‘“Palo- | 
mino” ‘Col). Big $8,000. Last 
week, “Road to Glory” (20th) and 
“Four Men and Prayer” (20th) ‘re- | 
issues), $7.500 





Jackpot’ Lusty 
$22,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
The Army-Navy annual grid 
classie last Saturday meant little 


to first-runs although biggest 
crowd in vears was here for game. 
Best of newcomers is “The Jack- 
pot.” which shapes fancy at the 
Fox even if it did not measure up 
to hopes on initial shows. “Emer- 
gency Wedding” looks dull at 
Aldine. Second week of “King 
Solomon’s Mines” still is great af 
Stanley. ‘‘West Point Story” con- 
tinues brisk in second Mastbaum 
week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine ‘WB) (1.303: 50-95)— 
“Emergency Wedding” «Col). Wan 
$7,500. Last week, “Edge of Doom” 
(RKO) (2d wk), nice $10,500. 
Boyd (WB) (2.360: 50-99)— 
“Harriet Craig” (Col) (2d wk). Slim 
$12,000 after fair $18,000 opener. 
Earle ‘WB) ~ ‘2.700; 
“Killer That Stalked New 
(Col). Fair $14.000. Last 
“Where Danger’ Lives” 
same. 
Fox 


York” 
week, 
(RKO), 


(20th) (2.250: 50-99)— 
“Jackpot” (20th). Fast $22,000. 
Last week, “American Guerrilla” 
(20th) (2d wk), $14,000. 
Goldman ‘Goldman) 
99\—"‘Two Weeks 
(M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
week, neat $16,000. 


(1,200: 
With 


50- 
Love” 


“West Point Story” 
Good $21,000 
opener. 

| Randolph (Goldman) 
99)—"*Let’s Dance” 
| Trim $12,000 after $17,500 for seec- 
ond week. 


(WB) (2d wk). 
after solid $28,000 


(2,500; 50- 


Stanley (WB) ‘2.950; 50-99)— | 
“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) (2d | 
wk). Great $26,000. Last week, | 
terrific $37,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99)— 
“Hell Town” tIndie) and “Buffalo 


(Indie) (reissues). 
Last week, 


Stampede” 


$12,500. “Captive Girl” 


(Col) and “Counterspy”  ‘Col), 
$11.500. 
Trans-Lux ‘(T-L) (500; 50-99)— 


“Trio” (Par) (3d wk). 
Last week. $7.500. 


Nice $6,000. 


Cincy Mercury Climbs, SO Does Bir; 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5. 


Biz generally has regained a, 
sturdy trend in wake of record 
early-winter freeze last week. 


Woman On Pier 13” plus support 
of Arthur Godfrey’s Talent Scouts 
has biggest coin total 
“West Point Story” is sturdy at 
Palace while “Milkman” looks oke 
in Keith’s. These are the only new 
bills. “King Solomon’s Mines” and 
“Jackpot” are holdover winners. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aibee (RKO) (3,100; 55-95)—)! 
“Woman On Pier 13" (RKO) and 
Arthur Godfrey's Talent Scouts 
onstage. Latter the builder-upper 
for an okay $20,000. Last week. 
“Let's Dance” (Par), pleasing $11.,- 
000 at 39-75c scale. 

Be (Mid-States) (2,000; 39. | 

jo—"‘Juckpot” (20ib) (2d : wk). 


currently. | 


‘Story’ Stout 126, ‘Milkman’ Big 86 


World ‘Goldwurm & Schwartz) | Estimates for This Week 
(460: 50-99:'—"Bitter Rice” (Indie) | Aladdin ‘Fox! (1,400; 35-74) — 
(2d wk). Solid $7.500 after mighty | “Woman on Run” (U) and “Bed- 
$9, 000 openel side Manner” (Indie). day-date 

with Tabor, Webber. Fine &3.500 
} Last week, “Three Husbands” 
;(UA) and “Chain Gang” (Col) 
$4.000. 
Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1.500: 35- 
74) — ‘Two Weeks with Love’ 
‘(M-G?) (2d wk!. Good $6.500. Last 
week. fine $10,500. 
Denham ‘Cockrill) (1.750: 35-74) 
— “Let’s Dance” (Par) (2d wk) 
Good $6,000 trailing $6500 Way off at $7.500. Last week, big 
preem. $14,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 39-75)— Denver (Fox) (2.525: 35-74) — 
“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) ‘3d “W est Point Story” (WB) and “Big 
wk). Solid $7,500 on heels of strong, Timber” (Mono), day-date with 
$8.500 second round. Esquire. Big $19,000 or near. Last 

Keith’s (Mid-States) (1.542: 39- Week. “Jackpot” (20th) and “Miii- 
75)—"Milkman” ‘U). Big $8.000 or tary Academy” (Col), $18,000. 
‘near, reflecting lift from creamy Esquire ‘Fox) (742: 35-74) — 
‘advance campaign. Last week. “West Point Story” (WB) and “Big 
| “Kansas Raiders” ‘U), $6,500. Timber” (Mono), also Denver. Sock 

Lyric ‘RKO) (1,500: 39-75)— | $4 000. Last week, “Jackpot” 
| “Holy Year At Vatican” (Indie) | ‘20th) and “Military Academy” 
'dualed in first half with “Happy | ‘Col’. $3,500. 

Years” (M-G) and in second halt | Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 35-74) 
with “Let’s Dance” (Par) ‘m.o.). “Miniver Story” ‘(M-G) and 
| Fairish $4,500. Last week, a E “Cowtown” (Col) (2d wk-4 davs) 
Town” (Indie) and “Buffalo Stam- | SPlit with “China Sky” (RKO) and 
pede” (Indie) (reissues), $4,000. “Bombardier” (RKO) (reissues), 3' 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: $0-78)— | days. Poor $9,000. Last week, 
“West Point Story” «WB). Sturdy '“Miniver” and “Cowtown,” fair |! 
| $12,000 or over. Last week, “Where | $11.500. 
| Danger Lives’ (RKO), favorable Paramount ‘Fox) (2,200: 35-74) 


' $8,500. 906? 


| All 
heralded 


50-99 )— | 


$10,000. Last | 
Mastbaum ‘WB) (4.360; 50-99)— | 


(M-G) (3d wk). 


‘Story’ Great $23,000, 
Denver, ‘On Run’ $11,000 


Fine | 


| 


Hub’s Holdovers Hold Down Trade; 
‘Joan’ $10,000; ‘Solomon’ Fat 296, 2d 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week 
(Based on 22 cities 


$2,065,000 
190 the- 


atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 


ing 


N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 


Last Year . 
(Based on 24 cities 


thea 


, 


tres.) 


$2,347,000 
and 202 








‘Eve Standout 
In Mols., $12,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

Among current newcomers, “All 
About Eve” stands out best, but 
even it is not so good. Current 
downbeat stems partly from prox- 
imitv of Christmas. Aside from 
“King Solomon’s Mines,” in third 
week, some moveovers, most pix 
are turning in dull totals. 


ys 
vv 

| 
erally 


/holdovers at most houses 
‘“King Solomon’s Mines” 


, 
beth 


Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Let's Dance” (Par) im.o.). Mild 
$4.000. Last week. ““Woman on the 
Run” (U), slow $4,500. | 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— 
“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) (3d 
wk). Still in high. One of season's 


real 


here 
Last 


(Mono) 


boxoffice 
Big $7 
ond cz 

Lyric 
“Amer 


performers 
.000 after smash $9,500 
into. 

(Par) (1,000; 
ican Guerrilla’ (20th) u 
from State. Okay 
week, “Southside 
and “Blues Buster” 


1-1 
(M 


sad $3,000. 


Radio City ‘Par) ‘4.000; 
About Eve” 


looms. 
(Par). 


RKO-Orpheum ‘(RKO) (2.800: 
“Harriet 
$7.000. 
Lives” 

RKO-Pan 
—*The 


70) 


Geron 


combo for this spot. 
week, 


Last 
(EL) a 


(20th). W 
but only good $1 
Last week, 
mild $10,000. 


Craik” (Col). 
Last week, “Where 
(RKQO), same. 

(RKO) (1,600; 3 
Torch” ‘EL) and 
imo” ‘EL). 


“Prehistoric Wor 


nd “Chain Gang” ‘Col), 


$6,200. 


State 
“Right 
merits and cast 
dough. 
“Amer 

World 
“Toast of New Orleans” 
, Winning favor and getting help, 
from cast names. Good $3.500. 
Miniver Story’ 


too, 
Last 
(M-G) 


“West Point Story” 


news 
smash 


on the 


spots. 


at Par 


down 


week, 


‘Par) 
Cross” 


(2.300: 50- 
(M-G). F 
names 
Fair $7,000. 
ican Guerrilla” 
(Mann) 


Last 


(400; 


“New 


(3d wk), okay $2,000. 





Denver. Dec. 
here this 
in two 
Run” 
“Quicksand” 
amount. 
sharply, 


session, | 
theatres. “W< 


shapes 


“Miniver 


is the 


here. 
sec- 


50-70)— 


fae .3. 


$4,500. 


000" 
ono), 


50-70)— 


idely 
2.000 


“Let’s Dance” 


35- 
Fair 


Danger 


5-70) 


“Tl Killed 
Strong twin bill 
Light $5,000. 


nan” 
good 


70)— 


ilm’s 


attracting 
week, 
(20th) $7,500. 
50-85 )— 
(M-G). 


5. 
big 

yeiny 

man 


also is nice in three 


okay 


Most holdovers are 
Story” 


now showing enough to stay more 


than four 


days of second rot 


(Continugd on page 24) 


ind. 


Boston, Dee. 5. 

Aftermath of last week’s gen- 
solid grosses resulted in 
with 
at State 
and Orpheum still holding up 
nicely. “West Point Story” at Met 
is fair, while “Let’s Dance” at 
Paramount and Fenway is mild, 
in second round. Only new- 
comer “Joan of Arc” at Memorial 
is a bit disappointing. Boston 
closed last week for an interior 
decoration job, and is skedded to 
reopen Christmas Day with “Ven- 
detta” and possibly a stageshow. 
. Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)\— 
“State Secret” (Col) (2d wk). Okay 
$7.500. Last week, nice $10,000. 

Beacon Hill ‘Beacon Hill, Ine.) 
(780; 40-95)—“‘Golden Salamander” 
(EL) (2d wk). Down to $5,000. Last 
week, fair $7,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1.373: 40-85 }— 
“Let's Dance” (Par) and “Young 
Lovers” (Indie) (2d wk). Off to 
about $4,000 after neat $7,500 for 
first. 

Memorial (RKO) (3.500; 40-85)\— 
“Joan of Arc’ (RKO). First time 
at pop prices but mild $10,000. 
Last week. “Never Dull Moment” 
(RKO), good $15,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 
—"West Point Story” 
“Bandit Queen” (Lip) 
Down to $15,000 after 
0OO for first. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) ‘2d 
wk). Still solid $19,000 after boff 
$28.000 in first. 

Paramount (NET) 
—‘‘Let’s Dance” (Par) and “Young 
Lovers” (Indie) (2d wk). Off to 
$9,000 after good $15,000 for first. 

State ‘Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“King Solomon's Mines” +M-G) «2d 
wk). Holding nicely in with $10, 
000. Last week, hefty $17,000. 


40-85) 
(WB) and 

(2d wk). 
nifty $25,- 


(1,700; 40-85) 





Pitt Digs Out, Biz Up; 
‘Solomon’ Socko $23,000, 
‘Eve’ Big 15G, Both 2d 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5 
Golden Triangle has finally dug 
out of worst snow in history of 
city, and biz is zooming all along 
line. Combination of shopping 
crowds and people just eager to 


‘get out again after being cooped 


' trick, 


up for a full week is doing the 
and sending grosses up 
sharply. Of course, after last 
stanza, in which amusement indus- 


‘try practically came to a standstill, 


anything would be an_ improve- 
ment. “King Solomon’s Mines” is 
kicking forward at Penn after be- 
ing stationary for days. “All About 


Eve’ is shooting into high at Har- 
ris after getting worst break of 
them all, having opened on day 
that storm was at its peak. “West 
‘Point Story” at Stanley and “Des- 
tination Moon” at Warner both are 
getting back on their feet. Only 


“The Jackpot” at Fulton is not re- 
capturing lost momentum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton ‘Shea’ (1,700; 45-80)-— 
“Jackpot” (20th) (2d wk). Excellent 
notices. good word-of-mouth but 
still weakest of all the downtown 
bills. Holding for 9 days, but won't 
make $6.500. Last week, miserable 
$4.000, getting in only one good 
dav before storm broke. 
Harris (Harris) (2.200; 45-80)\— 
\!ll About Eve” (20th) «(2d wk). 
Picking up strong after devastating 
opener and may stick around until 
nearly Xmas. Should hit great 
$15.000 or over, and more than 
double last session. Last week, 
snowbound take was barely $6,000. 
Penn ‘Loew’'s) (3.300; 45-80'— 
“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) ‘2d 
wk. Smashing through to $23,000, 
shooting into high as soon as snow 
got out of way. Holds two extra 
days in second week before mov- 
ing to Ritz. Last week, “Mines” 
had-two and a half big days in be- 
fore storm dropped it ti $15,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“West Point Story” (WB) (2d wk). 
Also climbing out from under and 
will hit close to $12,000 or over. 
Got in only Thanksgiving Day and 
part of following day last week be- 
fort the Big Snow, so it was $7,000. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80'— 


“Destination Moon” (EL) ‘2d wk). 


Another one that’s 
momentum § after 
$8,000. Last week, 


picked up 
storm, strong 
same _as others, 


only $4,000. prague <> 
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Bad Weather, Lesser Pix Bop Chi: 
2 Weeks'-Stooges-Barton Oke 42G, 
Craig -Vaude $35,000; Solomon’ 136 2d 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Bad weather and some weak 
new product are giving the Loop 


e ° . - | 
one of its minor biz seasons, with | 


little support from holdovers. Best 
in town is Oriental entry of “Two 


+ 


, 

| Estimates Are Net 
Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 





Weeks With Love” and Three | tors share on net take, when 
Stooges, Eileen Barton and Sky-| playing percentage, hence the 
larks onstage. With two more estimated figures are net in- 
weeks to go on the same attraction, come. 

it is heading for okay $42,000. Chi- The parenthetic admission 


cago entry of “Harriet Craig” plus 
Gil Lamb and Mary Small topping 
stageshow is slow $35,000 in sight. 
Duo-bill of “The Miniver Story” 
and “Emergency Wedding” is 
shaping average $15,000 at the 
State-Lake. Reissues combo of 
“Room Service” and “Show Busi- 


ness” look fairish $10,000 at Pal- 
ace 

Sole bright spot this week is 
“King Solomon’s Mines,” with 
solid $13,000 prospect in second 
turn at the Grand. “Two Flags 
West” and ‘Admiral Was a Lady” 


is finishing at okay $11,000 in sec- 
ond week at Roosevelt. ‘Petty 
Girl” with “Between Midnight and 
Dawn” is mediocre $10,000 in sec- 
ond round at United Artists. 
“American Guerrilla” is shaping 
very poor $8,000 in fourth stanza 
at the Woods. “Macbeth” con- 
tinues firm at World with $3.200 in 
sight for fourth week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“Harriet Craig’ (Col) with Gil 
Lamb and Mary Small topping ' 
stageshow. Lean $35,000. Last 
week, “The Milkman” (U) and 
Carmen Miranda in person, 
$38.000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Fast $13,000. Last week, 


$19,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
and 3 Stooges, Eileen Barton, Sky- 
larks onstage. Okay $42,000. Last 
week, “West Point Story” (WB) 
with Yvonne DeCarlo heading 
Stageshow (2d wk), nice $33,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Room Service” (RKO) and “Show 
Business” (RKO) (reissues). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Where Danger 
Lives” (RKO) and “Pygmy Island” 
*(Col), $10,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Two Flags West” (20th) and “Ad- 

(Continued on page 24) 





Pre-Xmas Slump Slaps 
Prov.; ‘Joan’ Oke $9,000, 
‘Story’ Fine 106 in 2d 


Providence, Dec. 5. 

Biz is feeling the Christmas 
slump earlier than usual with most 
houses below normal. Fay’s, a 
1,400-seater which recently  in- 
augurated a split-week policy with 
vaude, is shuttering 
(6!. Strand is offering to pick up 
one-half of downtown parking tab 
for theatre patrons. State’s “King 
Solomon’s Mines” is steadiest in 


second week, with nice total. ‘West | 


Point Story” looks fine in 
over at Majestic. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO) and “Call of 
Klondike” (Mono). 
mostly on pop date of “Joan.” Last 
week, “Where Danger Lives” 
(RKO) and “Rio Grande Patrol” 
(RKO), $10,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)— 
“Dark Command” (Indie) and 
Sammy White heading stageshow. 


So-so $4,500. House closing down | 
week, | 


Wednesday (6). Last 
“Blondie” (Col) and Arthur Lake 
onstage for 4-day split-week run, 
weak $5,000. 
Majestic 


(Fay) (2,200; 44-65)-—~ 


“West Point Story” (WB) (2d wk). | 


Scheduled for better second sesh 
than first with nice $10,000. First 
week, scuttled by weekend storm 
was so-so $8,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 44- 
65'\—"Tripoli” (Par) and “Hidden 
City” (Mono). Lively $8,000. Last 
week, “Breakthrough” (WB) 
“Modern Marriage” (Mono), $9,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) (2d 
wk!. Nice $11,000. Last week, okay 
$17,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
-—“Killer That Struck New York’ 
(Col) and “He's A  Cockeyed 
Wonder” (Col). Opened Monday 
(4). Last week, “Emergency Wed- 
ding” (Col) and “Revenue Agent” 
(Col), weak $6,000. Weg 


Wednesday | 


hold- | 


Oke $9,000, | 


and | 


prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








‘Dance’ Lively 


$11,000, Seattle 


Seattle. Dec. 5. 

First-runs are beginning to feel 
impact of Christmas buying, with 
purse ‘strings tightening a _ bit. 
“Two Weeks with Love” shapes 
sock at Liberty while 
Dance” looks big at Fifth Avenue. 
“King Solomon’s Mines’’ still is 
terrific in second Music Hall ses- 
sion after record opening week. 
Coliseum is dark because of big 
remodeling program, which will 
take until Christmas week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 
90)\—‘*‘Deported” (U). Good $4,000. 
Last week, “Rio Grande” (Rep) 
and “Surrender” (Rep) (3d _ wk), 
big $4,400. 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- 
90)—Dark this week. Last week, 


“Jackpot” (20th) and “Hot Rod” 
(Mono) (2d wk). Nice $6,300 in 
6 days. 


Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,349; 
65-90)—‘‘Let’s Dance” (Par) and 
“The Torch” (EL), Big $11,000 or 
close. Last week, “Harriet Craig” 
(Col) and “Counter Spy Scotland 
Yard” .Col), $10,600 dm 10 days. 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) | 


—‘Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 


and “Dial 1119” (M-G). Sock 
$10,000. Last week, ‘“Milkman” 


(U) and “2 Lost Worlds” (EL) (2d 
wk-5 days), $4,400. 

Music Box (Hamrick) 
90\—“‘Edge of Doom” (RKO). 
Good $5,500. Last week, “Next 
Voice’ (M-G) (2d wk), $3,800. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 
'90) — “King Solomon’s Mines” 
(M-G) and “Happy Years” (M-G) 
'(2d wk). Wham _ $16,000. 
week, all-time record at $23,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90'\—"‘West Point Story” (WB) (2d 
wk). Still good at $7,000. Last 
week, great $16,000. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-84) 
— “Mister 880” (20th). (2d run) 
‘plus stage. Okay $5,000. Last 
week, “No Way Out” (20th) (2d 
run) plus stageshow, nice $6,500. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90) — “Anterican Guerrilla 
(20th) (3d wk). Down to $5,000 in 
6 days. Last week, good $7,700. 


(850; 65- 





‘Solomon’ Paces Buff. 
At Smash $17,500 


Buffalo, Dec. 5. 
Outstanding in mild current 
week is “King Solomon’s Mines,” 
smash at the Buffalo. “Break- 
through” shapes strong at the 
‘Paramount but “Edge of Doom’ 
looks only okay at Century. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loew’s) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G). 
Smash $17,500 or over. Last week, 
“American Guerrilla” (20th), 
$13,200. 
Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)\— 
“Breakthrough” (WB) and “Return 
Jesse James” (Lip). Strong $13.000. 


Last week, “Let’s Dance” (Par, 
$11,500. 
Center (Par) (2,100; 40-75)— 


“West Point Story” (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to $7,500. Last week, rous- 
ing $14.000. 

| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)\— 
| “State Secret” (Col) and “Tougher 
/They Come” (Col). Light $8,500 


‘or near. Last week, “Harriet Craig” | 


(Col) and “He’s Cockeyed Wonder” 
(Col), $10,400. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70\—“Edge of Doom” (RKO) and 
'“Palooka Squared Circle” (Mono'. 
| Okay $10,500. Last week, “Never 
Dull Moment” (RKO) and 
| Parade 1951" '(Rep),' $9,600. 


‘““Let’s | 


Last | 


mt 


PARADE’-CUGAT FAIR 
206 IN SLOW INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 5. 
Another cold weekend plus ac- 
celerated Christmas buying has 


first-runs.. “Hit Parade of 1951,” 
with Xavier Cugat band onstage, 
will just get by at Circle. Best 
straight-filmer is still ‘“‘King Solo- 
mon’s Mines” 
at Loew's. “Jackpot,” at Indiana, 
is disappointing. 
Estimates for This Week 

Cirele (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 50- 
90\—"‘Hit Parade of 1951” (Rep) 
with Xavier Cugat orch onstage. 
Fair $20,000 as against stout $26.- 
000 when band played spot last 
year. Last week, “Let’s Dance’”’ 
(Par) and “Squared Circle” (Mono), 
mild $9,000 at 44-65c scale. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 44-65) 
“Jackpot” (20th) and “Texan Meets 
Calamity Jane” (Col). Thin $8,500. 
Last week, “West Point Story” 
(WB) and ‘Modern Marriage” 
(Mono), $10,500, not bad consider- 
ing blizzard. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427: 44-65)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 


(2d wk). Hefty $11,000 on top of 
sock $16,000 opener. Good enough 
to hold again but will get only 


two days of third week on account 
of booking jam. 

Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 
“Wyoming Mail’ (U) 
Cheat Honest Man” (U) (reissue), 
Okay $5,000. Last week, “South- 
side 1-1000” (Mono), $3,500. 


Solomon Boffo 


$24,000 in D. C. 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
Solomon's Mines” 
Palace currently is help- 
ing to brighten a generally mild 
session. Holdovers or moveovers 
at all but three of mid-town first- 
runs are keeping down the aver- 


44-65) 
ana. “Can't 





“King at 


Loew’s 


age, though “Trio” at the Play- 
house and “Bitter Rice” at another 
Lopert arter, the Dupont, are 


showing fine staying power. “‘Mac- 
beth,” in second week at Trans- 
Lux, continues surprisingly steady. 


in its second week | 


“Mad Wednesday” at RKO Keith’s | 


is better than average, but below 
hopes. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 


“Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
plus vaude. Pleasant $19,000. 
Last week, “I'll Get By” (20th) 


plus vaude, bright $21,000, consid- 
ering lacing from storm. 

Dupont (Lopert) (378; 50-85) — 
“Bitter Rice’ (Indie) (4th wk). 
Smart $4,500 after big $5,500 last 
week. Holds again. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80) — 


“Mad Wednesday” (RKO). Nice 
/ $10,000, but not up to hopes. Last 
week, “Where Danger Lies’ 
(RKO), $9,000. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
33-73)—“‘Rio Grande” (Rep) (2d 


run). Average $5,000. Last week, 
|Last Buccaneers” (Col), same. 
Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74) — 
“King Solomon’s ‘Mines” (M-G). 
Boff $24,000, soaring to year's 
record breaker. Last week, ‘““Ameri- 


can Guerrilla” (20th), tepid 
$15,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485, 50-85) 
—‘“‘Trio”’ (Par) (3d wk). Steady 


| $6,000 after $7,000 last week. 

| Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74) 

“West Point Story’ (WB) (2d wk). 

Okay $8,000 after better than 

hoped $14,000, fancy, last week. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 


— 





.“Macbeth” (Rep) (2d wk’. Sur- 
/prisingly firm $5,000 after sock 


‘$7,000 last week. 


‘Eve’ Paces Omaha, Hep 
$11,000; ‘Tripoli’ Ditto 


Omaha, Dec. 5. 
“All About Eve” shapes stand- 





| ing 


'_-"Woman on Run” 


Rain, Holdovers Nip Broadway; 
~ Let’s Dance’-J. Dorsey-Cole Trio Big 


showbiz generally on the skids at | 


$74,000, ‘Woman’ 


Broadway first-runs were labor- | 
ing under enough handicaps this | 
week before the heavy rainfall of 
last Monday (4). But that down- 
pour, which lasted all day, dropped 
grosses sharply and in many cases 
to the lowest point in many weeks. 

The Street largely holdover 
and‘ extended-run currently, which 
is a handicap. It also has been 
hurt by an early Christmas buy- 
ing rush and intense interest in 
Korea war news. 

Oddly enough, the slight rain 
Saturday (2) did not hurt, the day 
being the best for deluxers since 
the previous Sunday, and way 
ahead of any recent days. 

“Let’s Dance,” with Jimmy Dor- 
sey and Nat “King” Cole Trio 
topping anniversary stageshow at 
the Paramount, will get a big 
$74,000 on the initial week; it holds 
for three rounds. “Woman on 
Run,” one of the two straight-film- 
ers, is mild $15,000 at the Criter- 
ion. “Dial 1119” sounds like thin 
$10.000 in first Globe stanza. 

Monday’s rain is sloughing “King 
Solomon's Mines” in final week at 
the Music Hall. Likely will not go 
over $100,000 in this fourth round, 
but making a smash total of $500,- 
000 for the four weeks. 

Rialto, with $7,000 for fifth week 
of “International Burlesque,” is 
holding this pic for a sixth ses- 
sion. Sexy ballyhoo has paid off. 
New bill of ‘Farewell To Yester- 
day,” with vaude, is suffering with 
the others, with not more than) 
$17,000 likely at the Palace. 

“Cyrano” is holding near capac-;} 
ity in second full week with $15,000 
at the Bijou, advance sale indicat- | 
ing a longrun. “Red Shoes” looks 
like good $20,000 in second round 
of pop-scale run at the Victoria. 

Second weeks for the Capitol 
and Roxy are taking a beating as, 
are many other houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) 
— “American Guerrilla” (20th) | 
(Sth wk). Fourth stanza ended 
Monday (4) slipped to $10,000 after 
$15,000 for third week. Continues, | 


1S 


with “Harvey” (U) slated to open 
Dec. 21 following Heart Fund 
benefit Dec. 20. 

Bijou (Cit: Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)\—“Cyrano” (UA) (2d wk). 
initial holdover session ended 
last night (Tues.) keld to about 


$15,000 after great $18,000, virtual | 
capacity, in initial full week which 
included extra 


usual Saturday - Sunday extra | 
shows. In for run. 
Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55- 


$1.50\—"‘Two Weeks With Love” 
(M-G) with Skitch Henderson orch, 
the Vagabonds, Kay Armen head- 
ing stageshow (2d wk). Frame end- | 
today (Wed.) is slipping to 
light $32,000 or near after fair | 
$51,000 opening week. Stays only 


four days of third week, with 
“Watch Birdie” (M-G) opening 


Dec. 11. “Pagan Love Song” (M-G) 
is scheduled for Dec. 25 as house’s 
Xmas. picture. 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
(U) (2d wk). 
First week ended last night (Tues.) 
only reached modest $15,000 or 
under. In ahead, “Right Cross” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $6,200. 
- Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20) | 
—‘“Dial 1119" (M-G). First week 
looks to go only to slim $10,000. 
In ahead, “Tripoli” (Par) (2d wk), 


| $6.000. 
| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50- 
$1.20)—“‘Rio Grande” (Rep) (3d 


{out with best gross here this week. | 


‘Biz is off from previous seven 
,days. “Tripoli” also is gvo at 
larger Orpheum. “King Soio: 
'Mines” at State in its second w. .k 
lis holding great. Actually, “Break- 
through” shapes as the real sock 
at the Brandeis, with toll takings 
at a smaller house 

Estimates for This Week 


| Orpheum (Tristates’ (3,000; 16- 
65\—“Tripoli” (Par). Good $11,- 
000. Last week, “Let’s Dance” 


(Par), $11,500. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 

65)—“All About Eve” (20th). Fine 

$11,000 or over looms. Last week, 

“Jackpot” (20th), $10,000. 

- Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65'— 

“Breakthrough” (WB). 


wk). Off to $11,000 after nice $16,- 
000 for second. “Cheer Box’ ex- | 
ploitation stunt, tieup with Repub- | 
lic and N. Y. Daily Mirror, prov- | 
ing fine plug for pix. Holiday and 
comfort gifts for troops in Korea 
being collected via campaign. 
Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Farewell to Yesterday” (20th! 
with vaude. Lagging with rest ot 
Street, and shapes up for mild 
$17,000. Last week, “Saddle 
Trarg>” (U) with vaude, $18,000, 
below hopes. " 
Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—“Let’s Dance” (Par) plus Jimmy 
Dorsey orch, Nat “King” Cole and 


Trio topping stageshow (2d wk). 
| First week of Par flagship’s anni 


Sturdy | 


$7,000. Last week, “Where Danger | 


Lives” (RKO), $6,000. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75) — 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Still fancy at $7,000. 
Last week, smash $10,500. 
a third week. ie q 


Ids, o 
Holes | $128,000, a bit betow hopes, for) day Rhythm” (Lip), $6,500.) 


bill ended last night (Tues.) hit 
big $74,000. In for three. weeks. 
Last week, “Copper Canyon” (Par! 
and Dick Contino, Bill Snyder 
orch, Patti Page heading stage bill 
(2d wk), $43.000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 


‘fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)—“King 
Solomon’s iMnes” (M-G) with 
stageshow (4th-final wk.). Off to 


$100,000 in final session after fine 


+ stageshow 


| "ite 


matinees besides | 


156, Dial’ NG 106 
9 

third round. Makes smash $500,000 
for four weeks, this one being first 


session to dip below $127,000. 
“Kim” (M-G) and annual Xmas 
stageshow and pageant opens to- 


morrow, Thurs.). 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)—‘“In- 
ternational Burlesque” (Indie) (5th 
wk). Continues surprisingly well, 
with current session solid $7,000 
after $7,500 for fourth round, 
Holds a sixth. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 90- 
$1.25) — “Never Dull Moment” 
(RKO) (2d wk). Off to around 
$9,000 after mild $13,000 opener. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75) — 
“Jackpot” (20th) plus’ Philhar- 
monic Piano Quartet, Paul Remos 
and Toy Boys, iceshow topping 
stage bill (2d wk). Dipping with 
the others, with sluggish $50,000 
likely. Stays a third. Last week, 
barely good $72,000, and below 
expectancy. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50) 
—‘‘Harriet Craig’ (Col) (5th wk), 
Off to $9,000 or near after oke $12,- 
000 last round. “Operation X” (Col) 
opens next Saturday (9). 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) — 
“Breakthrough” (WB) with Mimi 
Benzell, Herb Shriner’ topping 


(3d-final wk). Looks to 
slide down to $25,000 this stanza 
after mild $36,000 last week. 
“Highway 301” (WB) with Dave 
Apollon, Peggy Mann, others on 
stage opens Friday (8). 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
(Par) (9th wk). Eighth 
stanza ended Monday (4) held 
strong with $10,700 after $12,400 
last stanza. Stays indef. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) 
74-$1.50) “Kind Hearts” 
(26th wk). Off to $3,200 after 
okay $3,400 last frame. “Rapture” 
(EL) supplants on Dec. 13. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Prelude To Fame” (U) 
(4th wk). Continues sturdy at $5,- 
000 after fine $7,000 last session. 
Continues. 

Victoria (City Inv.) 
$1.50)—“‘Red Shoes” 
Initial holdover round ended 
yesterday (Tues.) held nicely at 
$20,000 or near after rousing $26,- 


(453; 
(EL) 


(1,060; 95- 
(EL) (3d wk). 


| 000 in first week. Stays on. “Born 


Yesterday” (Col) opens Dec. 25. 





Xmas Buying Hurts Det.; 
Story’ Mildish $17,000, 
‘Solomon’ Rich 216, 2d 


Detroit, Dec. 5. 

The Christmas-buying rush is 
making its first inroads at the box- 
office here this round, with all 
comers suffering. “King Solo- 
mon's Mines” still is leading the 
entries in second Palms stanza 
with a fine total. “Killer Stalked 
New York” is being heitped io-okay 
session by Duke Ellington band 
onstage at the Broadway-Capitol. 
“West Point Story” looks mild at 
the Michigan. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000. 70-95) 

—‘American Guerrilla” (20th) and 


|\“*Experiment Alcatraz” (RKO) (2d 


wk). Dull $17,000. Last week, 
$26,000, with snow burying early 


/expectations. 


Michigan (United Detvoit: (4.000; 
70-95)\—"‘West Point Story’ (WB) 
and “Counterspy Scotland Yard” 
(Col). Mildish $17,000. Last week, 
“Let’s Dance” (Par) (2d wk), 


Palms (UD) (2,900; 79-95)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) ‘2d 
wk). Rich $21,000. Last week, 
$30,000 

Madison (UD) 
“Midnight and 
“Rusty's Birthday” 
$8,000. Last 
City” and 


$12,000. 


(1,800; 70-95) 
Dawn” (Col! and 
(Col. Slow 
week, “Sleeping 

“Blues Busters” 


— 


(U) 


'(Mono'}, same. 


Broadway-Capitol (UD) (3 400; 
70-95'—"‘Killer Stalked New York” 
(Col) and Duke Ellington orch on- 
stage. Oke $16,000. Last week, 
“Johnny One-Eye” (UA) plus stage- 
show with Illinois Jacquet orch, 
$20.000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900: 70- 
95'\—"“T'li Get By” (20th). Slow 
$10,000. Last week, “Jackpot” 
(20th) (2d wk), 8,000. 

Adams (Balaban) 1,700; 70-95)— 
i*Joan of Arc” (RKO) (2d wk). 
‘Holding at $7,000. Last week, nice 
$10.000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2.900; 70- 
95'—"“Deported” (U) and “Wyom- 
ling Mail” (U). Poor $5,000. Last 
weck, “Outrage” (RKO: and “Holi- 


2) ee ed Rr? 2h 
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Kim 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Metro release of Leon Gordon produc- 
tion. Stars Errol Flynn; features Dean 
Stockwell, with Paul Lukas, Robert Doug- 
Jas, Thomas Gomez, Cecil Kellaway, 
Arnold Moss, Laurette Luez. Directed by 
Victor Saville. Screenplay, Leon Gordon, 
Helen Deutsch, Richard Schayer, from 
Rudyard Kipling novel; camera (Techni- 
color), William Skall; editor, George 
Boemler; music, Andre Previn. Trade- 
shown Nov. 27, ’50. Running time, 112 


MINS. 

Mahbub Ajj, the Red Beard .. Errol Flynn 
Kim Dean Stockwell 
Lama . . Paul Lukas 
Co. Creighton.... -Robert Douglas 
Emissary ....... . Thon.as Gomez 
Hurree Chunder Cecil Kellaway | 
Lurgan Sahib Arnold Moss | 





eee eeres 





Father Victor ..ccce -. “Reginald Owen 
DE Atak wa eeaeees ...Laurette Luez 
Hassan Bey ...coe.e Richard Hale 
FOO RUSMARS 2<iciccce $ Roman Toporow 


i Ivan Triesault 


Metro has quite a spectacle, but 
not much else, in this version of 
Rudyard Kipling’s “Kim.” The 
story of youthful adventure in In- 
dia comes to the screen as 
rambling, overlength, spotty enter- 
tainment. However, there are suf- 
ficient exploitation angles to give 
it importance in fast playdates. 

Entertainment possibiliities would | 
be decidedly sharpened by drastic 
trimming of the present 112 min- 
utes of footage. Cutting would 
heighten story values to be found 
in the account of a young orphan 


who plays at being a native and 
encounters derrin-do adventures 
while aiding British intelligence 


ferret out a dastardly Czarist Rus- 
sian plot to seize India. 
Chimerical aspects of the yarn 
are solid stuff for the screen, and 
had a_ straight-line format been 
used to put them on film general 
public acceptance would have 
been strong. Footage has been 
cloaked in lush Technicolor, and 
the location shots blend expertly 
with the studio-filmed sequences. 
Visual dressing helps somewhat to 


carry the episodic plot line and 
story does have its appealing mo- 
ments, particularly when young 


Dean Stockwell is on screen enact- 
ing the title role. 

He captures the charm of the 
Kipling character’ in _firstrate | 
style, slotting it exactly for accept- 
ance by the young ticket buyers. 
His sly, knowing native ways in 
urchin street life, his daring in 
plunging into danger, and rebel- 
lion against strict school life are 
all phases that will please the 
moppets. 

All of the adults do not come off 
as fortunately. Errol Flynn -s the 
star, playing with flamboyant 
gusto the wily and amorous horse- 
trader who aids the government 
and Kim foil the Russians. Role 
permits Flynn a few side excur- 
sions into romance, and the only 
one of these developed is with 
Laurette Luez, sultry femme spy, 
in an episode more ludicrous than 
flaming. For the part, Flynn is 
bedecked in flowing robes, red 
beard and crew haircut. 

The lama sequences, in which 
Paul Lukas plays the holy man 
who advises young Kim, are much 
too long and slow. Robert Douglas 
is in an out of the footage as the 
British intelligence head. There 
are good characters contributed 
by Thomas Gomez, Cecil Kellaway, 
Arnold Moss and Reginald Owen. 

Leon Gordon produced and did 
the script with Helen Deutsch and 
Richard Schayer. He gave it a 


fancy, costly-looking production 
dress. but both supervision and 
writing fall short of the mark. 
Victor Saville’s direction hits 


some high spots of action, but in 
the main is too measured for such 
an adventure story. The excellent 
photography was done by | Villiam 
Skall. and the Andre Previn musl- 
cal score has a native flavor. 
Brog. 





Kor Heaven's Sake 
Hollywood, Dec. . , 
Twentieth-Fox release of William er - 
berg production. Stars Clifton Webb, Joan 
tJennett, Robert Cummings, Edmund 
Gwenn: features Joan Blondell, Gigi Per- 


ree Jack La Rue, Harry Von Zell, Tom- 
reau, Jack La Rue B.. iy, -» 


my Rettig. Directed and 

George Seaton, from play by Harry Se- 
gall; eamera, Lloyd Ahern: editor, Rob- 
ert Simpson; music, Alfred Newman. 
Tradeshown Nov. 29, ’50. Running time, 
+ Be ora ive dees kee? _ Cilfton Webb 
LGGig ...ccvvecedececes Joan Bennett 
Sat WOON eck ccs veu: Robert Cummings 





4 b coven eeeeaeeeees Edmund Gwenn 
Daphne ebcesteeess Joan Blondell 
Item osabnneve Gigi Perreau 
Se -cwaavedend esos: Jack La Rue 
we uc csas .eeee-Harry Von Zell 
Joe . sccccccccces FOmMY Rettig 
Michael ...... eeeceeseqeeses Dick Ryan 
Tax Agent .....cccccccee»- Charles Lane 
Joe’s Father ...sscceseees> Robert Kent 
Doctors ......° ee OPP rT Tr oe 


Whit Bissell 
} Ashmead Scott 
Western Union Woman Dorothy Neumann 
Dowager Esther Somers 


House Detective errr rT iy it Jack Daly 
Elevator Boy.......+¢++++--- Bob Harlow 
DOOFMEN ..cccccccsesccsssssssrsssrssres 


Perc ‘Launders 
i Richard Thorne 





Clifton Webb is stiil baby-sit-| 
ting, this time as a celestial being | 
who watches over children waiting 
to be born. That’s the setup in| 
“For Heaven’s Sake,” and, as a 
fantasy, it has a good measure of 
chuckles and should meet a gen- 


Miniature Reviews 


“Kim” (Color) (M-G). Film 
spectacle based on Kipling’s 
tales of youthful adventures in 
India. 

“For Heaven’s Sake” (20th). 
Clifton Webb, others, in com- 
edy fantasy. Generally okay 
entertainment for average biz. 

“Storm Warning” (WB). 
Tough melodrama built around 
Klu Klux Klan terrorism. 
Good names and biz prospects. 

“The Killer That Stalked 
New York” (Col). Meller 
based on N. Y.’s smallpox scare 
of several years ago; okay for 
duallers. 

“The Great Missouri Raid” 
(Color) (Par). Good outdoor 
actioner with familiar Jesse- 
Frank James plot. 

“The Sound of Fury” (UA). 
Gripping melodrama of mob 
violence, cause and effect. Ex- 
ploitable. 

“Revenue Agent” (Col). Good 
program melodrama built 
around work of income tax 
agents. Actionful. 

“Lightning Guns” (Songs) 
(Col). Fast-paced Charles Star- 
rett western. 

“Short Grass” (Mono). Rod 
Cameron in western feature 
for general action bookings. 








erally okay reception, although in- 
dications are for just average 
grossés, An added marquee bol- 
ster is the teaming of Edmund 
Gwenn with Webb, also in the 
same baby-sitting capacity. 

Aim of the angelic team of 
Webb and Gwenn is to see that 
unborn moppets Gigi Perreau and 
Tommy Rettig get together with 
the parents they have picked out. 
Emphasis is 0n moppet Perreau’s 
troubles, since she has been wait- 
ing for seven years for the marital 





| witnesses. 
| brother-in-law 


| prosecutor 


‘team of Joan Bennett and Robert | 


Cummings to switch a little of the 
|time they devote to legit produc- 
tions to becoming parents. 

To bring it all about, Webb ma- 
terializes to act out a rich west- 
erner who wants to angel the next 


gets in trouble when he finds he 
likes earthy desires, such as play- 
'wright Joan Blondell, champagne 
|and the power of money. How he 
is saved from a complete fall from 
|grace and little Miss 


lineup of names, should rate it at- 
tention in most playdates. 

Story points a probing finger at 
Klan activities and the reign of 
terror that goes with the sheeted 
bigots. However, the well-written 
script by Daniel Fuchs and Rich- 
ard Brooks never lets itself go 
overboard on the moral side, pre- 
ferring to emphasize the lesson by 
devoting itself to a soundly estab- 
lished, melodramatic tale about an 
innocent bystander who becomes 
involved in violence. 


Ginger Rogers, model, stops off 
in a small town, presumably 
southern, to visit overnight with 
her married sister. She finds the 
streets strangely ‘ deserted and 
while walking them inadvertently 
witnesses the brutal slaying of a 





newspaperman by Klansmen. Ter- | 
'rified and sick by the experience, | 


she finds her sister and then dis- | 
covers the husband is one of the | 
killers. 


To spare her sister, she lies at 
the inquest, as do all other possible 
Later, the drunken 
tries to rape her 
and then takes her to a Klan meet- 
ing for trial. A determined county 
braves the meeting, 
saves the model, but in the ensu- 
ing melee the sister is accidently 
killed by her husband, himself 


shot down by police, and justice | 
| finally gets in its licks. 


The Jerry Wald production is 


presented in a matter-of-fact man- | 


| the 


ner that strengthens both the melo- 
drama and the moral it poses. | 
Stuart Heisler handles direction 


and cast in a way that insures a 
punchy, grim yarn, getting excite- 
ment and suspense in the telling. 

Miss Rogers does well 
model, and the county prosecutor 
is given a lot of sock by Ronald 
Reagan, portraying a character 
who beats his head against the 
stonewall of .prejudice and fear. 
Unexpected and very good is the 
offbeat assignment of the sister, as 
done by Doris Day, and Steve 
Cochran scores soundly as_ the 


|Stupid, killer husband. Hugh Sand- 
ers, Klan leader; Raymond Green- | 


leaf, Ned Glass, Paul E. 


| tribute capably to the story. 


Bennett-Cummings production. He | 


Perreau’s | 


|parents finally get together so she | 


can be born is told with engaging 
|and witty moments that help over- 
;come earlier sags in the footage. 
| Young Tommy Rettig also gets his 
| wish when angel Gwenn inspires 
| Robert Kent to write the story that 
will give him the money to get 
married. 


orthodox angels, the former a 
'worldly creature willing to test 
‘himself against earthly pleasures. 


‘George Seaton’s scripting, from a} 


play by Harry Segall, gives them 
{both humorous lines to toss off in 


Webb and Gwenn are rather un- | 


Low-key lighting in keeping with 
the meller mood, tight editing and 
a good score register among the 
expert technical credits. Brog. 


The Killer That Stalked 
New York 


Columbia release of Robert Cohn pro- 
duction. Stars Evelyn Keyes, Charles Kor- 
vin, William Bishop; features Dorothy 
Malone, Lola Albright, Barry Kelley. Di- 
rected by Earl McEvoy. Screenplay. Harry 
Essex, based on magazine article by Mil- 


as the) 


Burns, | 
| Stuart Randall and the others con- | 


The Blue Angel 


“The Blue Angel,” German- 
made film originally reviewed 
in Variety, April 30, 1930, in 
the English-dubbed version 
and currently being rereleased 
in the U. S. by Classic Films in 
the original German with Eng- 
lish subtitles, emerges after 20 
years as one of the standout 
films produced since the ad- 
vent of sound. Starring Mar- 
lene Dietrich and Emil Jan- 
nings, this pic moves to a 
shattering climax through a 
progression of brilliantly ex- 
ecuted sequences. 

Pic’s story of the stiff-laced 
professor who falls in love 
with a music hall hussy is pre- 
sented with the standard 
European approach to_ such 
questions. From the bluenose 
viewpoint, it is not any more 
objectionable than the current 
flock of Continental films 
which, as a whole, are a bit 
more relaxed in dealing with 
sex than U. S. films. Even the 
profusion of cheesecake shots 
of Miss Dietrich’s legs me 
legitimately used in develop- 
ing the film’s tragedy. From 
every angle, pic is a powerful 
b.o. entry in the art house cir- 
cuit. 








as the authentic-looking N. Y. 
background, the part played in 

vaccination campaign by N. 
Y.’s mayor, etc., but they’re only 
the sugarcoating to a trite tale 
about a couple of jewel smugglers 
trying to cheat each other out of 


the loot. 
Evelyn Keyes is the “smallpox 
Mary” of the story. She had 


picked up the virus in Cuba, where 
she went to get the jewels and 
unknowingly, of course, brought it 
back to the States. While she is 
ill, her lover and confrere, Charles 
Korvin, swipes the stones, leaving 


her to die. Meanwhile, everyone 
with whom Miss Keyes has come 
in contact has contracted’ the 
disease, and the city authorities 


are frenziedly trying to find the 
carrier. Rest of the yarn deals 


| with Miss Keyes’ chase of Korvin 


; and the city’s chase of her. 


After 
finally catching up with her 
doublecrossing partner, she gives 


| herself up to the cops and medicos. 


| tendency 
'the chief fault. 
' jecting 


ton Lehman; camera, Joseph Biroc; editor, | 


Jerome Thoms; score, Hans Salter. Trade- 


shown, N. Y., Nov. 29, 50. Running time, | 


79 MINS. 
Sheila Bennet..... Peaceees Evelyn Keyes | 
Matt Krane evee . Charles Korvine 


Alice Lorie .+eees++-Dorothy Malone 





‘2! William Bishop | sage Se 
‘othy Malone | undistinguished supporting cast. 


Acting is extremely spotty, as 
directed by Earl McEvoy, with the 
to overdramatize being 
Miss Keyes, sub- 
herself to unflattering 
makeup (she walks around with a 
fever most of the time) turns in 
the best job. Korvin has little 
chance as the heel, and Charles 
Bishop is just another juvenile as 
the young doctor who first diag- 
noses the illness and then leads 
the chase. Dorothy Malone, Lola 
Albright and Barry Kelley top an 


Production mountings furnished 
by Robert Cohn fare better. Jo- 
seph Biroc’s low-key lensing is 


. good, and Jerome Thoms has done 


Francie Bennet........... Lola Albright | 
MN oko iss Wh ds dee <<: ee ee 
Commissioner Ellis..,.Carl Benton Reid 

a 2g” eee .. Ludwig Donath , 
ME, (airs sss 5068 66:099040.46.660.0.8 Art Smith 
Andy Bennet .. .. Whit Bissell 
errr , Roy Roberts 
ears eeeese- Connie Gilchrist 
Skr Dan Riss 


‘the sophisticated setting, and, 
‘former's direction pegs the | 
chuckles. 

| Miss Bennett and Cummings. 


ineatly realize the footlight char-| 


jacters, more wedded to the stage 
‘than to each other. 
‘has been absent from the screen 
‘too long; she’s that good. The 
two moppets register strongly in 
| completely natural 


Miss Blondell | 


| Dr. Penner .. 


portrayals. , 


‘Jack La Rue belts over a carica-, 
iture of screen gangsters who Carry | 


‘film roles into real life. 
‘Von Zell, a breezy westerner; 
‘Charles Lane, income tax agent, 
‘and the others are good. 

| William Perlberg has furbished 
‘the production with excellent sight 
values, and Lloyd Ahern’s camera 
|displays them neatly. There is 
‘a minimum of trick photography, 
merely that of the angels passing 
through doors. Brog. 





Storm Warning 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Warners release of Jerry Wald produc- 
tion. Stars Ginger Rogers, Ronald Reagan, 
Doris Day, Steve Cochran; features Hugh 
Sanders. Lloyd Gough, Raymond Green- 
leaf. Ned Glass, Paul E. Burns, Walter 
Baldwin, Lynn Whitney, Stuart Randall, 
Sean McClory. Directed by Stuart Heisler. 
Written by Daniel Fuchs, Richard Brooks; 





Harry | 


ip . 
| Officer Houlihan.. 
' Walda Kowalski. 


oulihan . fey edd Harry Shannon 
.ee+.. Beverly Washburn 


Base; Mowalakl. .ccccccse.s- Celia Lovsky 
CO svcccesee SESH 600% 80:0 Richard Egan 
Danny . eeccece . Walter Burke 


Joe Dominic ... . Peter Virgo 
.Arthur Space 


Ted James Pre rerrrerree Fy 
Pf! ae rerererr rye Jim Backus 
ere errr sO 
Jerry .. $666 6600000660 Tommy Ivo 
Mrs. Dominic. .ccccccecses Angela Clarke 

The ‘killer’ in  Columbia’s 


“Killer That Stalked New York” is 


'the smallpox epidemic that struck 


the city several years ago, which 


a neat editing job to retain what- 


| ever suspense is in the story. Hans 


created a mild furore at the time. . 
|In trying to avoid presenting a 


mere clinical story, Col has come 
up with a melodramatic yarn that 


is nothing more than a cops-’n’- 


| 
| 


robbery story with a twist. As 


such, it’s okay for duallers and 
similar exploitation-based book- 
ings, but hardly has the stuff 
| necessary for anything more im- 
pertant. 

“Killer” was completed = and 


| 


camera, Carl Guthrie; editor, Clarence 
Kolster; music, Daniele Amfitheatrof. 
Tradeshown Dec. 4, ’50. Running time, | 
93 MINS. 

Marsha Mitchell.........-- Ginger Rogers 
Burt Rainey.....- eee ROnald Reagan 
Lucy Rice ......ccceesses> Doris Day 
Hank Rice... geenvessess Steve Cochran 
Charlie Barr........+++ Hugh Sanders 
Rummel .......- 660 een 200 Lloyd Gough 
Faulkner .-..-ccoss: Raymond Greenleaf 
George Athens....e+--+--+- Ned Glass 
BEBUSOE «22s ccccce secede Paul E. Burns 
Bledsoe vr ....Walter Baldwin 
Cora Athens....ssecceeess: Lynn Whitney 
Walters ....... ... Stuart Randall 
Be er aa seeduces Sean McClory 








Warners has a tough melodrama 
in “Storm Warning,” a feature 
that weaves a hard-hitting plot 
around violence, murder and the 
Ku Klux Klan. A_ semi-factual 
presentation that avoids shouting 
its points, and a good marquee 





tradeshown more than six months 


ago. Twentieth - Fox, however, 
brought out its “Panic in the 
Streets,” which bore a marked 


similar theme, several weeks be- 
fore Col was ready with its film. 
Latter company, as a result, 


shelved “Killer” until the 20th pic | 
had run its course. Audiences who| James brothers, have made many 


remember “Panic” will be almost screen appearances, so there 
certain to notice the resemblance,| much that 


and Col has lost whatever ad- 


Salter’s score is as melodramatic 
as the story. Stal. 





The Great Missouri Raid 
(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Nov. 29 


Paramount release of Nat Holt produc- 
tion. Stars Wendell Corey, Macdonald 
Carey, Ward Bond: co-stars Ellen Drew, 
Bruce Bennett, Bill Williams, Anne Re- 
vere; features Edgar Buchanan, Lois 
Chartrand, Louis Jean Heydt, Barry Kel. 
ley, James Millican. Directed by Gordon 
Douglas. Story and _ screenplay, Frank 
Gruber; camera (Technicolor), Ray Ren- 
nahan: editor, Philip Martin: music. Paul 
Sawtell. Tradeshown Nov. 28, ‘50. Run- 
ning time, 84 MINS. 


Frank James . 


Wendell Corey 


ee GN... a> dS 4% Macdonald Carey 
Major Trowbridge........... Ward Bond 
eS coi ernaeaeess Ellen Drew 
Cole Younger ............Bruce Bennett 
Jim YOUNger .cccsess .. Bill Williams 
Mrs. Samuels ...... eee Anne Revere 
Dr. Samuels ....,.+.....Edgar Buchanan 
Mary BAUer ....csceece Lois Chartrand 
Charles Ford ..........Louis Jean Heydt 
Mr. Bauer were erreeTee,6—lC 
Sgt. Trowbridge.....+....: James Millican 
Bob Younger ...... bkeSes Paul Lees 
Clell Miller ..... seeees-.. Guy Wilkerson 
Jim Cummings .....++ . Ethan Laidlaw 
AtlOn PATMer ...ceccée Tom Tyler 


Arch Clements. . 
Charlie Pitts. ... 


Pendleton 


cocccese Steve 
; Bob Bray 


eeeeeeee 





eS POPP Tee eee Paul Fix 
Jack Ladd...... eocceseess dames Griffith 
August ooesbeesececcsss BO Coeetian 
BOG BAGGED 20 06060060866406 Alan Wells 
MOO FOES 2. cccccccesscicecs. Wie Bissell 

Those early-day outlaws, the 


is 
is familiar in “The 
Great Missouri Raid.” However. | 


vantage might have resulted from none of the previous appearances 


getting its version to the screens has been any better, most of them 
'not as 
Basic idea of a smallpox epi- action in this Nat Holt production 


first. 


good, so the display of 


demic running rampant through! for Paramount release has a good 


the biggest city in the world in| chance in the outdoor market. 


this era might have had in jt the 


] 
| 


A sound script by Frank Gruber | 


makings of something much bet- deals sympathetically with Frank | 


ter. But Harry Essex, who penned and Jesse James, 
the screenplay from a magazine | lesser-known 


the 
Younger 


slightly 
brothers 


article by Milton Lehman, chose | and sundry other outlaws in that 
instead to give it the flamboyant | troubled period just following the 


treatment. 


There are some ex-| war between the states. eo 


cellent documentary touches, such! of the varied characters is good, 


| the casting lines up nicely to give 
| it some marquee worth, and the 
| chase and gunplay action has been 
| filmed in Technicolor. 
Script gives a believable ex- 
planation of the forces that put 
'the James boys outside the law. 
| There’s plenty of sympathy for the 
/ outlaws, but it is developed logi- 
‘cally and doesn’t go maudlin. 
| Motivation hangs on the death of 
'a Union soldier, killed while bru- 
tally questioning the James par- 
/ents as to the whereabouts of 
| Frank, a Quantrell Raider. The 
soldier’s brother, a Union officer, 
swears himself to a lifetime chase 
to bring the James boys to justice, 
setting off a web of circumstances 
that sees the brothers, the Young- 
ers and others taking to a life of 
banditry after being hounded away 
from a respectable existence. 
Wendell Corey and Macdonald 
Carey, as Frank and Jesse, play 
their roles very well, looking and 
acting the part of farmboys turned 
outlaws as they run through the 
fast, often furious action. Ward 
Bond is good as Major Trowbridge, 
‘whose personal vengance sets up 
the development. Ellen Drew and 
Lois Chartrand 


are believable as 
the girls who marry Jesse and 
| Frank, respectively. Romance 


flavor comes through excellently. 

Gordon Douglas's direction 
swings the footage through many 
exciting moments. The bank hold- 
ups that follow the  personally- 
inspired raids against the Jameses, 
the train robberies, the flights 
through rugged terrain, the more 
intimate family and romance in- 
cidents are all told most accept- 
ably. 

Anne Revere and 
nan enact the 
father of the 
Bruce Bennett, Bill 
Paul Lees experily 
Younger boys. Louis Jean Hepdt 
-and Whit Bissell are the Ford 
brothers, the latter the Judas who 
guns Jesse in the back. 

On the technical side, Holt’s 
production has firstrate support, 
through Ray Rennahan’s color 
lensing, the editing musical score 
and other contributions. Brog. 


Bucha- 
and step- 
capably. 
Williams and 
portray the 


Edgar 
mother 
outlaws 





The Sound of Fury 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 
United Artists release of Robert Still- 
man production. Stars Frank Lovejoy, 
Kathleen Ryan, Richard Carlson; features 


Lloyd Bridges, Katherine Locke, Adele 
Jergens, Art Smith, Renzo Cesana,. Irene 
Vernon. Directed by Cyril Endiield. 
Screenplay, Jo Pagano, from his novel, 
“The Condemned”; camera. Guy Roe; 
music, Hugo Friedhofer; editor, George 
Amy. Previewed Dec. 1, ’50. Running 
time, 91 MINS, 

Howard Tylef.......... . Frank Lovejoy 
eee Kathleen Ryan 
Gil Stanton soccceees»- Richard Carlson 
Jerry SlOCUM...ccccecss: Lloyd Bridges 
TS err o+ee++-. Katherine Locke 
. . Aree Adele Jergens 
Hal Clendenning.......... _ Art Smith 
Dr. Simone $o6O8 66600605 Renzo Cesana 
Helen Stanton.............. Irene Vernon 
ow |. errr Cliff Clark 
Donald Miller ........... Carl Kent 
Tommy Tyl@P. ...06 20.00% Donald Smelick 





Mob violence provides the spring- 
board for the melodrama to be 
found in “The Sound of Fury.” It 
is a shocking, but gripping, ac- 
count of lynching, socked over in 
this independently-made Robert 
Stillman production for United Art- 
ists release. Critically, it is solid. 
Boxoffice-wise, its chances are un- 
predictable; it definitely has to be 
strongly exploited. 

The hysteria that usually goes 
with the telling of such a theme 
is absent from Jo Pagano’s screen 
adaptation of his novel, “The Con- 
demned” It is a thoroughly ef- 
fective, forthright statement of a 
case, involving itself just enough 
with cause and effect to document 
the plot development and make it 
a hard-hitting melodrama for the 
seeker of offbeat screen fare. 

There’s much punch gained by 
the use of cast faces that are not 
too familiar to the melodrama 
scene, and the perfermances do a 
lot to belt over the story. Cyril 
Endfield’s direction is a strong as- 


sist in making story points and 
performances count. Working with 
a good script that quietly goes 


about the effective buildup to the 
13-minute sequence of extreme 


mob violence that climaxes the 
nicture, Endfield unfolds it with 
sock. 


The plot is simple, Frank Love- 
joy, just an average citizen. has a 
wife, a son, another child on the 
way, and no job. His path crosses 
with that of Lloyd Bridges, a cheap 
paranoic stickup man. To obtain 
money, Lovejoy teams with 
Bridges. After a few holdups they 
try kidnapping. Bridges wanton- 
ly kills the victim, a deed that 
am Lovejoy and arouses the pub- 

c. 

Lovejoy breaks. implicates 
Bridges and, when both are in jail, 
the townspeople are stampeded 
into a thirst for b!ood by the emo- 
tional newspaper reporting of the 
case by Richard Carlson, a column- 
ist. They storm the jail in an ex- 
tremely sinister, excitement- 
pitched sequence and deal out mob 


(Continued on page 20) 
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High on the Warner Bros. list of 
stars-on-the-rise 1s Gene Nelson. 
He is ‘now being starred with 
James Cagney, Virginia Mayo, 
Doris Day, Gordon MacRae in 


“THE WEST POINT STORY” 
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Arg. Exhibs Worried Over Possible 
Big Dive Because of U. S. Pix Ban 





Buenos Aires, Nov. 28. ¢ 


Alarm 1s beginning to spread 
among exhibitors here because 
film grosses have been dropping 
sharply in the last few months. 
Decline amounts to over 30% of 
what is normal takings at this time 
of the year when grosses hit skids 
somewhat as the spring weather 
offers outdoors competition. But | 
some exhibitors fear the public is | 
beginning to lose the habit of pix- | 
theatre attendance because of the | 
extremely old fare being dished | 
oul. Long-fought for permits to| 
renew imports of U. S. films still | 
are being stalled 

At the insistence of the exhibi- | 
tors, the Entertainment Board has | 
relaxed somewhat and gave the! 
green light to a couple of Italian 
pix, which they had been holding 
back to fill in gaps in case negotia- 
tions with the “Norte-Americanos” | 
end in another stalemate 

At present, U. S., distributors 
are waiting for Senor Raul A. 
Apold, the presidential press | 
under-Secretary to call them to-| 
gether for a last look at the pact | 
for renewal of imports. And alse| 
the long hoped for signing with 
the treasury minister Dr. Ramon 
A. Cereijo. 

In the meanwhile distribs are 
reissuing all their oldest material, 
with such museum pieces as “Love 
Me Tonight” at the Broadway, and 
“Two-Faced Woman” at the Ideal. 
United Artists this week released 
another of the pictures imported 
the latter part of this year under 
an “individual capital investment 
deal with the Argentine govern- 
ment. This is “Deadly Is_ the 
Female,” which went into the 
Opera Screen when the Katherine 
Dunham Dancers closed there 
after a record three weeks. 

Another UA film, “Champagne 
for Caesar,” ran five weeks at the 
Metropolitan while “The Crooked 
Way” is in its third at the Nor- 
mandie. Next week, this theatre 
will show reissues of local pro- 
ductions of fairly recent vintage, 
“Dios se lo Pague” and “Alma- 
fuerte.” In view of the product 
shortage the Entertainment Board 
has even relaxed its curtailment 
of British releases. Eagle Lion 
will be putting out “Full Circle” 
shortly. 

How the North American films 
gross in comparison to local prod- 
uct, is shown by the fact that 
“Champagne for Caesar” at the 
Metropolitan, did $30,000 in three 
weeks while “Marihuana,” one of 
the top Argentine pictures this 
year required seven weeks to do 
as much biz at the Monumental, 
which has the same capacity. : 

In some name theatres, the same 
pictures have been reissued sev- 
eral times, but none has achieved 
the record of “Gone With the 
Wind,” which has already done 10 
weeks at the Radar despite the 
fact that last year it ran for sev- 
eral months at that same house. 

Unless the deal with the U. S. 
distribs materializes in the next 
two or three weeks, the out- 
look is extremely grim for Argen- 
tine exhibitors. 


‘DON JUAN’ IN 6 MADRID 
VERSIONS; FLYNN’S TOPS 


Madrid, Nov. 28. 

The legendary “Don Juan” has 
taken Madrid by storm with four 
legit and two film productions, 
based on the character, currently 
being shown in the city. Of the six 
versions, Warner’s filmization of 
“Don Juan,” with Errol Flynn ts 
the only one doing sock business. 
The other film, a Cifesa production, 
directed by Saenz de Heredia and 
starring Antonio Vilar and Anna- 
bella, in its fifth week at the Ave- 
nida Cinema, has drawn a mixed 
reception. 

The quartet of legiters includes 
a Salvador Dali version at the 
State-subsidized Maria Guerrero 
theatre. Alejandro Ulloa is starred 
in a “Don Juan” production at the 
Calderon. Jose Seoane and Rosita 
Yarza are co-starred in a version 
at the Fuencaral, while Guillermo 
Marin and Maria Jesus Valdes are 
co-starred in Luca de Tena’s “Don 
Juan Tenorio” at the Teatro 
Espanhol, subsidized by the munici- 
pality of Madrid. 














‘Cinderella’ in London, Dec. 18. 
Londsn, Dec. 5. 
The Prince of Wales theatre, 
which is currently housing the 
Broadway revue, “Touch & Go,” is 
reverting to films. —. 
On Dec. 18, it opens with Dis- 
ney’s “Cinderella” which has been 
booked for a season. 





‘Aunt’ One of 2 Littler 


Pantomimes This Year 


London, Dec. 5. 

Emile Littler’s two London pan- 
tomimes are to open on consecutive 
nights. The first, “Goody Two 
Shoes” bows in at the Casino on 
Dec. 20, while on the next night, 
“Charley’s Aunt” opens at the Sa- 
ville. Arthur Askey plays the Dame 
in “Shoes,” others in this produc- 
tion being Charley Cairoli, The 
Cairoli Brothers and Leon Cortez 

The Saville show, which is in as- 
sociation with the Brandon-Thomas 
Co., has Leslie Phillips in the lead 
with Anne Brooke, Frederick Mo- 
rant and Howard Lamb. This will 
be the 34th London season of 
“Charley's Aunt,” which was origi- 
nally produced at the Royalty in 
1892 


Littler’s ‘Boy’ Preems 


Solid in London; Levy’s 
‘Tyassi’ Rated Unlikely 


London, Dec. 1. 

Emile Littler presented ‘Blue 
For a Boy,” billed as a ‘‘Musical 
Romp” at His Majesty's, Nov. 30, 
after a provincial tour It is 
adapted from the old farce, “It’s a 
Boy,” by Austin Melford, and has 
kept much of its prewar flavor. 

Fred Emney and Richard Hearne 
handle the two roles created by 
Leslie Henson and Sydney How- 
ard, and are the mainstays of the 
production. Music by Harry Parr 
Davies is pleasing, but uninspired 
Success of this apparently will de- 
pend mainly on the chief person- 
altities. 

Premiere had warm reception, 
and show should make good holi- 
day attraction fare for patrons of 
the older tradition comedy. 

Benn W. Levy’s first new play in 
five years, “Return to Tyassi,” re- 
iies almost entirely on fine writ- 
ing and impeccable acting It 
opened at Duke of York’s Nov. 29, 
and the slenderness of plot and 
minimum action, gave it only a 
mild reception. This, coupled with 
a lukewarm press, indicates this 
Sherek Players production has lim- 
ited chances. 

The cast, headed by Alexander 
Knox, Helen Haye and Constance 
Cummings, interprets the roles 
with genuine sensitivity. 


° ° o e 
Aussie-Coin for Brit. Pix 
Sydney, Nov. 28. 

Looks certain that Anthony Kim- 
mins, British producer-director, re- 
turning shortly to this zone, will 
seek Aussie capital to boost the 
British coin total for his pic, “Smt- 
ley,” due to go before the cameras 
at Pagewood early next year. 

Ealing will use local money 
also for “Robbery Under Arms,” 
top production set on the 1951 
schedule at Pagewood. “Robbery” 
will be Ealing’s fourth Aussie-made 
ple. 














Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Dec. 5. 
“Accolade,” Aldwych (13). 
“Ace of Clubs,” Cambridge (26). 
“Blue For Boy,” His Majesty’s (1). 
“Capt. Carvallo,” Garrick (17). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (26). 
“Cocktail Party,” New (31). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Phoenix (8). 
“Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (23). 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp. (61). 
“Fourposter,” Ambassador's (8) 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (28). 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (30) 
“Home & Beauty,” St. Mart (10) 
“Heme at Seven,” Wyndh'm (39). 
“King Rhapsody,” Palace (63). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (38) 
“atin Quarter,” Casino (38). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (15). 
“Mister Roberts,” Coliseum (20). 
“Party Manners,” Princes (5). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” W'teh’l! (12). 
“Return to Tyassi,” York's (1). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Gi'be (36). 
“Seaculls Sorrento.” Apollo (25). 
“94 Tanqueray,” Haymark’t (14). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (5). 
“To Dorothy,” Savoy (2). 
“Top of Ladder,” St. Jas. (8). 
“Touch & Go,” Wales (28). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (6). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (1%). 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (189). 





Sam Marks in London on ‘Dust’ 





Austria Cabaret, Vaude 
Artists Ask More Work 


Vienna, Nov. 21. 

With about 1,400 of its 1,800 
members unemployed, veepee K. 
Fabiankovitch, of the Artists Union 
here, has urged drastic steps to 
combat amateurism. He claims that 
370 foreign performers are at pres- 
ent appearing in Austrian cabarets, 
variety shows and the circus, but 
added that considerably more Aus- , 
trians found jobs in other coun- 
tries 

The Artists Union in the future 





will demand qualification tests on a 
rigorous basis before a player is 
given a job 


Banking Group 





Pre-Xmas, Fog Blamed for London 
Biz Dip But Kiss’ Socko $13,000; 


“Men Tall 76, °2 Weeks 





‘Clochemerle’ Rated As 
Decadent by Russ Crix 


Moscow, Nov. 28 
At long last the French, though 
they are still under an obsolete 
capitalistic regime, have sent what 
the Soviets call a wonderful film 
It is playing to full houses in the 


| best Moscow theatres 


Into Scalera's 
New Prod. Setup 


Rome, Dec. § 
The Scalera Film Studios of 
Rome, not the largest here but for 
years an important factor in the 
Italian picture industry, has a new 


corporate setup Formerly, the 
company as producers and dis- 
tributors were completely coan-} 


trolled by the Scalera family, but 
the need for actual cash as work- 
ing capital recently pointed up the 
necessity of outside angels 

New alignment consists of two 
groups: the Scaleras and the othe: 
consisting of the Lombardo Bank 
of Milan plus an unnamed Swiss | 
bank and the Bank of Milan. Each | 
group has two men on the direc- | 
torate, and each side has two men 
to represent them in company 





deals. The banking interest have 
named S. Bodini and S. Verdozzi, 
while Scalera has Bullio and 
Panserani. 


This means that outside inter- 
ests will finance Scalera pic pro- 
duction for the next three years 
Actual amount involved was not 
disclosed but it is flexible with no 
limits set, depending upon cur- 
rency fluctuations, number of films 
to be produced and returns from 
completed pix. At the end of three 
years a new arrangement will be 
worked out, naturally based upon’! 
the amounts of expenditures and 
receipts during the first period 


Banks Still in Dark on Pix 

Although Italian banks have 
played an important part in the 
financing of local product, they 
still don’t appear to realize what 
the stumbling blocks are in the 
actual pix production. And banks, 
at present, are reluctant to sink 
large amounts of coin into one pic- 
ture at a time, figuring it too much 
of a gamble. The new Scalera set- 
up will put in operation a new 
method of having money in sev- 
eral films at one time. 

With a dull December season 
coming on, there are negotiations 
now in progress for prospective 
productions under the new setup. 
David O. Selznick has plans afoot 
for making “Julius Caesar,” if he 
does not relinquish the Roman 
drama to Metro. Orson Welles 
has one picture in mind to make 
at this studio and Leonide Moguy 
plans another. 


Granada Uses Yank 


- News; Nixes Anglo Pacts 


~ London, Nov. 28. 

Having fought and won a test 
case to decide the legality of their 
action in cancelling their newsreel 
contracts, the Granada group is 
now using the American Telenews, 
embellished with British items 
contributed by the British Broad- 
casting Corp.-TV newsreel. The 
new composite reel is being shown 
in some of the theatres controlled | 
by the group and, it is reported, 
will also be going into a chain of | 
news theatres. 

The Newsreel Assn. thinks this | 
move will help them in their cur- 
rent agitation for increased rent- 
als. It will be good for exhibitors 
to learn how expensive it is to op- 
erate an up-to-date newsreel, they 
say. 











London, Dec. 5. 

Sam Marks planed to Paris after 
10 days in London looking at studio 
facilities, but will not decide 
whether a ‘‘Handful of Dust” will 
be made in London or Hollywood 
until he returns to the U. S 

Marks has already signed Ray 





Milland for the starring role and 
will huddle with him on his return. 


From the novel by Gabriel 
Chevallier, which was also used 
for a musical, ‘‘Scandals of Cloche- 
merle” is a vivid true-to-life de- 
scription of a bourgeois state and 


its officials, as viewed here. The 
hypocrisy, corruption and lies 
prevailing in bourgeois parties, | 


whatever them-label, are beauti- 
fully shown. So say the Russ crix 
The story is that of the intrigues 
caused in a French village over 
chosing a suitable location for one 
of the rest stations 





Despite New Interest In 
British Pix, 857, Aussie | 
Playdates Go to Yank Pix 


Despite the fact that bigger Brit- 
ish pictures are attracting more 
attention at Australian theatres to- | 
day, American films still take up 
85% of Aussie screen playing time, 
according to Roy Barmby, head 
booker for Greater Union Thea- | 
tres, one of the big chains there. | 
Barmby and Ted Lane, GU pub-! 
licity director, are in N. Y. cur- | 
rently on a tour of the U. S., study- | 
ing theatre conditions and Ameri- | 
can pix showmanship. They have 
been in this country since Oct. 21, 
and have visifed San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Houston (where they at- | 
tended the Theatre Owners of | 
America convention), K. C. and. 
Chicago. 

Overseating of smaller communi- | 
ties or cities, unlike the condition | 
in the U. S. resulting recently from | 
an influx of drive-ins, is not pos- | 
sible in Australia because the gov- | 
ernment does not allow it, Barmby | 
pointed out. Government, via its | 
Licensing Commission, never per- | 
mits an overseated condition to de- 
velop through building of too many | 
new theatres. An overseated situ- | 
ation may arise in some places | 
(none was recalled) because of bad | 
hiz conditions. Barmby cited the in- | 
stance of a city of 5,000, where one 
1,200-seat theatre was protected by | 
the commission in rejecting any re- 
quests to construct a new house. 

Both Barmby and Lane were en- 
thusiastic about the new American 
product they looked over in Hol- 
lywood, bulk of which will be re- | 
leased in 1951. They said this new | 
screen fare, coupled with alert | 
Showmanship, should spell a big 
film theatre year in ‘51, 

Lane discussed the coming 50th 
anni of Australia as a common- 
wealth next year and suggested | 
that American companies permit 
their film stars and executives, who | 
originally came from Australia, to | 
go hack during the year. He felt 
that visits by such players as Errol 
Flynn, Cyril Richards, Judith An- | 
derson and director John Farrow 
would prove goodwill builders. | 

Barmy and Lane are guests of | 
Capt. Harold Auten, U. S. rep for 
Greater Union, while in the east. 
After visiting Toronto, they return 
ta N. Y. before starting home. Nor- 
man B. Rydge, GU chairman, visit- | 
ed the U. S. early this fall. | 





Chenal to Do 2d Pic in Arg. 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 28. 


With the English version of ‘‘Na 
t~ve Son,” made by Argentine Sono 
Film under Pierre Chenal’s direc- 
tion, already on its way to the US. , 
for exhibition, the French director 
has planed back to France with the | 
intent of signing some French tal. | 
ent for his next film to be made in’ 
an Argentine studio. 

Imported performers will be 
used for a French-language version | 
of the new pic, which will be titled 
“Crime on Credit.” It is a who | 
dunit written by Chenal. Albert. 
Closas, Spanish legit-film actor, al | 
ready has been signed for the lead. 


j 
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| Sake” (20th) (2d wk) 


Lasts One 


London, Nov. 27. 
The pre-Christmas slump aft film 
theatres has started ahead of 
schedule this year, and a generally 
lean week was not helped by a 
weekend of heavy fog. Of the six 
new entries in the West End last 
week, two did well, two failed td 
stay the course and were yanked 
while two other did average biz. 
The two new hits are “The Men” 
at London Pavilion and “Kiss Tos 
morrow Goodbye” at the Warner¢ 
The former landed a resounding 


$7,000 opening stanza, and th 


Cagney starrer finished its firs 
round with a sock $13,000. The 
disappointments are “The Naked 
Heart” at the Carlton, which wad? 
pulled after five days and “Twa 
Weeks With Love” at the Empira 
which was yanked ifter mild 
$11,000 on initial week 

The other two new films, 
“Crisis,” took a fair $5,800 in 


Gaumont first week and the British 
“The Clouded Yellow,” at the 
Odeon, Marble Arch, which wag 
fairly good at $7,300. “Mr. Music” 
is still going strong at Plaza with 
strong $9,000 for third round. 
Estimates for This Week 
Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)—+9 
“Naked Heart” (BL). British pro 
duction roundly panned by crix and 


suffered worst weekend in town, 
with less than $1,009. Pulled after 
5 days, and two reissues. “Monkey 
Business” and “It’s a Gift’ substi- 
tuted 

Empire (M-C) (3,099; 50-$1.60) 
—‘‘Two Weeks With Love” (M-G) 
and stage-show For -first time 
Since introduction of vaudfilnt 


here pic had to be yanked after ong 
week Mild $11,000. “To Pleas@ 
Lady” (M-G) now in for fortnightt 

Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘“‘Crisis” (M-G) Despite good 
press reaction, mild $5,800 in 
first week looms. “All About Eve’? 
(20th) follows 

Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60)—‘For Heaven's 
Closed with 
mild $4,500, but stays another with 

Highly Dangerous” (GFD) slated 
to follow 

London Pavilion (UA) (1,217; 45< 
$1.60) —“‘The Men” (UA). Crix gave 
this high praise. Powerful $7,000. 
Stays on at least 2 more weeks. 

Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)—“‘Mudlark”’ (20th). 
Royal Command pic took dive in 
third week to $6,590, way behind 
other two rounds. Stays at least 


one more. ; 

Odeon, Marble Arch (CMA) 
(2,200; 45-$1.60)—‘Clouded Yel- 
low” (GFD). British thriller looks 
fair $7,300. Continues another 
fortnight. 

Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)—~ 
“Mr. Music” (Par) (3d wk). Hold 
ing strongly at $9,690. In for ans 


other week, with “Tripoli” Par) 
and “Friend Irma Goes West” (Par) 
due Dec. 1. ‘ 

Rialto (LFP) (592; 45-$1.25)— 
“CHy Lights” (UA) (reissue) (5th 
wk). Still drawing big crowds at 
$5,800. Expected to run into 1952. 

Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goodbye” (WB). 
Crix no like this new Cagney 
starrer, but public responded to 


give house its best session in 
months; great $13,000. Stays on 
indef, f 





ASSOC. PICTURES NET 
EARNINGS $223,000 


London, Dec. 5. 


Associated Talking Pictures, the 
company which controls Ealing 


| Studios, reported a net profit of 


223,000 for the past year as 
against a loss of $168,000 in the 
prev ous 12 months. 

As a result of the improved 
year’s earnings, the accumulated 
loss of the group has been reduced 
to $462,000. 


$25,000 Mex. City Cinema Fire 

Mexico City, Nov. 28. 
Fire attributed to unlawful smok- 
ing during a show destroyed the 
Cine Modelo, local second-run cin- 
ema, with a $25,000 loss. Two fire- 
men were slightly injured. Cool- 
ness of cops regularly stationed in- 

side the house averted a panic. 

The theatre was recently bought 





‘by Miguel Arenas, a pic actor. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Death of James K. McGuinness in N. Y. oddly coincided with an- | 


nouncement by Motion Picture Alliance for Preservation of American 
Ideals, of which he was one of its outspoken members, that it was 
leaving Motion Picture Industry Council to pursue on its own a battle 
against alleged Communist infiltration in the industry. Letter to MPIC 


said the Alliance was dissatisfied with MPIC failure thus far to get} 


Alliance-inspired mandatory industry-wide loyalty oath or the joint 
MPIC-Alliance committee talks to bear fruit. In answering Alliance 
letter, MPIC said loyalty oath was not a dead issue in that a commit- 
tee still is working on it. However, most of components of MPIC 
have nixed the oath, with sentiment 
Guild oath formula, which calls for voluntary 


themselves. 


Influential industryites reportedly have gone to bat in Washington 


to assist film executives of various nationalities who may have been 
enmeshed in the web of red tape that surrounds the McCarran Act 
This law prevents entry in the U. S. of anyone who is now or ever was 


a Fascist or Communist. Idea behind the industryites’ intervention is 
to improve goodwill between Hollywood and rival celluloid interests 
abroad. It’s understood that a number of foreign film distributors 


and producers have been stalled in their attempts to come to the U.S 


on business junkets through strict interpretation of the act by federal | 


officials. 


Random House, which has published a number of Broadway plays in | 
book form, will enter the motion picture field with publication of the | 


screenplay of 20th-Fox’s “‘All About Eve,” as written by 
Mankiewicz. If the book sells well, it’s expected the pub- 
lishing firm will turn out other original screenplays. Twentieth’s 
“Follow the Sun,” incidentally, which is now in produetion. is to be 
spotted in condensed form in the March issue of Readers’ Digest. 
Lloyd Shearer’s closeup on the prolific Harry Warren in last week's 
Colliers’ as a “great unknown” has touched off Hollywood interest anew 
in his biopic. George Jessel wanted to de the songsmith’s career but 


complete 
Joseph L. 


found Warner Bros. controlled too much of the cream of Warren's song- ! 


writing crop. and the Burbank plant was holding out for too fancy a 
fee. Jesse] (20th-Fox) still thinks there’s enough later stuff in War- 
ren’s career to make an okay medley. 

Payroll savings bond division of the U. S. Treasury Department has 
entered a unique tie-in with Universal. Unit is distributing a four- 
color poster urging the public to “Give an ear to ‘Harvey’ and his good 
advice.” Partial head of a rabbit is depicted along with a still of 
Janics Stewart, star of the film. 

New York newspaper and mag critics squawk that despite ownership 
by a number of the majors of music publishing firms, the titles of songs 
in musical productions are never given on credit sheets. Only excep- 
tion is 20th-Fox. It generally takes a lot of telephoning, the reviewers 
beef, to get the names of the tunes from publicity departments. 
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I think the film chilled him and groom in Hollywood.” by Dick 
gave an impression that Ameri- Pitts. its editorial director. Pitts 
cans were not really fighters, and former film editor of The Char- 


that, I think, was very, very sad. lotte (N. C.) Observer, left his bride 


“And J think generally Holly- of five days and went to Hollywood 
wood has done an_ enormous for a study of the town following 
amount of damage to America in his acceptance of the COMPO job. 


Asia. and it’s about time Hollywood 
was controlled and this entirely are slanted to point up Hollywood 
false picture of a tremendously as a “normal” or “average” com- 
energetic and fine and very bril- munity. They have been forward- 
liant America was shown to the ed to COMPO reps in each ex- 
world. We need tremendous change area with a request that 
changes in Hollywood. It’s about they try to get the pieces published 
time it came.” in local newspapers. 

Francis Cardinal Spellman, of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of New 
York, picked up the ball on the 
following day. He declared in a 
speech carried by the metropolitan 
dailies that motion pictures, radio 
and television have had bad effects 
on the minds and behavior of chil- 


The articles, humorously written, 








Par Advance Coin | 
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the play on which the pic is based. 
and Greshler. Greshler provided 











dren. completion bonds himself. There | 
Speaking before 500 persons at was no bank involved in the fi- 

the annual conference of the New nancing. 

York State Assn. of Judes of Chil- Whole deal has been a swiftie. ' 

peer | Courts, the Cardinal de- pice went into production on July | 


18 and is slated for release exactly 
six months later—Jan. 17. 
ing took 21 days. 
a print east two weeks ago. 


“The moving picture has moved 
indced. It has moved from a lim- 
ited number of public theatres to 
millions of private homes, where 
crime stories and their horrors add 
to the infamy of the massacre of 
the innocents Today a man’s 
home is no longer his castle, for 
the locked door no longer keeps out | 
the trespasser. Now, any broad- 
casting radical may enter the home 
and under cunning disguises sow . 
the seeds of juvenile bewilderment 
and delinquency.” 

Although not so intended, a talk 
earlicr in the day at the same con- 
clave at least in part answered 
Cardinal Speliman’s charge. Four 
contributing factors ‘none of them 
films. radio or TV) for child dis- 
turbances were named by Dr. Lau- 
retta Bender. senior psychiatrist 
at New York University-Bellevue 
Medical Centre. Her conclusion 
she Said Was drawn from 15 years 
of experience j servi ‘some 

10 000 ilies. a se 

Factors contributing to 
queney, Dr 


in the Paramount theatre Nov. 22 
and had a distribution deal from 
the company two days later. 

Deal was facilitated by Par’s de- 
sire to hang on to the product of 
the Martin-Lewis team. It has dis- 
tributed their first two pin, “My 
Friend Irma” and 


Hal Wallis-Joseph Hazen unit. 
Greshler fermerly agented 
comedy team. 


the 


them to do one-a-yvear outside. Op- 
tions on the next five of these out- 
side films is held by York Pictures, 
a corporation jointly owned by 
Martin, Lewis and Greshler. York 
and a corporation set up by the 
Texas oilmen, Screen Associates, 
are the owners of “War.” 
Whether further pix are pro- 
‘duced under the York setup is 
doubtful, since Greshler has since 


delin- 
Bender said, were a 


leaning toward Sereen Writers | 
oath together with ma- | 
chinery to enable those falsely accused of “pink” affiliations to clear | 


Shoot- . 
Greshler brought | 
He | 
screened it for the Par exec staff , 


“Irma Goes. 
West,” which were made by the. 


In selling them to. 
Wallis-Hazen he retained rights for | 


me home during infantile years fled a $1,000,000 suit involving | 
ith parents Who are psychotic or Martin & Lewis against Music 
©.» Poor human beings, belong- Corp. of America. He charges the | 
Ing to a social minority with the | 


resu'ting Stresses, language and 
reading difficulties and deficiency 
handicaps, and psychoses. 


COMPO. meantime. Started the. 


wheels rolling on its first national 
newspaper plant. It sent out a 
series of 12 articles called “Bride- 





latter with inducing the comies to 
a their agency contract with 
um. 

Meantime, Greshler has acquired | 
an original by Steve Fisher for his | 
next production. Alex Gottlieb will | 
be coproducer. Yarn is Jabeled | 
“Goodbye te Katie.” 


Admits TV Edge 


Film spokesman has admit- 
ted the industry’s defeat in at 
least one respect of its battle 
with television. Admission was 
made by Dick Pitts, editorial 
director of the Council of Mo- 
tion Picture Organizations, be- 
fore members of the Associ- 
ated Motion Picture Advertis- 
ers last week in N. Y. 

“Without mentioning it spe- 
cificially, Pitts obviously had 
in mind the TV set manufac- 
turers’ warning that depriving 


children of video will, in ef- 
| feet, make them candidates 
| for a psychiatrist’s couch. He 
confessed: “While motion pic- 
tures are better than ever, I 
wunt to assure you that if chil- 
dren do not go to the movies 


they will not feel a deep lone- 
They will not feel 
‘left out’ because other chil- 
dren do go. And your daugh- 
ter will not feel a deep bruise 
inside. No. vour children will 
i; not grow up to be neurotics if 
| they are deprived of the 
movies.” 


iness 
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‘Articulate’ Execs 
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luncheon-meeting o. the Associated 
Motion Picture Advertisers in N. Y. 
Executive vicepresident Arthur L. 
Mayer, at the meeting, touched 
briefly on the plan to send speakers 
into the field, and added, possibly 
significantly, “give us the funds. 
Following the session, he dis- 
closed there are about 20 persons, 
including some former actors, who 
would be available to launch pub- 
lic-speaking tours designed to en- 
‘hance the public’s estimate of the 
business. Maver also commented 
that “we are experts in selling 
product; rank amateurs 1n selling 
ourselves.” 
| Charles E. 
public relations 


COMPO 
said he 


MeCarthy, 
chief, 


‘hoped industry cxees would con- 


tribute their services in visiting 
the press in the field, as a means 
of clearing the distorted view of 
the industry held by many editors. 
McCarthy also indicated he will 
try to induce Editor and Publisher, 
trade mag for the newspaper pro- 
fession, to send a reporter to Hol- 
lvwood so that the true picture of 
the production centre may come, 
into focus. He deplored the fact | 
that over a period of years the in- 
dustry has allowed its public rela- 
tions to deteriorate, and said he is 
hopeful the variety of remedial 
plans whieh COMPO has in mind 
will prove effective. 


| 
| ‘Road Company’ 
' 


Special coun..1 Robert W. Coyne | 
reported a “road company” of the 
industry's planned exposition next 

, fall will be sent on tour if it proves 
/ successful in N. Y. He said the, 
tour could be coordinated with ap- 
pearances by stars in the various 
key cities. 

Invitation to join the COMPO 
fold. was issued by Mayer to 
AMPA, with the latter's acceptance 
regarded as a foregone conclusion. | 
Mayer also disclosed that under 
consideration as COMPO members 
are the fan mags and theatre equip- 
ment manufacturers and suppliers. 
''Fheir membership status has yet! 
to be fully defined but apparently | 


| Without the veto power held by 
, the 10 charter groups. 

Also slated to address the AMIPA 
' conclave last week was COMPO 
president Ned E. Depinet. How- 
ever, his extended stay on the 
Coast in huddles with Howard 
Hughes on RKO affairs prevented 
his appearance. Depinet wired re- | 
grets, commenting that “a man’s 
time is not his own in this busi-} 
ness,” 

; AMPA’s next session, set for Jan- 
uary, will honor the trade press. 


| Continued from 
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Phoenix Meet | 
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,their agenda listmg was too gen- | 
eralized as to promise immediate | 
;Specifie action. 

Meeting idea has not been entire- 
ly dropped, however, Board mem- 
bers of the Motion Picture Assn. of | 
America, at a session set for Dec. | 
19, will give the top-echelon meet- | 
ing plan new and more thorough | 
consideration. Likelihood ic that! 
the “state of the industry” confer- 
ence will then be set.with full 
agenda or the whole idea will be. 
abandoned. 


‘nouncement 


ithe film anyway. 
|member of MPAA. 


it would be on a semi-official basis, |% 


‘with decision pending. 
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| 
| Brandt attempted to persuade a 
{Texas exhib to breach a contract 


‘to play “Twist.” The ELC letter, | 


|according to the Brandt spokes- 
i man, further notified that the dis- 
‘trib would hold Brandt and “your 
colleagues who participate in this 
| kind of action fully liable for any 
damages which may accrue to us” 
as a result of contract breaches. 
Brandt vesterday branded the 
ELC letter as “nothing more than 
'an insidious attempt at intimida- 
tion.” Circuit chief denied he at- 
tempted to induce anyone to 
breach a booking contract but has- 
tened to add he wouldn't hesitate 


to make known his opinions re- 
garding ‘“Twist.”’ The film, he con- 
tinued, “in my opinion can only 
fan the flame of inter-racial big- 
otry.” 

Exhibition of “Twist,” Brandt 


went on, could result in “irrepar- 
able injury to the motion picture 
industry in general as well as to 
theatres which show it.” Brandt 
concluded his blast with the com- 
ment that he had expressed his 
opinion and “I shall continue to 
freely and honestly express it.” 

ELC had announced late last 
month that Robert J. O'Donnell, 
general manager of _ Interstate 
Theatres, had booked “Twist” to 
play a’ number of the circuit's 
houses in Texas in January. 

Board of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America will meet in N.Y. 
on Dee. 19 to consider the Eagle 
Lion Classics’ appeal from the de- 
cision by the Production Code Ad- 
ministration to refuse a PCA seal 
for “Oliver Twist.” PCA, which is 
headed by Joseph I. Breen, oper- 
ates within the framework of 
MPAA. 

Erie A. ; 
dent. and William C. 
Jr.. ELC prexy, held an informal 
meeting on the matter in N. Y. 
vesterday (Tues.) at which John- 
ston promised the board’s answer 
to the appeal will be made Known 
immediately following the Dec. 19 
huddle. 

Later vesterday, MacMillen re- 
ported that the N. Y. Stat® Censor 
Board approved “Twist” without 
change. Approval was given by 
Dr. Hugh M. Flick, representing 
the Board of Education. 

Fagin Key to Protest 

Breen rejected “Twist” on the 
grounds that the central character 
in the story, Fagin, is a strong anti- 
Semitic caricature. Basis for his ac- 
tion was the clause in the Produc- 
tion Code which directs: ‘No film 
or episode may throw ridicule on 
any religious faith.” 

Breen’s ruling was made known 
last week, shortly after ELC's an- 
that the film was 
slated to play numerous houses in 
the Interstate circuit in Texas be- 
ginning Jan. 18. MacMillen said 
ELC is now awaiting the appeals 
ruling before making any decisions 
on what to do with the film. 

This, of course, leaves open the 
possibility that ELC could defy the 
MPAA board if it sustains Breen’s 
denial of the code, by releasing 
Distrib is not a 


Johnston, MPAA presi- 
MacMillen. 


Special Screenings 
Dallas, Dec. 5. 


Jewish leaders here saw 
invitation of R. J. 


O'Donnell, veepee and general 
manager of the Interstate Theatre 


, Circuit, which plans to show the 
pic throughout the circuit starting | 


Jan. 19. The committee asked to 
reserve judgment for a few days 
and to discuss it further. O’Don- 
nell, for his part, said he had not 
finally concluded to play the film 


| and had asked the expressions of 


opinions. 

The matter of Texas exhibition 
is, therefore, still in status quo 
The In- 
terstate circuit in the past has 
never played a pic without the 
Johnston Office seal and, further. 


| has shelved some that have had 


the approval seal on grounds that 
they might incite intense racial or 
religious reactions. 





| ‘Twist’ Tiff | 


A community relations board of | 
“Oliver | 
Twist’ in the Majestic screening | 
‘room at the 


‘JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 


TO CONDEMN ‘TWIST’ 


National Jewish organizations 
‘including the B’nai B’rith’s Anti-_ 
| Defamation League, will condemn 
“Oliver Twist” via nationwide 
publicity, if Eagle Lion Classics 
goes through with its present plan 
of releasing the J. Arthur Rank 
film in the U.S. Jewish agencies do 
not plan any boycott, censorship or 
picketing in connection with the 
picture, being themselves averse 
to such activities, but hope the 
stand they take against it will dis- 
suade the public from seeing it. 

Organizations at this time are 
waiting for ELC to clarify its stand 
on the picture, in view of the prob- 
able withholding from it of the 
Production Code seal. Most of the 
agencies viewed it at a _ private 
screening two years ago and, at 
that time, condemned the portrayal 
of Fagin in the film as being a 
replica of Nazi propaganda minister 
Joseph Goebbels’ caricature of the 
Jew. 











Mulvey-Grinieff 


only if Grinieff could demonstrate 
that there was freal money avail- 
able for both production and cone 
tinued operation of the company. 

Mulvey repeatedly said he had 
no interest in a shoestring opera- 
tion or one that would require 
continued promotion. Grinieff has 
apparently not been able to pre- 
sent him with the UA presidency 
on such a platter. 

To fill out the round of denials, 
attorney in Hollywood for UA co- 
owner Mary Pickford also asserted 
lack of knowledge of any imminent 
Grinieff deal. He is, however, 
known to have been in huddles for 
the past 10 days with the new Hol- 
lvwood group which has appeared 
on the scene with a proposition for 
taking over the limping company. 
Meetings continued yesterday, with 
a decision said to be imminent. 

Grinieff is an importer and fi- 
nancier of foreign films and has 
made quite a pile of coin in buy- 
ing residual rights in U. S. pix for 

‘distribution abroad. He and his 
partner, Robert Haggiag, have been 
associated with Mulvey in a num- 
ber of deals. 

Harry Muller, UA _ controller, 
flew to the Coast over the weekend, 
but that is understood to be a 
somewhat’ different proposition 
from negotiation for sale of the 
company. He is reportedly in Hol- 
lywood with facts and figures to 
prove to Miss Pickford’s co-owner, 
Charles Chaplin, that the company 
is in imminent danger of running 
out of coin and that radical action 
is needed at once. 

Paul V. McNutt, who took over 
as board chairman last July, held a 
short and not very sweet session 
with Miss Pickford in New York 
Nov. 23. He showed her clearly 
and succinctly that the owners 
must take steps at once if they 
didn’t want to see their entire in- 
vestment go into a_ bankruptcy 
court. It was then decided to send 
Muller west with the black-and- 
white to demonstrate similarly the 
condition of UA to Chaplin. 

While out there, it is understood 
Muller's figures are also being used 
in the negotiations with theenew 
group that has shown interest. This 
syndicate is unidentified, but is 
‘said not to include Stanley Kram- 
er-Sam Katz or Harry Popkin, who 
have figured in UA negotiations 


| before. 











Army-Navy Biz 


Continued from page 9 








| personnel to operate and is less 
cumbersome. Paramount device, 
while more costly to operate, has 
the advantage that the films may 
be re-used. WBKB, B&K Chi tele 
Station, re-ran the Illinois games 
the following day for a clothing 
| company sponsor. Original cost of 
_both systems is pegged at $25,000 
, With no appreciable difference in 
| picture quality. 

Because only two Chi houses 


}as yet. 


took part in the football experi- 


D ’ |ment, Wallerstein said the costs 
} , 
orfmann’s Feature | “were staggering.” However, con- 


Edmund L. Dorfmann, who’s pro- sidering the public’s increased 
duced a number of shorts and awareness of theatre TV as a re- 
documentaries in the past, rolls a. sult of the venture, the experiment 
full-length feature in New York in| was considered a success. 
about six weeks. | “To continue this education,” 

Film will be “Echo of Evil,” from | public must be offered more big 
a story by Manuel Komroff. Di-! screen video, even though immedi- 


rector and cast have not been set | ate dividends are not apparent, 
} Wallerstein opined. 


Sais. 
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HOLLYWOOD'S BIGGEST NEW 
OX-OFFICE ATTRACTION, STARTS 


NEW PRODUCTION! 


r yancls 





The shooting 
has started 
and the 
LAUGHS are 


on their way! 
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The Sound of Fury 
justice to the two kidnapper-mur- 
derers. 

Threaded through the melodra- 
matic phases are a number of 
touching scenes concerning Love- 
joyv’s wife, Kathleen Ryan, and the 
impact the events have on her. 
The handling of these by Miss 
Rvan is compelling naturalness. 
Same effect keynotes Carlson’s 
work and that of Renzo Cesana, 
humanist who is given the job of 
moralizing on cause and effect. 

Lovejoy scores soundly and, in 
a different way, Bridges sells his 
megolomaniac character. Adele 
Jergens, as Bridges’ girlfriend, 1s 








the personification of all sexy 
blondes. There’s a pathetic note 
to the sex-starved girl portrayed 


by Katherine Locke. No perform- 
ance is out of key except that of 
Lovejoy’s young son, played by 
Donald Smelick. It reveals no tal- 
ent, just an obnoxious precocious- 
ness which direction could have 
eased. 

Stillman and his associate pro- 
ducer, Seton I. Miller, have given 





the film topnotch framing for an 
independent production. The pho- 
tography by Guy Roe catches the 
scene and mood of the grim tale, 
does the Hugo Friedhofer mu- 
sic seore, which never intrudes 
while intensifying the melodra- 
matics, srod,. 
Revenue Agent 
Hollywood, Dec. 1. 


Columbia release of Sam Katzman pro- 
tion. Features Douglas Kennedy, Jean 


Villes, Onslow Stevens. Directed by Lew 
Tanders. Written by William Sackheim, 

thur A. Ross; camera, Ira H. Morgan; 
editor, Edwin Bryant. Previewed Nov. 30, 

Running time, 71 MINS. 

Steve Adams Douglas Kennedy 
Marge King Jean Willes 
Sam Bellows Onslow Stevens 
Harry Reardon Bill” Phillips 


Villiam 


Lt. Bob Ullman Ray Walker 
Clift Gage David Bruee 
Ernie Medford... Archie Twitchell 
Augustus King Lyle Talbot 
Al Chaloopka.. 


Rick Vallin 


Columbia has a good melodrama 
in “Revenue Agent.” Pace is fast, 
action strong and _ performances 
able, fitting it for lowereasing in 
the top situations or as a cam- 
panion feature in the more general 
playdate. 

Plot takes up the work of in- 
vestigators for the Bureau of In- 
ternal Revenue. and centers its 
melodramatics on a case involving 
murder and the secreting of nearly 


$1,000,000 outside the country as 
a tax dodge. Douglas Kennedy 


gives a good account of himself as 


the agent who goes after Onslow 


Stevens, goldmine operator. 

The documentary technique is 
used to sharpen suspense elements 
of what is essentially a good, stand- 
ard cops-and-robbers yarn. 
Lyle Talbot is murdered just as he 
is ready ta squeal on Stevens, Ken- 
nedy moves in to solve the case. 
He finds an unproductive goldmine 
behind which Stevens operates to 
smuggle dust into Mexico and build 
up a bank account. He also finds 
an attractive widow in the person 
of Jean Willes who figures in hub- 
by Talbot’s murder. 

Kennedy relentlessly works to 
round up the crooks seemingly join- 
ing them to better aid his case. 
Windup, after a number of near 
escapes that often find the hero 
badly bruised, takes place in a 
Mexican-border city where Ken- 
nedy fights it out with Stevens’ 
gunman, William Phillips, in a 
rock quarry. ‘ 

Lew Landers’ direction of the 


script by William Sackheim and | 


Arthur A. Ross always keeps the 
action boiling at the right tem- 
perature for the meller addict, and 
es also handles the players capa- 

£ 
registers strongly. Stevens is 
good and the others come across 
effectively, all helping to make this 
acceptable filmfare. 

Sam Katzman gets firstrate val- 
ues for the budget production ex- 
penditure, and Ira .H. Morgan’s 
camera work is in keeping. Brog. 


Lightning Guns 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Smiley Burnette, Gloria Henry, William 
Norton Bailey, Edgar Dearing, Raymond 
Bond, Jock O’Mahoney, Ken Hutchirs. 
Directed by Fred F. Sears. Screenplay, 
Victor Arthur; based on story by Bill 
Milligan; camera, Fayte Browne: editor, 
Paul Borofsky. Tradeshown in N. 
Dec. 1, ’50. Running time, 55 MINS. we 
Steve Brandon ! 
The Durango Kid § 
Smiley Burnette 
Susan Atkins 


Capt. i Dan Saunders 
Jud Norton 
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When | 


Miss Willes is a charmer who | 


Charles Starrett 
= Burnette 

sloria Henr 
Luke Atkins .... William Norton Bailey 
Edgar Dearing 
Raymond Bond 











Guns” should have little difficulty | 
roping in western addicts and ac- | 
tion fans. Film starts off on an 
exciting note which is maintained 
throughout. 

A healthy portion of pic’s foot- 
age is devoted to six-shooting and 
hard riding, with some fisticuffs 
also thrown in. Yarn, in telling | 
how Starrett as the “Durango Kid” | 
helps traek down a gang of killers, | 


earries enough suspense to hold 
interest. Plot deals with a feud 
between two ranch-owners (Wil- 
liam Norton Bailey and Edgar 
Dearing) over the building of a 
dam. Dearing, a friend of Star- 


rett’s, is opposed to the dam and 
as a result is accused of a number 
of atrocities committed to prevent 
its establishment. Starrett, how- 
ever, believes his friend innocent, 
which he eventually proves. 


Only noticable lapse in action 
comes about when Smiley Bur- 
nette, in the role of a_ bathtub 


salesman, takes over for comic re- 
lief. In line with his characteriza- 
tion, Burnette gives out with a 
tune labeled ‘‘The Bathtub King.” 


Other numbers are “Rambling 
Blood In My Veins” and “Our 
Whole Family's Smart.” Latter 


song is also handled by Burnette. 

Starrett turns in a_ hard-fisted 
portrayal. Both Bailey and Dearing 
do well. Raymond Bond is con- 
vincing as an apparently -yharmless 
store owner who's really the ring- 
leader. Holding down the only 
femme role, an inconspicuous one, 
is Gloria Henry. Jack Mahoney, 
as Dearing’s son and town sheriff, 
does okay, as does Chuck Rober- 
son, one of the chief villains. 


Fred F. Sears’ direction keeps 
pic moving in high gear. Colbert 
Clark’s production and Fayte 


Browne's lensing are conventional. 





Gros. 
Short Grass 

Hollywood, Nov. 28. 
Monogram release of Scott R. Dunlap 
‘Allied Artists) preduction. Stars Rod 
Cameron; features Cathy Downs. Johnny 
Mack Brown, Raymond Walburn, Alan 
Hale, Jr., Morris Ankrum. Directed by 
Lesley Selander. Screenplay, Tom W. 


Blackburn, adapted from his novel, 
“Short Grass”: camera, Harry Neumann; 
editor, Otho Lovering: music score, Ed- 
ward J. Kay. Previewed Nov. 27, ‘50 
Running time, 82 MINS. 

Steve . fd nats ; Rod Cameron 
ED ain dns 6d Cathy Downs 
eee Johnny Mack Brown 
MGT 2.6 vrdosees .. Raymond Walburn 
oO See eo eee Alan Hale, Jr. 
Hal Fenton..ccccee: .. Morris Ankrum 
a Pree Jonathan Hale 
Dreen Harry Woods 
Pi  SEEER CLE TT Tee Marlo Dwyer 
NUON 4 60060096409444 00008 Riley Hill 
Curley «..ce- PTeTTrT Tr .. Jeff York 
eer eoeeeed Stanley Andrews 
Jack pbeabGeb0eedes Jack Ingram 
BN or ks-cebeaceanbie .-+....Myron Healey 
JOHN Devore crcccccececse: ...Tris Coffin 
SE TEOMERT. ccitcaoeseses Rory Mallinson 
DEES 3s i.ccesbtedeees .. Felipe Turich 
a Pra eo0600 08s George J. Lewis 
Bik 2b ceclion eer re oe Lee Tung Foo 





Monogram has a fair western in 
| Allied Artists’ “Short Grass.” 
| While it doesn’t always hit the 
;mark, the good oater flavor and 
‘familiar action names, such as Rod 
| Cameron and Johnny Mack Brown, 
| will help its chances. 

Script rambles quite a bit as it | 
brings on the assorted characters | 
, involved in a range war, and is not! 
‘articulate enough to make them! 
well-rounded in the 82 minutes of 
footage. Helping to balance, how- 
ever, is a good effect of working 
range men, rather than formular- 
_ized gun-toters, and there is a nifty | 
| running street battle between the | 
good and bad elements to bring 
| about a satisfactory finale. | 
Cameron is a range-drifter who. 
| becomes involved in a fight over) 
| grass with an ambitious rancher. | 


‘door stuff and ] 
spotted to carry the interest dur-| 


there’s 


ing the stretch. Scott R. Dunlap’s 
production is marked by the very 
good lense work of Harry Neu- 
mann and an okay music score. 
Brog. 


Better Pix as Key 
To TV Challenge 


New Orleans, Dec. 5. 

Hollywood can answer the chal- 
lenge of television with better pic- 
tures, three members of the film in- 
dustry told the Allied Theatre 
Owners of Gulf States today (5) at 
opening of two-day conclave here. 

Alfred W. Sthwalberg, Para- 
mount distribution head, and Max 
Youngstein, veepee in charge of ad- 





vertising-publicity, said company , 
has made provision in its 1951 | 
budget for 50% hike in produc- 


tion. He said this was proof indus- 
try feels video will not hurt busi- 
ness. Budget increase is a multi- 
million investment, Youngstein 
pointed out, and said good quality 
is a must for success in business. 

Sam Shain, 20th-Fox sales 
exec, told the meeting studio 
next year will release 36 “A” pic- 
tures. 

Also on opening-day’s agenda was 
registration, ‘‘dutch” lunch, film 
clinics modeled after recent Pitts- 
burgh Allied conclave and a buffet 
dinner. 


} 
1s 


Election of new officers and di- 
rectors to serve three-vear terms 
are scheduled for Wednesday’s 
session, along with drive-in theatre 
ctinie and closing banquet. 

Others here for sessions are 
Trueman Rembusch, prexy of Na- 
tional Allied, and exhibitor rela- 


tions reps from other companies. 


Western Pa. Allied To 
Convene in Pitt Jan. 16-17 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 
Allied Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Western Pennsylvania 
will hold its annual convention 
and election of officers Jan. 16-17 
at the William Penn hotel here. 
Two-day meet will be highlighted 
by several “film clinics.” These 
are to be patterned after similar 
clinics which National Allied orig- 
inated at its recent Pittsburgh con- 
clave. 

















Depinet Plans 


Continued from page 9 Qemeet 


slate is Howard Hawks’ “The 
Thing” which, Depinet cautioned, 
is not to be confused with the hit 
novelty tune of the same title. Cen- 
tral character is a visitor from an- 
other planet who descends upon 
an U. S. Army group neaY the! 
North Pole. “Thing” is made up 
of vegetable matter and, by plant- 
ing ,seeds, threatens to grow its 
own army to wipe out the world. | 
The 32 features will be in addition 
to the Tim Holt series of oaters 
and other action pix. 

Sales campaign, billed as the 
“Ned Depinet Drive,” is aimed to 
push the distrib org into high-gear 
operation upon the departure of 
the theatres. Three-day conclave 
in N. Y. will be followed by terri- 
torial meetings of exchange per- 
sonnel throughout the U. S. and 
Canada. Plans are to acquaint all | 














_A man is killed and Cameron | RKO-ites in the field with the new. 


and drifts on. Five years later, | 
tale picks up to find the rancher | 
still grabbing grass land, the girl | 
married to a drunkard newspaper- | 
man and a town held in jeopardy | 
Because of greed. 

Incidents develop to bring to-| 
gether Cameron and the lawful 
; element in the town in a fight to 
the finish with the bad crew head- | 
ed by Morris Ankrum. After the 
shooting is over, Johnny Mack |! 
Brown’s marshal job promises to 
be a quiet one, Cathy Downs’ hus- | 
band, Tris Coffin, is killed and) 
she is back with Cameron, the 


town settling down to grow peace- | 


fully. 


| performers among the sales force, 


| $75,000. 


leaves his small spread and girl | product and the Depinet sales push 
within one week from today. 


The nine district managers par- 
ticipating in the N. Y. conference | 
will serve as “drive captains” and 
will conduct the branch sessions. 
Firm’s policy in past has been to 
offer cash prizes to outstanding 


in the amount of approximately 
That such an added in- 
centive again will be added is said 


| to be likely. 


RKO lineup of short subjects for 
release in 1951 includes 14 re- 
issues, comprising six Walt Disney 
cartoons, four comedies featuring 


Cameron is a good outdoor hero Clark and McCullough and four | 


and Miss Downs pleases as the 
mixed-up heroine. 
shal fits in nicely, 
Walburn, Alan Hale, Jr., and Jon- 
athan Hale head up the respectable 
citizens capably. Ankrum, Harry 


fob Saunders péegee8 ce Jock O’ Mahoney Woods, Riley Hill and Myron 
Han paren Prieteteeeins Chuck Roberson Healey, particularly the latter, 
Crawley 0002000000000... Joel Friedkin SHOW Up well among the heavies, 

Musieian teteees eo eevee George Chesebro; _ Lesley Selander’s direction is not 


eee ee ey 


A fast-paced addition 





Ken Houchins 


to the 
Charles Starrett series, “Lightning 


his action moments are strong out- 


others starring Edgar Kennedy. | 


Brown’s mar-| New product listed consists of 74 
while Raymond | shorts, bringing the total for the 


| year to 88. 


New Disney films on the slate in-' 
cludes 18 cartoons and auother in| 
the “True Life Adventure” series. 
| Others skedded by the major are. 
13 in the “This Is America” series, 


always fast in unfolding the Tom | Six Leon Errol slapstick comedies, | 
|W. Blackburn script, based on lat- | Six other assorted comedies and a. 
ter's novel of the same title, but | variety of s | 


jects. 


enough | 


'on an exclusive basis, 











See Test Dates 


Continued from page 9 








| the suit are the operators of Allen- 
| town’s six first-run theatres. 


| Violated Trust Laws 


This attitude by the distribs rep- 
resented a violation of the anti- 
trust laws, Judge Kirkpatrick de- 
cided, and instructed, that the 
Boulevard be given the same op- 
portunity to license prior-run 
product as that given the Allen- 
town situations, 

Problem now facing the com- 
panies is whether to.go along with 
the court’s verdict, with the test 
bookings in mind, or carry the 
case to a higher court on appeal. 
There have been no decisions. as 
yet, with legalités and execs claim- 
ing they need more time to digest 
the ruling before mapping a 
course of action. 

Regardless of what new strategy 
is decided upon, fact remains that 
the action has been catapulted into 
top industry prominence, with vir- 
tually every sales official in the 
trade concerned about its outcome. 

Seen as the key point in Judge 
Kirkpatrick’s decision was _ his 
comment that the eight company 
defendants, in’ effect, arbitrarily 
decided that the outdoor theatres 
did not qualify for first-run con- 
sideration. The jurist said the 
film firms should have experi- 
mented fully with drive-in licens- 
ing before they gave the favored 
runs to the conventional houses. 

It is on the basis of these re- 


marks that the distribs believe 
they could keep the ozoners in 
their traditional subsequent-run 


status if the experiments show 
that first-run bookings would hurt 
the product at later engagements. 


Theatre TV 
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that RCA’s action will force other 
manufacturers, such as Paramount, 
to trim their prices accordingly. 
Through such competitive prac- 
tices, it’s believed, not only will 
the price be brought within reach 
of most exhibs but other major 
manufacturers will also be lured 
into the business. That, in turn, 
will help to depress the costs even 
further. 

Now that the football season has 
officially ended [six of the nine 
theatres which had been transmit- 
ting football games during the fall 
wound their activities with the 
Army-Navy game last Saturday 
(1)], the exhibs have several more 
programming ideas pending. Sev- 
eral of these, however, would re- 
quire the theatres to bid for them 
and again 
there’s the question of too few the- 


‘atres to offer enough money for 


exclusive rights. Also in the fire 
is a chance to transmit several pro- 
grams aired by the TV networks, 
on a deal similar to that in which 
two houses of the Century circuit, 
N. Y., are running NBC’s “Camel 
Newsreel Theatre.” 


Latest word from Washington, 


meanwhile, is that the Federal 
Communications Commission will 
probably announce before Christ- 
mas the scheduling of hearings 
some time next spring to deter- 
mine whethtr the theatres are to 
be given special, exclusive chan- 
nels for big-screen video. 


EE 


ASCAP’s $11,000,000 
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. This total is made up chiefly of fees 


collected from the chain outlets 
since the indie stations are still 
paying only nominal performance 


fees under their interim agreement 


Revenue from TV is expected to 
soar to a much higher Tevel in 1951 
if the medium’s present rate of 
growth continues, 


ASCAP will get about $2,000,000 
from all other sources this year to 
reach the reeord-breaking $11,000, 
000 total. Level of ASCAP’s earn- 
ings comes in the face of the elimi- 
nation of income from the nation’s 
film exhibitors, who, were exempt 
from paying the sat tax under a 
Federal court decision. 

: Usual deductions from the gross 
incore will bring ASCAP’s fund 
for distribution around the $8,500,- 
000 marker, ASCAP'’s annual 
budget for operating and adminis- 
tration expenses will be the normal 
$2,00,000, while somewhat over 
$500,000 will be distributed to for- 


under reciprocal deals, 


"] MORISON NAMED TO 


HEAD TRUST DIVISION 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
H. Graham Morison is the new 
| head of the antitrust division of 
| the Justice Department, which is 
handling the motion picture cases, 
His appointment was made last Fri- 
' day (1) by President Truman after 
going over a list of candidates sub- 
mitted by the Attorney General. 


' Morison, who succeeds Herbert 
A. Bergson, has been Assistant At- 
' torney General in charge of the 
Claims Division. Recently he was 
on loan to the Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Administration as acting gen- 
eral counsel. A native ef Bristol, 
Tenn., he was formerly a law part- 
ner of the late Wendell L. Willkie, 


Appointment of Morison ends a 
behind-the-seenes tug of war for 
the post. Morison was not connect- 
ed with any of the warring factions 
in the Justice Department, which 
is probably why the President se- 
lected him, 
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“Copper - Canyon” (Par), “The 
Milkman” (U), “Two Weeks With 
| Love” (M-G) and “Where Danger 
Lives” (RKO) are in this runnerup 
category, finishing in that sequence. 

Of the new entries, besides “West 
Point Story” and “Let’s Dance,” 
both of which shape big, “Milk- 
man” and “Danger Lives” loom 
as potentially strong newcomers. 
The fermer, with Jimmy Durante- 
Donald O’Connor starred, seeming- 
ly attests to the boxoffice popu- 
larity of Durante. “Cyrano,” thus 
far in two keys on upped-scale, 
two-a-day basis, looks a winner. 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO), now going 
out on popular-price runs, looks 
stout the second time around. 

“Glass Menagerie” (WB), sec- 
ond in October, still was doing nice 
trade in some added dates, winding 
up sixth one week. “Harriet 
Craig” (Col) thus far has failed to 
measure up to what was expected 
of a Joan Crawford starrer. “Two 
Flags West” (20th’, doing stand- 
ard trade in previous month for 
an outdoorer, finished eighth one 
week, but did not fare too strong. 

“Wyoming Mail” (U) surprised 
by reaching runnerup class a 
couple of times,~ “Mister 880” 
(20th), champ in October, showed 
nearly $100,000 additional revenue 
in key cities covered by VARIETY 
last month, finishing ninth one 
stanza. “Petty Girl’ (Col) was a 
runnerup pie one week. “Devil’s 
Doorway” (M-G) was in a like 
category. 

“Never a Dull Moment” (RKO), 
just teeing off last month, did 
fairly well in some locations first 
week out. “Southside 1-1000" 
(Mono) was in much the same posi- 
tion with only a few dates under its 
belt. “Mad Wednesday” (RKO) 
did not get far last month on some 
test dates. “Three Husbands” (UA) 
varied from fine to weak during 
the month. 


Theatre Bldg. 
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Federal order. One possibility, if 
this is not covered in the docu- 
ment, is that salvaged steel might 
be used, 

The postwar building program 
of the J. Arthur Rank chain in 
, Canada is completed and there 
were no further plans contem- 
plated when the ban went through 
|over the weekend, according to 
| David Griesdorf, general manager 
of Odeon Theatres of Canada, 
| which now has 152 houses. In the 
years tmmediately after the war, 
the Rank interests built 25 new 
theatres from Montreal to Van- 
couver, but concentrated most of 
their top spending in Toronto, 
where the new Odeon flagship was 
completed along with four other 
first-run neighborhood deluxers. 
Three others were built in Mont- 
real. The only remaining unit— 
and this almost completed—is a 
new theatre in Calgary sufficient- 
ly advanced that this will not be 
stymied by the steel ban. 

N. A. Taylor, president of Twen- 
tieth Century Theatres, with 65 
| houses all centered in Ontario, a 
,dozen or so of which were built 
_in the postwar years, has only one 
other unit undér construction, a 
| 1,000-seater at Islington, near To- 
ronto. However, he has all his steel 
|needs for this venture. Said Tay- 





ports and dramatic sub-/| eign performing rights societies | lor, “Apart from this, our building 
program was pretty well over.” 
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Wednesday, December 6, 1950 


America's 
most | 
heavily 
ofel ate 
girl... 
ere 


top 


engagements 


in just 


6 weeks! — 


ONE OF THE FIVE 
BEST PICTURES 
OF THE YEAR! 


COLUMBIA PICTURES presents 


JOAN WENDELL 


CRAWFORD - COREY 


“se r 


LUCILE WATSON +.ALLYN JOSLYN - WILLIAM BISHOP - K.T. STEVENS 


creen Play by Anne Froelick and James Gunr 
Based on the Pulitzer Prize winning play Craigs Wife by George Kelly 


Produced by WILLIAM DOZIER « tirectea by VINCENT SHERMAN 


A renowned Pulitzer Prize play brings JOAN CRAWFORD her greatest emotional role. 
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Price Hike vs. Attendance Dip- 
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Continued from page 3 
their theatres. And, in Seattle, 
there have been’ several price 


boosts effected, following the fold- 
eroo of 25 theatres. 

Survey also revealed many ex- 
hibs again going in for bank nights 
and other giveaway projects in an 
attempt to lure back their custoin- 
ers. 


$500,000 Lost by L. A. 
Exchanges by 91 Folds 


Hollywood, Dec. 

Estimated $500,000 yearly 
been pulled out of distribution cof- 
fers in the Los Angeles exchange 
area bv the shuttering of 91 thea- 
tres since the first of the year. 
Along with complete closing, film 
rental loss is further increased by 
upwards of 50 houses shifting from 
full week to weekend operation 
only. 

Theatres that ha.. shuttered are 
largely “fringe” operations that 
never figured in the top coin. Nev- 
ertheless, the average film rental 
returned by the group ran better 
than $100 weekly, so closings have 
been costly to exchanges, as well 
as to such service outfits as Nation- 
al Screen, which supplied exhibi- 
tion adjuncts for normal theatre 
operation. 


. 
0. 


Only theatres of importance thai 
have boarded up the past year 
were the Carthay Circle, showcase 
first-run which was unable to ob- 
tain top features to maintain a 
steady policy, and two neighbor- 
hood houses, the Forum and Man- 
chester, Others include some sub- 
stantial, although not big, nabe op- 
erations that could formerly be 
counted on for a healthy bread- 
and-butter film rentals yearly. 

Only last week was the first step 
taken in this territory to bring ad- 
mission prices into a more realistic 
line with the times. Forefronting 
the move will be Fox-West Coast 
houses in the first-run and 21-day 
classes. 

F-WC vhike, the first since the 
Wartime imposition of the 20° ad- 
mission tax, raises first-run mati- 
nee scale from 60c to 70c. Evening 
general admission will jump 5c to 
90c from the present 85c. 

Decision to up prices was reached 
by F-WC after a number of ex- 
periments. Some months ago ticket 
tap was materially lowered in a 
selected group of nabes to see if 
business could be increased. Not 
only did money receipts take a big 
drop but, also, admissions tumbled. 
After several weeks, price cuts 
were restored, resulting in more 
business and admissions than be- 
tore the slash. Just recently cir- 
cuit upped scales in San Diego, 
Imperial Valley and Northern Cali- 
fornia. When cash take went up, 
admissions held level and no 
squawks developed, decision was 
reached to raise prices in this area. 


Theatres Keep Going In 
D. C. With Upped Pop. 


Washington, Dee. 5. 

The D. C. area is bucking the 
national trend toward higher ad- 
missions prices in the nabe thea- 
tres and shutting down of the 
weakest situations. Growth of met- 
ropolitan Washington has been so 
Substantial that it has been able 
to keep all existing picture thea- 
tres going and make room for 
more. 

However, there are limits to what 
the traffic will bear, and the exhibs 
have been afraid to tilt their tabs 
in the face of the tremendous in- 
crease of TV sets here. Now and 
then the neighborhood operators 
talk about upping admissions but 
they don’t do anything about it. 
Less than two months ago, tie 
larger nabes in nearby Baltimore 
increased prices from 5e¢ to 9c. 
D. C. exhibitors look longingty at 
this development but don’t dare 
to follow suit. The three-week 
clearance houses maintain a Steady 
level of 50c¢ at night. 

On the other hand, Baltimore 
Saw the closing of two picture the- 
atres—the Pie and Nemo—in re- 
cent months; but none in Washin«- 
ton or its suburbs folded. In fact 
Several new ones are being built. 
probably the last for the area until 
0d Federal ban on theatre con- 
fue. is lifted in the indefinite 

Sam Roth, whose midtown art 
house, the Plaza, was the most re- 
cently op¢ned of Washington thea- 
tres, has a new neighbor:00d 
house, the Park, nearly ready in 





has ' 











the southeast section of town. The 
Sidney Lust chain has its new Al- 
len near completion and Kogod- 
Burka have two houses under con- 
struction, the Langley and the On- 
tario, latter a 1,300-seater. 

In addition, Virginia, which has 
60 drive-ins, has another six being 
built. 


Essaness Switches, Set 
To Close Only 3 Houses 
Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Essaness circuit, in a last-minute 
switch, cancelled plans last week 
to shutter nine of its nabe houses, 
as prexy Edwin Silverman had in- 
dicated earlier. Circuit head re- 
vealed plans are underway to close 
only the Julian, Byrd and Embassy, 
that the remaining six houses will 
remain open, 

Silverman’s initial announce- 
ment was looked upon slyly by 
observers, who felt the move was 
merely a feigning action to receive 
lowered film rentals. Trade 
sources also aver that with a threat 
of a nine-house folderoo and the 
ultimate necessity of a mass layoff 
of union help, local operators union 
would be forced to meet terms of 
the Silverman circuit. 

Silverman had previously an- 
nounced that te reason for the 
boardings stemmed from a failure 
to meet operating expenses. He 
had claimed each house was doling 
out more for overhead ‘(including 
the average  three-to-four pro- 
jectionists at each house, and other 
union help) than was coming in 
at the boxoffice. 

Other local circuits are finding 
survival equally hard in the hinter- 
lands. Alliance Theatres has an- 
nounced that two of its three Chi 
houses are closing. The Roseland 
and the Parkway, both southside 
houses, fiave been found to be too 
costly to remain open in the face 
of slipping attendance. The Park- 
way, however, will experiment by 
opening weekends. 

Alliance’s Indiana houses, which 
aye bucking only local video, are 
reportedly having smooth sailing, 
while the circuit’s houses in the 
state of Washington, are running 
at a 15% decline over last year. 

Allied Theatres of Illinois, in 
prospect of the pre-Yule biz de- 
cline, is boarding six of its Chi 
neighborhood houses, ostensibly to 
reopen after the first of the year. 
Warner Theatres likewise is clos- 
ing the Grove and Stratford, pre- 
sumably for remodeling. H & E, 
Balaban chain, with 12 houses here, 
is also feeling the press of the nabe 
decline, announcing that it will 
board two of its houses, the E.A.R. 
and the Midway, until business 
perks. 

Balaban & Katz circuit as well 
has not emerged unscathed in the 
neighborhoods. Alba and Admiral 
boarded during the summer and 
are slated to remain closed. Cir- 
cuit recently closed the Park, Iris 
and Luna. 


Finally realizing that neighbor- | 


hood business will not flourish any 
longer under its own weight, many 
indie exhibs are no longer sitting 
back and accepting the decline. Re- 
cently enterprising operators have 
commenced hooking up promotion 
ideas with neighborhood mer- 
chants. Store-owners, for exam- 
ple, furnish wares (bicycles and 
sports equipment, for the most 
part) to the theatreowners as 
prizes for kiddie-day contests on 
Saturdays, in return for which the 
local businessman receives free 
trailer advertising from the the- 
atre. Rapidly this form of sales 
technique is taking hold in the out- 
lving houses, and observers hasten 
to warn that without this ancient 
art most exhibs will find their at- 
tendance waning even more. 

In Milwaukee, as an example, 18 
of its 60 houses are now using 
giveaways. This-is an area whose 
decline is far less than Chicago’s. 

Paradoxically, some indie houses 
here appear to be functioning in 
good stead. Either that or they 
still maintain faith in strong Holly- 
wood product. One exhibitor re- 
cently doled $6,000 in advance to 
the Metro exchange on a 35% of 
“ross intake basis for three-week 
rights to “King Solomon’s Mines” 
on first-sub-run. The operator has 
a 990-seat house on the westside. 
He faces the prospect of countless 


other indies in the same area grab- 
bing the pic on its first second-run | 
run two weeks later, overlapping | 


his three-week acquigition. This 
|; means the op has but two weeks 


to insure himself of his $6,000 re- | 
turn. 

_ Essaness, contrarily, risked out- | 
bidding the 3&K neighborhood | 


command houses and acquired 
/“Mister 880” (20th) for its north- 
side Sheridan theatre for two 
weeks. Gross on the 14th day of 
the run barely made $97. This in- 
stance observers will quote aS a 
reminder that the nabes will not 
do business despite the strength of 
the product. 

Prolixity of nabe shutdowns al- 
most of necessity rules out any 
price hikes as an attempt at re- 
couping losses. Only example of 
admission jackups here occurred 
just recently when Loop first-run 
houses unobtrusively changed its 
marquees to 55c. before 1 a.m. ad- 
mission, a hike of 5c. The silent 
admission hike thereby received 
few complaints. 

Gollos Bros.’ Bkptcy. 

Gollos Bros. circuit, which owns 
13 houses in this area, filed peti- 
tions of bankruptcy last week in 
Chi Federal court for six of its 
southside theatres. Circuit attor- 
ney, Norman Nachman, explained 
that television had driven them out 
‘of business. 

Nachman requested the court ap- 
prove a plan to pay 50°o of out- 
standing debts to unsecured cred- 
itors. 

Those boarding are the Midway, 
Woodlawn, Ark, Ray, Victory, and 
Langley, all of which have been 
on a triple-feature policy, showing 
inferior product almost exclusively. 
Chi film companies are reportedly 
not numbered among the circuit's 
creditors, since most transactions 
on the local exchange are pre- 
sumed to have been on a cash-and- 
carry basis. 


Frisco, Oakland Houses 
Shut; FWC Ups Prices 

San Francisco, Dec. 5. 
Poor local biz conditions 
blamed for the shutdown of the 
1,800-seat Downtown theatre by 
owners Joe Blumenfeld and Irving 
Ackerman. House was originally an 
Ackerman & Harris showcase, built 
in 1917 and which they operated 
until the death of Harris in 1942. 
Roxy, Blumenfeld’s 1.150-seater 
in Oakland, also shuttered. Lack of 
good product was given as the rea- 


were 


son. 
The only price-raising locally has 
been by Fox-West Coast. Only 


house raised up to now is the Fox, 
a 4.65l-seater with low moved up 
a nickel to 65c. and evenings 
from 85 to 90c. 

The Five United Nations, 1,100- 
.seater, expec.s to raise prices next 
week. They have no matinees, so 
prices would be 90c, to $1.20. The 
300-seat Cinema, also FWC, expects 
to also jump into same groove as 
Fox with 65c. to 90c. prices. 

Other houses on Market street 
claim they do not contemplate 


hikes. Generel opinion is that biz | 
is hard enough to corral without 


raising b.o. 


St. L. Area Keeps Houses 


Open as Sales Gimmick 
St. Louis, Dec. 5. 

While a few film houses in the 
St. Louis exchange territory, East- 
ern Missouri and Southern Illinois 
have shuttered in recent months, 
many operators not only in St. 
Louis but in the smaller communi- 
ties are seeking buyers and are 
only staying open because of the 
psychological effect a shuttering 
would have on a prospective sale. 

There are at least 11 nabes in 
St. Louis thit are for sale, but 
many with seating capacities rang- 
ing from 350 to 550, in small towns 
in the territory, may be purchased. 
In several of th. smaller communi- 
ties weekly program chanzes have 
been switched from four to three, 
three to two and in one Missouri 
town a film is held for an entire 
weck. to. reduce the film rental 
charge. 

Several houses in Illinois owned 
by the Publix-Great States Circuit, 
the Fox Midwest Amus. Co., and 
those in Belleville, Iil., 14 miles 
from St. Louis, owned by the 
Bloomer Amus. Circuit. have 
boosted the adm.ish scale in recent 
months but in no instance has the 
hike been more than 10c. In most 
cases the upped price has been 5c. 
Only Fanchon & Marco's deluxers 
in St. Louis have increased the 
scale, 


Up Admish Prices In | 
Seattle; 25 Shutterings 


Seattle, Dee. 5. 
prices at theatres 
Seattle and the local 


Admission 
throughout 


exchange area, except some cases, 


in smaller towns, have advanced 
slightly over the past few months. 
Advances are generally from 4c to 
10c, this including first-runs, sub- 
sequents and nabes. 

All the drive-in houses, some 30 
of them in this state, are closed, 
but this is seasonal. Late figures 
show around 388 theatres (regular 
picture houses) in Washington 
state. But of these an estimated 
25 have shuttered the past two or 


three months. Naturally the reason | 


is unprofitable operation. Some 
houses in smaller burgs have cut 
down number of nights they are 
open. But at that, informed sources 
indicate that grosses are not far 
from a year ago. In many Cases 
here, business is up from 1 to 
10°°; in some, it is down a little. 

Defense jobs have greatly upped, 
for this is the home of Boeing. The 
job picture is steady and good. 
Presently the holiday season is be- 
ing felt early, as folks buy gifts 
with most of their free money. 

Firstruns in Seattle went from 
84c to 90c a few weeks ago, the 
John Hamrick houses being the 
first to do so. Evergreen followed. 
Sterling Theatres upped its nabes 
from 59c to 65c. Smaller towns 
generally went from 65c to 75c, or 
50c to 60c. 


The grapevine has it that about | 


10 subsequent suburbans here are 
“on the verge” of closing. 


10 Nabe Boston Theatres 


Close; Some Weekenders 
Boston, Dec. 5. 

Due to general slump in biz 

hereabouts, at least 10 nabe houses 

have closed recently, and while a 

few figure to reopen after Christ- 


mas, majority are shuttered per- | 


manently, or until such time as 
industry gets back on its feet. Some 
nabes are operating on a weekend 
basis, with not too solid results, but 
operators are hesitant to cease op- 
erations altogether, figuring indus- 
try is bound to come up with some 
sort of an answer. 


Survey indicates houses in south- , 


ern and Cape Cod areas of state 
have been hit hardest, with latest 
folderoo (Dec. 2) the Provincetown 
theatre, ordinarily a year-round 
house. Rhode Island is also hit 
hard, but Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont, outside TV areas and 
at best along the fringe, have beer 
only slightly affected by siumping 
b.o. 

Admission prices have not risen 
hereabouts, although there is be- 
ginning to be heard a_ rumble 
among some exhibs for price-tilt- 
ing. On the other side of the 
ledger, several houses have low- 
ered their kid prices, slanted at re- 


gaining some of the slumping mop- , 


pet trade. 


Most Philly Exhibs 
Trying to Hang On 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 

The slump in film business has 
hit this city hard, but most of the 
exhibs are hanging on trying to 
weather the storm. General feel- 
ing is that the trouble is due to 
TV and that there will eventually 
be some merger between the two, 
but until then the attitude is 
“wait and see.” 
- There has been no attempt to 
up prices here, from the first-runs 
right down the line. There has 
been price - cutting in several 
neighborhoods, but it was gener- 
ally confined to balcony seats or 
“early bird” evening shows. There 


have been no wholesale closings 
although about a dozen theatres 


have shuttered or transferred into 
other forms of operation. It is a 
known fact along Vine street that 
there are about a dozen other 
houses you can buy pretty much 
on your own terms. 
Oidest House Closed 
Largest houses to close were two 


| Stanley Warner theatres on lower 


Market street, the Capitol and the 
Victoria. The latter was the old- 
est film theatre in the city and 
closed early this vear. 

Recent indications of a trend 
were the conversion of the Con- 
cord into a roller-skating rink by 
the Melvin Fox interests. The 
Upsal, purchased at auction by 
Morris Wax, has been converted 
into a memorial building for use 
of the Police Athletic League. 
Stanleyv-Warner shut down _ its 
huge northeast nabe. the Alle- 
gheny, for the month before 
Christmas, but said the move was 
for repairs. 

Biggest jolt locally was the 
of stage shows at the Carman, the 
city’s last vauder (29). The big 
North Philly house has played live 
shows continuously sinee it was 
built in 1928. Present owner is 


end 


| house began operations. Stiefel’s 
manager, Frank O. Ackley, said 
| the end of vaude was “an experi- 
ment” and not “due to the depres- 
sion in business.” The Carman 
has switched to double features. 
| In contrast to the general bear- 
ish trend, William Goldman this 
year put up the $1,000,000 Ran- 
dolph theatre in the first-run sec- 
tor and is now occupied with a 
big remodeling job on the Mid- 
town, formerly the Karlton the- 
atre. In the nabe field, Goldman 
has spent heavily in remodeling 
the Esquire, formerly the Grange, 
in North Philly. 

Acnew trend in luring audiences 
into the screen houses debuts this 
week here, with the Weatherguard 
Co. ‘storm window manufacturers) 
buying matinees outright and hav- 
ing their salesmen distribute tick- 


ets to potential customers. The 
theatres being used for the test 
are the Colonial, Warner nabe in 


Germantown, and the Nixon, Para- 
mount’s West Philly house. Free 
filmgoers are treated to a demon- 
stration and spiel abéut Weather- 
guard products, as their only price 
for viewing films. 


Higher Prices for Mpls., 
But Closings Séarce 
Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 

This territory hasn't been hit vet 
by theatre closings, but there has 
been a trend throughout the area 
to higher admissions, although this 
latter development has not been 
general in scope, and the major 
circuits, including Paramount The- 
atres ‘the Minnesota Amus. Co.), 
have not participated in it except 
in a few isolated instances. 

However, Bennie Berger, presi- 
dent of North Central Allied, inde- 
pendent exhibitors’ organization, 
insists that because of higher oper- 
ating costs and declining grosses 
“we are on the eve in this terri- 
tory of many smaller theatre shut- 
terings.” A considerable number of 
smaller theatres is operating now 
at a loss. 

But, at the same time, paradox- 
ically it would seem, the boosting 
of scales continues to crop up fre- 
quently, and NCA is using its in- 
fluence to advance admissions. 

As far as Minneapolis and St. 
Paul are concerned, the latest de- 
velopment in admission _ price- 
boosting was action last week by 
the two local RKO theatres, the 
Orpheum and Pan, in eliminating 
its “junior prices’’—a reduced scale 


for voungsters from 12 to 16— 
which the Paramount Theatres 
originally instituted and is still 
maintaining. 


When the loop Gopher, a Bennie 
Berger house, went on an “A” pic- 
‘ture policy with “King Solomon's 
| Mines” two weeks ago it estab- 
‘lished a 20 cents children’s ad- 
mission price—8 cents higher than 
that generally in vogue. The loop 

independent Aster, playing reis- 
sues and late runs for the most 
part, last week upped its top from 

25 to 50 cents. Local neighborhood 
and suburban theatres getting ear- 
lier availability also have raised 
their admissions—going from 50 to 
60 cents, for example, in the cases 
of 28-day clearance which is now 
the earliest. 

The only report recently re- 
ceived by NCA of any theatre clos- 
ing was the house at Elgin, Minn, 


K. C. Admission Prices 
| Maintain Status Quo 


Kansas City, Dec. 5. 

' Admission prices have’ main- 
tained a fairly static structure here 
over most of a decade. In prewar 
days the top was 40c, but was hy- 
poed to 65c early in the defense 
program proceedings. With but a 
minor variation, 65c has been the 
first-run top here since. 

Recently a 75¢ top loomed into 
the picture when Fox Midwest 
i opened its refurbished Orpheum 
in the downtown loop. Policy is to 

. play only outstanding films (‘or re- 
main closed), and for these circuit 
gets 75¢ evening admission. After- 
noon price is 55¢, against the 45c 
which prevails in regular first-yuns. 
The liitle Kimo, art-film house of 
the Dickinson circuit, usually also 
adheres to the 75c top, but uses a 
50c afternoon price. Only other 
variation from the 65¢ scale is the 
RKO Missouri, where the tariff 
goes to 74¢ on the advent of its oc- 
casional vaudfilm bills. Otherwise, 
the first-run front is solidly 65c 
top. ; 

The stable situation in‘admission 
prices is also reflected in the fact 
area has had relatively few closings 
in the past few years. In fact, 
there are probably more theatres 
in operation in the K. C. exchange 
area now than at any time in re- 


Sam Stiefel, the eighth since thej cent years. 
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CHICAGO 


Allied Theatres of Illinois called 
special meeting for Dee. 14, to 
which prexy Jack Kirsch has in- 
vited sales toppers of all majors. 
Purpose is to find solution to mass 
nabe folderoos, and tailspin ot biz 


at indies. 

Judge William Campbell ruled 
in Chi Federal Court that United 
Artists-Towne theatre stock dis- 
pute does not hinge on Sherman 
anti-trust act as the major had 
sought to prove. UA is seeking 
to keep control of one-third inter- 
est the Milwaukee indie, which 
the theatre had sold in return for 
first-run product in 1946 

John Doerr, chief Alliance 


booker, and Pete Penagos, circuit's 
promotion head, planed to Seattle, 
Wash. week for check on Ailh- 
ance’s Mid-States Theatre chain 


last 


George Busch, Jr., son of RKO’s 
chief booker, recalled to duty with 
the Air Corps. 

Though 1943 war epics, “Cor- 
regidor” end ‘They Raid by 
Night,” have appeared many times 
over loca! tele stations. they still 
continue to rack up solid grosses 
here Both grossed well at initial 
release due to the topical theme 
at that time They came around 
again in 1947, and once more did 
well, despite the theme In the 
interval, both pix have’ been 
video standbys. 

\ few weeks ago the Portage 
theatre here played “The Men,” 
which drew low grosses. The house 
threw in “Corregidor” and “Night,” 


and racked up a solid $1,400 two- 
day gross during midweek. Re 
centiv Balaban & Katz circuit 
booked the two pix in three of its 
nabe houses. 


PITTSBURGH 


Charles Anderson's Alpine The- 
atres withdrawn as accounts of 
Cooperative, indie booking com- 
bine, and Bernie Potts has _ re- 
joined the circuit film booker 
and buyer. 

John A. Reilly. one of the old- 
est theatre men in point of serv- 
ice locally, named manager of 
Rialto in uptown Fifth Avenue: 
last at Metropolitan in the Bloom- 
field district. 

Reported that Jim Clark, pio- 
neer exbib and a partner in the old 
Rowland and Clark chain, will lease 
subsequent-run State downtown 
here, will remain in business with 
the Capitol in Braddock. 

Mike Manos, who heads 


cre’s 
only one 
Lord Tarleton 


as 


chain 
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‘of theatres which bears his name, 
land Mrs. Manos recently cele- 
brated. their 40th wedding anni. 
Manos has almost completely re- 
covered from heart attack of some 
months ago. ; 

Leo Wayne, formerly with Para- 
mount who recently quit Film Row 
after more than 25 vears and Andy 
Jackanik. another one-time film 
man here, opened a tavern in 
Duquesne. 

James 
Moorefield 
elected as 
tative 
Delegates. 

Harry Williams, 
vet who has been 
health, entered the Mayview city 
hospital. Former actor, theatre 
manager and distributor, he re- 
cently passed his 75th birthday. 

Ed Shafer returned to Pitts- 
burgh again to manage the Casino, 
George Jaffe’s burlesque house; 
replaces Rudy Kahn Shafer has 
been piloting the Roxy, Cleveland. 

Marie Schmitt will continue to 
run the Imperial, Pa., theatre, 
which her late husband, Henry J. 
Schmitt, operated up until time of 
his recent death. 

Latest nearby community to get 
Sunday shows is Dunbar. 


owner of 
Drive-In, 
represen- 
House ot 


M Miley, 

W. Va., 
Hardy county 
to West Virginia 
business 
in declining 


show 


LOS ANGELES 


Jack Schwarz is booking a num- 
ber of pre-release dates tor ‘“‘Kor- 
with James Burkett 





ean Patrol.” 
signed to handle exploitation on | 
film. 

John J. Dervin, distribution 


chief for Stratford Pictures, Mono- 
gram subsidiary, in town for hud- 
dles with Steve Broidy about na- 
tional release of “Dancing Years’ 
and ‘‘Last Holiday,” made by As- 
sociated British-Pathe. 

RKO will reissue two Johnny 
Weissmuller tree-climbers next 
spring simultaneous with the re- 
lease of Sol Lesser’s new Lex 
Barker starrer, “Tarzan in Peril.” 
They will be “Tarzan and Ama- 
zons” and “Tarzan and Leopard 
Woman,” lensed in 1945 and 1946. 

New Monogram pictures set for 
December are “Father's Wild 
yame,” “Outlaws of Texas,” “Call 
of Klondike” and “Trail Dust.” 

Columbia will release Seymour 
Nebenzal’s indie production, “M,” 
in March. 


in 

Monogram’s “Little Papa’ and 
“The Pooch,” in the “Little Ras- 
cals” series, will be released in 


January. 


DETROIT 


The United Artists, closed for six 


weeks for a $250,000 facelifting, | 


installation of 
‘and change of 
|; opened with “Jackpot.” 
|ager of this downtown, first-run is 
Dillon Krepps, an exhib for 19 
years. For the last two years, 
'Krepps has been in charge of film 
_research for Audience Research, 
Inc. Skouras’ United Artists Thea- 
htre Co. of Michigan is new operator 
of house. United Detroit Theatres 
formerly operated but lost control 
as result of consent degree. 
United Detroit Theatres leased 
Broadway-Capitol, 3,400-seat down- 
towner, to Sol Korman, of Korman 
Theatres. Announcement by Earl 
J. Hudson. UDT prez, regarding 
this being preliminary to new en- 
tertainment projects was taken to 
mean television. UDT long has had 


new 
ownership, 


equipment 
re- 


fore the FCC. 


GREENSBORO, N.C. 


Theatre Owners of 
'linas ended annual convention at 
Charlotte after adopting a resolu- 
tion against exhibiting and ex- 
ploiting sex shows. H. D. Heard of 
Charlotte was eleeted head of the 
association; succeeded Col. J. B. 
Harvey of Clover. S.C., whe was 
named veepee. 
of Wilson 








also elected 


sioner, looking to bigger tax col- 
lections for 1951, said that had the 
old 3% levy on gross receipts of 
theatres been reinstated, last year 
the tax would have vielded the 
state of North Carolina $537,074 for 
the year. The theatres of the state 


were subject to a 3° gross re- 
celpts tax before the war. They 
were ‘sucessful in getting it 


dropped in June, 1943. 


| ST. LOUIS 


_ The Grand, owned by Joe Katz 
in Benid, Ill, shuttered for more 
than a month because of dispute 
With the projectionists’ union, has 
been relighted. 

Paul Schroeder and Phil Harris, 
‘Lebanon, Ill, purchased the State, 





New man-| 


an application for TY license be- | 


the Caro-| 


Roy L. Champion | 
A ' a veepee. | 
North Carolina revenue Commis- | 


{ 

‘New Baden, Ill, from Stanford 
' Fritz. 

| Robert 
' Murphysboro, 
‘charge of snatching $44 from the 


ae teen-ager, 
jailed on a 


Brewer, 
L., 


boxoffice window at the Marlow, 
Murphysboro, Nov. 12. 

James Tapella, associated 
Bess Schulter in the operation of 
Roxy and Columbia theatres, took 
over the Ivanhoe from Frank 
Shelly who ran the house for sev- 
eral months. 

The Airway, a St. Louis County 
ozoner, is one of the few drive-ins 
in St. Louis county still operating 
despite sub-freezing temperature. 

The Gasconade, Owensville, Mo., 
shuttered by William Williams, 
owner, for complete face-lifting 

Johnny Perkins’ Playdium, East 
St. Louis. leased by Terry Moore, 
former Cardinal ballplayer from 
Joe and Charlotte Katz Perkins 
retired from management several 
months ago because of ill health. 

The Roxy, a Frisina Amus. Co. 
unit in Springfield, Dl., relighted 
after an elaborate facelifting. 

The Ivanhoe, indie theatre here, 
taken over last June by Frank 
Shelly, has been shuttered. 

H. Paul Stroud, owner of the 
Lyn, an indie house, donated all 
proceeds of an afternoon pertorm- 


ance to the St. Louis Community 
Chest. 

The Nauvoo new 400-seater, 
Navoo, Ill., being readied tor a 
Jan. 1 lighting. 

Harry Hynes, manager of Uni- 
versal’s exchange here, naimed 


chairman of the St. Louis area par- 
ticipation in the Will Rogers Me- 
morial fund-raising campaign. 

Skyline Drive-in on Natural 
Bridge road, St. Louis county, first 
ozoner in that section to 
for season. 


DES MOINES 


Clarance L. MecFarling, formerty | 


house manager of RKO Orpheum 
in Denver, named manager of Or- 
pheum in Sioux City, Ja. “William 
Weagly, manager of house here for 
resigned to return to 


two years, 

his former home in Dayton, Ohio. 
With recent resignation of G. 

Ralph Branton as general mana- 


ger of A. H. Blank Tri-States The- 
atres Corp. here, future operating 


policy of Tri-States in Iowa, Ili- 
nois and Nebraska has been re- 
vealed. Houses will be guided by 


a cabinet made up of all homeof- 
fice executives and district mana- 
gers. To help in this, Dale H. Mc- 
Farland was promoted to newly 
created post of assistant to prexys 
Blank. Duties of Branton are di- 
vided among MeFarland, L. Mc- 
Kechneay, and the district mana- 
gers. Carr, Des Moines district 
manager for two years, replaces 
McFarland as chief of film buying 
and booking. As of Jan. 1, the 10 
Tri-States theatres in Des Moines 


/will be supervised by the home-| 


manager 
as city 


‘office. Robert Leonard, 
of Paramount here, acts 
manager. 


- PHILADELPHIA 


The Carman, big uptown vauder, 
dropping stageshows. 

Motion Picture Associates will 
honor two men new to the terri- 
tory, Harry Martin, Universal 
branch head, and Sanford Gottlieb, 
Eagle Lion classics branch boss, 
at a luncheon, Dec. 11. 

Warner's Capitol, mid-town 
house which plaved dual West- 
'erns, and closed early in the fall, 
leased to a sporting goods firm. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Charlie Weiner, United Artists 
salesman, mourning loss of his 
hunting partner, Jack Byron. who 
died in Winnipeg. 
| Republic gets its first picture 
|\into the Minnesota Amus. Co.'s 
| biggest theatre, Radio City here, 
‘“Rio Grande” being spotted there 
week of Dec. 8. 
Edina, independent 
‘suburban house, played twin bill 
for first time last Sunday, hook- 
ing-up “Saddle Tramp” 
“Bunco Squad.” 


DIETRICH’S ‘ANGEL’ HOT 
$7,900 IN 2D N.Y. WK. 


“The Blue = Angel,’ German- 
made Marlene Dietrich-Emii Jan- 
nings starrer, is proving something 
of an art house bonanza in its cur- 
rent run at the Little Carnegie. 
N. Y. Opening Saturday, Nov. 25, 
day of the big storm in New York. 
it hit almost $7,000 for its first 
week. With better weather it 
looks like close te $7,500 for the 
| second stanza. 

Current release is the second in 





} 


| this country. Paramount originally | 


' distributed it in a dubbed version 
in 1930. Present one is the orig- 
inal German. with subtitles added 
by Classic Films, the distribs. Pic 
opens at the World, Chicago. next 
Monday (11) and at the World, 
Baltimore, Christmas week. 


with | 


shutter | 


“deluxe, 


and 
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TORONTO 


(Continued from page 12) 
and “Girl 
$11,000. 

Eglinton, Victoria (FP) (1,180: 
1,140; 38-77)—“Tripoli” (Par). Lusty 
$10,000. Last week, F 


“Joan of Arc” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $7,500 in 8 days. 
Hyland (Rank) (1.357: 40-80)— 


“Trio” (Par) (5th wk). Steady $5,- 
500. Last week, big $6,000. 
Imperial (FP) (3.373: 38-77)— 
“Kiss Tomorrow Goddbye” (WB). 
Big $12,500. Last week, “Copper 
Canyon” (Par) (2d wk), $8.000. 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,096: 48-67)— 
“Miniver Story” M-G). Good 


$8,000. Last week, “Summer Stock” 
M-G) (3d wk), $9,000 in 9 days. 

Nortown, University (FP) (959: 
1.556; 38-77)—“All About Eve’ 
(20th) (Sth wk). Sturdy $10,000. 
Last week, $11,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2.390: 
“Two Flags West” (20th) 
Neat $15,500 in 8 days. 
$13,000. 


50-90)— 
i2d wk). 
Last week, 


Shea’s (FP) (2.386; 38-77)— 
“Jackpot” (20th) (2d wk). Fair 
$7,000. Last week, $8.000 

Towne ‘Taylor) ‘693: 50-70)— 
“City Lights” (UA) treissue) (6th 
wk). Still okay $4,500. Last week, 
$5.000. 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2,743: 38-67)— 


“Rio Grande” 
$4,500. 


(Rep) (2d wk). Light 
Last week, oke $8,000. 





‘BREAKTHROUGH’ SOLID 
$18,000 IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Dee. 5. 

Biz currently is spotty but tor- 
rential rains over weekend failed 
to dampen some bills. Best in this 
category is “King Solomon's 
Mines” still very big in second 
Warfield round. Top newcomer is 
“Breakthrough” which shapes solid 
at Paramount. “Joan of Arc,” on 
pop-seale run, is mildish at Golden 
Gate. “Fuller Brush Girl” looms 
nice at Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 





Golden Gate ‘RKO) ‘2.850; 60- 
85)—‘‘Joan of Are” ‘RKO) and 
“Rio Grande Patrol” (RKO). Pop- 
scale run for “Joan.” and bareiy 
$9,000. Last week, “Where Danger 
Lives” (RKO) and “Fighting Stal- 
lion” (EL), $14,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651: 65-90) — 
“American Guerrilla’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Off to $10,000. Last week, 
$20,000. 

Warfield (Loew's) (2.656; 60-85) | 
—‘“King Solomon's Mines” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Hefty $24,000. Last 


week, $34,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Breakthrough” (WB) and “Border 
Rangers” (Lip). Solid $18,000. 
|Last week, ‘Let’s Dance” (Par), 
$17,000. 


St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85)—_ 


“West Point Story” (WB) (2d wk). | 


Good $10,000. Last week, big 
$14.000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478; 55- 
85)\—"Fuller Brush Girl” (Col) and 
“Pygmy Island” (Col). Nice $14,- 
000. Last week, 
(U) and “Hot Rod” (Mono), $14,500. 


“Kansas Raiders” | 


United Artists (No. Coast) 1,208; | 


55-85)—"‘State Secret” (Col) (2d) 
wk). Oke $6,000. Last week, 
$8,500. 

| Clay ‘Rosener) (400; 65-85) —)| 
“Queen of Spades” ‘Indie) (4th | 
'wk). Holding at $2.000. Last 


'week, oke $2,200. 


| Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — | 


“The Sinners” (Indie) (2d 


About $2,500. 


$2,600. 
DENVER 


(Continued from page 12) 
| “Quicksand” (UA) and “Squared 
Circle” (Mono). 
week, “Ill Get By” 





(20th) and 


“Gallant Thoroughbred” ‘Rep) (2d | 


$7,000. 
(Fox) (1.967; 
Run’ +U) 


wk), 
Tabor 
“Woman on 
side Manner” (Indie). 
din, Webber. . Fine $4.500. 
week, “Three Husbands” 
“Chain Gang” (Col), $5,000. 
Vogue (Pike) (600; 60-74)—"Live 
as I Please” ‘Indie’. Mild $2,000 
or less. Last week, “Beauty and 
Beast” (Indie) and “Satin Slippers” 
(Indie) (2d wk), $2,000. 
Webber (Fox) (750: 35-74) 
“Woman on Run” (U) and “Bed- 
side Manners” tIndie), also Tabor. 
Aladdin. Nice $3,000. Last week, 


35-74) 
and “Bed- 


Last 





“Three Husbands” (UA) and 
| “Chain Gang” ‘Col’, $3,500. 
Dick Powell on ‘Train’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


; Metro signed Dick Powell to star 
in “The Man on the Train,” a Civil 
War mystery yarn to be produced 
by Richard Goldstone. 

Picture will be Powell's third 
on that lot. Others were “The Re- 
former and the Redhead” and 
) “Right Cross.” 


wk). | 
Last week, good | 


Oke $8,500. Last | 


Also Alad- | 
‘UA) and} 


| 


; 








‘L'ville Better as Snow 


in Heart” (Mono), | Melts; Dance’ Fast 136, 


‘Solomon’ $14,000 in 2d 


Louisville, Dec. 5. 

The snow has disappeared, and 
film patrons who went into hiber- 
nation for a few days, are coming 
out of hiding to go to downtown 
theatres again. ‘“‘Let’s Dance” at 
Rialto and “High Lonesome” at the 
Strand, are the only new pix at 
the first-runs, both racking up 
first-rate trade. “King Solomon's 
Mines” at State is big, pushing 
ahead of first week's total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200: 
45-65)—"“West Point Story” (WB) 
‘(2d wk). Good enough to weather 
storm, and holdover stanza will top 
initialer. Virile $7,500, after last 
week's storm ridden mildish $6,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.000; 
45-65) “Let’s Dance” (Par), 
Astaire-Hutton opus pulling lively 
$13,000. Last week, “I'll Get By’ 
(20th) and **Palooka Squared 
Circle’ (Mono), light $8,500. 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“King Solomon’s Mines” M-G), 
Gaining momentum since’ snow 
was Cleared away to hit big $14,000. 
Last week, same pic seemed headed 
for bumper $18,000, but settled for 
modest $12,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,200; 45-64)— 
“High Lonesome” (EL) and “I 
Killed Geronimo” (EL). Giving this 


house new lease on life. Neat 
$5,000. Last week, “Dark City” 
(Par) and “Cassino to Korea” (Par), 


$4,500. 





CHICAGO > 


(Continued from page 13) 
miral Was a Lady” (UA) (2d wk), 
Firm $11,000. Last week. $14,000. 


State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 55-98) 
—‘“Miniver Storv’ (¢M-G) and 


“Emergency Wedding” (Col). Aver- 
age $15.000. Last week. “Rocky 
Mountain” (WB) and “Dial 1119” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $10.000. 

United Artists ‘B&K) (1.700: 55- 
98)—"*Petty Girl” (Col) and “Be- 


tween Midnight and Dawn” (Col) 
‘2d wk). Mild $10,000. Last week, 
$13,500. 

Woods (Esssaness) (1.073: 98)— 
“American Guerrilla’ (20th) (4th 
wk). Poor $8,000. Last week, 
$12,000. 

World (Indie) (587: 80)-—“Mac- 


beth” (Rep) (4th wk). 
Last week, $3,800. 


Fine $3,200. 








4 ENGINE DOUGLAS DC-4S 


Direct from L& Guardia and ~— 
“NON STOP 


MIAMI $39 


10°o Discount | 
on Return Trip | 


CURTIS... 


$24 
$35 


CHICAGO 


SQ carirorniaS7 2 


1 Way 1 STOP 


NORTH AMERICAN 
FY. 


AIRLINES 


Free Ticket Del'y, Irr. Flights, plus tas 
BRyant 9-6492 

503 Sth Ave. (Ent. 42nd St.) Suite (00 

BROOKLYN BRONX 

UL 5-3888° LU 4-0607 


Hotel St. George | 2488 Gr. Concourse 
Clark Street | (FerdhamRd) Rm 328 


TRAVEL“ AGENTS RECOGNIZED 


Return 














Midright Fee'ure 
Nightly’ 











JOHN FORD'S 


“RIO GRANDE”’ 


starring 
John WAYNE @ Maureen O'HARA 
A Republic Picture 


Brandt's MAYFAIR 


7th Avenue & 47th Street 











———-RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL—~—— 
Rockefeller Center 

xipuinc’s “AEM” 

ERROL FLYNN - DEAN STOCKELL 
Color by TECHNICOLOR 

A Metb-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 

and THE MUSIC HMALL’S GREAT 

CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 
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——)» Ready in Janvary! 








PEXPLOITABLE! 


Fe 
| wet 
"gett 

ee? ' 


Afkge BX, 
PRISE SS 


+ 








starring ROBert HUTTON: Steve BRODIE: James EDWARDS: Richard LOO 


nd introducin d i 
with SID MELTON * RICHARD MONAHAN * WILLIAM CHUN ° “new screen pesoneity, Gene EVANS 
A ROBERT L. LIPPERT PRESENTATION Written, Directed and Produced by SAMUEL 


SENS eae, 





Binoy 


——_—— > Ready in January! aud , ——p 9 Ready in February! 


There was no turning 
back...this was thei 
last raid! 


r 






MIGHTY adventure linia behind ay 


history’s unforgettable “Last Stand” , 





Starring 


PRESTON FOSTER 


VIRGINIA GREY , JIM DAVIS Written and Directed by CHARLES MARQUIS WARREN t E R N EST T U B B 


ROSS LATIMER: MONTE BLUE-SID MELTON | RES SY SASS Ser vee A WORTHY FOLLOW-UP TO 
"SQUARE DANCE JUBILEE” 


Directed and Produced by RON ORMOND 


Produced by SIG NEUFELD « Directed by SAM NEWFIELD 






aud Ready in Aprill 


OUTDOOR ACTION 
ded with the kind of a 
oat wieg ACTION at your boxoffice: 


Every man 
was her 


Starring is ' a 
BARBARA : D inci, lille 
7 BRITTON ' 


. WILLARD 
PARKER 


’ s An , % ore “ 
PHILIP . ¥ hes aadamhaus anomie 
REED pes WILLIAM BERKE 


Executive Producer 
MURRAY LERNER 





Produced by SIG NEUFELD + Directed by SAM NEWFIELD 
BARTON 


THE EXPLOITATION PICTURE OF THE YEAR! =}  MacLANE 
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BASEBALL MOGULS DEBATING AM MTV 
FUTURE ALLIANCES AT FLORIDA MEET 








St. Petersburg, Dec. 5. 
An unprecedented proposal for 
an outright ban on all broadcasts 


Is. Dakota Disk Jockey 





and telecasts of all professional | 

basebali games will be debated by Perry Charles, formerly of WHN, 

officials representing 441 minor the Loew-owned N. Y. indie (now 

league clubs when the National wMGM), and ex-Metro publicist, 

Association of Professional Base-| js back in New York negotiating | 

ball Leagues convenes here tomor-| for a radio-TV deal. 

row in the first of baseball's an- For the past year Charles has 

nual winter meetings. been doing a disk jockey show 
The boxoffice drain of unlimited jn South Dakota and built up a 

radio broadcasts and TV baseball two-hour “Saturday Night Dance” 

programs is the primary topic be- stanza into the top-rating puller of 

fore the convention of baseball’s the Dakotas. 

smaller leagues. Major league 

spokesmen, as well. promise that 

the ‘air ache” of 1950 will attract 9 

their most vocal attention when S 24 14] 

the American and National leagues 3 


follow the minors in joint session 
here Dec. 9. e @ 3 3 
Nothing as drastic as abolition Deficit for 49. ( 
of all broadcasts and telecasts is 
contemplated by major league own- 
ers whose pre-meeting discussions Toronto, Dec. 5. 
have centered on proposals to cur- Canadian Broadcasting Corp., in 
tail both radio and TV broadcasts its annual report, cites an operat- 
that blanketed the nation in the ing deficit of $243.747 for the 1949- 
past yn. AS the ma ior leagues 50 fiscal year, this topping the 
clubs control and operate most of $43,000 deficit chalked up by the 
the in they will dictate ac- State-operated radio system for the 
tion of the National Association. previous fiscal year. Though com- 
The indicated major league solu- mercial revenues have increased, 
tion is to seek relief from the these have been offset by rising 
Department of Justice m aling that Costs in all radio department cate- 
virtually ordered the big leagues ®°Fies. plus preliminary expenses 
in the past season to give permis- $4,500,000) in the setting 4 of 
sion for their games to be broad- two television stations by the CBC 
cast to all sectors of the nation. 1™ Toronto and Montreal as the 
The D. J. big stick was a threat frst units in the CBC development 
to declare baseball a mono; oly be- of television in Canada as an aux- 
cause of agreements li niti ng the iliary national service. 
broadcasts to favored stations in License fees for the year ($2.50 
the major league territory. to each Canadian set-owner for 
ik ite seal hme: ota the fans in | °VetY radio set in the home, motor 
the provinces ef maior iene car or launch) totalled $5,481,488; 


commercial program revenue, $2,- 





broadcasts, the D. J. destroved 10- | 366 400. Expenditures on program- 
cal interest in the minor league ming, engineering, administration 
towns upon which the professional | ang press services totalled $8.030,- 
baseball structure is erected. The 213. 

spectre of similar unlimited TV 

emptying the minor league parks 

has not yet come into focus in the V o FOR SACKS SEEN END 
big league vision that is fixed on he 

the immediate financial horror of 


TO CBS RETURN RUMORS 


Flevation of 
veepeeship by 


unlimited radio broadcasts. 
Saigh’s Note of Caution 
One major league club—the Bos- 


Manie Sacks to a 
RCA will probably 


a 


ton Braves—has found TV a suf- | put a quietus to recent reports that 
ficient threat, however, to slash its | he’s been listening to CBS blan- 
1951 telecast program by one- dishments to woo him back into 


fourth. Presidents of the two St. 
Louis clubs warned of the immi- | 
nent dangers of TV in pre-conven- 
tion statements. Said Fred Saigh, 
president of the Cardinals: 
“At least I hope TV is barred. 
(Continued on page 40) 


the Columbia fold. 

Although officially designated as 
| director of artists relations for the 
RCA Victor division, Sacks has 
been on top of the talent picture 
for the subsidiary NBC radio-TV 
| operation as well. During his ten- 
lure since checking out of CBS- 
Columbia Records, NBC has reas- 


CBS Auditions One-Hour | — itself into the top-budgeted 
. . aien icture. 
Musical Audience Show | As a ‘stat vicepresident,” Sacks 
Originating From Camps 


will work closely with board chair- 
man, Brig-Gen. David Sarnoff and 

CBS last week auditioned a big | 
one-hour musical-audience partici- 


prexy Frank M. Folsom. 

pation show, which will be beamed | 
over the network from a different | NLRB Orders Elections 
Army encampment each week. With 
the exception of NBC’s Sunday | 
evening “Big Show,” it’s one of Washington, Dee. 5. 
the rare instances of a network) flections to determine whether 
splurging for a 60-minute musical | technicians at WFMY-TV and 
attraction, |WFMY-FM in Greensboro, N. C., 

CBS show. called “Top Your Ser-| and WWOL in Buffalo, N. Y., de- 
geant,” will have a girl emcee, | sire to be represented for purposes 


comedienne Jean Carroll, who will of collective bargaining by the Na- 
work with the camp GIs as par- | gaining by the Na 








tional Assn. of Broadcast Engi- 
ticipants. There will be a different | neers and Technicians ‘(NABET), 
name band each week as the pro- were ordered last week by the 


gram circuits all the nation’s GI 
camps as originating points. Tex | 
Beneke orch was used for the au- | 
dition platter, which was made at 
Camp Dix, N. J. 

Lou Malemed is producer. Show 
will be pitched up for sponsorship. 


TOP ECHELON SHIFTS 
FOR PHILCO INT'L. 


Philadelphia, Dee. 5. 

Two top echelon shifts at Philco | 
International Corp. saw Frederich 
J. Willard named veepee in charge 


National Labor Relations Board. 

In another action, a board trial 
examiner recommended that 
WLEX in Lexington, Ky., be re- 


to their jobs and stop interfering 
with efforts of the International 
_Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
| (AFL) to organize the engineers at 
the station. 


Hadacol’s 1-Shot 


LeBlane Corp., makers of Hada- 
col dietary supplement which has 








of sales and F. Leroy Sherman been staging old-fashioned “medi- 
named v.p. in charge of foreign cine shows” with top talent, has 
operations. bought the full Mutual web for a 


one-shot on Jan. 12 at 9-9:30 p. m 

Time will be used to air poriions 
of a testimonial dinner for Sen. 
Dudley J. LeBlanc, head of the 
company, which is being tossed in 
Holiywood with pic stars slated to 
be present. Agency is Majestic, 
i}of Houston, 


Radcliffe L. Romeyn, who was 
Vice president in charge of sales 
is now veepee and executive assist- 
ant to the president. Dempster Mc- 
Iniosh. Romeyn will be in charze 
of product developme: it and liaison 
with the company’s production and 
engineering departments. 


Charles Back to N. Y.. 


In Buffalo, Greensboro 


, quired to reinstate four technicians | 


‘Pitt Staffers Marooned 
_ Five Days by Snowstorm; 
| Engineer in 60-Hr. Stint 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

Three announcers and two en- 
gineers at WKJF, the town’s only 
FM station, were marooned there 
for five days last week during the 
big snow. Ralph Weithorn, Dick 
Jessen, Irving Kravitz, Joe Fabian 
and Walter Carr had their first full 
meal in 120 hours when Norma El- 
pern, head of publicity, beat a 


path to the door and brought eggs, 
fruit, bread and milk. 


The five men were cooped up 
when the storm blanked their iso- 
lated hilltop outpost high up on 
Mt. Washington, and they had 
nothing until help arrived but cof- 
fee, canned music and soup. Miss 
Elpern finally managed to drive 
within a quarter of a mile of 
WKJF and neighbors helped her 
shovel a path the rest of the way. 

On the sixth day, relief 

10uncers and piven ah who were 
snowbound in their homes in vari- 
ous parts of city, finally 
reached them. 

Michael Sedore, 
KQV. Mutual outlet 
got home last week 
of nearly 60 hours 
snow, without any 
than 24 of them. 


an- 


the 


engineer for 
here, finally 
after a siege 
marooned by 
food for more 
He was stuck at 


the transmitter from Saturday 
morning to late Monday, and had 
only his dog for company during 


the ordeal. 

Plenty of 
way when 
known in a 
Newscaster 
his 


offers came Sedore’s 

his plight became 
broadcast over KQV. 
Bill Burns reported on 
program that six bulldozers 
were placed at his disposal to 
reach the engineer. But by the 
time they began to pour in, Sedore 
had been fed by a resident of the 
district and rescued by a shovel 
squad. His long vigil began when 
he was the only one of four en- 
gineers who could reach the trans- 
mitter at the height of the storm. 


Knowing it might last awhile, 
he- armed himself with some 
canned soup and other food. It 


ran out a day before help reached 
him. With no relief able to get to 
the transmitter, he worked around 
the clock for the entire period, ex- 
cept for five and a half hours each 
night while the station was off the 
air. He worked so well that KQV 
didn’t miss a minute of time. 

If it hadn’t been for Sedore, the 
station would have been marooned, 
too. 


MUTUAL WRAPS UP TWO 
| KRAFT SALES IN CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Chicago radio network sales 
activity, which got its big fall push- 
off with the Mars Candy purchase 


of four ABC shows, continues to 
gain momentum. Latest sale was 
registered last week by Mutual, 
which wrapped up Kraft to spon- 
sor two segments of “Queen For 
a Day” and “Bobby Benson Show.” 

Food company is picking 
11:30 to 11:45 a.m. EST portions of 
“Queen” 
days and the “Benson” airer 5:55 to 
6 p.m. on the same days. Kraft order 
is for 522 Mutual outlets for 26 
weeks starting Jan. 2. 

Agency is J. Walter Thompson. 








Frank White 


President of the Mutual Broad- 
casting System cites 


Radio’s Contribution 
to 
Home Town America 
- * * 


one of the many byline features 
in the forthcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 





up. 


on Tuesdays and Thurs- | 











|| Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 


Program Veepee at CBS 
details why 


Show Business Is 
Sound Business 


* * 


an editorial feature in the 
forthcoming 


45th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











AFRA Wins Hikes 
For Waxed Talent 


New pact won last week from 
the transcription companies by the 
American Federation of Radio Ar- 


tists will substantially boost talent | 


costs in the waxer field. In some 
categories seccales have been hiked 
more than 100°, according to 
AFRA national executive secretary 
Frank Reel. 

In Class A transcriptions (open- 
enders and custom built platters) 
talent will be paid at the live com- 
mercial rate, which represents an 


increase of roughly 10%. For spot 
announcements, scales have been 
upped by 100°. Additionally, spots 


may be re-used for only 13 weeks, 
contrasted with 26 weeks in the 
previous code, 

For the library 
AFRA sought to bring to parity 
with the other transcription pro- 
ducers, scales have been doubled. 
In the category of nine or more 
voices the tilt is even steeper, go- 
ing from $18.50 to $50. In all the 
library service categories an hour 
of cuffo rehearsal time has been 
included. 

Union also made gains on other 
terms. On spots no doubling will 
be permitted. On longer programs, 
no more than two performers will 
be allowed to double for a half- 
hour show and no more than three 
will be permitted to double on an 
hour show. 

Sound effects men are moved up 
from $9 to $14 for the first hour, 
with $11.70 for additional hours. 

No more auditions will be per- 
mitted for spots without payment 


services, which 


of the full rate. A minimum call of | 


$25 was set for group singers. 


OMAHA HOSP. MEMORIAL 
SET FOR J.J. GILLIN, JR. 


Omaha, Dec. 5. 

Radio Council of this city has 
presented a memorial to St. Jo- 
seph’s hospital here to honor the 
late John J. Gillin, Jr., former 
president - general manager of 
wow. 

Group donated 
blood pressure machines to the 
hospital where Gillin was born, 
and which was one of his favorite 
charities. Citation said, in part: 
“His youth coincided with the ad- 
vent of radio, and before he died, 
still in his vigorous young man- 
hood, both he and the industry 
' with which he was associated had 
reached maturity by every cri- 
terion.” 





two floor-type 





WOV’s Rome Expansion 


Constantly expanding program 
activity out of Rome has resulted 
in WOV, Italian-language N. Y. sta- 
tion, stepping up production activ- 
| ity there and moving to 
, quarters. (WOV-Rome studios have 
become a sort of unofficial head- 
quarters for Italian-Americans vis- 
iting Rome,) 

Currently four U. S.-slanted com- 
mercial shows originate in the 
Rome studios with additional ones 
now in preparation. New quarters 
will also accommodate the offices 


larger 


Ask Asst. Sec. Of 


Communications 


Washington, Dec. 5. 





| the State Dept. 


An Asst. Secretary for Commu. 
nications would be established in 
if a recommenda- 
tion made last week by Sen. Ernest 
W. McFarland (R., Ariz.), member 
of the Committee on Interstate and 
Foreign Commerce, is carried out. 

In a letter to Dr. Irvin L. Stew. 
art, chairman of the President’s 
Communications Policy Board, Sen. 
McFarland said he hoped the board 
would make such a recommenda- 
tion in its forthcoming report to 
the White House. The PCPB was 
established to formulate an overall 
communications policy in the Gov- 
ernment, particularly with regard 
to the use of radio frequencies by 
federal agencies. It was requested 
to give special attention to the pos- 
Sibility of making more channels 
available for commercial use. 

Sen. McFarland told Dr. Stew- 
art he felt sure the board has be- 
come convinced that communica- 
tions are sufficiently important to 
merit the fulltime attention ‘‘of an 
experienced and thoroughly coms 
petent individual with authority 
enough to deal with his field at the 
very highest levels. 

“So long as we adopt the precept 
of State Dept. leadership and con- 
trol on all matters involving rela- 
tions with other countries.” the 
Senator added, ‘‘we must strength- 
en the Dept.’s leadership and con- 
trol by making possible for it to 
give to communications the time, 
attention and competence that com- 


munications deserve, and at the 
same time see to it that whoever 
heads this division has both the 


authority and expert knowledge to 
perform his job fully in the public 
interest.” 
McFarland reiterated his recom- 
endation in another letter to Sec. 
of State Dean Acheson. 


All-Out KFWB Show 
Puts Community Chest 
In Sieht of L.A. Goal 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Hailed by Community Chest of- 
ficials as the greatest single con- 
tribution by show business in the 
history of local charities, KF WB's 
24 hours of unbroken entertain- 
ment to spur the workers in the 
field is being credited with making 
possible attainment of the year’s 
quota, which for a time seemed 
doomed to failure. It marked the 
first all-out venture of Harry Mai- 
zlish to aid charity since he took 

over ownership of the station. 


What Maizlish did for Commu- 
nity chest was to cancel out all 
commercials and regular programs 
from 6 a.m. Tuesday through to 
the same hour the next morning 
and bring to his microphones the 
greatest array of star talent ever 
to appear on one coutinuous show. 
In all, 65 top names from all 
branches of show t usiness, column- 
ists and sports figures put on an 
act and made personal pleas to the 
field workers to put forth a little 
extra effort. Contributions topped 
any previous day of the campaign. 
To top off the marathon program, 
Joey Adams, Negro disk jock, took 
over the proceedings from mid- 
night to 6 a.m. and had a steady 
stream of performers to share the 
night shift with him. 


At the Chest’s quota rally to cel- 
ebrate close of the campaign, Mai- 
zlish will be presented with a scroll 





for his contribution to the drive. 


MRS. HORTON AS NBC V.P. 


of George Cueto & Co., WOV com- | 


mercial reps in Italy. 





Schlitz Renews ‘Ivy’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Schlitz renewed “Halls of Ivy” 
for another 26 weeks on an ad- 
justed budget. Sponsor asked NBC, 
package owner with Nat Wolfe, 
producer, and Don Quinn, script 
chief, for a reduction from the 
$9,000 package price because of 
ithe show’s low rating. 





POINTS UP NEW SLANT 


Election of Mrs. Douglas Horton 
as a member of the board of direc- 
tors of NBC last week is seen tied 


‘in with the web’s overall public 


relations bid. Mrs. Horton, former 
wartime commander of the Waves, 
is vice-president of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in 


America and former president of 


Wellesley College. 


Appointment represents a two- 
time “first,” Mrs. Horton being the 


first femme on the board and the 
| first outsider. 


For State Dept. 


~ 
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Topeka, Santa Fe: ‘What! No Acheson?” | R 


NBC last week was doing some re-appraising on its public rela- 
tions ‘on which it’s spending a lot of coin) on the heels of a double- 


barreled setback. One was the 


Time mag front-covering of CBS | 


prexy Frank Stanton and reams of copy on the color television dis- | 


pute, which found the national mag strictly in the pro-Columbia 
columns as opposed to the RCA-NBC 


bid for tint supremacy. 


The other had to do with NBC’s failure to pick up Sec. of State 
Dean Acheson’s crisis-laden talk last Wednesday night (29), which 


was carried by the other 


no commercials at stake, 


radio ne tworks (and DuMont on TV), 
which would have necessitated NBC 


DeSoto-sponsored Groucho Marx show. 


and 
knocking off the Plymouth- 
(The other AM webs had 


for the 9 to 9:30 period during which 


Acheson spoke is occupied by sustainers.) 
NBC and a lot of its affiliates came in for a drubbing as result. 
Some affiliates, including those serving the Topeka, Kan., and Sante 


Fe, New Mexico, 


received word from 


one ot 
Dee. 


Dec. 
12 before the N 


and scheduled itself accordingly. 
turn of events in Korea,” 


areas, were asking * 
Here’s how NBC justifies its action: 
Acheson's office 
Secretary of State was making three speeches 
5 before the Conference of 
National Farm Grange. 
the two most important ones for pickup and was told De 


‘how come no Acheson?” 
A few weeks back it had 
notifying the web that the 
last Wednesday’s, 
Mayors, and another on 
NBC asked which were 
ec. 5 and 12, 
“That was two weeks before the 





Says N BC. 








NBC Clears Up Its Snail at Friscos 
KNBC With Yoder Switch from Denver 


NBC 
the snarl attending the appoint- 
ment of a new manager fop KNBC, 
the web’s owned-and-operated op- 
eration in San Francisco, after a 
protracted period of vexations, 
exec reshufflings, a major resigna- 
tion, etc. 

Llovd Yoder, 
the web's o.&0. 
has been designated for the nod 
to sw.teh” over to Frisco to head 
the network’s AM-TV operations as 
successor to John Elwood, who re- 
tired several months back. Yoder 
has long been recognized as one 
of the aggressive, knowhow oper- 
ators within the NBC o.&o. frame- 
work. Since Denver is strictly an 
“AM baby,” lacking video facilities, 
finding a successor to Yoder may 
cue some headaches for the web. 

Initially, NBC had planned send- 


manager of KOA, 


ing Harry Kopf to Frisco, in an 
NBC homeoffice exec realignment 


which now finds John K. Herbert 
taking over Kopf's AM sales post. 
Kopf balked and NBC offered him 
the Chicago job to replace I. E. 
(Chick) Showerman, who in turn 
was offered fhe Frisco job. Kopf 
accepted, but Showerman turned 
down Frisco and resigned. (He re- 
vealed over the weekend he’s going 
with Free & Peters stations reps 
as television sales manager.) 


Actors Co. Into 
NBC ‘Big Show 








has at long last cleared up # 


station in Denver, | 


Prayer Meet 

WOV, N. Y. multi-lingual 
indie, has inaugurated a night- 
ly pause for prayer at 11 p. m. 
As the Lord’s Prayer is read, 
backgrounded by organ music, 
listeners are invited to join 
silently in prayers for U. S. 
troops in Korea and for peace 
for the peoples of the world. 

Service last 30 seconds. 


War News.Alerting 
Every Network To 
‘Auxiliary Setups 


The stepped-up war tempo last 
week found the networks moving 
swiftly into action in alerting 
themselves for continued opera- , 
tions, should the day come when 
New York will be subject to an 
atom bomb attack. 








| 


Primarily, the webs are con-, 
cerned with setting up auxiliary | 


facilities, such as wire circuits, etc., 
so as not to disrupt communica- 
tions, in the event that it’s neces- | 
sary to shift operations to Philadel- | 


| phia, New Jersey, Chicago, or some 


In a bid to further entrench its 


Sunday night “Big Show” as a 
major kilocycle entry, NBC has ne- 
gotiated a deal with the Actors Co., 
Coast legit group comprised of top 
film personalities. The Actors Co. 
group will become a_ permanent 
weekly fixture on “Big Show,” with 
its star-studded roster made avail- 
able to NBC for both the New York 
and Hollywood-originating pro- 
grams. 

Among those who will appear on 
“Big Show” are Charles Boyer, Mel 
Ferrer, Henry Fonda, John Gar- 
field, Gene Kelly, Deborah Kerr, 
Dorothy McGuire, Rosalind Russell 


and Gregory Peck. Plan is to ro- | 


tate two or three of the stars each 
Week in either originals or pix or 
legit capsule adaptations, with each 
weekly sequence to 1un about eight 
or 10 minutes. In addition, they'll 
be integrated into the 90-minute 


Tallulah Bankhead-emceed show. 
Actors Co. tees off on “Big 
Show” Dec. 17. 


Ace on the Coast 

Goodman Ace, chief scripter on 
“Big Show,” heads for Hollywood 
tomorrow (Thurs.) primarily to 
complete his sereenplay writing 
chore (an original) for Jerry Wald- 
Norman Krasna (RKO), and also 
to supervise the NBC gala produc- 
tion. Ace will again house-guest 
with Groucho Marx during his 
Coast hiatus. 


jing next week. 


other point. Thus the webs want 
to be prepared with an auxiliary 
operational setup that will be tan- 
tamount to a second string of net- 
works. 

Meanwhile, the Korean crisis and 
its forebodings have cued a re- 
appraisal of the news setups among 
the networks. NBC has already set 
in motion plans for its own auxili- 
ary transmitter in Japan ‘instead 
of relying on Army facilities). It’s 
anticipated that a good portion of 
the open time availabilities on the 
networks will be channeled into 
an expanded news coverage. 


NBC Giving Half-Hour 
Net Show, Plus Time, Free 
As National Guard Aid 


NBC is now cuffo-ing a half-hour 
weekly series on a full network 





basis, and throwing in the time as 
well. Unusual circumstances fol- 
lowed request of the National 
Guard. which asked the web for a 


free show and 30 minutes of time 
every week to expedite its bid for 
recruits. 

As result, the network is turn- 
ing over the “Appointment with 
Music” show which originates in 
Nashville. It will be given all the 
commercial trimmings for the 
National Guard ride and changed 
to the “Don Estes Show,” featur- 
ing the singer and a 21-piece orch. 
Show will be slotted in the Thurs- 
day 11:30 to midnight per iod, start- 
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EWORKS SEEN 





being 
upcoming meeting 
stockholders. It 
take place in New York, Dec. 12. 

This the first meeting of 
Mutual stockholders since the sale 
of the Don Network to the 
Yankee Network owners. That 
there will be a jockeying-for-posi- 


Considerable interest is 
focused on the 
of Mutual will 
is 


Lee 


tion among the varfous stockholder 
interests in a bid to assert domi- 


nance over the whole Mutual 
operation, is considered a foregone 
conclusion. Some are even an- 


ticipating fireworks at the Dec. 12 
meeting. 

For years past, 
(Macy’s)-controlled 


the Jack Straus 

WOR, N. Y., 
and Don Lee on the Coast pretty 
much held sway in dictating or 
fluencing Mutual policy among the 
far-flung stockholder components 
of the network. This frequently 
found Don Lee-WOR lined up 
against the Chicago (Col. Robert 
McCormick)-Yankee - Philadelphia- 
Cleveland-Detroit interests. When 
WOR invested coin for a financial 
stake in Hoffman Radio's initial bid 
for the Don Lee acquisition (at a 
time when it looked like Hoffman 
had the winning bid for the Don 
takeover), it obviously 
directed at _maintaining WOR’s 
leadership within the Mutual 
framework. 

Now that Yankee “owned by the 
General Tire outfit) takes over 
possession of Don Lee, the whole 
complexion can change. Yankee, 
it's conceded, will need the sup- 
port of some of the other stock- 
holder interests to gain a dominant 
position. The alignment of fac- 
tions may well erystallize itself at 
the Dec. 12 meeting. 


Shoe’s on Other 
Denny Florsheim 


Criticism aimed t NBC for its 
failure to pick up the talk of See. 
of State Dean Acheson last week 
occasioned some eyebrow raising, 
because of the present status of 
Charles R. Denny as the web's exec 
veepee and head AM operations. 

Many recall the key role played 
by Denny when, as chairman of 
the FCC, he sparked the publica- 
tion of the now-famed Blue Book 
as a guide in bringing the industry 
into line on commercial abuses and 
public service programming. It was 
such incidents as that which oc- 
curred last week, when the Plym- 
outh - DeSoto - sponsored Groucho 
Marx show went undisturbed on 
NBC during Acheson's crucial talk, 
that whipped the FCC into its Blue 


in- 


Lee was 








NBC s October Gross Time Sales Show 


ported, 


Y&R Takes an Option On 
Grant’s ‘Mr. Blandings’ 


Young & Rubicam has taken an 
option on the new Cary Grant ra- 
dio series, “Mr. Blandings,”’ based 
on the “Blandings Dream House”’ 
stories and filmization. 

Half-hour weekly series was 
packaged by Don Sharpe and is be- 
ing peddled for $8,500 a stanza. It’s 
one of the hottest items among the 
new AM entries in exciting agency- 
client interest. 


NBC Changes Tune 


On Symph Plugs In 
Cantelli Cantata 


NBC, from 
found itself 
ductor’ of 








all accounts, almost 
without a guest con- 
the NBC Symphony 
Orchestra when Guido Cantelli 
arrived from Italy last Thursday 
(30) and reportedly was all for 
hopping the nex: plane back. 
Cantelli, pacted for eight weeks 
pending the scheduled return of 
Arturo Toscanini to the helm late 
in January, found himself con- 
fronted with a brand new problem 


in network programming — the 
slotting of commercial spot an- 


nouncements in a symphonic reper- 
toire. 

With the Monday night 10 to 11 
symph concerts now incorporated 
into the web's “Operation Tandem” 
concept, necessitating three 
announcements during the 
first half of the concert, Cantelli 
was broached with the idea of 
adjusting the music schedule to the 
commercials. That would have 
meant rearranging the schedule to 
permit three short works in the 
first 30 minutes. Cantelli, it’s re- 
blew his top and wanted 
to fly back home. 

From all indications, however, 
the Cantelli concept of adapting 


sales 


spot 


the commercials to fit the music, 


rather than vice versa, won out, 


/as indicated by his preem perform- 


ance last Monday (4), when only 
two works were played on the first 
half, a Mozart piece running 17 
minutes and one by Rossini run- 
ning 10 minutes. As indicative of 
the tact that NBC has realized the 
error of its ways, the network 
command, in fact, is scheduling a 
Christmas symphonic program 
eliminating all three commercials 
(RCA, Anacir and Ford). 





Luckies Forces Wilson 
Bowout on ‘Big Show’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Eileen Wilson, inked for NBC's 
“Big Show,” has been forced to 
cancel at request of Lucky Strikes, 
since the last 30 minutes of the 
program conflicts with Jack Ben- 
ny’s CBS shot for Luckies. 

Miss Wilson appears on the cig- 














Book manifesto. 'gie firm’s “Hit Parade.” 
Four Networks’ Billi 
October Gross Time Sales 

(Estimated) 
+ ere vaeewe $6,672,635 116.0 
NBC *eeeeeeeoeeeeeereeeeeeere 4,939,120 212.0 
ABC *“eeeeeeeeereeereevreeeeee 3.172.100 eu» 7.0 
oo bi¢ti®tesieenxuxs 22 + 8.7 
$16,325,355 — 0.7 

For First 10 Months 

(Estimated) 
CO iivave OTT CLT eT Cri Cc $57.730,300 +109 
NBC vy TTT TTT eT Tie et. 51,285,260 — 29 
ABC weer TT Tere Te jeebcdian 29 590,000 —~16.1 
pO) BR re re ee ee 13,420,000 —12.7 
P “ $152.025,500 — 2.1 


FR MEETING Sharp Nosedive in 12% Drop from ‘49 


NBC’s gross time sales of 4,939,- 
120 for the month of October 
represent a 12% drop in compari- 
son with the billings registered by 
the web for the same month in 
1949 It’s the sharpest single- 
month nosedive encountered by 
the network in some years, reflect- 
ing the number of shows can- 
celled out by sponsors in the in- 
tervening period. 


In October, 1949, for example, 
NBC was flying the Camel colors 
on “Sereen Directors Guild’; 
Rexall was bankrolling Phil Har- 
ris; Wildroot had “Sam Spade"; 


Philip Morris had Ralph Edwards’ 
“This Is Your Life’; Procter & 
Gamble sponsored “Truth or Con- 
sequences”; and Blatz was picking 
up the tab for “Duffy’s Tavern.” 
However, the start of the broad- 
casting season this October found 
all the clients either cancelled out 
or moving to CBS, as in the case 
of Wildroot and Philip Morris (“T 
or Cc” 

NBC has picked up some billings 
on its “Operations Tandem,” in- 
cluding RCA, Anacin and Ford 
Dealers, but these won't show up 
until later. 


The cumulative 10-month picture 
shows NBC 2.9% under last year’s 
billings for the comparable period. 

CBS, on the other hand, is 16° 
ahead of last year on October gross 
times sales, and 10.9°O ahead for 
the 10-month period. October saw 
Mutual move into the plus col- 
umns, being 8.7% ahead of Octo- 
ber, °49, but 12.7% under last year 
for the 10-month stretch. While 
ABC was 7.0% under for October, 
it is 16.1% below °49 for the 10- 
month period. 








Freelance Fees 
Upped on Scribes 


Radio Writers Guild and the net- 
works have reached an agreement 
on freelance prices, adjusting sev- 
eral categories upward from 9°% to 
33°7. Minimum basic agreement is 
retroactive for 11 months, which 
means that the networks and indie 
packagers who signed letters ofe« 
adherance to the agreement will 
give more than 200 writers an esti- 
mated $50,000 in back pay. 

On collateral issues in the staff 
contract, pay scales of which were 
settled last month, another meet- 
ing will be held today (Wed.), 
when webs will present their coun- 
ter-proposals 

May Bolhauer, former writers’ 

_agent and casting director, replaces 
James Stabile as RWG’s eastern 
region executive secretary. Stabile, 
»who resigned two months ago but 
who held on to wind up some biz 
for the union has joined the legal 
department of William Morris 
Agency. 

Union has appointed new com- 
mittees, including: membership, 
headed by Tex Weiner; finances, 
Lou Pellitier; television, Erik Bar- 
nouw; grievance, Lillian Schoen; 
special services, Carl Jampel; and 
entertainment, Louis Hayward. 


NBC’S ‘TANDEM’ OPEN TO 
ALL COM’L COMERS NOW 


| With NBC’s sales plan for “Op- 
'eration Tandem” made more flex- 
ible, permitting for brief commer- 
‘cial rides of four weeks’ duration 
‘as in the case of Ford Dealers) or 
even less, Liggett & Myers has 
latched on to the _ five-nights-a- 
week program spots, for Chester- 
field plugs. 
, Ciggie commercials started roll- 
ing on “Big Show” Sunday (3) via 
|a transcribed insert by Bob Hope 
and Bing Crosby. Plan is to con- 
tinue the spot plugs through the 
Christmas period. 

NBC's decision to invite all com- 








'ers under any arrangement is to 
heighten client interest in the 
| “Tandem” segments, ©! )>+'o1? 
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TV TATTLER 
With Charlie Starke; 

Elhone, guest 
Producer: Dick Winters 
Writer: Winters 
15 Mins.; Mon., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WINS, N. Y. 

Here's a show that could pose 
a major Ripley for the trade—why 
an indie radio station, which could 
be expected to fear televisions in- 
roads, would decide to program a 
15-minute show dealing exclusively 
with TV. Actually. however, the 
show makes good sense. With the 


tremendous public interest now 
being shown in TV, the station 
can almost certainly count on an 
audience, beth from among video 
fans and those who have not yet 
embraced the new medium. That, 
consequent!y, should result in a 
sponsor, which means that WINS 
would be making capital of its 
compctilion. 

Judging from the preem show 
(4. “TV Tattler” will follow the 
format of the radio ‘movie’ com- 
mcntators, including dispensing of 
so-called behind-the-scenes notes, 
ne of the medium and_ inter- 
views with guest celebs. Chat it 
n of the medium and _inter- 
v he a windfall for TV press 
a oes Without saving. Char- 
j Siarke as the “tattler.” gave 
Ol th such pluggy intormation 
as NBC's considering Jerry Lester 
for a spot on its Sunday night 
ry edy Hour” ‘which the web 
] denied, incidentally! and Ken 
Murray's jump from 37th to 12th 
place in the latest Hoopers. Most 
of this “inside” stuff, of course, 
Vv be old-hat to the trade but it’s 
conceivably what the public would 
like to hear. 

Starke isn’t afraid to identify 
the networks in question by name, 
which is a good thing. He does 
a capsule review of a new show, 
which should also interest the TV 
fans And, he’s to have a video 


personality each week for an inter- 
view On the initialer, it was 
Eloise McElhone, who in discuss- 
ing her wardrobe problems on TV, 
got in a number of plugs tor her 


various shows. Starke also an- 
severed questions supposedly 
mailed in by listeners. He ex- 


plained what a kinescope record- 
ing is and that gave him an oppor- 
tunitv to quote Ed Wynn's defini- 
tion of a kine, which was carried 
exclusively last week by VARIETY. 
But Starke neglected to credit the 
source. Stal. 





I FLY ANYTHING 

With Dick Haymes, Charles Flynn, 
Jack Lister, Patti Dunlap, oth- 
ers: Rex Maupin orch; Jay Arlen, 
announcer 

P: oducers: Frank 
Cooper 

Director: Clark Andrews 

Writers: Arnold Perl, Abe Ginnes 

30 Mins,; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC, from Chicago , 
Dick Haymes shows in this vehi- 

cle that he can also, like Dick 

Powell. make the switch from 

crooning to adventure dramatics. 

Hevmes is cast in the role of Cap- 

tain Crane, devil-may-care head of 

a non-scheduled airline with a 

penchant for cargo that involves 

danger and suspense. 
On the preem Wednesday (29), 

stanza dealt with a husband who 

tried to get rid of his frau by con- 


Sy __‘ Fischer, 


cealing a timebomb in the _ bird- 
cage she was carrying aboard 
Haymes’ plane. Fortunately the 
bomb exploded after the plane 


landed, and Haymes was alive to 
help convict the man of “murder.” 
As an added fillip. it turned out 
that the wife wasn’t murdered after 
all but had allowed her husband 


to go to the chair to get her re-, 


venge and his insurance coin. 

Scripting was adept, letting the 
audience in on the fact the bomb 
was aboard the plane as a neat sus- 
pense-provoker and pulling the 
final switch for a surprise twist. 
#t was a little heavy, however, in 
stressing the passage of time as 
the moment neared for the bomb 
to 2o off. 

Haymes registers well as the “] 
Fiy Anvthing” pilot, although a bit 
less emphasis on heroics might 
make him more believable. Musical 
backgrounding was good. While 
not a big-league entry. airer fits 
nicely into ABC's’ adventure- 
slanted Wednesday evening lineup 

Bril. 


OTHER PEOPLE'S BUSINESS 

With Alma _ Dettineer, Frederic 
Taubes, George L. K. Morris: an- 
nouncer, Bill Strauss 

Producer: Miss Dettinger 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m 

PARTICIPATING 

WOXR. N. Y. 

_ Fo'lowing nine vears on WQXR. 

. @S a morning cross-the- 

bourd show. “Other People’s Busi- 

nese” shifted to the 2:30 to 3 p.m. 

slo’ Monday (4). Program's for- 

mat is best described by its con- 

ductor, Alma Dettinger, as “infor- 

mal discussions either by celebri- 


(Continp,;d on page 40), , , 
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Radio Followups 


Oe SS i ooos- 


| Sunday’s (3) edition of “The Big 
'Show” won't go down in history, 
despite the presence of a Presi- 
dent’s daughter (Margaret Truman) 
as guest and a Congressmans 
daughter (Tallulah Bankhead) as 
emcee. It was a generally hum- 
drum program, despite a \ ealth of 
talent with most of the talent 
trving too hard and most ol 
their material oldhat. Two reliable 
comics. in Joan Davis and Phil 
Silvers, were left with little sure- 
fire material: there were obvious 
gaps in Miss Bankhead's lines and 
cangfroid. and only the presence ol 
Fred Allen and surprisingly 
enough, Miss Truman — gave the 
airer any distinction. 


Allen had gotten himself some 
juicy Goodman Ace material and 


delivered it with aplomb, like the 
master he is when he and his scrip- 
ing are just right. Miss Truman, 
playing comedy foil to Miss Bank- 
head. Silvers, Allen and Miss 
Davis. was a refreshing = sur- 
prise in the .way she han- 
dled herself. simply,  unaffect- 
edlv. with a great deal of natural 
charm The song she Sang. 
“Gavotte.” wasn't a well-choosen 
selection. but she hurdled it well 
in an attractive coloratura. Miss 
Truman was handicapped by the 
overdose of mush Miss Bankhead 
and the others handed out as pre- 
liminary to bringing her on, and 
it's to her credit that she won her 
auditors in spite of the pompous 
buildup. Only flaw in her guest- 
ing was her repeated use of the 
word “progrum.” 

Allen's playvlet about a discus- 
sion group was superior funning. 
Silvers’ monolog about his fare in 
pictures was so-so. Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr.. made a good impres- 
sion in his quipping with Allen and 


Miss Truman, while his bit from 
his picture, “State Secret.” was 
good drama. Mindy Carson was 


plagued with some bad lines, but 
excelled in her song, “Touch of 
Your Lips.” The Sons of the Pio- 
neers had a fine rendition in their 
version of “Water.” 


Marty Glickman has installed a 
‘sports award of the week” every 
Monday on WMGM’'s “Today's 
Sports,” emcecing chores of which 
he shares with Ward Wilson every 
night in the week. Show. broad- 
cast from the Cavalier Restaurant, 
N. Y., retains essentially the same 
format, but the award is a device 
which brightens up a dull Monday 
and also gives Glickman a chance 
to recapitulate the sports events 
of the week in leading up to his 
choice for the winner. 

On Monday's (4) show, the 
award went to N. Y. Giant quarter- 
| back Charlie Conerly for his work 
in the Giants’ crushing defeat of 
the N. Y. Yanks the dav before. In 
addition. Glickman had as his guest 
for the evening Bill Hertzler, head 
of the N. Y. Public Schoo] Athletic 

League Coaches Assn. The pair 
discussed the ramifications upon 
sports and students of the coaches’ 
refusal to coach—in fact. the re- 
fusal of teachers to participate in 
any extra-curricular activities in 
the schools until they get salary 
increases. 

Discussion, a clear and _ intelli- 
gent one, resulted in the conclu- 
sion that the coaches’ strike was 
harmful both to sports and to the 
children. but Hertzler maintained 
the position that it was necessary 
and would in the long run prove 
of benefit to both. 





“The Kirkwood and Goodman 
Show,” formerly § a 
weekly presentation 
N. Y.. is now a 15-minute 
the-board entry on_ that 
Jim Kirkwood and Lee 
put a lot of eftort into ‘he pro- 
gram but fail to come off vith 
anything substantial in the comedy 
department. Duo give the im- 
pression of trying to incorporate 
some of the zaniness of WNEW’s 
morning “Rayburn and_ Finch 
show. besides employing a routine 
similar to that of Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis. However. boys don’t 
shape up as much of a threat te 


WOR. 

cross- 
Station 
Goodmar 


over 


either the WNEW airer or the 
comedy team. 

Duo also seems to be short on 
material since the best stunt 


pulled on show caught Monsiny +4) 
was also the top bit registered 
when they were reviewed in 
| VARIETY about seven months ago 
| It dealt with the constant inter. 
rupting of Frank Sinatra’s record- 
ing of “How Much Do I Leve You’ 
to answer each of the many ques- 
tions asked. In addition to bandy- 
ing about some chatter and gen- 
erally trying to gag up the show. 
bovs also play an occasional 
straight record. 

_ Format has Kirkwood attempt- 
ing most of the humor. with Good- 
man playing straight man. Spon- 


sorship on show ,is pxrti¢ipating, 


half - hour 


| ONLY HUMAN WITH SIDNEY 
| FIELDS 
|With Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, 


Rex Harrison, Lilli Palmer, 
| James P. (Foulproof) Taylor, 
; guests 


'Producer-Director: Jack Farren 
30 Mins., Sun., 2 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WOR, New York 

Sidney Fields, who for years has 
been writing a daily feature col- 
umn in the New York Daily Mirror 
on interesting personalities, has 
made a successful transposition of 
the idea to the medium of radio. 
Fields’ knack for finding persons 
with unusual personalities or occu- 
pations or interests makes for a 
wholly interesting half-hour. 

On the initial segment, Fields 
had as his guests Rex Harrisun 
and Lilli Palmer, currently star- 
ring in “Bell, Book and Candle” 
on Broadway; James P. ‘Foulproof) 
Taylor, designer and manufacturer 
of athletic safety equipment, and 
Dr. Norman Vincent Peale, N. Y. 
clergyman. Latter was one of a 
series af churchmen who will de- 
liver a short serman each Sunday. 
Dr. Peale spoke on forgiveness. 

Harrison and his wife; Miss Pal- 
mer, spoke of their acting careers 


of wartime London and of some 
rib-tickling experiences they en 
countered when getting married 
Taylor, a talkative and colorful 
gent who was an athlete and an 
opera singer in his younger days 


recalled his entranee into the field 
of safety equipment and ol 
the tests he personally underwent 


soine 


to prove the reliability of his 
product. 
Altogether, the session was 


highly interesting and informative. 
Fields himself had little to do but 
let his guests talk while he di- 
rected the course of discussion. 
But it’s Fields’ ability to pick such 
people that has made his column 
will all 


a success and in _ prob- 
ability do the same for his pro- 
gram. Chan. 


THIS IS THE VOICE OF AMER- 
ICA 
Writer: Eugene Kern 
Director: Howard Hotchner 
15 Mins.: Fri. (24), 9:30 p.m, 
Sustaining 
WNYC, N. Y. ‘ 
This show was a report to Con- 
gress made by the public informa- 
tion division of the U. S. State De- 
partment on the purposes and ac- 
tivities of the “Voice of America.” 
As such, this airer was straight 
description of the “Voice” opera- 
tion as a global propaganda medi- 
um for the American point ot view. 
Among the eye-opening facts re- 
vealed on this show tir Congress 
was that the U. S,, despite its 
wealth and international commit- 
ments, has allowed budget coin for 
only a fourth-rate “Voice of \iner- 
ica” job. In point of fact. the 
“Voice” ranks behind — England, 
Russia and even Brazil in the nu- 
ber of broadcast hours. Within its 
limitations, however, “Voice” is pro- 
gramming in all the major lan- 


guages, with special accent on the) 


Soviet-dominated nations, and is 


presenting a variety of news, fea- | 


ture, opinion and musical shows. 
As a Congressional report, this 
show served its end. It’s hoped, 
however, that actual “Voice” pro- 
grams are more. vividly con- 
ceived. Herm. 





i Transcription Review 





MUSIC AMERICA LOVES 

With Eugene Conley, Gracie Fields, 
Ellabelle Davis, Ada Alsop. Vera 
Lynne, Bob Farnon orch, others; 
William Rogers, announcer 

Producer: Walter King 

15 Mins. 

AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 
This is an excellent class musi- 

cal series which the American 

Cancer Society is offering cuffo to 

stations. It also marks a new de- 

parture for public service organiza- 


tions. in that the show is a top- 
flight musical entry, with only a 


brief message midway in the quar- 
ter-hour transcription. It is epen- 
ended, however. for stations to in- 


sert a plug for their local cancer 
group. 

Each of the 13 disks features 
standard tunes and may be 


skedded in any order. On a sample 
program numbers were a fantasy 
on “When Johnny Comes March- 
ing Home,” “Don’t Fence Me In,” 
“Anything Goes” and Vera Lynne 
In an appealing rendition of “La- 
vender Blue.” All the items are 
taken from London fuil frequency 
range recordings (FFRR), with 
sock arrangements and high fidel- 
ity. Dr. Charles S. Cameron 
spoke interestingly on advances in 
cancer research and the need for 
early detection of the disease to 
effect cure. In all, this series is a 
fine service by ACS for all broad 
casters. Bril. 


oor 








+ From the Production Centres 


+ 


| 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Ed Gruskin, head of European Cooperation Administration radio 
activities, flew in from Paris following death of his father at Duke Univ, 
Another son is George Gruskin, of William Morris agency. 

Agencyman Milton Biow into Harkness Pavilian for a checkup, had 
gallstones operation and due out today (Wed.)....WJZ’s Mary Margaret 
McBride named “Outstanding Woman of the Year in Radio” by Asso- 
ciated Press poll of femmeditors. Gloria Swanson, now on WOR and 
a transcribed show, also took kudos Madeleine Lee into “Portia 
Faces Life” The Hillard Edells ‘he’s WNYC’s production. chief) 
have tagged their first son Lawrence N. Y. Stock Exchange account 
has switched from Gardner to BBD&O, but no radio and teevee is 
planned Jocko Maxwell, WWRL sportscaster, to guest on Jimmy 
Powers’ WPIX stanza Sunday (10) Hollywood Gold Cup to be aired 
exclusively over CBS Saturday (9). 

Radio Writers Guild prez Ira Marion adds duties as adviser on docu- 
mentary and dramatic programs for the Voice of America Palestine 
desk to his ABC chores Bing Crosby’s four sons appear with their 
dad on his CBS airer Dec. 20 WMCA reprising its “Halls of Con- 
gress” dramatizations Friday (8) under Joe Gottlieb’s aegis Warren 
Jennings, former manager of Crosley Broadcasting Gotham office, has 
a new niche at ABC radio spot sales Walter Greaza replaces Edward 
Pawley as lead in “Big Town” ‘AM) as show enters its eighth year on 
air. Fran Carlson stet as Lorelei It's a boy for the Bob ‘(CBS Press) 
Fullers. . 

Disk jock Johnny Clarke named radio publicity chairman 
N. Y. Commission for the B'ind Xmas sale 
hit for ABC commentator Baukhage until 
cation Dec. 25 Billy Redtield returns to “Young Dr. Malone” Mon- 
day (12), when the Cole Porter musical “Out of This World,” in which 
he stars, is due to preem Marilyn T. Costello and Henry Gillespie, 
both of RCA’s Thesaurus, wed last week WJZ’'s Phil Alampi elected 
prez of National Assn. of Radio News Directors Air Force has dec- 
orated Scott W. Donaldson, Tele-King Corp. veepee, with Exceptional 
Service Medal WOV’'s Arnold Hartley becoming a papa for the third 
time Grace Valentine new to “David Harum” Nat Polen and 
Richard Yorke join “The Romance of Helen Trent”....Roger Sullivan 
is “Backstage Wife” addition. 

Julie Bennett into “Life Can Be Beautiful” Bill Stern’s “Sports 
Newsreel” on NBC, which for the past 12 years has been the exclusive 
ad medium for Colgate shave cream, will introduce a new Palmolive 
after-shave lotion Jan. 1. Show will be the only media plugging the 
product ABC sportscaster Harry Wismer kudosed by Vets of Fors 
eign Wars Hal Tunis renewed as WMGM disk jock Alvin Bahn- 
sen, Long Island U. prof, now moderating WWRL’s “Let’s Look at the 
un’. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


The jinx 13 holds no terrors for Jean Hersholt. To celebrate his 
13th year of “Dr. Christian” he'll host a party of 13 on Dee. 13 ‘ 
Chet Huntley is now sponsored cross the board on CBS. Washington 
Co-op Assn. bought his commentary for Sunday and that makes it seven 
a week Eve Arden went to the hosp for a few days of rest and 
checkup Lud Gluskin, CBS music director, flew east for funeral of 
his mother ABC must have plans for Jay Stewart.. He heads up two 
shows and is also being groomed for TV... It's all in a week's work 
for Nat Wolfe. He sold one show. wrote another, set his wife, Edna 
Best, for a N. Y. show, directcd “Halls of Ivy” and shipped Cary Grant 
east to peddle another Wolfe package, “The Blandings”....The WACS 
called up Jean Castles of CBS publicity staff, who was a looie in the 
last war Frank Stanton made a surprise call on Harry Ackerman 
but it was purely social. He came out with the missus to pick up a 
jJet-type auto Muntz had made tor him and drove it back to N. Y..... 
Ward Wheelock around for a few days with his bride, the former Mrs. 
Dorrance (Campbell soup) Jerry Devine hopped east for TV talks 
at Warwick & Legler for ‘This Is Your FBI”’....Rick Ricketson came 
in from Denver to work on Bob Hope to emcee Y's 75th anni in the 
Colorado capital... H. R. Baukhage doing his ABC broadcast from 
here for a week Dana Clark took leave of the Three Johns (Master- 
son, Reddy & Nelson) to head up guest relations at ABC... Cedric 
Adams taping his phone conversations from Minneapolis with the 
ladies of the elite Pat Buttram is back on the Gene Autry show 
after three months’ hospitalization with injuries received in an exe 
plosion on TV location. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Stuart Riordon, formerly with American Airlines. has been named 
new publicity chief at WBBM, Chi CBS key, filling spot vacated by 
resignation of Dave Moore last month Mildred Dudley, who re- 
cently shifted from LeVally to Schoenfeld. Huber & Green as time 
buyer, is now handling same post at Tatham-Laird Jerry Devine, 
producer of ABC's “This Is Your FBI,” in town last week while en- 
route from Coast to N. Y. for conferences with web execs Don 
Rollison is new member of WBBM traffic department... Judith Waller 
Chi NBC director of public affairs and education, attending White 
House Conference on Children and Youth in Washington Sentinel 
Radio Corp. sales during October hit $2.707.757 compared to $761,735 
for same month last year Fran Allison guested on WBBM's “Five 
Star tevue” last week J. Walter Thompson radio department staffer 
Robert Guilbert and bride, former Eleanor Goodrich, honeymooning in 
New Orleans Paul Fry, general manager of KBON Omaha Neb 
Mutual Central Division visitor last week Robert Brethauer leaves 
ABC's Chi sales department for time buyer berth at J. Walter Thomp- 
son Stella Zych has joined the Chi NBC press department as sec- 
retary to manager Jack Ryan NBC's “Quiz Kids” has been cited by 
National Society for Crippled Children and Adults Paul Gibson, 
W BBM gabber, launched a Sunday quarter-hour airer for Hudson-Ross 
‘ - ot ype ~_ argh from the N. Y. ABC sales service de- 
artment to same berth in web's Windy City pl: 4 ; 
has replaced Patti Malloy on WIND’s “A oll ny ate: 








++ 


for the 
Paul Harvey will pinch- 
the latter returns from va- 


Pittsburgh — Fred Davy has a r 
m0 — program, “Favorite KXOK, KSD Off St. Louis 
Melodies,” on WJAS every Tues- . 
day and Friday night at 10 for Air When Cable Burns 
quarter of an hour... Kar! Krug. , St. Louis, Dee. 5. 
Sun- Telegraph; Si Steinhauser, _ KXNOK, local ABC outlet. and 
Press, and Harold V. Cohen, Post- KSD. NBC outlet. were put off 


the air for more than an hour last 
week when an electric cable was 
melted, due to the heat generated 
by a fire that destroyed a switch- 
man’s shanty near National City, 


Gazette, again serving as judges 
for Duquesne Brewing Co.'s “Wel- 
come Aboard” song contest every 
Saturday night on KDKA .... Bet- 


telou Purvis. WPGH continuity di- 
rector and disk jockey, engaged to 
Walter Shine, Jr., who's studying 
to be a hair stylist ... John Stew- 
art has ieft announcer’s berth at 
WMCK in McKeesport to join 
Packaged Programs, Inc., and his 
wife is writing that outfit’s “Home 
Is Happiness” show, daily quarter- 
hour film feature on, WDTY., 


lll., across the Mississippi from 
here. The cable carried lines link- 
ing the radio stations with their 
transmitters near Horseshoe Lake. 


Emergency broadcasting studios 
at the Illinois transmitters were 
put into use and music from pho- 
nograph records was broadcast 


While the break was repaired. , 
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A Hubbard Never Forgets 


Defendant in a suit brought 


Minneapolis, Dec. 5. 
by Liebenberg & Kaplan, local 


architects who alleged that $17,811 is still due them on a $34,811 
bill for services in drawing plans and supervising construction of 
the new KSTP radio station, Stanley Hubbard, KSTP president, set 


up the defense in district court 


that the architects had failed to 


plan a fiour that would hold six elephants, as agreed. 


Hubbard said he had specified 


that the first floor studio he built 


to support six elephants in order to permit the televising of such 


shows as the Shrine circus from 
iiis iestimony that the flooring 
“standing on their hind legs.” 
African elephant is 10 feet high 
_four and five tons. 


within the station. He claimed in 
should support six pachyderms 


He also asserted that the average 


at_the hips and weighs between 








Parents Shouldn't Attack Radio-TV, 


Sez Child Leader; 


Washington, Dec. 
Sidonie Gruenberg, val ay 
of the Child Study Assn. and a 
leader in child education, yester- 
day (4), criticized parents who at- 
tack the new forms of communica- 
tion media. “It is a waste of time 
time to attack them,” she said. “Ra- 
dio and television are here to stay 
and people might as well make the 
best of it. In my childhood parents 
complained that the telephone was 
ruining children, just as they com- 
plain about television and radio. 
She was speaking at a White House 
conference on children and youth. 


Radio and television may 
an impact on the human race as 


Dr. 


powerful as that exercised by the | 
invention of the printing press in | 
Lyman 
of Columbia U., and pub- | 
lic affairs counsellor for CBS, said. | 


the 15th century, Prof. 


Bryson, 


He presided over a work group on 


the mass media at the conference. | 


“I have the feeling,” said Bryson, 
“that we are passing through a 
transformation like that of the 15th 
century, when printing came in to 
replace the spoken word as the 
great medium of culture. Now, 
because of radio and television, the 
spoken word once more becomes 
the chief means of transferring cul- 
ture.” 

Others speaking in 
group—one of 35 such groups in- 
cluded in the four-day conference 
—declared that television is fore- 
ing a reassessment of the family 
structure. “Children are being 
brought up so differently due to. 
this new medium,” explained one 
educator, “that they are 


ter than adults. Some studies which 
have been made indicate that chil- 
dren are able to study 
while the radio or television is on. 
And they can study and sbsorb the 
program at the same time. That’s 
because of the way they're being 
brought up.’ 

Several educators pointed out 
that some top people assert chil- 
dren can learn only from reading 
books. This outlook was ridiculed 
with the explanation that what, 
they see and hear on television and | 
radio is not necessarily bad, but 
can also educate them. 


It was disclosed also that a spe-| 
ordered | 


by Gov. Tom Dewey, of N. Y., has. 


cial survey of television, 


sent out 2,000 queries to parents 
for information. The committee in 
charge of the survey is also in the 


process of interviewing advertisers | 


and TV program personnel on ef- | 
fects of the medium. 


WGAR’s Rate Hike 


Cleveland, Dec. 5. 

In the face of an upsurge in 
daytime televisio programming, 
WGAR, CBS affiliate here, 
hiked its daytime rates 20°: and 
other segments of the broadcast 
day 50°, effective Jan. 1. Current 
advertisers receive a year's protec- 
tion under the old rates, providing 
they remain with the station con- 
tinuously. 

Boost of 20% will affect the 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. period. From 7 to 
9 a.m. and 11:15 p.m. to midnight, 
the 50°; 
manager John B. Garfield said the 
rate increase was dictated by sub- 





Stantial increases in the population | 


ot Greater Clevelund and by the 


“cost of ddéing ‘Kusiness.”* 


have | 


the work 


learning | 
to adjust themselves to it much bet- | 


at home 


has | 


hike is effective. Sales | 


Sock Impact Seen 


_ Monroe’ s Missouri Post 


St. Louis. Dec. 5. 

James Monroe, KCMO, Kansas 
City, was elected president of the 
Missouri Assn. of Associated Press 
Broadcasters at the annual meeting 
held in Jefferson City last week. 

Monroe succeeds Bruce Barring- 
ton of KXOK, the St. Louis Star- 
Times station. 


Camel's ‘Diamond 


Buy for Fri. ABC 


Following the cancellation of 
“Richard Diamond, Private Detec- 
tive,” by Rexall on NBC, R. J. 
| Reynolds is negotiating to pick up 

the whodunit for the Friday, 
p.m., slot on ABC, 

Camel cigarets has been looking 
for a Hollywood star whose boxof- 
fice pull would be valuable in an 
AM-TV spread and has picked 
Powell. He’s already being fea- 
tured in a big newspaper and maga- 
zine campaign for the tobacco out- 

| fit. Move would require nixing or 
shifting of ‘‘Fat Man,” 
in the Friday night ABC mysterioso 
lineup. 


TONI DROPPING ‘GIVE’; 
SEEKING BOBBI SHOW 


Toni is dropping the Saturday 
afternoon “Give and Take” audi- 
ence participation show on CBS. 

However, the home permanent 
' company is retaining the 1:30 to 2 

p.m. time and is currently shop- 

ping around for a new show. Com- 
pany, in a budget re-allocation, 
| wants to put the advertising em- 
' phasis on its Bobbi product and 
feels that “Give and Take” has too 
| close an identification with Toni. 


‘Sally Benson Huddles 
| With ABC on ‘St. Louis’ 


With the expiration of the NBC 
option on the radio and TV ver- 
sions of “Meet Me In St. Louis,” 
Sally Benson arrived in New York, 
Monday (4), for discussions on a 
possible joint deal at ABC. 

She is preparing a sample script 
for.Barron Polan, who manages all 
| Benson properties for radio and 
in including “Junior Miss” now 








9) 








on the air in its fourth year 
Lever Bros. 





WIND Baseball Net Set 
To Roll for Fifth Year 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

WIND’'s Midwest Baseball Net- 
work is set to roll for the fifth 
year, with the pacting last week by 
Liggett & Myers to bankroll the 
complete Chi Cubs schedule. This 
is the second year L&M has picked 
‘up the web for Chesterfields. Bert 
Wilson handles the play-by-play 
for all the home and road games 
via direct wire. 

Chi indie’s “Operation Baseball” 
has grown from a_nine-station 
hookup in 1947 to 37 outlets last 
year. John Carey, WIND com- 
mercial manager, expects to line 


| up over 40 stations ‘for next season. , 


8 | 


currently | 


for | 


‘OPEN BUDGET FOR 
MIN. “REPORT 


CBS is about to embark on an 
ambitious one-hour weekly radio 
series, to be called “A Report to 
the Nation—With Ed Murrow,” 
which will, in effect, use the tech- 








| nique and have the force of the| 


' Murrow Columbia recording series, 
;“I Can Hear It Now.” It was con- 
| ceived by CBS board chairman 
| Witlam S. Paley, who has a 


| cally committed the web to an pl, 
budget, and marks the first regular | 
collaboration of the Murrow-Fred | 
Friendly production aegis since | 
Friendly joined the web a couple | 
| months back. 
| “Report” may go into the Friday 
night 9 to 10 period, starting nex 
week (15). Murrow will head up 
the commentary, backed by a full 
orchestra conducted by Alfredo 
Antonini, with an original musical 
score weekly by top composers. 
CBS will have tape recording crews 
in the field, with five recorders 
going day and night at the network 
for an exhaustive coverage of 
what’s happening in the world. 

It 
| ambitious public service program- 
ming ventures, on a regular weekly 
basis, since the days of World War 
II and the Munich crisis. It will 
cover every aspect of living, world 
and domestic, with UN, world af- 
fairs, public opinion, 
TY, 
for an up-to-the-minute presenta- 
tion of the world today. There will 


be weekly profiles of national 
figures (a la Time mag’s cover 


stories), etc. 


Gene King & Family Set 
Boston’s WCOP Going 





Boston, Dec. 5. 
Gene King, program manager of 
WCOP, Hub’s ABC outlet, is cur- 
-rently on an international kick in 
the Hub, what with the ECA’s “Or- 
chestras of the World” series 
starting up: a live International 





Quiz operation set to go in goop- | 


eration with the BBC; the trading 
of Thanksgiving greetings over 
/WCOP and the BBC between the 
moppets of Boston, England and 


the Hub, and his nine-year-old 
voungster, already a radio vet of 
two years. set to represent all 


American kids at Christmas time 
over the BBC. 


The music series of the ECA 
will run for 15 weeks and will be 
broadcast by WCOP and WCOP- 
FM at 2:30 p.m. each Sunday, with 
ET’s which have been made in 


Marshall Plan countries all over 


the world by leading symphony or- | 


chestras. The International Quiz, 
starting this month, also will be a 
live, shortwave affair between 
British and American colleges and 
universities, and in the Hub, B. U., 
B. C., Tufts, Wellesley, Brandeis, 
Simmons, Radcliffe and Wheaton 
have already nodded approval on 
their participation. King will play 
quizmaster on this side of the At- 
lantic, and Lionel Gamlin, ace 


(Continued on page 38) 





G. Richard Swift 


tells why 


The Honeymoon 


Is Over 


x * * 


an amusing editorial feature in 
the upcoming 
45th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











represents one of the most | 


side bars on | 
radio, sports, the theatre, etc., | 


On International Binge 








Musnik’s Crosley Pact 


Cincinnati, Dec. 5, 

Bernard Musnik has moved up as 
eastern sales manager of the Cros- 
ley Broadcasting Corp. by appoint- 
| ment of Harry Mason Smith, vee- 
| pee in charge of sales. 
| Musnik succeeds Warren Jen- 
| nings, who resigned to join ABC's 
|national spot sales staff. 


Await Ruling On 








, KMPC Separation’ 


Detroit, Dec. 5. 

First phase of the FCC hearing 
on news slanting charges against 
George A. Richards, 0 ner of 
KMPC, Los Angeles; WGAR, 
Cleveland and WJR, Detroit, was 
expected to end this week A 
newscaster was the only remaining 
witness scheduled to testify in the 
phase involving KMPC. 

Last week’s developments were 
highlighted by an FCC order from 
Washington denying a request for 
postponement of the Detroit and 
Cleveland phases. Both FCC at- 
,torneys and lawyers for Richards 
had requested the delay. 

FCC counsel, Benedict Cottone, 
indicated that he wouid appeal the 
decision. He said he needed the 
time to prepare a rebuttal. 

Richards’ attorneys requested 
that the case involving KMPC be 
|kept separate from the hearings 
| involving the two other stations. A 
|ruling on that motion is expected 
ithis week. 

FCC attorneys offered testimony 
to refute charges by Richards that 
FCC investigators suppressed evi- 
dence by permitting thousands of 
Radio Reports, Inc.—a monitoring 
firm in L.A.—disks to be resur- 
faced, thus destroying transcrip- 
‘tions of KMPC broadcasts. 
Cottone presented correspond- 
‘ence from the firm’s files to show 
that Richards’ attorneys were 
“well aware of this firm.” 

Mrs. Emily Timmons, manager of 
the L.A. 
broke into tears under sharp cross- 
‘examination by FCC attorneys. 
She had previously testified that 
FCC officials gave her permission 
to destroy records of newscasts of 
Richards’ station. 

Under Cottone’s unrelenting 
cross-examination, Mrs. Timmons 
stuck to her story. Cottone tried to 
show that the radio officials had 
previous knowledge of the exist- 
ence of the recordings. When Mrs. 
Timmons broke into sobs, the -hear- 
ing was adjourned. 

Mean vhile, Detroit's 
' Council passed a resolution urging 
the FCC to renew Richards’ radio 
license here “because of the out- 
standing public service he had 
rendered to the City of Detroit and 
the State of Michigan.” A copy of 
the resolution was sent to the FCC 
in Washington. 


‘CLOSED CIRCUIT’ MEET 
HYPOES LIBRARY SALES 


Maurice Mitchell, former head 
of Broadcast Advertising Bureau 
now v.p.-general manager for Asso- 
ciated Program Service, has 
launched an extensive program of 
sales aids for the transcription 
library. 

Unique 





“closed 
meeting, 


approach is a 
circuit’ monthly sales 
which will be released regularly 
on a 30-minute platter. Mitchell 
will spiel together with guests from 
various mercantile fields. Addi- 
tionally, the new APS topper plans 
a series of regional clinics at which 
subscriber stations will discuss new 
sales developments. techniques and 
commercial! potentials of the li- 
brary. Program 
tions and sponsor-promotion kits 

j wiK ‘be stepped up. 


branch of Radio Reports, | 


Common | 


sales presenta- | 


FCC to Renew WBAL License, Deny 
Pearson-Allen Bid, in Blue Book Case 


Washington, Dec. 5. 

i Finally acting on its long-stand- 
ing, celebrated Blue Book case, the 
FCC has proposed to renew the 
license of the 50kw Hearst ra- 
dio station in Baltimore, WBAL, 
and to deny the application of 
columnists, Drew Pearson and Rob- 
ert Allen, for the facilities VarIety 
learned today. 

It's understood the Commission 
| voted four to two and that Com- 
| missioner Robert Jones, whose ap- 
pointment to the Commission was 
|opposed before a Senate commit- 
tee by Pearson, did not participate 
|in the decision. It is expected that 
oral argument on the decision will 
be requested by Pearson and Allen 
before the final ruling is issued. 

The majority decision was be- 
lieved to be based on the conclu- 
sion that WBAL’s programming op- 
erations had so improved since the 
Blue Book was issued in March of 
1945, as to warrant renewal of li- 
cense. 

The majority was known to be 
partic impressed by a reduc- 
tion in commercialization of the 
schedule from 90° in 1946 to 
70% in 1947 and an increase in the 
station’s programming staff from 
about 25 to around 85. Develop- 
ment of new farm programs, a 
change in policy of selling time for 
religious programs to carrying such 
programs on a sustaining basis, and 
'establishment of a program advis- 
ory council also appare. tly influ- 
‘enced the decision. A further ele- 
ment in the proposal to renew the 
license, it was understood, was the 
belief that WBAL’s existing satis- 
factory programming operation is 
preferable to Pearson and Allen’s 
acceptable but unproven program 
commitments. 

WBAL’s application for renewal 
was designated for hearing by the 
Commission shortly after its Blue 
Book report, entitled “Public Serv- 
ice Responsibility of Broadcast Li- 
censees,” was issued. The report 
‘cited WBAL, among other stations, 


for over-commercialization, piling 
up of spot announcements, lack of 


public service programming, ne- 
glect of local programs, and sale of 
time for religious programms. 
Following the Commission’s ac- 
tion in holding up WBAL’s license, 
Pearson and Allen filed an applica- 
tion for the frequency (1,090 ke) 
in Baliimore. The Commission 
then consolidated the renewal and 
the Pearson-Allen applications and 
extensive hearings were held from 
November, 1947, to April, 1948, be- 
fore Cert Rosel Hyde. 


AL BLAND T0 WBBM 
AS PROGRAM DIRECTOR 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Al Bland, program director at 
KMOX, CBS owned and operated 
St. Louis station, is being brousht 
up to Chi to fill the program di- 
rector berth at WBBM, CBS Chi 
key. Bland takes over_Jan. 1 to 
fill the vacancy caused when for- 
mer WBBM program chief Al Mo- 
'rey was made program sales man- 
ager. 

Mark Russell of the WBBM pro- 
duction staff goes to St. Louis to 
fill the program berth at KMOX, 


WLIB Gets Curb Vs. ACA 
‘Secondary Picketing’ 


Suit for $100,000 filed by WLIB, 
N. Y., against the American Com- 
munications Assn. was heard last 
week by N. Y. S'tpreme Court Jus- 
tice Dennis Cohalan, who granted 
a temporary injunction stopping 
th: union from picketing WLIB’s 
sponsors. Case had been original- 
ly filed in the state court, then 
shifted to federal court, where it 
was later remanded back to the 
state bench. 
| Indie alleged that the union en- 
| gaged in a secondary boycott to de- 





| stroy the station's goodwill, ’ 
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(BS Inaugurates ‘Block Booking’ 


Of TV Guests 


BALTO EDUCN CLINIC’S 
2-WAY TV PICKUP 


Baltimore, Dec. 5. 
What’s believed to be the first 
use of a two-way remote pickup 


to Counter Famine 





With television producers hav-* 


ing already scraped bottom in 
their search for new guest stars, 
CBS is attempting to solve the 
problem through inauguration of a | 
“block-booking” system on_ to 
guest talent. Guest is pacted for 
a month’s round of the web’s va-| 
rious shows, which can include ra- 
dio as well as TV. While the pacts | 
are non-exclusive, CBS hopes to| 
be able to use each star often 
enough during the month so that 
he won't have time to appear on 
programs for competing webs. 

Film actress Janis Carter, for 
example, makes her video debut 
Dec. 14 on CBS’ “Starlight The- 
atre.” She’s slated to guest the 
following night on Morton Dow- 
ney’s “Star of the Family” and 
will later do guest stints on both 
the Ken Murray and Frank Sinatra 
video programs. Douglas. Fair- 
banks has been set to guest on the 
Jack Benny radio show from the 
Coast some time next month and 
then will head east for appear- 
ances with Murray and on Ed Sul- 
livan’s “Toast of the Town.” 

CBS execs believe the block- 
booking method will lure a num-| 
ber of new guest stars into TV. | 
Many film players who are now | 
freelancing and so are in a posi- 
tion to do video shows, often will 
not come east with only a single 
program in prospect, according to 
CBS. 3ut, if the web can offer 
them four or five shows during a 
month, the money involved will be 
sufficient to spur their trip east. | 
In addition, the web believes the | 
system will be advantageous to its | 
producers in providing a central | 
source from which they can draw | 
their guest talent. 

New method, too, is expected to | 
give CBS first crack at building a | 
package show around the stars | 
whom it uses. While they won’t | 
be working exclusively for CBS 
during their month’s booking, the | 
fact that they'll be so closely asso- | 
ciated with that web indicates that | 
if any of them show sufficient vi- | 
deo capabilities to warrant their 
having their own’ show, then 
they'll probably do business with 
CBS. 


East, Coast AFRA 
Split Over TVA 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Split between the eastern and 
Coast leadership of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists’ strate- 
gy supporting the Television Au- 
thority strike threat of last month 
is now being discussed by the 
union toppers. 

National board of AFRA voted, 
33-20, on Nov. 18 that members 
“be instructed not to cross TVA 
picket lines wherever they may 
be.” Of the negative votes, 18 
came from the Los Angeles local, 
whose board later wired a resolu- 
tion requesting a study of the 
move’s legality. Knox Manning, 
president of the local chapter, and 
Frank Nelson, vice-prez, are un- 
derstood to have made a previous, 
private promise to the networks 
that members would walk through 
picket lines. 

National executive secretary 
Frank Reel, in a letter to Claude 
McCue, Western Region director 
subsequently sent to all board 
members, said that the L. A. prop- 
osition “doesn’t make sense.” The 
L. A. position was that, because of 
the code between AFRA and the 
webs, members should be told to 
honor their individual contracts 
and commitments under the code. 

Reel declared that there was not 
at the time a code between AFRA 


(Continued on page 38) 


Andrews Sis, Ritz Bros., 
Raye May Sub for Berle 


The Andrews Sisters, Ritz Bros., 
and Martha Raye are being consid- 
ered for replacements for Milton 
Berle when comic takes two weeks 
vacation, Jan. 2 and 9, 

If either of the trios are signed, 
idea will be for a triple emcee. 
Should the Andrews sisters be se- 
lected, it would mark their first 
video date. William Morris Agency 
is submitting replacements to the 
Kudner agency which wil 

the final selection.‘ ''° ° 
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number of outlets. |pupils will answer from their 
Big array of tajent has been/classroom in a_ Balto school. 


‘adopted by the television industry | TV equipment. 
,and goes into effect Dec. 17. 


unit in educational television is to 
be employed at the second Educa- 


ABC's 2-Hour ‘Eve’ Show tors TV Clinic here next Wednes- 


ABC-TV is peddling a two-hour! day (13). In cooperation with 
New Year's Eve show, to be beamed | WBAL-TV, the delegates will view 
Sunday, Dec. 31, from 11:30 p. m.|a half-hour sixth grade geography 
to 1:30 a. m. Web, several weeks | lesson, in which the teacher will 
back, started lining up stations, | ask questions from the conference 


and has cleared time for a large | in the WBAL-TV studios and her 








for a bankroller. classes in as many schools will be 
tuned into the session via TV re- 
ceivers. 

Telecast will be aired on WBAL- 
TV from 10:30 to 11 a.m., under 








| will also utilize a horizontal wipe 
ito permit viewers to see both the 
teacher and pupils at the same 

Pattern which the Advertising | aired at 3:15 p.m. and E. Arthur 
Council set in radio for allocating | Hungerford of General Precision | 
public service messages is being | Laboratories will demonstarte new 


oa 

Ad Council Pattern 
| the direction of Mrs. Eleanora 
> * | Kane, radio-TV specialist for the 
On Public Servic Balto Dept. of Education. Show 
t d f | V ‘time. In other highlights of the 
Adop e or 'conference, a musical education 
| program on the ukelele will be 
Dr. J. Carety Tay- 
|lor, Balto’s assistant superintend- 
Already 23 sponsors, their agen- lent of public schools, will preside. 
cies and four networks—ABC-TV, 
CBS-TV, NBC-TV and DuMont— 
have agreed to share time on a) 


regularly scheduled basis, covering 
both commercial shows and sus- | 





Col Pix, DuMont’s 


tainers. Weekly programs agree to} 


‘Cant. Video Deal 


carry AC-approved pitches once 
every six weeks and cross-the-board 
airers will carry them once every 
three weeks. 

First project will be a concen- 


trated campaign on safe driving | ation between films and te 
holidays. | 
“Television is a flexible medium,” | 


during the Chrisfmas 
AV vice-chairman Lee Bristol 
(prez of Bristol-Myers) declared, 
“and the cooperating advertisers 
and networks stand ready to take 
on any emergency campaign which 
our .national leaders deem neces; 
sary for defense. This new weapon 
is now ready and we will respond 
quickly and spiritedly to marching 
orders.” 

By the end of January, Bristol 
said, 75 advertisers are expected 
to have been inked. Council doesn’t 
put out canned messages, but pro- 
vides fact-sheets from which pro- 
ducers plan their own public serv- 
ice plugs. 

Plan originally developed in 
World War II, when it was admin- 
istered by the Office of War In- 
formation and the War Advertis- 
ing Council ‘which has since be- 
come the Advertising Council). 

Sponsors already accepting the 
plan are: General Mills, General 
Foods, P&G_ Esso, Standard Oil of 
Indiana, General Electric, Borden’s, 
Liggett & Meyers, Gillette, Auto- 
Lite, Philip Morris, Lipton, Ford, 
American Tobacco, R. J. Reynolds, 
Texas Oil, Johnson’s Wax, Fire- 
stone, Bristol-Myers, Kraft, Schlitz, 
Household Finance and Miles Labs. 


CBS-TV STICKS WITH 
SAT. AFT. SPORTS 


With the college football season 
wrapped up, CBS has scheduled a 
series of other Saturday afternoon 
college sports to televise starting 
this week (9) and ending March 3. 
Lineup, which will include 10 home 
basketball games of Army or Navy, 
will be fed to the interconnected 
network and offered either to a 
single sponsor or sold on a co-op 
basis. 

Included in the package are two 
specially-filmed football shows, to 
be aired Dec. 23 and 30. First one 
is expected to feature highlights 
of the past season, while the sec- 
ond will concentrate on the teams 
playing in the Rose and Orange 
Bowls. Vin Scully has been set as 
narrator on the entire series, with 
Dr. Mal Stevens assisting him on 
the football films. Also scheduled 
is a boxing match between teams 
of Western Maryland and Army. 


Barker’s WDTV Exec Post 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 











1 make | erating 
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Peter Barker, veteran of 2 years’ 
experience in motion pictures, the- 
atre and teevee, has been named 
executiy? producer of WDTY., Pitts- 
burgh’s only television channel. 

Barker's appointment cam: si- 
multaneously with station’. going 
live after nearly two : ecrs of op- 

exclusively with cable 
shows and film. Hrae: 





Slowly-growing spirit of cooper- | 


ld 
| Columbia Pictures with the Du- 


| Mont network. Col is dickering to 
ifilm a cliff-hanger based on Du- 
Mont’s “Captain Video,” moppet 
+program which is owned and pack- | 
| aged by the web. 

If the deal goes through, indus- 
tryites look for it to spur several | 
|'more such pickups by film com- | 
| panies of characters created and 
| made popular through video. Film 
| toppers, even those who claim TV 
is not responsible for their dwin- 
dling grosses, have consistently 
maintained that they must attract 
juve audiences to build filmgoers 
for the future of the industry. And, | 
if it’s the Captain Videos, Howdy 
Doodys, etc., that keep the kids at | 
home, then the best way to lure 
them to the theatres is to put the | 
characters on film. 


Col, meanwhile, may be the sec- 





production of films grooved espe- | 
cially for TV. Col veepee Jack 
Cohn indicated the studio’s will-| 





recently asked one of the major ad 


bid on a film currently in produc- 
tion on the Coast for video beam- 
ing. Universal-International al- 
ready is in the TV field, but is pro- 
ducing spot commercials only. 

Col, which long frowned on 
radio and allowed few of its prop- 
erties to be broadcast, has been 
dipping heavily into TV. It success- 
fully used video trailers to exploit 
its “711 Ocean Drive’”’ film, leading 
prexy Harry Cohn to hail the 
“wedding of pictures and tele- 
vision.” Studio also has made 25 
teletrailers to plug its forthcom- 
ing “Born Yesterday.” 


Problem of Sacrilege 
On Overtime Prayers 
Proved Problem to CBS 


CBS last week was still trying 
to resolve the poser precipitated 
in the Frank Sinatra video show; 
to wit: Is it sacrilege to cut in on 
a rendition of the “Lord’s Prayer” 
when a show is running overtime 
and interferes with the opening 
commercial on the following pro- 
gram? 

The Columbia boys, taking the 
matter in their own hands, decided 
not to cut off the Sinatra rendi- 
tion recently, although show was 
running 20 seconds over. As result, 
the succeeding “Sing It Again” was 
late getting on. This, too, cued a 
problem, forthe “Sing” giveaway is 
a simulcast, which meant getting 
the AM version off on time but 
holding back on the start of the 
TV airer. —— 








agencies why Col wasn’t asked to | 


| into 


| are 
| (D., Mass.); Walter Reuther, prexy 


levision | Russell of the American Museum 
may be further cemented via a! of Natural History of New York; 
eal now being worked out by | Arthur Moehlman, 

philosophy of the U. of Iowa; Miss 
| Christine Gibson, noted linguist, 
| of Harvard; James MacAndrew, di- 


| Education station, 
| Robert Hudson, director of radio 
| for the U. of Illinois; and James 
| Marshall, New York educator. 


j 
| 


| ming. Bricker’s measure requires 
_ the Commission to report to Con- 


ond major film company to enter | 


| to show how television can capi- 
_talize on the great strides which 


ingness to get into TV when he, 


JACQUELINE SUSANN TO 


Philly Squawks on 


Service Situation: 


Industry Moves to Weed Phonies Out 





NBC-TV Soaper Rolls 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Norman Blackvurn, of NBC-TV, 


| is setting up kine of net’s first ven- 
| ture 


into daytime soap operas. 
Tagged “Miss Susan,” it stars Su- 
san Peters and follows pattern of 
radio matinee cliffhangers. 

Carl Bixby is scripting with Jim 
Jordan, Jr., directing. 





Move for Educ] 


Video Channels 


Gains Momentum 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
The campaign to set aside chan- 
nels for educational television goes 
high gear this week when 
members of Congress, representa- 
tives of labor and college presi- 
dents add their support to the 


| 
| |; movement at the current video al- 


location hearings before the FCC. 
Among those scheduled to testify 
Sen. Leverett Saltonstall 


of the United Auto Workers; Detter 
Bronk, prexy of Johns Hopkins; 
John Hanna, prexy of Michigan 


| State College, and John Wagner, 
| prexy of Rollins College. 


Others to appear include Charles 


professor of 


rector of the New York Board of 
WNYE (FM); 


In addition to Saltonstali, several 
more members of the Senate may 
go to bat for the educators, in- 
cluding Sen. John W. Bricker 
(R., Ohio), who introduced a joint 
resolution in Congress last week 
directing the commission to study 
the feasibility of allocating at least 
one TV channel in each state for 
non-profit educational program- 


gress with recommendations for 
legislation, if necessary, to achieve 
its objective. 

Through their witnesses this 
week, the educators are planning 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5, 

Squawks by television set own- 
ers stuck with worthless service 
policies have brought action by the 
Better Business Bureau, and a 
move within the industry itself to 
halt and weed out incompetent and 
unscrupulous operators. 

Complaints pyramided with the 
recent failure of a half dozen 
service and repair firms, and pro- , 
tests poured into the Better Busi- 
ness Bureau by the hundreds, 
swamping that agency. Hugh Smith, 
manager of the bureau, estimated 
more than 1,000 complaints had 
been received and that his staff was 
unable to cope with the situation. 

Smith stated the trouble is na- 
tion-wide in scope and that condi- 
tions here were no worse, and bet- 
ter in some cases, than in other 
cities. The BBB head has already 
conferred with representatives of 
the Philadelphia Radio Service- 
men’s Assn. and the Television 
Contractors Assn., as well as 
spokesmen for the manufacturers 
and distribs. He has also discussed 
remedies with banks and finance 
companies through whom most of 
the TV receivers are purchased. 

‘Disgraceful’ Situation 

Paul V. Forte, executive secre- 
tary of the Felevision Contractors 
'Assn., said his organization would 
|'welcome “a complete airing of the 
‘disgraceful situation.” Forte said 
that many of the so-called techni- 
|cians were not qualified and oper- 
late with nothing more than a tele- 
|phone number and a tool kit. “Be- 
| cause of these few, the industry has 
been given a black eye,” Forte de- 
clared. 

An inquiry wouid help the ethi- 
cal and reputable firms and will 
also help the public distinguish be- 
tween the legitimate outfits and the 
racketeers, Forte said. He charged 
that some distribs sell sets at cost 
and depend upon “kickback:”’ from 
the service contractors with whom 
they place the policy. 

Service operators working on the 
“kickback” principle suddenly find 
themselves in a spot where they 
have to lay out considerable sums 
of money and wind up forced to 
the wall. Forte said the number of 
“shaky” operators would have been 


(Continued on page 38) 


GM Deal Looms 


For Levenson 


Out of CBS and General Motors 
huddling this week may come a 











have been made in applying visual 
techniques to education. Specifi- 
cally, they plan to demonstrate po- 
tentialities in teaching of jan- 
guages, medicine, philosophy as 
well as in preserving and further- 
ing democratic concepts. 





FOLLOW FAYE EMERSON 


With ABC-TV inheriting the 
Pepsi-Cola-sponsored Faye Emer- 
son show, starting the first of the 
year, the network has also picked 
up a client for a companion show, 
Starring Jacqueline Susann, to fill 
out the 7 to 7:30 p.m. period on a 
three-times-a-week basis. 

Miss Emerson goes into the 7 to 
7:15 time, Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays. On the same days 
Miss Susann (playwright-wife of 
CBS producer Irving Mansfield) 
takes over the 7:15 to 7:30 niche, 
for an interview-type show, with 
Quest-Shon Mark Bra picking up 
the tab. (Miss Susann has made it 
a point that, because of her hus- 
band’s rival network connection, 


she “couldn’t get myself 
poy ng y arrested 





WANDA HENDRIX TV PIX 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Wanda Hendrix made her TV 
debut this week in “Rewrite For 
Love,” 30-minute show which went 
before the cameras at Jerry Fair- 
banks Productions for the “Bige- 
low Theatre” series. 

Other cast toppers appearing in 
the Virginia Mullen and William 
Alland original story are Gig 
Young and Chick Chandler. Frank 


deal for sponsorship of a half-hour 
TV stanza starring Sam Levenson, 
with Irving Mansfield as producer 
of the show. GM reportedly is 
interested on behalf of its Chevroe 
let car. 

Levenson, who has appeared fre- 
quently on CBS’ “This Is Show 
Business” as a guest, was given his 
own 15-minute show a_ couple 
months back, when he was slotted 
back-to-back with Jack Benny. 
However, the web wants to build 
it into a full-blown comedy-music 
production, with likelihood that it 
will go into the Saturday night 7 
to 7:30 time. 


A&C MAKING CHI TELE 
BOW TO AID BENEFIT 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Abbott & Costello will make 
their first tele appearance here 
Dec. 16 in a Chicago Boys Club 
benefit at the Studebaker theatre. 
In addition to the comedians, Jim- 
my Durante is also scheduled in, 
and Spike Jones will make a flying 
visit. Cast of “Kukla, Fran, and 
Ollie,” and the Dave Garroway 
show will also appear on the hour- 
and-half-long telecast from 10:30 
p.m. to midnight on WNBQ, with 
sister radio station, WMAQ, taking 
over the post-midnight chores. Idea 
was originated by orch leader Bill 
Snyder, who will fly in to back the 
show. 

Format will be similar to that of 
Milton Berle’s marathon for the 
cancer fund, with celebs and others 
taking over the phones for dona- 
tions. House will also be scaled 
rom $5 to $3.50. Chicago Herald- 
American is also tying in and will 
furnish cars to pick up phone dona- 











Woodruff is directing. 


tions, as will the sheriff's office.’ 
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RCA TUBE NARROWS TINT RACE 


TVA Rates on Dramatized Comm’ls | IMPROVE VE FIDELITY’ ‘Sing It’ Agency Up in (Under) Arms 
Put Sponsors, Agencies in Uproar OVER EARLY TEST ¢ As CBS Pipes in Rival Deodorant Plug 












































Bankrollers and their agencies+ | + The practice of piping in canned 
are aroused over dramatized com- Washington, Dec. 5. | commercials from points outside a 
mercial rates in the Television Au- Jack Carson ' RCA demonstrated further im- Red Barber studio where a show originates, and 
thority ny cin tee — for the provements in its color television ae = dress rehearsal, 
payment o ior each commer- after his TV debut laments sucte re ae Pies) in: oie discusses a} om or some vigorous 
cial insert on a 15-minute show. ~ yee mon —s phones pee i, thi as result of the recent 
if a performer or announcer does ia , » || cial showing for the press, with ob- | a 2 V nightmare” incident that practi- 
two commercials and two bill- Have I Got T1 oubles © servers generally agreeing that the A Neu Facet as t 7 induced ulcers aenense every 
boards on a stanza, his fee would difference between its color qual-| Sports Coverage ms 
be $240 for the broadcast and on «=~ eae ; 5 die z s Again. 

a cross-the-board show it would aty and that of CBS has been aaah on It was one of those things that 
amount to $720 weekly, the spon- siderably narrowed. networks, agencies, sponsors and 
sors stress. an amusing byline feature in In contrast with previous one of the many interesting oo yp agen rage wee 

TE . 9 > ° > ° ° ° { il — ? o 

Clients hi age on —— the upcoming demonstrations, pictures showed features in the upcoming mea achat “seg alge 
so that the work im ramathé Grnater sty ability -j ‘ te 

; greater fidelity, stability, bright- rival product, to boot 

ommercials would be paid on a 5 Ne »N ; seen! = . ee eer . 
ae program basis. They are mak- 15th Anniversary Number |' ness and texture. The improve-,| 49th Anniversary Number Incident occurred during the 
ing strong protests on the rule and of ment in the reds and blues was of gate gp vo ge ol ean 
> 9 : ; . » Whic emanates fr ‘BS’ 
may try to re for hg -. particularly outstanding. Some Diavhainen ie 3 = N.Y “The pid 
; , y with A. ay ‘ . 3, in N.Y. ’ 
. se P, oo Dieneliaees i VARIETY observers felt the colors lacked the VARIETY deodorant commercial, however, is 
said to be rallying the sponsors and warmth, sharpness and brilliance piped in by the agency—Sullivan, 
agencies to bombard NBC, which | of CBS tint. The face of Dr. E. W. Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles—from 


negotiated the deal solo with TVA | Engstrom, RCA veepee in charge the CBS Grand Central building 
during the Nov. 18-19 period when ar es red as he appeared on the screen emo to e S: stuciee. . 

the other chains broke off with for introductory remarks. Oc- e To the consternation of all, how- 
the union casionally, a greenish tinge ap- | ever, a filmed commercial extolling 


According to CBS and other web peared in the background fabric ‘6 | the virtues of the competing Stop- 
toppers, the per-insert provision I] 0 and at times there was a slight | 0 our as ette ses. deodorant (Arrid makes 
was unilaterally negotiated with haze. . a pom of cautioning people not te 
TVA in subsequent talks between For the first time, RCA showed us¢ oh spray method) was flashed 
NBC and the union in which col- a converted set in which the black ° 9 | om tm 6 8 video screens. There 
lateral working conditions were ii er er all and white tube was replaced by a OW Earl — hg to be done about it, 
hammered out. This, however, is tri-color tube and circuitry was; y ao. Se take more than the 

inhis, e\ ae ane , ig 0-second allotted commercial time 
denied by both NBC and TVA. An : changed. In addition, a compan- | ok ane a aoe 
NBC spokesman declared that the Hollywood, Dec. 5. ion, or “slave,” set which would be) Because of the “delayed action” na aa inating — — 
per-insert clause was in the pack- Coast TVA chairman Ken Car- on chete ee con- attending kinescoping of TV shows. I Seca cnr a a 
age which it made with the union, penter charged that the Screen ae peep ier “But Dr Cc. B with the kine versions of programs it will not only get a rebate, but 

. . Oo « ied , >. * . 4 ‘ ae . c ° . ° ° . A : 

ol ag po lg Fee a capuenaligheugnien - _ Jolliffe, executive veepee in not showing up on many local sta- pir writin a ee 
of the rough copy which was pre- ©USS with TV A reps his new _part- | charge of RCA labs, would give no | tion. until two or even three weeks refused to shell a the $150 ro 
yared for the other nets’ consid- "ership plan after studying it be-| estimates on costs of such appara-| after the live performance, network |. — : = cme A sere 
ps hind closed doors for a half-hour, tus in view of present unsettled volved for the dress rehearsal on 


rs a ng pea — at an SAG board meeting. New | conditions. producers have been alerted to do | the commercial. 

pee ~— Tues.), adding that the om plan differed on two major points The companion set was shown as_ their Christmas showings early, or mn ae by CBS and the 
eras ‘ 2S.1, & < > § a iginal ar ~hhj . ’ ‘ y al a vu ee % é 4 5 $ » >» ¢ 
ond NBC-TV A talks were only on (rom the original partnership plan | RCA’s answer to the FCC criticism , not at all. agency disclosed that someone had 


a : ,, | put a wrong film in the can during 
For example, CBS’ “Studio One” come shifting around at the Grand 


is doing its Christmas presentation, Central building. 
“Mary Lot” on Dec. 11. That's to 


which SAG also spurned. New that the system has no convert- | 
scheme does away with a joint ibility. It is, in effect, a separate. 
membership ruling and suggests set containing the essential com- 
mutual agreement betore a part- ponents and circuitry for color 


the chorus categories. 

TVA chief said that he was an- 
gered by other chains “trying to 
out the blame for allegedly onerous 7 a pads % 4 “ - 
pt Aor of the code on NBC.” nership is signed. Carpe nter pro which is wired to the black and- it prior to Christmas. That goes ‘ 
shapers _ natant Mat! te me : aad posed that each union would, under’ white set. Its color performance for New Year's-slanted programs as 

. — i Se porewrenee | the new membership setup, take was distinctly poorer than that of wel) “Mary Lou,” based on Mil- am Oars | e 
ah site A codon | its own issues to its own board and the converted set but the company | dred Cram’s short story, was adapt- 
| 


then to membership. If both contended that no converter can} eq to video by Catharine Turney, 


, : 8 @ 
’ @ agreed, they would move together, be built which can give 75° of the | the film scripter. 
if not each was free to move on performance of a color receiver. CBS last week issued the foliow- 10n on rl IX 
S ro i] its own, respecting each other's Brig. Gen. David Sarnoff, RCA ign directive: “As we approach the 


picket aa sth — board chairman, in answering | pojidays, bear in mind that refer- | Columbus, Dec. 5. 
Further, if either should come questions from the press, called | ence to Christmas, New Year's, etc.. Edward Lamb, fedio and TV 


s ° ° P 
up with a new pact, the dissenting | the demonstration “an evolution, a js undesirable on all programs that * 4 ; 
Deficit on Coast union would not be allowed to sign fulfillment of the promises we have bother “ eonsied vit VR (Televi. Station owner, today (Tucs.) asked 
another contract which would be made.” prod Recording) in sections of the the Justice Dept. to investigate 





permit the “Kine Circuit” to unveil 











| less favorable to performers on He declared that the absence of | / : : dnl ae P ; ae 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. fi aes Teer pina ¢ ‘country, one two or three weeks why his Erie, Pa., video station, 
ages and workin conditions. iete fi — cehane ae 
NBC will take a $60,000 out-of- | ae nter said TV ‘ should have |e frem the demonstra- | ister. WICU, was not permitted to tele- 
pocket loss for telecasting pro foot- .~“!Pen’e! S4 sien tion implied no “persynal feud” and 


ball games. Deficit would amount 4 voice in the vidfilm situation, | that an RCA representative had jeast fast Sunday's Cleveland 


; adding that “neither SAG nor, eypjained to Chairman Wayne Coy PD + : ’ Browns-Philadelphia Eagles foot- 
to $150,000 on charges for time, wy, ¢ ; ” 4 explained to Uni a a} 0} | a Eagles 
pickups and sodnallien crew. On IVA should dominate,” but thesps that commissioners were not in- Rights to Juvenile Jury | ball game. He also claimed that 





the guaranteed attendance ar- shouldn't go to sponsors, ABENCIES , vited beeause of litigation pending R | ased for Tele B his TV. station here, WTVN. and 
rangement, Admiral (radio and (Continued on page 38) bel a Chicago Federal ag sao AS eie y WSPD-TV, Toledo, also had been 
television set maker) took a red- ’ soon as the court issues its decision, . * : . 


“4 “discriminated against by the 

inking of $180,000. KNBH-NBC ® e N t p lem he ree wel 7 eee = WOR—But for Royalties canal Sin ok akeaek eee 
as irs “ef Se i ti l A T B.0 b aSKec © Ose bd © / ir - + , ; ~—p 99 a ‘re , aire “S$ j - 

h is irs refusal - possible itle Ir ime 0 ro If the Commission sees the im- Juvenile Jury, currently aired i hion. on “= 

playotY game in the Coliseum Dee. Lamb released copies of letter 


“ ‘ote : ~ ‘oveme -egardless of the out- on MBS, has been released by a . 
17, but isn’t interested in the Bl 0 T | sts provement, regardless of t er , * he had written to Attorney Gen- 
$150.000 asking price by Los An- acking ut e eca come ot the litigation, and still WOR, Mutual's Gotham out iet, tor eral zx Howard McGrath register- 


ome See Caley Se See | Of Basketball in Phill thinks RC . color is rf better — a televersion on other networks as ing a “formal complaint” with the 

Reeves said if KNBH bypassed y it = = Only = — - sd part of a settlement of a three- devartment’s Anti-Trust Division. 
the tilt, it wouldn't be telecast at Philadelphia, Dec. 5. CBS system, Gen. Sarnotl -—— a ie ll vee : wseein aver title out “We are anxious,” Lamb wrote, 
all. Playoff game would be made advantages of compatibility, screen Ye« g g 


Lack of available air time will *. oth cinaiadnniie centile ership. that your department investigate 
‘size and all-electronic operation ! 


ssible if » Chicago Bears de- ‘ me. 8 aided . Don wt cs » circ stances surr ing 

Feat the Detroit poy ee Sunday again black out telecasts “ tell (Continued on page 38) FR ok Pg Mogg agp wor te ‘of the National, Football 
(10', thus tieing with the Rams. fessional basketball in this city. the title today (Wed. and will Federation, the Cleveland Browns 
Sunday's Rams-Packers tilt was the pete Tyrrell, ‘general manager of ‘shortly start peddling a kinescope football team and ABC, acting in 
prea ‘shee a exceeded the 1. Warriors, Philadelphia club [ATSE WINS HIKES audition of “Jury.” Barry-Enright alae wae OWICU. Eule. Ps “i 
ee eee in the National Basketball Assn., ANDS will pay royalties to MW patie res right of ‘telosecting’” the Aint 
said the club wants the games tele- FOR 600 STAGEH rd — to $25,000 in a two- Lamb sald the station had a con- 
WASHINGTON PASSES vised but the stations couldn't give International Alliance of Thea- — Dispute stemmed from the fact tract with ABC as agent for Sun 


ARK IN SETS them the time. trical Stage ne ee he — pone that Barry and Enright were on ee terest peel eee 
200,000 MA vest The Warriors play here Tuesday Wwase hikes fot ber a “4 a, WOR's payroll W hen thes came up of National Foothell passive pene 
=e . («8 and Thursday nights, and the penters, property men anc ezec with the idea. W hile the station Paul fr - — wage. ant 

Washington, Dec. 5. t! “ee local stations are heavily cians employed by the four video gqdjdn't contest their right to the Paul Brown, coach of Browns, 
Washington has passed the 200,- pode hoe nt aii nights with Webs and WPIX and WOR-TY. show, it said it owned the title prevailed uvon ABC to refuse 
000 mark in TV set circulation. pocroaeet ‘ sind In 1947 and ’48 N. Y. in its Local 1. Settlement WOR will hold on to other sub- telecast rights to WICU.” Lamb 
sales last month reaching a new, network shows. ay telecast. Was reached Friday after long ne- sjdiary rights until the present ra- said they gave as their reason that 











record of 17,250 and bringing the the team ‘eins Gs 2 ene over gotiations. dio contract expires in December. 4 Special train was to carry Erie 
Dec. 1 official estimate of the ee ae Seeaiel deal. which Terms, retroactive to Sept. 4. 1951. after which time the AM residents to the game and that 
Washington Television Circulation 4 gt of he ional court cover a two-year period and give airer could be shifted to anothe1 telecast might hurt ticket sales for 
Committee to 205,835 sets for the vote ensing fulltime stagehands an 812° in- web. CXCUFSION. 
metropolitan area. . h crease over their previous weekly General Foods, which bankrol!ls 

November sales figures turned Tyrrell left the door open wit ni : ; 


“UTD? , f $104.36. New category the AM edition, will get first crack e e 
oa com in Chou he statement: “We'll be happy to. Minimum 0 ; : ves 
_ to bea big pe tan ser © ot the games televised and work of head stagehands will get an at the televersion. Outfit backed Philco Changes Mind, 
ie — yer Wee ers up a deal with any station that additional $5 hike. Extra stage- it on a 16-week trial run on video 
er anc ctober whe 


d to e mark oa d e ‘ % i le F 5 ag B-E outfit ick > h 2 

fi “lr oO} > h a sponsor and air hands get a 3° tilt. : a coup-e of years ago. Si 

cone t ve Benen = oo a aon? yp Pa of televi rision oun the Union's demand for a pension was willing to pay for the title and i 4S it J fi oy | 
C manuia rers cise a) tt 


: or into the sub-| plan is in abeyance temporarily. |! TV rights now because similar kid- Philco has reversed its decision 
Which took effect Nov. 1. It is ee ae ae the War- If it’s agreeable to legalites on both panel programs are making the to drop half of the Don McNeill 
likely that intensive selling wl ned nixed TV and had an attend- sides, a checkoff system may be rounds. “Jury” producers have television show on ABC-TV, and 
—_ pret — coe goon Ay yon ance low. This year, the local set up to deduct individual work- warned nets that if they screen a has renewed the full hour. 
najor dealers offered se ' 


- : ’ ’ 4 . i . tanys ta se ‘ingin heir Manufacturer also backs a Seg. 

’ aa ‘e leading the eastern ers’ contributions to the plan, but stanza allegedly infringing ont ; eg 
free of the new tax, and fear of ee ae aie . figured to the managements will not con- property, legal action will be ment of the McNeill “Breakfast 
a ee " | tribute. ve taken. Wy ,Club” on ABC's radio. web, , 
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Pre-Testing’ a Legiter 


“Ford Television Theatre” Friday (1) ventured something new 
in video dramatics by “pre-testing” a new play by Zoe Akins called 
“Another Darling.” (Aldrich & Myers have an option on the legit 
property.) As produced by Garth Montgomery and directed by 
Franklin Schaffner, the video adaptation, by Nancy Moore, hewed 
closely to a “legit pattern” presentation of a one-setter (living 
room). As far as the viewer was concerned, the cameras might 
just as well have been lifting it bodily from the stage. 

Judged even on the less exacting standards of TV, Miss Akins’ 
new play is no great shakes in dramaturgy. In writing about a 
Cleveland teenager who has all of the attributes of the original 
Eve, she is neither scintillating nor believable. The dialog is 
rather pitiful and the situation strains credulity. Actually, “An- 
other Darling” is a flimsy, if not worthless, item, suggesting more 
the creation of an immature playwright or scripter, rather than the 
author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning “The Old Maid” of a genera- 
tion ago. The attempts at comedy were woeful and the characters 
one-dimensional stereotypes following a prescribed formula. 

Pat Crowley, as the girl who wishes herself uninvited upon a 
distant relative and immediately proceeds to capture every male in 
sight by lavish flattery and argyle socks, had a thankless role, yet 
gave promise of a charming performer. Barbara Robbins and 
Grant Gordon as her harassed relatives were stiff in their trite 


roles. Rose 
JACK EIGEN SHOW 
Director: Bill Seaman 
Producer: Philip Lane 
15 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
ANSONIA SHOES 
Du Mont, from N. Y, 

(Lane) 

This is a lightweight program- 
ming idea. Not only have the 
usual trappings been cut away, but 
some of the essentials have been | the living-room wranglers, gal- 
trimmed in this airer. Session | loped in on his horse Topaz Sun- 
presents little beyond disk jockey | day (3) for a lively 15 minutes on 
Jack Eigen (without disks) with a| the ranch. Ranger Joe (Jesse 
telephone as the main production | Rogers, local hillbilly singer) de- 
prop. If this goes over as TV/| livers Western tunes with the aid 
entertainment, then video has | of his recording group, the Silver 
solved its central problem of pro-| Saddle Boys. Rogers demonstrates 
gram costs. how to make a lariat, narrates 

Even as a -late evening stint,| the story of “Bad Bill” (on film) 

rogram offers too little, particu- | and feeds Topaz and his cowpokes 
arly in view of the fact that it’s | “Ranger Joe” breakfast food. Com- 
not a sustainer. Format, or lack | mercials are easily tied in with 
of one, has Eigen tossing out aj|the camera doings, since the hero 
few gossip items at the outset,| and the product have the same 
answering calls from his fans and | label. Cereal plugs are certain to 
introducing some show business | impress moppets, which will auto- 
guests. Eigen’s gossip news is not® matically make it a must on 
oe oe peg Ey aioe mama’g shopping list. 
lons are routine, and his guests,/ Each week brings a guest cow- 
at least on the preem, are not top-| boy to demonstrate Boe that 
ranking. It's to Eigen’s credit, | distinguish the Wild West. Opener 
however, that he can parlay these | had some very fancy rope-twirling 
minuscule factors, plus some plugs | by Jimmy Breslin, who not only 
for the bankroller, into a tolerable | performed difficult tricks but ex- 
quarter-hour for the casual dialer. | plained them for the benefit of 

On the teeoff stanza (29), Eigen| young viewers. Rogers sang a 
conducted a perfunctory interview | couple of characteristic lilts, and 
with a chorine, Seri, from Billy| also caroled the commercials 
Rose's Diamond Horseshoe and | Rogers, who left a hospital bed. 
chatted briefly with Mary Beth| where’ he is being treated for 


Hughes, whom he introduced ulcers seemed noticeabl 
peat’ hee Po s, y short of 
Ei “ wae film star.” | breath on the opener. He plays 
Bill S <e entally, referred to | the guitar, and the Silver Saddle 
ut Snyder as currently head-| Ranch boys backing includes vio- 
Jining at the Paramount when the | }; ; 
vy Reon ’ € ‘lin, bass and accordion. Produc- 
the be _ 4 me in fact wound up| tion values were elementary, back- 
e day before. This generally | ground representing a corral fence. 


may be a trivial error, but in|s i f 
Eigen’s fromework, it’s an im-| ry bth ea Leica "oa 


portant detail. Herm. 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 

With Ulmer Turner 

Director: Phil Bondelli 

15 Mins.; Tues.-Wed.-Thurs.; 10:15 | 


p.m. | 
CONSOLIDATED CHEMICALS | WBZ-TV, Boston 
WBKB, Chicago 








RANGER JOE 

With Jesse Rogers, Silver Saddle 

| Ranch Boys, guests 

| Producer: Thomas G. Brennan 

| Director: Jack Hirst 

| 15 Mins., Sun., 12 noon 

| RANGER JOE 

| WFIL-TV, from Philadelphia 
(Lamb & Keen) 

“Ranger Joe,” newest hero for 











’GANSETT TIME 

With Frank Petty Trio 
Producer: Lawrence Baker 
15 Mins.; Fri., 6:45 p.m. 


Another in WBZ-TV’s program- 
(Ruthrauff & Ryan) /ming of local shows is this 15- 


Ulmer Turner, a competent Minute segment of instrumental 
newscaster, works against preat ‘music and vocalizing by the Hub’s 
odds in this commercial - laden | W-k. Frank Petty Trio. Boys, who 


news show. Asid he gen- are rapidly grabbing themselves a 
eral question 7 . oo } solid national rep via their MGM 
mercial content a program dealing recordings, have long been a fix- 
with news—especially war news— ture at the Showbar, popular Hub 
can bear, there’s the more imme-| bistro, and accordingly have netted 
diate one of how much the viewer @ Solid following in this area. It 


will tolerate. Client and agency 


‘disappoint, giving out with a bright 


ing-wise if the ontinue the 
s ay | musical interlude. 


heavy-handed impact evidenced on 
the segment caught (21). Besides 
minute opening and closing plugs,| Frank Petty, neatly handling the 


quarter-hour show was interpersed vocal solos while plunking the gul- | good, with one camera following | symbole and teres. 
| Leafer all over the set when he’s | 
E /on the move. 
Boys mix up routines | 


with three pitches of same length. tar, is solidly backed by pianist 
Gabber managed to squeeze in a| Mike DiNapoli and bassist Joe 
Jot of news in the remaining time. Perella. 
Emphasis was on local happenings, nicely interspersing Petty’s solos 
using pix supplied by Sun-Times. | with ensemble singing and some 
Commentary portion was devoted fine ’88ing by DiNapoli, On show 
to a surprisingly candid discussion caught, latter got several solo spots, 
of the effects on tele production among them “Petite Waltz,” with 
resulting fram the recent cobalt camera shots pointing up guy’s 
restriction order. sock agility on the keybodard. Boys 
Except for use of the few stills, ctick mostly to standards and old- 
no production was used. Because jeg such as “When My Dream 
of the necessity of hifting the sev- 
eral cues, Turner read most of his 
stories with only an_ occasional 
glance at the camera. General ef- 
fect was dull and choppy. Deve. 


Love” and 
with guest star, Pat Colleen, thrush 
currently appearing at the Show- 
bar, vocalizing ‘“‘Bushel and a 
Peck.” 

Camera action was not too imag- 
inative, mostly longshots of the trio 


Horwin, Liebman Set For or closeups of soloists, while com- 
RWG Dise ° Sk | mercials were off the beam with 
ussion e | film hazy and content strictly ordi- 
Jerry Horwin, CBS story exec, | 4*Y- staan 

will speak on CBS-TV script needs, 
and Max Liebman, producer of 
NBC-TV’s “Your Show of Shows,” 
will discuss comedy skits for video, 
at a special meeting of the Radio 
Writers Guild at Holland House, 
N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.). He replaces Fred S. Heywood, who 


Session is for RWG members| was recently promoted to TV 
nly. production manager. 








Baltimore—Car] B. Skytte, for- 
oe. ub relations chief for the 
Rusteless Iron be Steel —— — 
has been nam promo - 
ager for WBAL and WBAL-TV. 





|}ser and Mitchell 


NARRAGANSETT BREWING CO. | 


was only natural that a TV shot | 
seem to be asking for trouble rat-, Would follow and the *oys don’t | 


It’s a_ strictly musical stanza. | 


‘Comes True,” “I’m in Mood for | 
“Bless Your Heart,” | 


NATIONAL FARM & HOME 
HOUR 


With Everett Mitchell, Paul Visser, 
Ken Gapen, H. H. Kildee, Max 
Cullen, Helen Shepard 

Producer-director: Don Meier 

60 Mins.; Tues. (28), 2 p.m, 

ALLIS CHALMERS 

NBC-TV, from Chicago 

(Gittins ) 
Allis Chalmers, 


the International Live 
position. Hour-long show, cli- 
maxed with the crowning of the 
igrand champion beef animal, was 
'a smoothly-handled, well-rounded 
{production that held a great deal 
of interest for both the urban and 
‘rural viewer, Web and farm equip- 
{ment sponsor hit a high level of 
public service with the venture. 

| Show was a two-ply stint, with 
portions coming direct from the 
'Exposition and others from the 
Chi NBC studios. Paul Visser, 
|NBC farm chief, and Dean H. H. 
'Kildee of Ohio State, shared the 
mike at the Amphitheatre. Everett 
Mitchell, host of regular AM ver- 
‘sion of the “National Farm and 
'Home Hour,” emceed proceedings 
at the studio. 


Highlight of the session was the 
selection of the grand champion 
steer, with Dean Kilbee explaining 
how the judge picks the winner. 
| Well-placed cameras” effectively 
‘captured much of the excitement 
| attending the climax of the World 
iSeries of American agriculture. 

Studio segments included dem- 
onstration by 4-H club winners, 





| and an informative display of meat | 
‘selection and preparation by Max | 


‘Cullen and Helen Shepard of the 
| National Live Stock Meat Board. 
|Latter invested the show with 
|'more than academic interest for 
'the housewife audience. Also of 
linterest to the homemaker was a 
‘film, narrated by Ken Gapen 0 
ithe U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, 
'showing activities of the depart- 
i'ment’s meat inspectors. 

| Adroit use of film was evidenced 
in other parts of the show, with 
clips of previous Exposition con- 
‘tests woven in to give a fairly 
‘complete run-down of the week- 
‘long event. 
| Numerous switches from film 
| and live studio to the South Side 
i stock show were expertly done, 


for the third. 
year, picked up the tab for NBC’s | 
telecast (28) of the highlights of | 


Stock Ex-' cjass A time must inevitably stand | 


YOUR PROBLEM PANEL 
With Dr. George Crane, 
Goldman, Rev. Ken Hildebrand, 
Tommy Bartlett, Eleanor Engel, 


Sarnoff, Tony Parrish, 
Christians, Patti Wilkus 
Director: Ernest Feikas 
Producer-writer: Jules Pewowar 
45 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
KOMISS CO. 
WGN-TV, Chicago 


Local nighttime shows slotted in 





comparison with network offer- 
ings. All too frequently the local 
segments unsuccessfully attempt 
to carbon the big-budgeted web 
formats. Occasionally, however, 
a local packager comes up with a 
program idea distinctive enough 
for strong appeal in the evening 
audience sweepstakes and close to 
network calibre in its treatment. 
Such a packaze is Herbert S. Lauf- 
man’s “Your Problem Panel.” 


Show is built around typical 
human relation problems_ which 
are presented to a panel of experts 
in the field for discussion and ad- 
vice. Although cases are tailored 
to real life situations, roles of the 
troubled individuals are played by 
professional thespers, which avoids 
undue mawkishness and makes for 
a smoother presentation. Panel is 
headed by psychologist Dr. George 
W. Crane, assisted by guest ex- 
perts and a lay panelist. An idea 
that might be overly hokey and 
even dangerous in less capable 
hands, is given an adult, intel- 
ligent treatment, which results in 


Three cases were presented on 
frame seen (27). Besides Dr. 


REMEMBER THIS DATE 


Ruth | With Bill Stern, Mary Denny, Jet 


MacDonald; Murray 


Ross, 
ganist 


or- 


Dick Jordan, Sam Siegel, Bill | Producer: Hal Fimberg 
Jean Director: Don Hillmann 


| Writer: Ray Kimball 


| 30 Mins.; Tues.-Thurs.; 3:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 


| WNBT, New York 


“Remember This Date, a modi- 
fied quiz program, would be excel- 
lent for AM, where it belongs. On 


television, however, it evokes at 
best mild interest. 
Show uses the date it’s pro- 


grammed on as the basis for ques- 
tions asked of studio contestants. 
For example, on show caught (30) 
contestants had to identify Win- 
ston Churchill, whose birthday it 
was; the water crisis in New York 
of a year ago; the first transmittal 
across the Atlantic of a wirephoto, 
and J. Parnell Thomas’ plea of 
guilty of fraud, which took place 


,on Nov. 30. 


interesting and constructive fare. | 


Crane, the panel was made up of | 
Mrs. Ruth Goldman, deputy com-,| 
missioner of Public Welfare, Rev. 


/Kenneth Hildebrand, pastor of Chi 
Central Church, and radio-1'V em- 
|cee Tommy Bartlett as the lay 
| member. 


‘by a man and wife, was based on 


First problem, presented | 


hubby’s penchant for spending his | 
‘evenings pub-crawling rather than | 


at home with his family. Second 
case was a father-and-son situa- 
tion, having to do with the son’s 
decision to drop out of law school 
to get married. Final problem 


‘evolved around a daughter who 


| with only one slight mike miscue. | 


| Producer-director Don Meier, Vis- 
did themselves 


| proud with their years biggest as- 
| signment. Dave. 
LEAVE IT TO LEAFER. 


With Woocge Leafer : 
Producer-Director: Irwin F. Poche, 





PS 
30 mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 3 p. m. 
Sustaining 
*WDSU-TV, New Orleans 


noon lull spot in the WDSU-TV 
schedule, “Leave It To Leafer,’ 
featuring Woodie Leafer, staff 
announcer, stacks up as pleasing 
fare. It’s light and breezy with 
informal chit chat, interviews with 
visiting personalities. of show biz, 
civic leaders, housewives, studio 
visitors and others, and recorded 
music. 
Leafer also takes televiewers 
behind the scenes of video, mov- 
ing about the huge WDSU-TV 





| 


‘carefully played down. 


| cation. 


felt she’d outgrown the simple 
homelife of her immigrant parents. 


| accompaniment and 


To add interest, studio con- 
testants are screened beforehand, 
then asked which date is most 
memorable to them. Contestants, 
including a refugee, an archaelo- 
gist, a former vaudevillian and a 
housewife, related some _ interest- 
ing experiences. 

However, the program held little 
visual interest. An attempt was 
made to make the clues visual to 
some extent. Jet MacDonald, for 
example, sang a couple of songs 
which served as clues to some of 


the questions. And a couple of 
silhouettes were flashed on a 
screen. But these were rather ob- 


vious and lent little interest to the 
segment. 

Bill Stern handled the show 
capably, assisted by Mary Denny. 
Stern tended to overdramatize his 
narrative questions, and constantly 
interrupted contestants to summa- 
rize what they had said. But on the 
whole, his emceeing was authorita- 
tive and smooth. Miss MacDonald 
did an okay job on the songs, and 
Murray Davis’ organ was good in 
lent a touch 
of drama to the narrations. 

Chan. 


INTERNATIONAL CHEF 


Problems were believably pre-| With Maj. George Haig, Madelon, 


sented by the pro actors and ac- 
tresses, with soap opera overtones 
Device 
‘makes for goed audience identifi- 


tive counseling of the panel that 


| gave the show its plus values. No 


‘pat solutions were offered; just | 
i sound 
| modern psychology. 
| 


well-grounded in 


Dave. 


advice 





( 


|'GUESS OR KNOW 


New series slotted in an after-| With Mrs. Harold S. Faust 


Producer: Dr. — S. Faust 
30 Mins., Sun., 2 p.m. 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
WCAU-TV, Philadelphia aes 
“Guess or Know,’ a religious 
quiz program with teenage partic- 
ipants, said te be one of the first 
of its kind on video, preemed Sun- 





| 


} 


day (3) on WCAU-TV. Although 
it is strictly religious in content, 
the program maintains _a_ nice 
degree of affability and informa- 


| studio and its sets, showing camer-| lity. This is due to Mrs. Harold 
/amen, prop men and others at|S,. Faust, wife of the producer and 


them a la Garroway. 


work, and stopping to chat with | a graduate of Temple’s TV Work- 


shop. Pleasant and never dog- 


| Set for the show is section of; matic, Mrs. Faust kept the young- 


studio under stairs leading 


stars. Props include a_ battered 
easy chair, from which he reads 


' news and fan mail, and interviews 


uests. 


Liuz. 


COCKTAILS IN FASHION 

With Elaine Drooz, others 

Producer: Bob Stone 

15 Mins.; Sat., 5:45 p.m. 

MADY’S 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady } 
First program in a new series of 

fashion shows, sponsored by an Al- 

bany and Schenectady women's 

store, moved with a reasonably sat- 

‘isfactory degree of smoothness and 

| jmagination. Four models 

played an attractive line of dresses, 


setting. 
done fashion commentaries tn Al- 
bany stores and theatres, handled 


initial occasion. 

Miss Drooz, director of women’s 
programs at WROW, did the com- 
mentary almost flawlessly. Close- 
ups flattered her. The models 
weren't completely at ease in spots. 
Commercial copy was in good taste. 

Feature is advantageously spot- 
ted before an hour Godfrey kine- 
scoper. Women will like the pro- 
gram, the second of type to be tele- 
cast here. Jaco. 





that assignment on television for | 


to sters 
control room. Here are pasted | seemed very familiar with the 
maps, zany signs, photos of film | questions. 


! 
| 


at ease, most of whom 


ueried the contestants. 
four youngsters an- 


which she 
A team oO 


It’s mostly ad lib, but it’s relax-| cwered questions on Old and New 
| ing. Camera work and lighting are 


But it was the authoriza- | 





Mason, guests 
Producer-director: Si Merrill 
30 Mins., Mon. and Fri., 11:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-TV, N. Y. 

Another morning TV _ cooking 
show, “International Chef” ovlays 
up economical dishes with a for- 


heign flavor. Show should find favor 


with housewives interested in pick- 
ing up new recipes. Handling the 
chef assignment is Maj. George 
Haig, a likeable personality, whose 
only fault is a tendency to overuse 
the term “you know” after making 
a statement. Assisting the major 
as hostess is Madelon Mason, 
whose chief purpose obviously is 
to look good before the cameras. 
Gal also helps point up significant 
portions of the major’s commen- 
tary when he’s preparing various 
dishes. > 

Food purveyors are brought on 
as guests on each show, with Dick 
Salisian, manager of N. Y.’s Golden 
Horn restaurant, holding down 
that assignment a week ago Mon- 
day (27). On Friday’s (1) show the 
guest was Claire Brown, home 
economist for I. Rokeach & Sons, 
Both guests provided interesting 
chitchat sessions. The former 


.,.,.| noted the preferred dishes of cer- 
Mrs. Faust displayed, exhibits | tain celebrities who frequent his 
| from museums and churches, about 


| 
| 
| 


eatery, while the latter gave a 
brief account of how her company 
acquires recipes that individual 
families have passed down through 


Testament lore, various religious | centuries. 


Biblical geography were presented 
with the aid of a map, on which 


Queries on 


| 


In addition to offering cooking 
tips, Major Haig, when preparing 
a foreign food, also gives the his- 


'a bulb lighted when the correct | tory of its origin. Prizes are also 


! 
| 


spot was located. A 


| home audience (the latter, by mail) 


| 
! 
! 
i 
' 
' 
| 
' 


dis- | 


asked to guess the answer for 
prizes (dolls fashioned from Old 
Testament characters). 

Program has broad scope and 
aims at good relationship among 
all religions. The exhibits rep- 


‘with both studio entrants and the | 


} 


resented an interesting range of, 


historical lore, which had refer- 


'ence not only to the world’s past 


in a nicely decorated cocktail room | 
Elaine Drooz, who has'| 


but to Philadephia’s. Among the 
items shown were the _ world’s 
smallest Bible, one of the smallest 
Hebrew scrolls extant, original 
Indian-treaty papers, the chains 
used to rope off streets a century 
ago when services were being 
conducted, a painting of Moses 
and symbols of the Christmas sea- 
son. Informative and evenly paced, 
the half-hour session ranks well 
in the class of educational enter- 
tainment. Isabel Redman, who 
directs the network TV program 
“Lamp Unto My Feet,” assisted 





in the initial planning. 
Gagh. 


} 





“Mystery | given for correct answers to a 
|Hymn” was played on the piano, | question 


asked on the Friday 


shows. Gros. 


MEMORY LANE 

With Ted Beebe, Howard Reig 

15 Mins.; Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 

ROTHBARD UPHOLSTERERS 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(Goldman, Walter & Kanna) 

Sponsor changed format of this 
presentation from a musical show 
to a viewer-participation quiz. Ted 
Beebe, last featured on a family 
serial, is emcee. Seated in a com- 
fortable chair at a table, he reads” 
—from a book of reminiscences— 
highlights of a specific year and 
then asks a telephoned question of 
a chosen contestant. Super-imposi- 
tion shows tbe year, through a 
floating cloud effect. 

Viewers are asked to send names 
and phone numbers. Program 
might have stronger nee tf more 
contestants could participate. How- 
ard Reig adequately handles the 
advertising on this modest budg- 
eter. Jaco. 



































34 TELEVISION REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, December 6, 1950 
SURVIVAL UNDER ATOMIC 
ATTACK ° 
with aes. Robert Burdon, Guthrie | Color TV Review 
Tele Followup Comment es 
thur E. Kimberiing; Pete French, | 
narrator; Ray Shelton, announcer , RCA COLOR REVIEW 
POooeooe 


Eddie Cantor's stint Sunday (3) 
on “Colgate Comedy Hour” stole 
a march for NBC-TV in getting 
the Christmas spirit into TV three 
weeks ahead of time, with a good 
payoff in entertainment values. 
Cantor kicked off the stanza with 


a tune that had_ special holidays 
lvrics and neat backing by the 
chorus. Comedian kept the show 


moving with a fast pace and 
clicked with his ‘Maxie the Taxi 
turn. although it wasn’t one ot his 
best In it he was abetted by) 
Dick Van Patten and Jack Albert- 
Sol 

added to the 
whimsiealities, socking over her 
lament of the girl who cant get 
a guy, in which she guotes sup- 
posed Bureau of Statistics figures 
on the large surplus of manhunt-! 
ing dames. She also joined Cantor 
in a fairly amusing sketch in which 
they played a nearsighted couple. 


Connie Sawyer 





rector James McNaughton didn’t 


have to worry about the usual de- , 


signs, his stark settings and black 
background added to the illusion. 

Arnold toned down his stand- 
ard bombasity to give an effective 
portrayal of the “stage manager” 
and narrator. Elizabeth Patterson 


and Don McKee, as the Webbs, 
and Charles Dingle and Dorothy 
Peterson, as the Gibbs. were ex- 


cellent. Betty Caulfield, the chief 
protagonist next to Arnold as the 
voung daughter, scored with one of 
her best video jobs to date and 
Biff McGuire showed unsuspected 
talents as her childhood sweet- 
heart. Supporting cast was good, 
and the show carried the usual top 
production mountings usually as- 
sociated with this series. 


Announcer got in a short plug 
for Sol Lesser’s “Tarzan” film 


series, apparently in return for the 
series getting kinescope rights to 
the property, to which, Lesser owns 


The skit. in which each partner ¢, x. < tama: ggrctone hop 
blunders blindly around the room, film rights. Plug was probably a 
v nicely handled, although it Recessity and was tossed in after 
wat overlong. It’s a familiar turn the first act intermission commer- 

a ee , agree Ere) cial, but was still out of place. 
and was done (with variations, ol Ribs Mker Ghthmedtelate be a] 
course’ only a couple of months ° Z beer commercials, as usual, 


back by Jack Haley and Betty and 


Jane Kean. 

Les Zoris were effective in their 
adagio in which the gal, dressed. as 
a leopard. aitacks and fights her 
male partner. The Amadis acro 
troupe was nicely integrated into 
the finale. a Babes in Toyland 
number, in which they were 
garbed as clowns." That toyland 
routine. had appeal and young 
June Keegan helped put it over 
with a Yule song. 

Joe Bushkin, the  composer- 
pianist, backed Cantor slickly at 
the kevboard in “Dust Olt That 
Old Piano” and ‘Ballin’ the Jack.’ 
One commercial cutely used ani- 


muted cartoons of Cantor with his 
five daughters and wite Ida 
shampooing with Halo. 


Jimmy Durante remains one of 
the most refreshing and durable 
entertainers of this day. His sec- 
ond display in the Motorola Wed- 
nesday night series on NBC gave 
turther credence to the Schnoz's 
claim that he’s “got a million of 
*em.”’ It will probably’ take 
months ot showings before Du- 
rante’s catalog is exhausted. 

Durante’s second show had at 
least one inspirational moment. 
The bit with the Wagnerian so- 
prano Helen Traubel was one of 
the major delights of the video 
season. Contrast between the two 
personalities was sufficient to cause 
chuckles, but when Miss Traubel 
did a Durante with the original, 
it was a highpoint of a show that 
had in itself many sequences ot 
sheer enjoyment. 

The second program’ couldn't 
have the impact of the initial show | 
inasmuch as _ Durante’s appear- 
ance was long anticipated and in- 
cluded the pick of a distinguished 
catalog of comedy. But even with- | 
out the contrast of the two stanzas, 
the second can stand on its own 
as a prime collection of Duranti- 
ana. The Beak was on for at least 
50 minutes of the hour stanza, 
without wearing out his welcome. 
As long as Durante elects to per- 
torm for that length of time, en- 
tertainment values are assured. 

Aside from a bit with Miss Trau- 
bel, the other major highlight was 
the nitery scene with his peren- 
nial aides, singer-strutter Eddie 
Jackson and drummer Al Roth. 
This sequence had the madhouse 
pace that has always been Du- 
rante’s forte. 

Trick-voiced Candy Candido did 
the “Pussy Cat Song” with Durante 
for good results. The ribbing com- 
mercials and the general produc- 


tion tenor also had good video 
values. 
ABC-TY’s Pulitzer Prize Play- 


house” reverted to 
technique of 


original 
staging Thornton 
Wilder’s “Our Town” on a stage 
without scenery Friday night (1). 
With an excellent cast headed by 
film actor Edward Arnold and 
with exceptionally good production 
and direction by Edgar Peterson 
and Frank Telford, the show 
emerged as fine, adult entertain- 
ment. selling the  playwright’s 
moral as subtly but also as effec- 
tively as Frank Craven and the, 
original Broadway cast did. 


the 


With only a couple of trellises : 


and some odd chairs and tables for 
props, the cast neatly worked in 
pantomime with the dialog to indi- 
cate the action. Even more im- 
portant. though, was the imagina- 
tive camera work provided by 
Peterson and Telford. Use of over- 
head shots, split-screen, dissolves, 
etc., eliminated the need for sets 
and made the show as much an 
appreciated experience for viewers 
as the Broadway production was 
for'egit-geers « And, switile arb di-« 


were standout. 


Dodge-sponsored ‘Show Time, 
USA” stanza on ABC-TV Sunday 
(3) evening was an entertaining 
layout comprising variegated ele- 
ments, highlighted by a brief scene 
from Clifford Odets’ “Country 
Girl,” with Uta Hagen and Paul 
Kelly appearing in one of the cli- 
mactic scenes of their legit hit. 
Vinton Freedley, program’s “host,” 
did the “synopsis” commentary on 
the Odets story, to give the cap- 
sule scene a more meaningful im- 
pact. 

Otherwise the show was paced 
for maximum variety values, with 
Veronica Lake as guest emcee. Ray 
Middleton vocalled his “Girl That 
I Marry” from his “Annie Get 
Your Gun” musical, backgrounded 
by some cowpoke lookers. Buddy 
Lester contributed some zanyisms 
that might have 


stepped out of 
brother Jerry’s “Broadway Open 
House” late night vidio madcaps 


(save tor the age-old show biz con- 


troversy as to “‘which one came 
first?’”), and Brenda Forbes re- 
prised the Dega “Ballerina” 


brought to life in a charming ren- 
dition of “Born For This.” 


CBS-TV’s “Somerset Maugham 
Theatre” staged a neatly-conceived 


version of one of the author's 
classic short ‘stories, “String of 
Beads,” Wednesday. night (29). 


Even though both the climax and 
anti-climax were telegraphed in 
the original vers, adapter Don 
Ettlinger managed to work up a 
script that sustained viewer inter- 
est for the full half-hour when 
combined with some good thesping 
by an accomplished cast. Produc- 


tion credits, including some attrac- | 
\tive sets, were good but the cam- 


era work at times was slipshod. 

Gwen Anderson topped the cast 
as the orphaned governess who 
owned the string of pearls that 
caused all the trouble, and scored 
with her thesping. John Van 
Dreelen made for a good heel, out 
to marry her only for her money, 
and Tonio Selwart registered 
strongly as the suave jewel expert. 
Anna Lee and Booth Coleman con- 
tributed fine work as a haughty 
British Tory couple, although 
Coleman, caricatured his role at 
times. 

Maugham’s intro and closing re- 
marks on the series, incidentally, 
are now being carried on_ film, 
which was lensed shortly after his 
arrival in the U. S. Maggi Me- 
Nellis continues to do a standout 
job as program hostess and the 
Tintair commercials are good. That 
,middle plug on film, featuring 
/Gloria DeHaven, in fact, does 
probably one of the most effective 
selling jobs on TV with its excel- 
lent dissolve work and generally 
smooth production. 





Always a sure bet to deliver taste- 
ful productions of popular music 
favorites, Fred Waring has carried 
over his reputation into television. 
Last Sunday’s (3) edition of his 
CBS-TV show was one of the bet- 
ter segments in the series, which 
is to say it was tops for musical 
entertainment. 

Standout features of the show 
were two productions numbers, one 
of the folk song, “Molly Malone” 
and the other a sequence of win- 
ter songs in one setting. Latter 
was one of the finest production 
jobs yet seen on teevee. Based 
on an idea from “Pardon Our 
French,” sequence centered around 
a snowman set in a country back- 
ground, with snow falling and cov- 
ering the ground. Various mem- 
bers of the chorus and featured 
cast came out and sang numbers 





Producer: Dorcas Ruthenburg 
the Snowman,” “Let It Snow” and | Writer-director: Pete Katz 
the like. A fine dance sequen w+ aaa 9 p.m. 
was provided to the music of , Susta 
“Sleigh Ride” by Nadine Gae and! WHAS-TV, Louisville 
Mare Breaux. An alternate set, This is a public service show on 
in the production was the interior! TV that could have been a shocker. 
of a cabin, through the windows | Based on the premise, “What would 


of which could be seen the out- you do in the event of an atom 
door scene. bomb attack on Louisville?,” 

The “Molly Malone” sequence producers took care to point up 
featured additional lyrics by Bill that purpose of the show was to 
Goodhart and a special musical urge viewers to take time right 
arrangement and vocal narration’ now to consider the atom bomb 


by Stuart Churchill. It was a 
dramatic expansion on the theme 
of the sohg, and was graced by a 
fine performance by Gloria Mudell 
as Molly. 

The other numbers on the show 
were either straight vocal works 
sung in front of the orchestra, or 
simple productions around a pop 


and survival of the citizens. So an- 
nouncer Ray Shelton emphasized 
that “This is just a program—but 
there could be a bomber carrying 
equivalent of 20,000 tons of TNT 
on its way to Louisville right now.” 

Teeoff had sound effects, and 
superimposed film clip of an 
atomie explosion, showing roughly 


song. In these the Glee Club, how an atom bomb explosion over 
Daisy ——— . Joe _Marine, _Jane Louisville, considered a key indus- 
W ilson, ger hee 5 ty emg oy trial center, would have looked— 
"soeceanagg henner a aaa poy ens if there had been an explosion. 
— : oe : Camera then cut to Pete French, 


dent in the televising of the work | 
of the twin piano team of Virginia 
and Livingston Gearhart, with the 
camera catching the two simulta- 
neously from a number of unusual 
positions 


narrator, talking from the WHAS 
transmitter at Eastwood, Ky. Sim- 
ulated French’s description of the 
bombing to the outside world, and 
to those people in Louisville area 


ithat had portable radios. Then 

is followed a recital of the precau- 

“Billy Rose Show” on ABC-TV tions to be taken in the area. The 

last Tuesday (28) offered a sock) narration was intensely realistic, 

Suspense tale. It achieved a pow-| and station reported that some 
erful impact not from violence 


calls came in inquiring if such a 
thing had really happened. 

From a map of the greater Louis- 
ville area on the wall, French gave 


there wasn’t a single gory scene), 
but from effective characteriza- 
tions and the excellent timing of 
its denouement. 


Yarn concerned a mild-man- his simulated picture of the situa- 
nered Belgian (played by Romney tion. Describing the extent of the 
Thy “iyi me cep ; >? damage and casualties, he esti- 
srent) who W as arrested for hav-| nated that about three-quarters of 
He eg nd My ad ity Carroll a square mile had been virtually 
che Gukir Gaeuaeee a ph wiped out, eight square miles of 
tive Highspot was the speech by moderate damage, and another four 

a ag. ‘is eee * miles subject to moderate damage. 
Walter Hampden, playing a cele- 


French estimated light damage had 
been reported as far away as eight 
miles from center of the blast—or 
a total damage area ot nearly 200 
square miles. Estimates of killed 
and wounded were given as well 
over 60,000 in the initial blast, to 


brated defense attorney, who with 
a slick dramatic tour de force got 
the courtroom and the jurors to 
look at the door for one of the 
defendant’s victims to enter. The 
fact that they looked, he argued, 


ig bess yr Ppa i a amet say nothing of the missing and 
p 2 . . . - ¢ nn . 

ee 1 we yk or pon ¥ ewsaggin hr dead unreported. Then followed 
peal ~_ us lererore vole lO instructions on procedure for those 


in the radioactive areas. 


However, with only two minutes : 
Cameras then on a panel hold- 


left on the airer, one of the judges 


—acted admirably by Ivan Simp- !28 a meeting which had taken 
son — at first was tantalizingly Place to prepare against an atomic 
incoherent but finally pulled out @ttack. Meeting might have  in- 
the clincher: the defendant him- Cluded Capt. Robert Burdon, Chief 


Drillmaster of the Louisville Fire 


self hadn't looked toward the door, 
Department, an expert on chemical 


and thereby betrayed his knowl- 


edge that the victim was dead warfare; State Police Commis- 

It was a neat piece of produc- Sioner, Guthrie Crowe; Neil Dal- 
tion by Jed Harris. Unfortunately; tom, Louisville co-ordinator of 
stanza ran a bit too long and full Civilian Defense in WW _ 2, and 
cast credits weren't sereened Capt. Arthur E. Kimberling, Di- 


rector of Civil Defense Unit. Panel 
discussed first plans which might 
have been drawn to meet the pos- 
sibility of an atom bomb attack. 
Summing up, Dalton told the pane! 
its main job was to recommend to 
the city concrete steps to be taken 
to prepare for an atomic bomb at- 
tack. He used charts and a map to 
point up the discussion. 


Gilbert and Sullivan’s first op- 
eretta, “Trial By Jury,” was pre- 
sented by “Nash Airflyte Theatre” 
on CBS-TV Thursday (30) and 
made a pleasant offering. TFhis is 
not one of the best in the G&S 
catalog, but it came over with a 
feeling ot gayety and, because it is 


not as familiar as the ‘‘Mikado” . 

or “H.M.S. Pinafore,” it had a French then came back on screen 

fresh appeal. to assure viewers that an atom 
As produced by Marc Daniels. bomb had not hit Louisville, and 

“Trial” was short on plot, being he hoped it never would, but 


summed up that to be forwarned 
is to be forearmed, and told some 
of the things to do to help protect 
the citizen and his family. 
Technical data was compiled bys 
Charles Johnson, special art work 
by Williags White. Assisting in di- 


merely the vocal antics in a court- 
room where a girl is suing her 
sweetheart for breach-of-promise 
But it made an amusing satire of 
the British judicial svstem as the 
jurors swooned over Patricia Mori- 
son, who charmingly sang the role 


of the plaintiff. Ralph Riggs was rection were Robert Pilkington 
delightful as the judge, in a man- and Michael London. First of a 


ner reminiscent of Bobby Clark’s 


series, WHAS-TV will carry other 
shenanigans on the bench. as he 


shows on the subject, going into 


wooed the jilted lass and finally detail on survival under atomic 
took her as his bride. Donald attack. Peter Katz as_ scripter- 
Clark was neat as the fickle de- director can take a bow for this 
fendant who would gladly “marry one. Wied. 


this one today and another tomor- 
row.”” It added up to a tuneful. if 
frothy. farce. As host-emcee Wil- 
liam Gaxton was integrated nicely 
into the comedic atmosphere. a 





Merman, Miss Truman, 
Swanson, McBride Cited 
Ethel Merman, Gloria Swanson, 

Mary Margaret McBride and Mar- 

garet Truman were named as “out 





NBC's “Your Show of Shows” 
maintains an even level of enter- 
tainment. The mature comedy 


and sapicnt production provides a Standing women of the year” in 

paar ve of entertainment. their respective fields of legit, 
1ere's only one , i : ‘ae 

7 y ene flaw. Discount- jms, radio and music in the an- 


Ing reprises of some to , 
spots from Bec A P yee nual Associated Pre ; poll of U.S. 
b remande: a oe 4 -—_ to the women newspaper editors. Author- | 
at’ so closely at a viewe - , 
‘frequently gets the idea he's pata yo Pearl S. Buck, was tabbed out: | 
‘all this before. |Standing woman in the field of 
sco of Sid Caesar P — literature for her article, “The 
ene Coce remains one o e | i dd j 
bright spots in video. The duo, joint. | child Who Never Grew,” dealing 
‘ly and separately, can brighten | with her own daughter. Tennis star | 
‘up most any bit of comedy ma- Gussie Moran was cited as the out- | 
terial. The exposition of cliches | Standing woman sports figure. 
/remains an amusing bit and their; Perle Mesta, American Minister | 
pantomime of an evening at home to Luxembourg, was named “Wo- | 
Similarly hits a laugh jackpot. In- | man of the Year.” Incidentally, the | 
‘dividual comedy bits were reprises. | part played by Miss Merman in the | 
Caesar did his by now familiar|current Broadway production of 
day in the life of an infant, while |“Cal} Me Madam” is fashioned | 


(‘Color Carousel’) 

With Jeanne Warner, Inga Run- 
vold, Mary Jane Hayes, Bette 
Bradley, Ann Anderson, Lillian 
Taylun, Pat McGowan 

Producer: Vance Halleck 

| Narrator: Ray Michael 

Supervising Engineer: Joseph Col- 


ege 
WNBW-NBC: Washington, D. C. 
Latest demonstration of the im- 
proved RCA tri-color tube. shows 
definitely that the final decision 
in the color sweepstakes is not 


yet in. That the big company is 
still in there punching, and still 


a power to be reckoned with, was 
conclusively proven in its Wash- 
ington studios Tuesday (5). 

Productionwise, NBC, profiting 
from past errors, left nothing to 
chance. Though carefully labelled 
as “not in the’ entertainment 
field,” the show used in the D. C, 
tests was a well-coordinated, skill- 
ifully planned and highly polished 
presentation. Explanation of RCA 
engineer Dr. Engstrom that enter- 
tainment had been deliberately 
shunned in order to avoid distract- 
ing viewers from the color issue, 
was not completely = satisfactory. 
Succession of everyday objects 
presented resulted in a deliberate, 
comparatively static picture, omit- 
ting demonstration of the system 
under the more rigid requirements 
of fast motion, as required by such 
activities as terping. 

It was in the show itself that 
NBC literally tossed the book at 
the assemblage. Using a carousel 
with a revolving circus motif as 
a continuously repeated signal pat- 
tern, show evolved as a solid unit, 
Continuity and unit format was 
achieved via a hep continuity 
handled in straight, almost docu- 
mentary style by WNBW staffer 
Ray Michael. Accent was on 
power of color per se, with plugs 
for the RCA brand omitted. 

Following the announced ‘mod- 
ern living’ theme, show delved 
first into decorative and color pos- 
sibilities of food. A ham, complete 


with fruit and vegetable trim- 
mings, was shown, with brown- 
haired Jeanne Yarner handling 


the blurbs and adding eye interest. 
Baskets of fruit and vegetables 
separately displayed gave evidence 
of the authencity of color and tex- 
ture, while gal’s pale green dress 
lent additional contrast. A _ suc- 
cession of familiar household pack- 
ages—breakfast food, soaps, and 
even the model's package of ciga- 
rettes, suggested commercial pos- 
sibilities of tinted TV. 

A trek into the realm. of 
“M’Lady” next gave opportunity 
‘for an array of fabrics and fash- 
ions, again stressing texture im- 
proventent in the system, as well 
as fidelity of color. Mary Jane 
Hayes not only handled the com- 
‘mentary of this portion, but she, 
too, was part of the color pattern 
in costume and background. 

Windup accented the Christmas 
scene, again capitalizing on variety 
and effect of color in the displays. 
Beside the Yuletide wreaths and 
background motif, Bette Bradleyv 
displayed a series of bright toys, 
which showed up particularly well 
and appealingly on the screen. 
Michael appeared in this portion, 
doubling as model in a_ bright 
plaid jacket, and announcer. Musi- 
cal background throughout was gay 
and light, in keeping with the 
merry-go-round motif. 

Except for the absence of fast 
motion, show offered variety in 
tvpes and color of objects, well de- 
signed to anticipate questions and 
to combat skepticism. 

Colorwise, results lived up to 
narrator Michael’s promise of an 
“Adventure in Color.” There can 
be no question that RCA has met 
its own challenge of improvement 
on seven basic points. The image 
seen Tuesday in the WNBW 
studios were brighter, more faith- 
ful in color, truer to life in texture, 
brighter and sharper, than in past. 
Most marked improvement was in 
the reds and blues, thanks to the 
new phosphers in the tube. Reds 
were not only clearer, but the 
tinge cast by this strong color has 
been noticably reduced. 

Reception was consistent with- 
out additional handling beyond the 
initial tuning in. 

On the debit side, the green 
fringe which has plagued the RCA 
system is still apparent, though to 
less extent. 

Turning to the inevitable com- 
parison with CBS color, it must be 
stated that the gap between the 
two systems has narrowed down to 
the point where absolutely ac- 
curate comparison cannot be made 
from memory. RCA color still 
seems to this reviewer to lack the 
warmth, and the effect of depth 
of the rival system. It all stacked 
up however, in production and col- 
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OPENING NIGHT AT THE METROPOLITAN OPERA ON WJZ-TV 
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TOTAL AUDIENCE: 2,300,000 NEW YORKERS 


With WJZ-TV, hundreds of advertisers | 
are reaching millions of viewers nas: 
in the nation’s No. 1 market. 


Reason: reception is tops! | 
American Broadcasting Company 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 
Melville Ruick, back in circula- 
tion after playing a chaplain in an 
Army film, turns killer in “Big 
Story” Dec. 8... WOR-TV’'s sig- 
nal has been picked up clearly in 


Battle Creek, Mich. ABC-TV 
has garnered renewals from Ron-| 
son (‘Twenty Questions’), Pharma- 
Craft and American Safety Razor 
(‘College Bowl”) Ironrite (‘Holly- 
wood Screen Test”), Dodge (“Show- 


time, USA”) and Goodyear (“Paul 
Whiteman”’). 

Lawrence Tibbett is scheduled to 
do his first straight dramatic role, 
sans songs, in a skit on CBS’ “Ken 
Murray Show” Dec. 16... Maurice 
MacMurray of CBS-TV N. Y. sales 
staff transferred to the Chicago 
office . . . Marge Morrow, former 
CBS casting director and recently 
partnered with Doris Sharpe in a 
talent agency, will open her 
talent office about Jan. 1 to cover 
TV, radio, films and legit... Du- 
Mont’s “Captain Video’ now spot- 
lighted in a bi-monthly comic book, 


distributed by Fawcett Publications | 


. Actress Jan Musial added to 


the cast of the upcoming “Going 
Places with Betty Betz’ series, 


being packaged by Anderson, Davis 
& Platte for one of its clients... 


WPIX has inherited NBC's hold on | 


the Village Barn, Greenwich Vil- 
lage nitery, and teed off a new) 
series of pickups from the spot 


Monday night (4)... Buddy Lester 
packaging his own video show, af- 
ter seven consecutive guest shots 
on NBC’s “Kate Smith Show.” It’s 
to be sold by General Artists Corp. 
. . . Phillip Morris renewed 


own | 


its! 


“Horace Heidt Show” on CBS 
through next Sept. 24, while Ches- 
terfield repacted for its segment 
of the same web's “Godfrey and 
Friends.” 

N. Ray 
business 
traub agency's 
ment. Kelly was with 
vears prior to joining Weintraub 
last May . NBC-TV casting di- 
rector William I. Kaufman: now 
working on the second edition of 
“Best TV Plays of the Year,” with 
the first slated for publication by 


named 
Wein- 


Kelly has been 
manager of the 
radio-TV depart- 
NBC tor 20 


| Merlin Press within a few weeks 
. Paramount veepee’_ Paul 
Raibourn scheduled to make the 
principal speech at the luncheon 
session of the Canadian TV 
conference tomorrow (Thurs.) at 
Toronto’s Royal York hotel. His 
'subject is “TV — Progress and 


Promise.” 
Indie packager Lester Lewis had 


options picked up by sponsors on 
all three of his current video 
shows, “Hollywood Screen Test,” 
“Penthouse Party” and “Eloise 


? 


Salutes the Stars.” “Screen Test,’ 
'in addition, picked up seven more 
ABC stations ... Lawson Paynter, 
formerly with McCann-Erickson, 
joined the Erwin, Wasey agency’s 
| video department ... Music Corp. 
of America, as part of its heavy 
expansion into TV, has named Bill 
Richman to head its daytime tele 
activities. 

' Quentin Reynolds will play a 
newspaper editor on “Pulitzer Prize 
Playhouse” Friday (8) . .. Comic 
Jack Gilford to do a lead role in 
the “Musical Comedy Time” pro- 
duction of “Hit the Deck” Monday 
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OFSKY, Preside 








Ia) ... Fall issue of Journalism 


Quarterly has piece on television 
news program by Prof. Harry 
Heath, Jr... . Ralph G. Allrud has 
joined staff of Blair-TV, Inc. as ac- 
count exec. 

Elaine Ellis appears for the third 
time on the CBS “Sure as Fate” 
series, Dec. 12, Carl Frank direct- 
ing ... Ethel Frank now 
two scripts a month for the weekly 
“Ellery Queen” series (DuMont), 
instead of just editing, as formerly, 
for 
Pincus. 


Hollywood 


First performer to nix a _ bid 
from Snader_ Telescriptions is 
Ginny Simms. MCA decided her 
appearance in the vidfilm briefies 
might jeopardize future commit- 
ments ,.. Arnold Mills set as as- 


sistant director on the Al Jarvis 
show beamed over KLAC-TV ?¢. 
Harry Babbitt signed a five-year 





writing | 


producers Norman and Irving | 


Seeing Is 


Hearing 


Baltimore, Dec. 5. 


For the first time the Federal Communications Commission hag 
agreed to watch a television program as testimony in a hearing. 
Commission had asked officials of Johns Hopkins Univ. to testify 


at its hearings on allocating TV channels for education. 


Hopking 


toppers said the best testimony they could give on what educators 


can do, 
Science Review” 
missioners to view it. 


if given tele time and facilities, 
beamed on WAAM here, and invited the Com- 


is the “Johns Hopkins 


Three Commissioners were present at today’s (Tues.) hearing 


and accepted the invitation to watch the “Science Review” 


tonight, 


They said they'd ask other members of the FCC to look in also, 











IPS STILL OPEN HOUSE 
FOR COMICS ON NBC 


NBC producers Doug Coulter and | 
Hal Friedman are continuing to 


line up guest comics for the Mon- 


contract with KTLA and will em- | 


day and Wednesday night airings of | 


“Broadway Open House.” George | 


cee ‘Hollywood Opportunity” as | DeWitt, together with Condos and 
first chore ... After 18 months on | Brandow, will have their on-the-air 
KLAC-TV, Kay Mulvey shifts to| audition for the show next Monday | 
KTTV starting Monday (11) -| night (11), while the Slate Bros. 
First femme newscaster on coast/ are to try out the following | 
television is Palma Shard, who! wednesday. Jack E. Leonard also 


bows on KFI-TV. 
ing at news copy, she will pre-re- 
cord her newscast. Then, 
aid of a hearing device, 
peat what she said on tape . 
KTTV has started operating on a 


To avoid look- 


hit-or-miss remote schedule Wed- 
nesday, Thursday and _ Friday 
mornings, opening up at 11:30. 


Station feels it will give directors 


| may get a crack at the spot. 


with the | 
she'll re- | 
.| Amsterdam 
| several weeks ago. Decision is still 
| pending 


and engineers more remote experi- | 


ence in preparation for the sum- 
mer season when, it’s expected, 
CBS will no longer be furnishing 
kinescopes and the station will be 
going in more heavily for remote 
|telecasting . .. James C. Petrillo 
waived the usual 5° royalty fee 
to AFM for “The Joyful Hour,” 
Christmas vidfilm being made at 


Jerry Fairbanks Productions for 
Yule use under Family Theatre 
sponsorship Telemount Pic- 


tures signed Leslie Selander to di- | 
rect 13 videoaters starring Russell | 


“Lucky” Hayden. Series rolls Jan. 
16, with each 30-minute film to cost 
between $8,000 and $10,000 

Harry Owens asked viewers 


to | 


send in $1 for a copy of “Song of | 


the Sunset,” written by a leper, 
which Owens is publishing. He 
drew $1,700, all of which will 
to the leper colony ...KTLA 
pulled all but 600 seats out of its 
newly-acquired theatre and is in- 
stalling a camera runway down the 
center of the house... Coast is the 
greatest single user of film for 
television in the country, a total 
of 40 hours being beamed weekly 
by the seven stations . . . Roland 
Reed TV Productions, heretofore 
interested only in video commer- 





cials, religious and commercial 
films, will start rolling regular 
vidpix, 

Chicago: 


Universal Gas Range dealers | 
are dropping WGN-TV’s cross-the- 
board “Stop the Record” daytimer 
to pick up 60-minute Sunday fea- 


ture film on WBKB, Dec. 10. 
Frann Weigle, . featured on the 
“Record” show, moves over to 
WBKB to host the pix series . 

Ernie Simon’s “Simply Simon” 
half-hour on WENR-TV moves 


from Thursday night slot to 7:30- 
8 p.m. period on Mondays . 
Norman Ross is handling the chat- 
ter on WNBQ's morning teeoff 
segment built around “Soundie” 
briefie films ...A. Gettelman 
Brewing Co. has renewed WTMJ- 
TV, Milwaukee, Thursday night 
wrestling for 26 weeks ... Over 
2,000,000 votes were cast during 
Atlantic Brewing’s year-long “Miss 
Tavern Pale” beauty contest on | 
WGN-TV with Shirley Saxby win- 
ning top honors among 435 con- | 
testants . . . Net assets of Tele- 


vision-Electronics Fund, tele in- 
vestment firm, increased from 
$2,781,000 to $5,560,000 during 
past year... Community Fund 
awards to Chi photogs were 


handed out yesterday (Tuesday) on 


£0 | 


| of 


Comics are being tested to fill 
the role left vacant when Morey 
ankled the program | 
on Mickey Deems and 
George Conley, who teamed for the 
show last week, and Wally Cox. 
Indicating that whichever comic 
finally draws the assignment will 
have new supporting talent, Coul- 
ter and Friedman have signed Bet- | 
ty Ann Nyman, the Honey Dream- | 
ers and Don Russell to back DeWitt 
and Condos and Brandow. 

Jerry Lester, of course, con- 
tinues with his present crew to 
hold down the Tuesday, Thursday 
ard Friday airings of “Open 
House.” 





Webs Seeking Agreement 
In Dispute With AT&T On 


Intercity Allocations : 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
Following a pre-trial conference | 
yesterday (4) with FCC examiner 
Hugh B. Hutchison, representatives 
all four TV networks held a 


/meeting here to explore the possi- | 


/ment of KMBC 


WENR-TV’s “Bob and Kay” tele-| 


cast ...As_ result 
video ‘activities, 
|Managers Assn. 
TV committee comprised of Jack 
Russell, Vic Brown and Jack Page 

- - ABC’s “Super Circus” slated 
for a four-page pix spread in|! 
vanuary issue of Pageant . E, 
|Brach & Sons, through J. Walter | 
| Thompson, renewed re-run series 
.— Autry vidpix on WENR- 


of increased 





| 


| San Antonio—KEYL will add a 
| Sixth day of programming, starting 
next Monday (11), and will hecome 
, local exclusive outlet for ABC. 
Plans are being made to begin 
televising seven days per week and 
to add to its operations by sched- | 
uling daytime programs. At pres- 


Entertainment | 
has organized a} 


| 


bilities of working out an agree- 
ment in their dispute over inter- 
city allocations by the American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. Hear- 
ings are scheduled to begin next 
Monday (11) before Hutchinson on 
a complaint by DuMont that the 
telephone company gave prefer- 
ence to NBC and CBS in its cur- 
rent allocations. 

The nets are planning to hold 
further meetings in New York but 
it was considered doubtful that a 
compromise would be reached in 
time to ward off the hearings. How- 
ever, it’s possible they may ask for. 
a postponement if prospects of 
working out a settlement appear 
favorable. 

It was agreed at the conference 


that AT&T would present its case 
first, if the hearings go on as 
planned. 





‘Kay’s Kitchen’ Gets Pitt 
Gas Co. (Natch) as Sponsor 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

Katherine M. Neuman, former ; 
director of home economics depart- 
in Kansas City, 
has landed first cooking program 


on town’s lone vidco channel, Du- 
Mont-owned WDTV. Her show's 
called ‘“‘Kay’s Kitchen,” and it’s a 
Monday through Friday afternoon 
feature at 1:15 for half an hour. | 


Since her sponsors are local 
Natural Gas Companies, ‘Kay's 
Kitchen” naturally stresses the ad- 


vantages ot cooking by gas. Bob 
Holt is directing the program, and 
, agency is Ketchum, MacLeod & 
| Grove. In addition to four gas 
outfits, associated sponsors are Jo- 


| seph Horne Co. department store, 


| 


Meadowgold Dairies, 
Packing Co. 


Inc., 


Krey 
and Lohrey 


Pack- 


! ing Co. 





Omaha—Tip Saggau, top sports 
announcer for WOW for the past 
five years, steps out this week to 
take a new place as adjutant and 
director of activities for the 
Omaha Post, American Legion. 


ent, KEYL presents daytime pro- He has been replaced temporaril, 
by Bill McBride. 


| grams on Thursday. 


| Manager 


Over 10,000,000 
Tubes Annually 


Washington, Dec. 5. 

Television picture tubes are now 
| being produced at the rate of over 
10, 000,000 a year, according to a 
ireport of the Radio-Television 
Manufacturers Assn. October tube 
sales to set makers, says RTMA, ex- 
ceeded 848,000 units, which com- 


|pared with 764,913 tubes in Sep- 


tember. 


The report declares that re- 


‘ceiver makers bought nearly 6,000,- 
|000 picture tubes during the first 


10 months of 1950 and paid ap- 
proximately $150,000,000 for them, 


ior an average of $25 each. 


The tube purchases would indi- 
cate that the set makers have very 
little inventory, since production of 
sets during the 10-month period 
totaled 5,777,000. In recent months, 
set output has been greater than 
tube output. 

Approximately 
tube production is 


92% 
16 


of current 
inches or 


| larger. 





Detroit — Arthur McPhillips, as- 
sistant sales manager and traffic 
of WJR, has been pro- 
moted to sales service director. 
| He'll direct the servicing of WJR 
sales accounts, supervise station 
sales service men and continue su- 
|pervision of the traffic depart- 
ment, 
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Thank You — WKAT 


Miami Beach, Fla. 
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“BARRY 
KAYE sw: 


Starting its 2nd Year 
of Spinning Records 


7-9:30 A.M. 


11:15 P.M. to 1 A.M.* 
(Daily) 


*Show soon to emanate from 
leading Miami Beach club. 





ON TV DAILY | 
WTVd 


1:45 - 2:30 P.M, 





New York Representative: 


FRED STEELE 
1775 Broadway, New York 




















do you want BULL | 


or do you want... 


PUBLICITY? 


Too many publicity outfits 
offer too many = services in 
place of publicity. 

if you want newspaper and 
magazine space, dramatic ex- 


ploitation, and a personal 
build-up: if you want what 
publicity should be—one ot 


Broadway's top press agents 


can now take on two non- 
competitive accounts. 
Box V-800, Variety 
154 W. 46th St., New York 19 
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More Italians* Listen to 





than any other 
New York Station 


( Network or Independent) 


In The Vital Selling 
Hours of 9 AM to 7 PM 
The Fall 1950 Pulse 
Shows... 








WOV's average rating is 10.2, 
‘a 6% INCREASE over Fall 1949 
—while the nearest competing 
station in the italian field has 
an average rating of only 3.8, 
a DECREASE of 29%. 


*2,100,000 


Italian-Americans Live and Buy in 
the Greater New York area. 


730 FIFTH AVE., NEW YORK 19 
ROME STUDIOS: VIA di PORTA PINCIANA 4 


This dominance is firmly 
founded onWOV’s unequalled 
Italian language program 
service—providing network 
quality entertainment and 
news coverage from studios 
both in New York and Rome, 
italy...with the showmanship 
and drive that sell! 








National Representative: John E. Pearson Co. 
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uMont Disclaims ‘Ugly Duckling 
Status: Blasts Competitors’ Raids 


DuMont network, after 


fully defending its hold on “Caval- 
cade of Stars” from a raiding at- 
tempt by ABC, gave notice to the 
t) ide this week that it no longer 
\ sit back and be the industry's 
ah duckling.” In an inter-office 
» distributed this week to hi 
S DuMon n ) inagel 
( J Wittin el I » t 
“Cava le’ n i cit i! { that 
| ) no I rate 
l ) ) | n but ¢ - 
b lial ym en ‘ ind 
) ed coun €a es 
that ensure DuMont sri - 
ful pla in the TV network pic- 
ture 
WI Witting did not identify 
ABC in his memo, its no secret 
that that's the web to which he re- 
ferred. He also didn’t elaborate on 
his charge of “improper compecti- 
tio! ABC reported! offered the 
I ome kind oi + deal but 
couicn t ving i ecause the sta- 
r e already committed to 
is) To! for the tl slot. With its 
*Puitzer Prize Playhouse’ now 
aired Friday nights trom 9 to 10, 
ABC hoped that it could sew up 
the Fi id 1y night video audience by 
adding “Cavaleade” from 10 to 11. 
According to Witting, DuMont 
“will fight, and we have men, 
mon end materiel to make our 
success a certainty.”’ In line with 
that uMont this week announced 
the Prtvo of Ted Hammerstein 
Edward Dimond and Charles Par- 
sons to join Dave Schooler as exec 
producers, to work with program 
chicf James L. Caddigan. With the 


DuMont is 


f 


ystem ol 


staffers 
unit 


TOUl n 


cepting a 


tion, under which each is to super- 
vise a group of regularly-scheduled 
show S 


Hammerstein was stage manager 


of Michael Todd's current Broad- 
way legiter, “Peep Show" and 
Dave Schooler, former midwest 
and eastern talent scout for War- 
ners and supe rvisor of USO-Camp 
Shows’ musicals during the war, 
was last musical conductor at the 
Brozdway Strand. Dimond was also 
a Brovsdway stage manager and 
Parsons was an actor and summer 


success- 


in- 
produc- 











Courtesy of M-G-M 

Now appearing with 

DONALD O’CONNOR 

in “*HE MILKMAN" 

(Universal-international) 
Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 











stock producer. DuMont also upped 
Ed Lieberthal to chief program co- 


ordinator: Jay Merkle to assistant 
program chief of the Ambassador 
theatre, and Ralph Robbins to as- 


sistant to production facilities chief 
A] Hollander. 


WDTV’s Biggest Time Sale 
Stalled by Pitt Strike 


Of Dent. Store Drivers 
Pittsbul 
WDTV's biggest time sale, to 
Gimbel Bros., since going live mid- 
dle of last month has yet to pay off, 
because of the drivers’ strike at 
three downtown department stores. 
First account to take an hour-long 
across-the-board stretch Monday 
through Friday, Gimbels had 
planned to launch its teevee audi- 
ence participation show from the 
studio of Channel 3 last week (27 
but was forced to put back the 


preem until the walkout is ovel 

That is: due to the fact that the 
store is going to supply all of its 
own props, chiefly items for sale 
to be displayed, and can't get them 
from Gimbels a block away to the 
Chamber of Commerce building, 
where WDTV i: without 
the help of the trucking boys, who 
have been on the picket line now 
since Novy. 20. 

Gimbels’ program will be pro- 
duced by Herb Davis, of the Enders 
agency, and its unlooked-tor delays 
has scrambled WDTV's daytime 
programming plenty for the time 
being. 


N. Y. CITY VIDPIC UNIT 
WRAPS UP 2 MORE FILMS 


is 





New York City television and 
film unit has wrapped up two more 
vidpix They are “A Home for 
Baby.” dealing with the Welfare 
Dept.’s foster parents program, 
narrated by Jinx Falkenburg; and 
“Library on Wheels,” covering the 
public library's bookmobile, with 
narration by WLIB’s Murray Jor- 
dan. 

Unit. headed by Clifford Evans, 
has finished shooting “Water,” a 
five-reeler telling the story of the 
city’s water supply. Editing has 
just started. 


” Fredric March- 
in addition to 
on Gotham tele 


“For the Living, 
narrated feature, 
being screened 
stations, 
tres in various parts of the U. S. 
and in Canada, Italy, Great Brit- 
ain, Sweden and Japan. 





Schenectady—Gordon Tuell is a 
new director at WRGB-TYV in 
Schenectady. He comes from Se- 
attle, Wash. 
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East, Coast AFRA 
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(ae eee 
and the nets because it had ex- 
pired on Oct. 31 and had not yet 


been renewed. He pointed out that 
on Nov. 18 there were still points 
of disagreement betwen the union 
and some chains. “Theretore, to 
indicate to members that there 
was in existence a code, or any 
definite agreement between AFRA 
and the networks. was, I believe. 
misleading.” Reel wrote 

added tbat although the 
had considered passing no 
on the TVA situation, and 
the matter to the members’ 
idual discretion, this course 
rejected because 
such action would not have afford- 
ed otection to out who 
are under contract; that could only 
be given them by a definite rule 

Opinion on the rule had been 
divided in New York before the 
Nov. 18 meeting, and a_ proposal 
that only Gotham members be in- 
structed to respect the picketlines 
had been mulled. One of the rea- 
sons why those N. Y. board mem- 
bers opposed to respecting the 
lines changed their minds, Reel 
Said, that they learned that 
stagehands, teamsters, technicians 
including radio well video) 
and other crafts were going to 
honor the lines. 

Recl stressed that TV 
George Heller and counsel Henry 
Jaffe. appearing before the AFRA 
board, specifically stated that TVA 
was not requesting its lines be re- 
spected. Afrans who supported 
UVA, Reel said, did “in the in- 
terests of AFRA members and in 
their future well being.’ 

3oard members in the east, 
do or expect to do considerable 
TV work, may “feel differently 
about this matter than members in 
L. A.. where live television orig- 
inations are few,” Reel wrote. 
“During years of television 
transition such differences must be 
recognized and an attempt made to 
prevent them from resulting in 
misunderstanding 


Reel 
union 
ruling 
leaving 
indi, 
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pl 1embers 
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still “ought to be enoug 
their judgment.” 
“We're still hoping 
and justice will triumph,” he as- 
serted. Gen. Sarnoff said he 
thought the public should be given 


‘h to balance 


that reason 


a chance to see the RCA system, 
but added that no public demon- 
Strations are now being planned. 


He estimated it would take a year 
to get into quantity production. 

The company displayed a variety 
of sets, all using 13!»-inch tri- 
color tubes. Larger tubes. Sarnoff 
said, would be easier to make. 

Dr. Jolliife was unable to say 
when the tubes can be made ayvail- 
able to licensees. Those shown, he 
said, were all hand-made and con- 
tain 600,000 color dots on the face, 
or twice the number on previous 
tubes shown, 


Philly Squawks 
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Sesomiameamentenie 
greatly increased, except for the 
heavy buying occasioned by the 
Korean war, and the rush to get 


sets before the Government credit 
regulations went into effect. The 
Christmas boom has been another 
factor in putting fresh coin in the 
hands of these “risky and financial- 
ly unstable” contractors. These re- 


sulted in a temporary respite, but 
the real “showdown” can be ex- 
pected after the holidays, he 


warned. 

Principal complaints of set own- 
ers are having to wait eigkt or 10 
weeks for replacement parts which 
they were told they needed: not 
having Service calls answered at 
all; others were told to Jend their 
sets back to the manufacturer 
the instrument were beyond re- 
pair; service policies have been 
shifted from one firm to another 
without the holders being notified, 
and there were alse many com- 
plaints over the wording of poli- 
cies. 


as 
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‘and nets with two separate wage 


scates. 





Heller States TVA Case 
In N. Y. TVA exec secretary 


‘mise offer to SAG was designed | 


‘will be 


er said theftompro- | WIV.HDV.A 


so that TVA could continue to deal 


with agencies and nets while SAG |} 
would continue with studios it has 


under contract. Proposal, Heller 
said, would permit SAG members 


to work in vidpix produced by net- 


works TVA _ has under contract 
without paying new dues or initia- 
tion fees. TVA members would 


have the same right in vidpix made 


by studios covered by SAG. Plan 

also envisaged joint SAG-TVA ne- 

gotiations for terms in vidpix 
Compromise, Heller said, would 


have speeded up protection of all 


performers and incorporation of 
vidpix into its master contract with 
the tele webs, without lengthy 
NLRB procedures. He also said 
that the re-use restrictions on ki- 
nescope recordings, part of the 
TVA code, would have been par- 
alleled by a similar restriction pro- 
tecting film in the same way it 
was argued that the re-use prin- 
ciple would also help SAG in its 


upcoming bargaining with studios. 
TVA chief declared its members 
insist on having all their prob- 
lems with their employers covered 
in one contract and added he still 
hopes an agreement can be work- 
ed out if “personalities will be 
cast aside and both parties work 
for the good of all performers.” 





| TVA Rates 


Continued from page 31 


a service to the industry 
tinuing negotiations after the other 
webs broke off. When the others 
came back ai 4 a.m., Nov. 19, they 
were ready to sign anything. What 
they signed, however, was a docu- 
ment that was acceptable to NBC 
and to the whole industry. It would 
have been a much stiffer settlement 


by con- 


if NBC hadn't continued bargain- 
ing.” 


Some agencies take the position 
that NBC was at error in agreeing 
to the per-insert clause in the first 
place, arguing that while NBC 
won't have to pay the commercial 
fees the advertisers will. NBC 
spokesman told VARIETY vesterday 
(5) that it had originally told TVA, 
and still that unless the per- 
insert rule is modified or interpret- 
ed in a looser way it “can be harm- 
ful to both the union and manage- 
ment.” 


feels, 
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Continued from pag 
of the BBC, will 


same chores overseas. 
For Thanksgiving, Betsy King, 
Gene’s daughter, who has. been 
spinning kid disks at the station for 
more than two vears each Sunday 


quizmaster han- 


le the 


am. on her “Let’s Have Fun” 
show, played an ET with greetings 
from the British kids. Eor the 


American contribution, 
an engineer and production man 
to Betsy’s school. and her entire 
class participated in a program of 
Thanksgiving songs and greetings 
which were recorded and_ later 
played by the BBC. 

Now Miss King 
another helping hand by _ repre- 
senting all American’ kids at 
Christmas time on the BBC. For 
the first time, an American young- 
ster will read the classic story of 
Dicken’s Christmas Carol, and this 
broadcast over the entire 
network of the BBC. 


> CANDIDATES FOR 
TELE ACAD PRESIDENCY 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Five candidates have been nomi- 
nated for the presidency of Acad- 
emy of Television Arts and Sci- 
ences to succeed Sid Cassvd, whose 


King took 


out to lend 


Is 





term expires Dec. 31. Ballots for 
the election now are in the mail 
and results will be announced at 


the Dee. 
emy. 

Nominees for president are Mike 
Stokey, Freeman Lusk, James T. 
Vandiveer, Klaus Landsberg and 
Robert Brown. H. L. Hoffman. 
Frank Wisbar, Hal Roach, Jr.. and 
Don Lauritzen are competing for 
the vice-presidency; Betty Mears. 
Jon Slott, Dick Lane, and Dori 
Balli tor secretary; and Fred 
Henry, Robert Guggenheim and 
Mark Finley, for treasurer. 


19 meeting of the Acad- 





Detroit — “Sports Closeup,” in- 
terview show conducted by mem- 
bers of the Detroit News sports 


staff and featuring star sports fig- 
ures, has been sold to North Bros., 


auto dealers, through the D. W. 
Hacker agency. Contract is for 13 
weeks with show coming over 


PONTIAC EXTENDS RUN 
OF ‘GAME’ FOUR WEEKS 


Pontiac has extended the run of 
its “All-American Game of the 
Week” for four more weeks on 
ABC-TV, carrying the © stanza 
through Jan. 2, when a condensa- 
tion of the East-West game will be 
beamed. 

Series, originally skedded to run 


11 weeks, has’a time-and-talent nut 
of $12,000 weekly, backed by an- 
other $12,000 weekly for newspa- 
per ads ballyhooing the airer, 
Show, which presents film high- 
lights of a top grid eontest each 
week, has a production crew of 11, 
Four cameras are used—two in the 
stands, one on the field and one 
slow-motion. 


Program involves a complex pro- 
sing setup. With the 
ing played on Saturday, 
have to be completed and deliv- 
ered by Tuesday at 8 p. m., when 
ABC-TV beams the show to 10 live 
stations. Program is carried on a 
delayed basis Tuesday or Wednes- 
day by 44 other outlets. 

Crew shoots 10,000 feet of 
which is rushed to the Atlas Film 
Corp. in Chi for processing, edit- 
ing, printing and dubbing in narra- 
tion. First prints are shipped out 
Monday morning. Agency \e- 
Manus, Johns & Adams. 


Lutheran Hour Goes TV 
From KSD in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 5. 

The Lutheran International 
Hour, originating from KFUO, 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 
County, has launched a TV _ pro- 
gram from KSD-TYV, the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch station. The first of 
six programs for the current sea- 
son, on Thanksgiving Davy, was 
piped to 20 other TV _ stations. 
Other programs will be aired at 
Christmas and Easter. 

The initial program featured an 
address by Dr. John W. Behnken, 
president of the Lutheran Church- 
Missouri Synod and a chorus from 
the Concordia Collegiate Institute, 
Bronxville, N. Y. The regular 
Lutheran Hour announcer, Rev, 
Elmer Knoerschild, was in charge 
of the program 
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“ADVERTISEMENT —> 








Many visitors to my new shop 
Whether [im the same Gray- 
son formerly on Fifth Ave. 
around the corner. Yes, gentle- 
men, the same Grayson. <A litile 
older, perhaps. A little wiser, 1} 
NOpe .« « « 
[ offer the same tastefully de- 
signed clothing, but at a sub- 
stantial saving at 20°. or more 
That's because I pay less 
for my 2nd floor elevator 
location, and I'm reconciled tr 
making a smaller protit., (So. 
Pi be a millionaire a vear later!) 
Instead of paying tio mH) 
(iravson Grad, Vou pan 
$49. 50, Saving almost bucks! 
It a 3-button suit w natura 
Agee Pry soft-construction, cen- 
terv-Vent . » Harris Tweed, 
Flannel, Worsted,  Hlappy to 
you. 
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for 
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ith 


or 


see 


Hours: 9 to 6 
T’morrow (Thurs) to 9 
Closed Saturdays 


GRAYSON 


18 Kast 46 St.--2d Floor 





























YOUNG LADY, Single 


Excellent secretary, presently em- 
ployed by law firm. Accomplished 
musician with wide musical back- 
ground. Anxious to get back into 
entertainment field. Present salary 
$65.00 weekly. ‘ 


Please Call Miss Irwin 


TE 8-9045 during the day, or write 
Box V-2679, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
New York 19, N. Y. 




















WANTED 
Comedy Writer 


Or team, for TV Variety Show. Pic- 
ture or Radio experience preferred. 
Top job for good man. All replies 
confidential. Send brief biog te BOX 
V 124, Daily Variety, 6311 Yucca St., 
Hollywood 28, 
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New TVA Scale Puts 


3 Coast Originations 


Back on Local Basis’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Increased budgets caused by the 
new TVA pact has resulted in can- 
cellation by ABC of three locally- 
originated network shows.  Lay- 
outs will be beamed for local audi- 
ences only. 

Net officials pointed out that the 


shows, “Veloz and Yolanda Pre- 


sents .’ “Sandy Dreams” and 
“Soap Box Theatre,” have been 
laving out approximately $400 
weekly. Cost on each would jump 


to between $1,200 and $2,000 un-, 


der the new pact, a figure deemed 


too high to attract sponsor inter- 
est Latter two shows use about 
15 juveniles each on each layout | 


and have been paying $15 to $25 
to each of the new performers 
New pact would boost the pay 
scale to $125 if the shows re- 
mained on a network basis. 


Briefie Musical Pix Set 


For 10 Top Tele Markets 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Kaufman & Associates. Chi ad 
agency, pacted with. Snader Tele- 
scriptions last week for exclusive 
package rights to the company’s 
briefie musical films in 10 top tele 
markets. Agency plans to package 
the three-and-a-half-minute films in 
flexible formats of varying lengths. 
Kaufman will pitch them to adver- 
tisers directly but will also make 
them available to other agencies 
and stations. 

Over 200 of the shortie pix made 


especially for video are ready for 
distribution, with another 200 
scheduled. 

Agency’s rights include N. Y 


Chi, Philadelphia and Detroit. 


WIS Plans TV Station 
Greensboro, N. C.. Dec. 5. 
WIS at Columbia, S. C., has an- 
nounced plans to build a 100-kilo- 


' 


| 
| 


COAST TVA LOCAL 


OKAYS STRIKE VOTE 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Authorization for a strike vote if 
further negotiation difficulties are 
encountered was given Television 
Authority at a local membership 
meeting which also ratified terms 
of the TVA network pact. Meet- 
ing expressed the sentiment that 
local stations are stalling unneces- 
sarily and that negotiations must 
get under way immediately. 

Three local stations, KTTV., 
KFI-TV and KLAC-TV, have re- 
fused to negotiate until TVA gets 
certification from the National La- 


bor Relations Board Harrison 
Dunham, KTTV general manager. 
declared that only 10° of the 
thesps at his station are TVA 
members and more than 80% 


arent even aware of the organiza- 
tion. 





Cincinnati—O. R. “Jim” Bellamy 
has returned to the radio-TV field 





CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








St. Louis—KXOK last week ex- 
tended its broadcasting operations 
but starting at 5:30 a.m. instead of 
30 minutes later. The station leads 
off with Charles Stookey's ‘‘Town 
and Country” program which has 
been extended to 21% hours with a 
15 minute news break at 7:30 a.m. 


Harlingen ,Tex. — Harbenito 
Broadcasting Co. here is changing 
frequency of KGBS from 1240 to 
850 kilocyeles and_ increasing 
power from 250 watts to 5,000 
watts unlimited time Outlet is 
owned and operated by McHenry 
Tichenor 

Houston — Gene O'Bannon has 
been named news editor for KLEE 
here. returning to the city after an 
absence of six months. O’Bannon 
came here in 1947 from WMAQ, 
Chicago. 





to emcee show with Lamont Tilden 
doing the gabbing. 


Beaumont, Tex.—Marion (‘‘Tex’’) 
Durham has joined the staff of 
KRIC and will be featured on 
“Hillbilly Jubilee.” He was fore 
meriy with the Blue Danube Net- 
work in Europe while in the armed 
services. 

Atlantic City, N. J.—Nov. 29 
sue of VARIETY erratumed that 
“WFEPG, Mutual outlet, was off the 
alr’ due to the big storm. WMID 
is the Mutual affiliate which was 
off 


is- 


St. Louis-KMOX, local CBS out- 
let, is again jointly sponsorin~ the 
Salvation Army’s Tree of Lights 
campaign at a prominent down- 
town intersection. A huge Xmas 
tree is festooned with electric 














lights one of which is illuminated 
every time donations reach $100. 


Montreal—The Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp.’s “Opportunity 
Knocks” returns to Montreal, 
Dec. 18 and will be aired from the 
stage of the Imperial Theatre each 
Monday night at 8:30 over the 
Dominion network. Director-con- 
ductor John Adaskin will continue 


here a member of the WKRC-TV 
sales staff. He was with a Pitts- 
burgh station after being associ- 
ated with Cincy stations several 
vears ago and came back to this 
city for partnership in a retail 
appliance firm, which interests he 
sold. 


watt television station, the first in 
Central South Carolina. 

WIS is operated by the Broad- 
casting Co. of the South. which 
also owns and operates WSPA in 
Spartanburg, and WIST in Char- 
lotte, N. C. 


“The Ruggles,” packaged by Bob 
Raisbeck for eastern distribution, 
will continue to be kinescoped, the 
budget jumping only a matter of 
about $1,200 from approximately 
$2,000 to $3,200 per frame. 


Cleveland — Wayne. Johnson, 
formerly Sohio news voice, WTAM, 
now has a Carling five-minute, 
Monday-thru-Friday 5:55 p.m. news 

spot on WERE. 


READY ‘JOYFUL HOUR’ ,=> OW A Me™ 7 
FOR ALL TV STATIONS a 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Every telestation in the country 
expected to use “The Joyful 
Hour,” hour-long video film being 
produced by Rev. Patrick Peyton 
at Jerry Fairbanks Studios for 
Christmas lensing. Rev. Pevton 
made “The Triumphant Hour,” first 
60-minute vidshow which all major 
networks beamed last Easter. 

Cast for “Hour” hasn't been set, 
but Den Ameche, Ann Blyth, Pat 
O'Brien, Ruth Hussey and Jane 
Wyatt, who appeared in the first 
film, are expected to repeat. In 
“Triumphant Hour” they merely 
made appearances. This time 
they'll act, with Frank McDonald 
directing. 











is 





Color Issue, Credit No 
Deterrents in Chi Sales 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 

Neither confusion over color nor 
imposition of credit buying restric- 
tions were reflected in Chi-area 
tele set sales which continued at | 
record pace during October. Re- | 
ceiver sales during the month 
totaled 57,990 for the highest 
figure hit to date. 

October sales brought the Chi 
tele set circuiation to 731,407, ac- 
cording to monthly Electric Assn. 
survey. 





Layton as Nasht Sales 
Rep for ‘Paris’ Vidpix 
Jerry Layton Associates has been 
inked by John Nasht Productions | 
as sales rep for ‘Holiday in Paris,” | 
vidpie series. lensed on the Conti- 
nent with Edith Piaf, Charles | 
Trenet, Las Compagnons de la 
Chanson and Dolores Gray. Nasht 
has finished 13 of the pix and is 

readying another series of 13. 
Move marks the initia! effort by | 
Layton since his partnership with 

Wilburk Stark was dissolved. 


— —— = 
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g KCBS ten times 


ertisers far . 
” r intensity and 


Bar Sets From Busses 


Washington, Dec. 5. 
Potential danger of television in | 
highway travel received Federal at- 
tention last week when the Inter- 
State Commerce Commission pro- 
posed to bar sets from the driver's | 
view in interstate busses and | 
trucks. Under a recommended re- 
Vision of highway saftety rules, 
Which would take effect early next | 
year, TV sets in such vehicles | 4 
would have to be located behind | ws, : BS 
the driver and beyond his view. KC 
Many states and cities have al-| 
ready adopted regulations which 
prohibit installation of ¥V sets in 
automobiles. In most cases the re- | 
Striction applies to installation on | 
the dashboard but some ordinances 
Say nothing about location. 


far greate 
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_ Pittsburgh — Demetria (Jimic) | 
Spanos, who headed publicity de- 
Partment of indie station WWSW | 
couple of years ago, has returned 
to her home town to join staff of | 
WDTV, the lone teevee channel | 


here. For the moment she’s shut- | 
tling between programming and } 
Sales, with a permanent berth) # 
Shortly in the making.. |. 
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ties important in their fields or by 
persons who have an_ entertaining 
or different type of job.” 


For the time-change inaugural, 
Miss Dettinger’s show came up 
with an exceedingly spirited pro 


and con probe of modern art. In 
one corner was Frederic Taubes, 
art critic, artist and author, while 
his adversary George L. K 
Morris, also an artist 
an organization known as 
American Abstract Artists 
Opinions of the guests often 
were at such sharp variance that 
Dettinge! hard 
t word in edgewise To 
s queries as ‘“‘do you believe 
ni ! art reflects our times?” 
Taubes gave an annoyed brushoff 
‘That's sheer nonsense,” he said, 
“an empty phrase tossed around 
by dilettantes ep 
Morris, who managed to 


was 
who heads 


the 


was pressed 


Miss 


oO vel i 


Even 
retain his composure’ despite 
Taubes’ excited verbal barbs, ‘ad- 
mitted near the close of the pro- 
gram that “it’s hard to say what 
modern art is.” While the discus- 
sion Was an interesting one, most 
listeners couldn’t have been much 
enlightened on the issues A re- 
turn match is in orde! 

On the basis of Monday's ses- 
sion, Miss Dettinger has a format 
with fascinating possibilities. How- 


ever, the quality of the program 


obviously will tend to vary depend- 
ing upon the guests available 
Withal, she has a friendly de- 
ineanor and probably could keep 
things moving in situations where 


interviewees are less talkative than 
modern art experts. Plugs for a 
silk fabric firm and a Bronx de- 
partment store were well integrat- 

the ad lib airer. Gilb. 


€a into 


JAY STEWART SHOW 
Producer-Director: Harfield Weedin 
Writers: Vance Colvig, Jim Critch- 

field 
30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC, from Hollywood 

This new ABC audience-partici- 
pation show fails to project a feel- 
ing of spontaneity. Bits offered 
seem rehearsed and at times im- 
press as having been dug from 
the bottum of the barrel. Material 
could be chosen with a keener 
eve to entertainment values. 

Program, with emcee 
Stewart as judge, brings on con- 
testants with particular problems 
or desires they wish aired. Worthi- 
ness of the participant's stint is 


Jay 








“ARTIE” 
Currently 


On Location Making a 
Picture 


“Double For Della” 


Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


“MORTY™ 








| Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 28 








judged by an applause meter, with 
prizes given .in accordance with 
the rating garnered. On precm 
Saturday (2), contestants included 
a youth who yearned to play music 
on his grandfather’s teeth. which 
he did to the tune of “Tea tor 
Two.” Also heard was a five-year- 
old kid reciting “When My Father 
Carves a Duck"; an aircratt parts 
inspector giving his description ot 


a horse race, a guy married to a 
former femme Marine telling how 
he had to rehabilitate his wife who 
had outranked him in service; a 
woman who wanted to tind some- 
one with whom to converse In 
German and another who wasnt on 
speaking terms with her husband 
an extravagant Scot 

Filn actress Marjorie Lord 


guested on the show, participating 
in a reconciliation sequence be- 
tween the Scotsman and his wite 
which followed an obvious pattern 
that had her playing up to the guy. 
Stewart handles stanza with ease 
and authority. Gros. 


INSIDE PHILADELPHIA 





With Jerry Warren: announcer, 
John Franklin 

15 Mins.: Fri., 10:45 p.m. 

LAND TITLE BANK & TRUST 
ca, 

KYW, Phila. 
Togged out as a column of the 

air, “Inside Philadelphia” features 

locally slanted items, with sports 


and international news added, and 
an insert of a tape recording in- 
terview with some visiting celeb- 


ritv. In charge of the interview is 
Jerry Warren, who limits himselt 
to a few pertinent questions and 


lets the subject give his opinions, 
without interruptions. Self-etface- 
ment of reporter is smart in view 
of calibre of subjects he has bee 


taping. 
On program caught, guest was 
Gen. Hersey, who spoke on prob- 


lem of maintaining an army of 
3,000,000 men and cleared up a 
number of points about the draft, 
of direct interest to majority of 
listeners. Other taped guesis have 
included Vice President Barkley, 


Mme. Pandit, Admiral Nimitz, as 
well as notables in education, 
sports, theatre, music, ete. Taped 
section of show runs approxi- 


mately three minutes. 

Another feature of the program 
is the selection of the Land Title’s 
“Man of the Week,” in which an 
outstanding Philadelphian is cited 
for his contributions to the com- 
munity. Recipients have included 
churchmen, sports headliners, the 
judiciary and entertainers. The 
two commercials are done by War- 
ren and John Franklin and are in- 


stitutional bank copy. stressing the stanza’s 


friendly service and goodwill of 
sponsor. Gagh. 


) by Nelle Fisher and Jerry Ross 


n a father would dissuade 











Tele Followup 
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‘Miss Coca repeated her modeling 
routine. 

| Glenda Farrell did a good job at 
'emceeing and contributed 
|sketch in which Caesar played a 
| director. The Billy Williams 
‘Quartet showed up nicely. Dances 


to a! 
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We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


PALMOLIVE SOAP 
FEENAMINT 
GARRETT WINES 
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PHILIP MORRIS 
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Josephine and they 


Chi Package Outfit Also 





also went over socko and Mar-! 
guerite Piazza scored solidly with | 
her rendition of ““Musetta’s Waltz.” | 
A vocal highlight was Jack Russell 
and choir in a prayer meeting set- | 


ting of “David and Goliath.” The 
Hamilton Trio hit it well with a 
flapper era dance. : 

The preceding Jack Carter 


concentrated heavily on 
sketches with Nancy Andrews as 
the major outsider on the show. 
Fault on this ivpe format lies with 


stanza 


the fact that Carter plays Carter, 
no matter whether it’s Napoleon 
or an underworld character he’s 
portraying With Miss Andrews, 
he did a sketch on the home life 
of a burglar Napoleon == and 


sounded pretty 


much alike There were some 
good moments in all the scenes 
but generally the sketches werent 


ictiments 
level 


and the en 
johnny-one-note 


gent 


were On a 


too bh 


“Faith for Today,” half-hour re- 
ligious program bankrolled ty the 
Seventh Day Adventists on WJZ- 
TV joined the ABC net Sunday 
3) via kinescope in five other Key 


cities in the east and midwest. On 


the ABC flagship since last May, 
the stanza retains its basic format 
of acquainting the public with the 
value of the Bible 

Sunday's program was built 
around a recalcitrant father who 
thought that religion takes away 


His attitude brought 
him into sharp conflict with his 
wife who had no such _ illusions. 
She appealed to her pastor and the 
situation was adjusted by mutual 
understanding 

Incident portrayed appeared to 
be done on a film strip with the 
balance of the airer live action 
Illustration was rather far fetched 
for it hard to believe that 
his chil- 
dren from going to chureh as in 
the scene depicted. Acting of the 
couple was also unconvincing with 
the wife lacking spirit and the 
husband a surly type who mouthed 
such lines as “I don’t need an ab- 
stract deity to tell me what to do.’ 

Reportedly the Advent.sts have 
made an appropriation of $370,000 


one’s liberty. 


seems 


for the TV series. Their idea of 
family relations counsel through 
the Bible is a good one. But it 


could be infinitely more forcetul 
if the examples portrayed were 
better written and better acted. 
Perhaps if some of the budget 
were diverted to bolster these 
weak points, “Faith tor Today 
could gain a wider audience 

Key figure of the program Was 
the Rev. William A. Fagal Plain 
and homespun, he impressed with 
his sincerity in solving the filmed 
problem. In keeping with the 
general tenor were the 
of the Gospel Singers, 


harmonies A 
a male quartet. Viewers were ot- 
fered a tree home Bible corre- 


spondence course and no appeal 
for donations from the public was 
made, unlike some religious pro- 
grams. 





Finding Answers For 
Acute Space Problems 


Chicago. Dec. 5. 

At least a partial solution of the 
troublesome space and_ facilities 
problems facing Chi tele stations 
is being pitched at station execs 
and packagers by the American 
Television Productions, Inc. New 
organization, an adjunct of U. A. 
Sanabria’s American Television en- 
gineering school and manufactur- 
ing outfit, is set up to rent out 
fully equipped studios for rehears- 
als, closed circuit auditions or ac- 
tual telecasting. 

Harold Stokes, ormer Chi ABC 
program director, is general man- 
ager and executive director of the 
service organization, which is also 
developing its own tele packages. 
ATP has shelled out $500,000 
readying its North Side plant for 
video operations. Being offered for 
rental are two studios, one 40x60 
feet, and the other 25x57, equipped 
with cameras and lighting. 

On the packaging side, Stokes 
has worked out 26 half-hour seg- 
ments, complete with seats, of a 
tele series built around the ex- 
ploits of Joseph (Yellow Kid: Weil. . 
ex-con man. Scheduled to be put 
before the camera. next week is 
the first of a projected series of 
30-minute boxing films tailored 
Specifically for teevee. Reels will 
be shot in the Rainbo Arena, using 
amateur boxers. Five briefie elimi- 
nation bouts will be fought during 
the half-hour film, with the four 
losers taking on the winner for a 





“battie royal” windup. 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


President Truman on Monday (4) accepted the first copy of a “Voice 


of Freedom” record album. 


Album consists of one 12-inch, long-play- 


ing record which highlights voices of great Americans, commencing 
with a 1901 talk on Philippine freedom by William Jennings Bryan. 
Others on the platter are President William Howard Taft, Thomas A, 
Edison, Adm. Robert E. Perry, discoverer of the North Pole; Theodore 
Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Amelia Earhart, Will Rogers, Franklin D, 


Roosevelt and President Truman. 
McCormick, NBC commentator. 


Narration bridges are by Robert R, 


Presentation was made by Dr. John Steelman, assistant to Mr. True 
man, and William R. MeAndrew, manager of the NBC radio and TV 


Stations in Washington. 


“Voices of Freedom” was produced by Sol 


Panitz and is released for public sale by Educational Services of Wash- 


ington. 


Cleveland Plain Dealer’s 21st annual poll has been copped by CBS’ 


Arthur Godfrey, 
and best variety show categories 
best network news; Bill 
pense,” best mystery; “Firestone 


Thompson, 
Hour,” 


who won in the favorite program, favorite entertainer 
Other victors were: Lowell Thomas, 


WTAM, 


best 


“Suse 
“Lux 


best local 
musical 


news; 
program; 


Radio Theatre,” best dramatic program; “The Ohio Story,” WTAM, best 
Cleveland program; Guy Lombardo, best orch; Bill Randle, WERE, best 


disk jock; Jimmy Dudley, WERE, 


best 


sports announcer; and “Fairy 


Tale Theatre,” WGAR, best juvenile show. 


Review 


Stated that the series is carried on ‘ 


casting Corp.” Actually, 


of “Ford Theatre of Canada” in 
‘48 stations of the Canadian Broad- 
airer is carried by the Dominion network of 


Nov. 22 issue of VARIETY 


the CBC which is made up of one CBC station (CJBC, Toronto), while 


all the other stations on it are privately owned and operated. 


They 


are incorrectly identified with the CBC because all nets in Canada are 


in the control of the CBC. 
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The competition it provides is ter- 
rific. Even when ball games are 
not being televised, people stay at 
home to see good television shows 
and, in so doing, refuse to spend 
money to attend ball games.” 


Support for Saigh’s stand is 
found in the lrouse-to-house radio 


and TV survey conducted by the 
Boston Braves. One overwhelming 
public opinion was expressed: 

“On a night of poor weather con- 
ditions no matter how good the 
attraction I’d rather stay at home 
and watch the game on television 
than go to the park.” 

William DeWitt, Saigh’s opposite 
number on the St. Louis Browns, 
addressed himself to minor league 
officials bluntly: 

“Major league broadcasts 
hurting your baseball. Springfield, 
Ill., and Springfield, Mo., have be- 
come graveyards for minor league 
ball because of the heavy diet of 
major broadcasts and telecasts.” 

One minor league grave was 
quickly dug in 1949, when baseball 
in Newark, N. J., was assassinated 
by baseball telecasts from nearby 


New York. In 1950, Newark’'s 
neighbor, Jersey City, was made 


ready for the last rites. The first 
complete league to fold expired in 
mid-summer—the Colonial in New 
York and Connecticut. Withdrawal 
of the New York Giants from Tren- 
ton, as they have from Jersey City, 
threatens existence of the Inter- 
State League. Civie pride of Wil- 
mington’s owner, Bob Carpenter, 
of the duPont Carpenters, alone 
prevents withdrawal there and col- 
lapse of the league. 
8,000,000 Attendance Dive 

Prodded by an 6,000,000 dive in 

attendance in 1950, the minors 


| have conducted their own inquiry 


as to the responsibility of radio 
and TV. Preliminary study of ques- 
tionnaires returned from 300 clubs 
to the National Association, blames 
broadcasting as primarily responsi- 
ble. 
Oddly, Robert 


Finch, National 


, Association public relations direc- 


tor, laid no blame for decreased at- 
tendance on television. The associa- 
tion president, George Trautman 
maintains an open mind as to TV, 
as do the majority of major league 
owners. Chicago Cub officials in- 
Sist TV will help baseball in the 
long run, but they are alone as yet 

In the face of red-ink splattered 
ledgers of their “farm” club af- 
filiates—the majors dropped $5.- 
000,000 in operating minor league 
Clubs in 1950, the big leaguers 
hay e adopted the Wait-and-see pol- 
prod aan moving to wring 
every cent possible fr ) ae 
ae I ible from the Ty 

The Pacific Coast 
another example, threatens a ban 
on telecasts unless Ty interests 
come up With “an agreeable finan- 
cial offer.” @lark Griffith, the sole 
major league official up from the 
ranks of player who operates pre- 
cariously as an independent with- 
out Wealthy partners, has doubled 
the ri J price-tag for 1951—to 
$200,000, a sum, he says, required 
to offset concession losses from 
declined attendance. 

But, baseball is not unaware of 
the $800,000 received for televising 


league, for 


jthe world series of 1950—a pipeline 


are 


Baseball Moguls Debate TV 


ZC DL E_a__Eiiii, conunmuead from page 2 ——— a 








that filled its 
reservoir of funds from which play- 


rapidly near-empty 


er pensions are paid. Thus, it is 
understandable that the world se- 
ries and all-star games are exempt- 
ed from the outright ban on broad- 
casts and telecasts that will come 
before the minor league delegates 
on motion of Frank Lawrence, head 
ot the Portsmouth, Va., club of the 
Piedmont League, the same league 
that eyes the World Series TV tuke 
to balance the minors’ books. 

The final outcome appears, with 
each statement, to resemble the 
“plea for sanity” of Joe Reardon, 
director of minor league farms for 
the Philadelphia Phillies. 

“TV,” Reardon “will be a 
piece of furniture in a few years. 
But, until then, and people tire of 
TV, baseball must rot blame out- 
\ saner solution is to con- 
trol the distribution of TV and ra- 
dio, with each major league club 
confining its broadcasts within its 
own State.” 


Says, 


Siders. 
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Inside Stuff—Television | 


The Evangelist, official weekly of the Albany Catholic Diocese anc 
for years outspoken in its comments on radio and motion pictures, | 
declared in an editorial Friday (1) that “an increasing percentage of | 
television shows tend to vulgarity and immodesty.” It added: “Unless | 
the producers of television shows quickly evidence an awareness of their 
responsibility to intelligent and decent-minded people, there is reason 
to believe that some sort of censorship will be invoked. Many TV 
programs are of the highest calibre. Much of the slapstick comedy is 
innocuous. But an increasing percentage of the shows:tend to vul- 
garity and immodesty.” 

Pointing out that television “enters the privacy of millions of Amer- 
fean homes,” The Evangelist urged that ‘care should be exercised to 
present a type of entertainment that is suitable and worthwhile for the 
ever-increasing numbers of children and adults who are video fans. It 
will be of small satisfaction to the TV industry if its sustaining audi- 
ence is limited to those unfortunates who are confined to mental insti- 
tutions.” (The editorial referred to the recent observation by a mental 
hospital superintendent who praised TV an aid to the mentally 
deranged.) 


as 


DuMont television, as the only network to carry Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson's report to the nation last Wednesday night (29), suc- 
ceeded in snaring stations which had been committed to the three 
competing webs for commercial shows. DuMont had “Famous Jury 
Trials” scheduled for the 9 to 9:30 slot that night, sponsored by Chev- 
rolet, with the show being carried by only two stations. Web moved it 
back into the 8:30 to 9 slot. which had previously aired a sustaining 
film show, in order to scan the Acheson speech and, in the process, 
picked up a 29-station hookup for Acheson. 

Remaining 27 outlets were snared on a fairly even basis from NBC’s 
“Kraft Theatre,” CBS’ “Somerset Maugham Theatre” and ABC's “Don 
McNeill Show.” Web also paid the full cable costs to the outlying 
stations, with the stations themselves presumably giving their regular 
sponsors a credit charge for the pre-empted time. Other three webs 
offered as an excuse for their not carrying Acheson the fact that they 
had received an advance text of the speech and believed that it wasn’t 
of sufficient importance to warrant their pre-empting their bankrollers’ 
time. They covered it in their regular newscasts later that same 
evening. 


an 
27 


Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers has -accepted 
RCA prexy Frank M. Folsom’s proposal to award the David Sarnoff 
Gold Medal annually to the engineer making the most outstanding 
contribution to TV. Award is named for the RCA board chairman and, 
according to SMPTE prez Earl I. Sponable, will be presented at the 
society’s annual fall meeting for work in some technical phase of video, 
either in research, development, design, manufacture or operation, or 
in theatre TV. . 

Award will be the counterpart to the society’s Samuel L. Warner 
memorial award, established by Warners several vears ago for out- 
standing contributions in motion picture sound engineering. In addi- 
tion to the gold medal, the Sarnoff award will include a bronze replica 
and a citation. Recipient is to be selected by a special committee, 
which will be appointed each year. 





CBS comic Alan Young, contrary to trade reports, wil) not switch 
origination of his television program from L.A. to N.Y. Young, who 
was in N.Y. over the weekend for huddles with execs of Esso, which 
bankrolls his show in the east, declared that his sponsors are well 
satisfied with the quality of kinescoping turned out by CBS and have 
no objections to his staving on the Coast. Show currently is aired live 
only in L.A. and San Diego and kinescoped for all other markets. 

Young, who now has one of the few bigtime TV shows originating 
from the Coast, believes that neither Hollywood or N.Y. will wind up 
as the video program capital. Unlike other Coastites who see TV 
emigrating to Hollywood within the next few years, he believes there 
is too much talent in the N. Y. area to be brushed off. As a result, he 
predicted programming eventually will level off to the point where 
about half of it will originate from N.Y. and half from Hollywood. 

Kroger’s, incidentally, which sponsors the Young show in a number 
of midwestern markets, picked up its option this week for at least one 
more cycle, 





Variety’s Chart of TV Network Program costs incorrectly listed 
Cobey Ruskin as producer of CBS-TV’s “Star of the Family.” Newt 
Stammer has been producing the airer since its inception. 

“Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” was inadvertently omitted from the Chart. 
The ABC-TV stanza, backed by Schlitz via Young & Rubicam, is pro- 
duced by Edgar Peterson. Weekly nut is $25,000. 





Old Warner Bros. studio on Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood is again 
in the minds of local video stations. CBS, which once had an option on 
the spot, reportedly is still interested. NBC recently viewed the lot as a 
possible headquarters for KNBH activities, and in the past week officials 
of KLAC-TV and KTLA strolled in to look the building over with an eye 
to its television potentialities. Structure now houses radio station 
KFWB and a 52-lane bowling alley. Included in the 10 acres is a bad- 
minton court and parking lot. 





Actress Eva Gabor, besides not missing a performance in a year’s run 
of “Happy Time” on Broadway, has taken over practically the entire 
production job on her weekly television show via WJZ-TV, N. Y. She 
attends auditions to select her own guest talent, does the major share 
of the writing and supervises rehearsals. 


Besides attracting the top performer names and producers and direc- 
tors, television is also attracting some of the top promotion and pub 
relations men in show business. Indicative is Jack Goldstein, who until 
now, has handled Eddie Cantor's personal promotion on an exclusive 
basis. Now that Cantor has wound up his tour of one-nighters, Gold- 
stein is expanding his office to take on other personalities and attrac- 
tions, and is also going into film promotion. 





Baltimore Sunpapers published a 32-page special television section 
Sunday (3), including stories on both the national and local video 
scenes. Paper points out that set circulation in the Maryland metrop- 
olis has hit 250,000 and the city’s three tele stations are now beaming 
about 230 hours of programming weekly. 





TELEPIC EDITORS GET | Pic Trio for Bigelow 
| Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


REGULAR FILM SCALE) Malwa Dee. 8 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. | . weet mes 
av co > dain caliiens _}eam, plucked three picture na 
Pay scale for film editors on tele- | e “Bigelow The- 


pix will be increased Dec. 18 to | for the leads in th : 
equal those Of colleague; working | atre” telecast of “Rewrite for 
on theatrical films. Secale jumps! Povye.” They are Wanda Hendrix, 
from $166.66 for a 48-hour week to} Chiek Chandler and Gig Young. 
$222.21 for 54 hours. , — “y 
Old scale was once used for film| Coming up for filming at Jerry 
editors working on short subjects! Fairbanks is Steve Longstreet s 
at the major studios and was set. “Man From Scotland Yard.” Frank 


vu Javici . , ‘ ° 
P for television two years ago to, Woodruff is directing the half-hour 











enable telefilm producers to get : “ 
Started, _ ” _— é | dramas for Bigelow-Stanford. 


Canadian Tourist Groups 
Urged to Use U.S. Video 
To Hypo Trade Influx 


Ottawa, Dec. 5. 

Use of U. S. television in Can- 
ada’s national and provincial tour- 
ist programs was urged at the an- 
nual federal-provincial tourist in- 
dustry sessions here. Leo Dolan, 
director of the Canadian Govern- 
ment Travel Bureau, told the con- 
ference of plans for his bureau to 
pact for U. S. video space and 
urged the provincial bureaus to do 
the same. Dolan g‘ ve no details of 
the proposed video role in the 
Canada tourist promotion layout, 
but did refer to the providing of 
free 16m films to TV south of the 
border, where they were aired 
without cost, over the past several 
years, not as direct advertisements 
but as travelogs, backgrounds, etc. 
Proposals for the next year call 
for paid TV time. 

Dolan told the conference of the 
success reported on a similar ven- 
ture by N. Y. State last year and 
pointed out the benefits of placing 
Canada’s tourist attractions before 
potential visitors by means of TV. 

Don Mulholland, executive pro-. 
ducer, and W. Arthur Irwin, Cana- | 
dian government film commission- 
er, both of the National Film 
Board, spoke on films for video and 
the use of Canadian films in the- 
atres and 16m outlets. 


Newspaper-Owned 


Vidstations Eye 


Pic-Making for Theatres and TV 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Production of feature - length 
films for initial release to theatres 
and subsequent television use 
being mulled by a newly-formed 
syndicate of 12 newspaper-owned 
television stations. Group expects 
into 


1S 


to go operation next year, 
with a definite schedule of five 
program series solely for tele- 


vision, but details of the projected 
theatre-and-television films still re- | 
main to be worked out. | 





Corporation, represented locally 
by KTTV, has already had pre- 
liminary talks with independent 
film producers Robert Lippert and 
Joe Justman concerning the feasi- 
bility of making films for $40,000 
to $50.000. They would be screened 
in major cities only, the syndi- 
cate believing that negative costs 
could thus be recouped. When the 
break-even point is reached, the 
films would be made available to 
member stations. Producers would 
participate in the profits on a 50-50 
basis. 


Plans for syndicate’s own pro- | 
duction of the television series in- 
volve an operation patterned after 
that of the major film studios. Syn- 
dicate will finance the entire series 
itself and also plans to ink thesps 


to the 
tracts. 

Series, which the syndicate is un- 
able to film itself will be farmed 
out, deals already having been set- 
tled with Roland Reed TV Pro- 
ductions, Consolidated Television 
Productions, Jerry Fairbanks Pro- 
ductions and Hal Roach, Jr. Out- 
side producers will either work 
on a cost-plus basis or make the 
films in return for a percentage 
of the profits with the syndicate 
footing all costs. 


standard seven-year con- 





Williams Leasing 26 ; 
New British Pix for TV 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
U. S. Television rights to 26 new 
British pictures have been ac- 
quired by Renee Williams, who 
will distribute them under the 
banner of Williams Productions. 
Pix will be leased on a flat fee 
basis, depending upon the size of 

the individual markets involved. 
None of the films have ever been 


seen here but some have been 
shown in British theatres. 
Walter Klinger, former tele 


chief of the Paul Kohner Agency, 
is associated with Williams in the 
new outfit. 
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LEADER...in nearly Voth of America 


This is a BIG market — 13,658,000 people (3,611,800 radio families). It's the WLW 
Merchandise-able Area. (330 counties of seven states.) In it, WLW is the LEADER among 


media... WLW reaches 


MORE of its people 


MORE often, to sell 
MORE products for 
MORE advertisers at a 


LOWER cost per impression than any other single medium. 
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New York 20 Chiccge 1 ; 
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Rudolph Reindeer.. Chappell 
| Goodnight Irene . ane Rar 
| c eee Ww or 

STAN KENTON ORCH (19) other years. However, what the — Pee You Leeds 
With Jay Johnson band lacks in actual talent it makes+ Sam's Song Sterling 
Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, up for with freshness and charm. Silver Dollar....... Pic Music 

N. J. Theirs is an over-emphasis at) Autumn Leaves Maurice 

Stan Kenton, who gave up his times on trick arrangements and Xmas in Killarney. ..Connelly 
jazz concert orch a couple of the injection of too much off-the- Ashes of Roses... Connelly 
months ago to form a dance band, cob comedy, which may be neces- Only Saw Him Once Unit 
is still purveying the kind of music sary for the stage shows but dis- Blackbird Box & Cox 
with which he’s been associated tracts from general musicianship. Orange Colored Sky Morris 
for the past = “ short, he Overall approach and showman- | ; 
has not compromised with the com- ship are solid at all times. Guita- | 
monplace even while gearing his a denn Marco has a good pop Second 12 
crew to dish up tempos that are yoice and blends neatly with the Bibbidi Bobbidi Boo. . Disney 
not 0! listenable but danceable husky piping of Ginette Garcin, Tzena Tzena Tzena Leeds 
as we who has been with the orch for If | Loved You Williamson 

The on difference between three years as soloist. Helian. a Bewitched Sterling 
K s new band and his former! former sax player, mixes in with I Taw a Puddy Cat Connelly 
ad organization is the absence the choral groups, does the intros Daddy’s Little Girl Yale 
of t big string section. This has With ease and wields the baton ex- Christmas Wish Reine 
r ited in a loss of versatility and pertly. Band is presently doing a Be Faithful Pickwick 
balance but the distinctiveness of week in Quebec City and, follow- Dream Is Wish Disney 
sivle has been fully retained. This ing_a layoff for a few days, returns Marshmallow World. . Kassner 
is a band that doesn’t look back- to Paris. Newt. English Garden . ...5un 
wards, its sounds being as modern Sentin.ental Me . Cinephonic 
and electrifying as the new ;TOMMY REED ORCH (12) — 
atomic er With Eddie Allyn | * 

Kenton is still playing his con- Aragon Ballroom, Chi t 
cel pertory of special numbers, It’s a feather in the cap of vec ora e 
sui as “Intermission Riff and orchester Tommy Reed to bow at 
“Viva Praco,” in the terpery spots. this highly demanding spot with 
The customers can't two-step tO put a two-month old aggregation. 
this type of music, unless they 80 Part of the bows, however, must ee eC ? a ee 
in for Jazz choreogt A ee pee 8 go to Dick Jurgens, who in a sense 
to! thro In enougl Sta aras F rec im. as “merly ¢ 3 ; , 
with terpable rythms to hold his cea bv toy ae or eink Pr n Board o! directors of t ; meant 
franchise as a dance band. rich supply of orchestrations; and Publishers Protective name. wae aed 
RB is ‘a crew that has nO what new arrangements he has are elected at the annual MPPA gen- 
ll ot ; to speak of equals all flavored after the early Jurgens eral membership meeting last week 
in the da band business. Ken- band. : in New York. Board members in- 
sons rey baggee  3 pent ate em It’s strictly a commercially styled Clude Lester Santly, MPPA prexy, 
te me a longa * cn te unit, with a sharpness and lush dg elorbinge YS bend tg ts 
<sundine outfit. in the business, Dit punchy for droopy dancers. The Louis sernstein, ony deg gee 
Whe > cn pop numbers or on bit punchy for droopy dances. The win H. Morris, Abe Olman, Bvt 

jc ee ae y- five-sax, four-brass, three-rhythm) Mills and Bernard Goodwin. Walter 
his private material Kenton’s crew ae 3 7 : . ba ie co a. ae Dp shair- 
ereates @ specisl kind of exelte setup commands plenty of bounce Douglas continues as MPPA chair 
ment for hepster and square alike. and is a natural for the livelier set. man. 

Ape esc anneal abit] semaine & Maestro himself fronts with tenor Santly’s report to the members 
sontroversial figure. ead. it tee and alto, using the former only on disclosed that sales of sheet music 
doubtedly remains true that some the slower tunes. Good portion of jn racks has not increased in pro- 
Customers won't like the type of a S — 1S the sugary old portien to the. general sales pickup 
excitement in his music. But Ken- re Ragen oven = since July. In order to improve the 


ton’s growing stature as a maestro 
lies precisely in the fast that he 
apparently won't descend to the 
lowest common denominator. His 
music, like a modern longhair 
work, is often difficult to grasp, 
but when it is understood, the im- 


in 
of 


tic 


arranged to include current pops 


few rhumbas. Latins, though in for 
only a light going-over, are par- 


authentic rhumbaddicts. 


situation, Douglas huddled with the 
International Circulation Co., 
which handles distribution to the 
racks, on the problem of dressing 
up the racks and putting them in 
better store locations. 

Prez report also covered the 


the slow two-beat idiom, some 
the more solid standards, and a 


ularly good but not for the most 


act is possibly. far deeper than _— nic infringe 

achieved by any other denen band Group appears understaffed in flock of copyright infringe pre 

now in the field. the vocal department, and a bit suits brought by pubs this yea 
Kenton’s outfit comprises a su-| Shy of novelty appeal for the and_ efforts of the industry-wide 


perlative group of sidemen, many 
of whom are holdovers from his 
concert crew. Standout is May- 
nard Ferguson, lead in the five- 
man trumpet section, whose riffs 
in the horn's upper register are of 
an extraordinary technique. Also, 
Shelly Manne on drums, Milt Bern- 
hart on trombone, Art Pepper on 
sax and Shorty Rogers on trumpet, 
latter also creating many of the 
band’s arrangements. Rest of the) 


aggregaton, comprising five on! yo 
trumpet, trombone and sax with! 


four on rhythm, play with remark- | 
able precision despite the intricacy 
of Kenton’s orchestrations. 





with a femme trio sharpening 
choral numbers and Ginette Gar- 
cin doing the single chirp shots. 
_Helian formed present outfit 
right after the war, and over the 
past six 


IX vears he has built 
following 


throughout 
radio. one-nighters, 
here in 


a big 
Europe 
. concerts and 
hi French Canada through 
Ms many Columbia platters h 
band’s first film, “Pigalle St 
Main Des Pres,” 
ing Paris. 
Instrumenta} solos show 
inite American influence, and oc- 
casional bop chords and jive ses- 
sions, although well-handile 








via 


The 
; Ger- 
is Currently play- 


Jay Johnson, vocalist with the | aie a sit ee , ne a a Ps Mag ohm i ~ of 
oa . — > ° the oon,” “House o inging 
ee since the departure of June | VARIETY C Week of Dec. 2 | Bamboo.” “Singing in the ne 
sty, promises to be another $4044 Ss 0 ers on oiln- ac mes ¥ “ A ” 
standout Kenton discovery. Equip- | ee Wee corereooecosooes and Why Is Love So Crazy. 
ped with a fine baritone, Johnson | ; | Adolph Deutsch batons the studio 
bandies ballads such os “Wau'se | 1. TENNESSEE WALTZ (2) (Acuff-R) ........cccecceeeeeess Patti Page Wirt... > 4... ors ee el aia 
é es allads_§ as” Ure | . , ; i | @ ere 
Blase and September ; with fine | 2. THE THING (2) (Hollis) (ondhesekseodseisionss Fe 6660640043 ETO } Platter Pointers 
one Peo Remy gions —— 3. ALL MY LOVE (13) (Mills) eT POET ET TTT Oe i os cgeeess  eereury ' wg» oe neatly vocals “Till 
thet bi, rf . er | 4. HARBOR LIGHTS (7) (Chappell) ..........cccescccsseeses S ere lumbi Met You” and “Every Day,” with 
ollie bse the Kenton in- | PP ' aun i od ; Co othe - composer M redith Willson baton- 
al framework, although} 2 5, NEVERTHELESS (5) (Chappell) .......... (eshacesessseesnst ae ee reror } ing (Decca) . . . Vie Damone has 
not as esoteric. Herm, ; , | Mills Bros. reese. Decca a cute side -im~ “Possibilities” ' 
JACQUES HEI IAN Orch (16) 6. CAN ANYONE EXPLAIN (14) (Valando) 6460866624 eee Ames Bros. Coral + (Mercury) ee Gracie Fields’ style 
With Ginetta Gasein, Loe tatbenes 7. ORANGE COLORED SKY (6) (Frank) ...../............++. King Cole-Stan Kenton Capitol cng A yg hy brag gat 
] a » et - ‘ ats i —_— : ay F S but no e _ > 
ot Deas Tees. Mancee nn 8. ILL NEVER BE FREE (10) (Valando) ........cccccecevcecs rake rye! Tenn, Ernie —— oe —- a — Jeffries, 
Since nt rbis g, t 9. THIN 2 : , on Cherry ey ee ecca vocalling in front of his own orch, 
2.500-seat theatre has been “click- INKING OF YOU (2) (Remick tteeeeeeceecceeees) Eddie Fisher.....0c......Victor has etched a flock of standards for 
big-name French acts to bolster | 4 20 WLL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (3) (Famous) .............. ++. Dean Martin .......... Capitol 3) ~ si ig = ‘Things Re- 
ic offerings. Biggest draw to date | A . mind "Me of is . " 
has — - Jacques Helian orch, Second Ci oup |Rose”... Victor Yous Mi pd | 
1 a hefty rep preceding their , 'a couple of hi igi i - 
entry into Montreal through their | ¥ THIRSTY FOR YOUR KISSES (Mutual) ssbenensiaven ae , <li pbpeEe ae from the score of the Para: 
a sf recor¢ Ings. : +e ee eens ecca mo s “< . ” 
ofan formula is a combination TO THINK YOU'VE CHOSEN ME (Valando)................... Eddy Howard ......... Mercury %|(Deeea)es” . peengn and Delilah’ 
f the Fred Waring choral tech- {| Ames Bros. ; Coral couple of moderately good sides 
ge Theta ner te ee Pee TEs CRUD) 5ooivnc ccc tac ccc dices + 6466606 60660668066866068% ) Louis Prima ...... Robin Hood | ~ Mer pew gr | Me in Your 
ie On6 | cell : ' Dreams’ and * - 
drive and flash of the Woody Her-| J GOODNIGHT IRENE (17) (Spencer) ........000ssesceseseeeeee | Gordon Jenkins Weavers. Decca $|lumbia) . . . Joe Vigna ‘Trio and 
ee. Five saxes, featuring (Frank Sinatri ...... Columbia 2 \vocal group do nicely on “You'll 
by Woody fenmete trumpets, led) 2 MONA LISA (20) (Paramount) ..... pest dnerseescesoecneeecsces tO EE Capitol $ Go Wild” (Adam) . . . Tony Ben- 
he gg uae Gaara na Victor Young ........... Decca nett on a blues and rhythm kick 
ano and guitar make es ess P| $ LA VIE EN ROSE (13) (Harms) ..........cccccececeeseeeeseees Tony Murti Victor $ | With One Lie Leads to Another 
+ 


+ 
+ 
D4 
a def- t 
+ 
. 


d, have} 


@ familiar ring of other bands ID | FHPFHOPEPPFEPSFESFOFIOFIEFIOSE FSF SSSS FFFEFEDFOESFOFOOESOPESPESES ES ED EF EbE60- 


strictly ballroom spots. Reed has 
whipped up some gleeclub work 
for change of pace, but it’s still 
‘shy of demands. 
handled by Eddie Allyn in okay 
fashion. 
lively fronting antics, is an added 
selling factor. But a femme piper 
would be most in order. 


Wilcox orch to its talent roster. 


| Arthur Godfrey talent contest. 


public relations committee, which 
was set up during the summer to 
promote sheet music sales. Santly 
also disclosed that MPPA and Lo- 
(eal 802, American Federation of 
| Musicians, had reached a tentative 
agreement on a union pact cover- 
ing arrangers, copyists and piano 
| demonstrators. 


Vocal work is 


And Reed, with some 


Mel. 








Abbey Signs Mengo, Wilcox 


Abbey Records, N. Y., has added | 
calist Tony Mengo and the Eddie 


Garber’s Daughter to Wed , 
stress with Jan Garber’s orch to 
. |} get married. 
Mengo is former winner of an_ blessing, though; she’s his daughter. 
No replacement set yet. 





j 
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A BUSHEL AND A PECK (Morris) ..... 


PATRICIA (BVC) ‘ weer Teer 
DREAM A LITTLE DREAM (Words & Music) 


sew eeeeneeeeeeetee 


eeweeeee eevee eete 


MUSIC MAESTRO PLEASE (6) (Bourne) 


j 
‘! 


seeeteeeoereseeseeeeeeeeere 


OUR LADY OF FATIMA (Robbins) . 


PETITE WALTZ (Duchess) ed on 
BONAPARTE’S RETREAT (10) (Acuff-R) 
MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (Massey) 
MARSHMALLOW WORLD (Shapiro-B) 


 *#e eee eee eraeeeeeeoeeees 


ee eee eee ee eeeeeeees 


LFigures tn parentheses tndicate number 0] weeks song has been im the Top 10.) 


' Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Weed ending Nov. 25) 
London, Nov. 28. 


Kitty Thomas has exited as song- | 


She’s got Garber’s | 





Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD 


| Vic Damone: “My Heart Cries; You’-“You Love Me” (M-G-M), 
‘for You"-“Music By the Angels” | This version of “Cries for You” is 
(Mercury). A sock coupling with a mistake. It’s a case of a fine 
Damone delivering in hit style on tune and a good singer being mis- 
both decks. “Cries for You” is| matched. Farrell does much bet- 
sold via a neat, lilting rendition | ter on “Love Me,” delivering with 
that captures the simple folk spirit a good beat. Russ Case orch ac- 














of this excellent number. Equally | comps. 

standout tune on the reverse Connie MHaines-Martha Tilton: 
switches to a powerful dramatic “Nobody’s Chasing Me’-“That’s a 
|'atmosphere for a_ big payoff. Man, Everytime” (Coral). Femme 
George Sirabo’s instrumental back-| duo sling up a cute cut of the 
ground is particularly effective on Cole Porter show tune and it 


might catch up with the flock of 
other versions on the market. Flip- 
over is in a similar mood but the 
number lacks musical substance. 
George Cates batons. 

Anne Shelton: “Some of These 
Days’’-““After You’ve Gone” (Lon- 
don). A surprise platter with Brit- 
ish ballad stylist Anne Shelton 
giving out on a couple of blues 
numbers in lowdown style. Song- 
stress shows real command of the 
jazz idiom and delivers both stand- 
ards with plenty of kicks. Excellent 
instrumental background by a fine 
group of jazzmen. 

Nature Boy Orch: “End of De- 
sire’’-"California’ (Mercury). Two 
weird numbers by eden abhez, com- 
poser of “Nature Boy.” It’s difficult 
to tell, however, whether the 
weirdness is inherent in the num- 
bers or a result of the strange, 
strangulated vocals by Bobby 
Please. This disk may be fantastic 
enough to catch on. Good orch 
background with the enigmatic bill- 
ing adding to the general mystery. 

Les Brown Orch: “Slaughter on 
Tenth Avenue” (Columbia). This 
is an excellent instrumental cut of 
the Rodgers & Hart number. In 
this two-sided version, Brown dis- 
plays unusual orchestral color and 
variation to carry this mood piece 
for the full six-minutes. Jocks can 
spin it for a good change-of-pace. 

Tom Glazer: “Little Bitty Baby’ 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas” 
(Young People’s Records). Al- 
though originally slanted as a holi- 
day juve item, “Baby” has enough 
strength to rate in the pop market. 
Tune is a fine old religious tune 
which folk balladeer Glazer ren- 
ders effectively against a good 
choral background. Flipover is in 
a similar vein and rates spins also. 


Album Reviews 

Esther Williams- Howard Keel: 
“Pagan Love Song’ (M-G-M), 
From the soundtrack of the Metro 
/pic, “Pagan Love Song,” M-G-M 
Records has packaged a fair film 
score album. Five out of the six 
numbers in this set were cleffed 
by Harry Warren and Arthur 
Freed, latter having coilaborated 
on the old standard title tune with 
Nacio Herb Brown. Howard Keel’s 
strong baritone registers far more 
effectively in this set than Esther 
Williams’ thin pipes. None of the 
new tunes, moreover, can compare 
'with the familiar title song. Other 
numbers included in this set are 


“Angels.” 

Doris Day: “You Love Me”-“Ten 
Thousand Four Hundred Thirty- 
Two Sheep” (Columbia). Two 
tunes in contrasting moods from 
the Warner Bros. pic, “The West 
Point Story.” “Love Me” is a fine 
| ballad that Miss Day vocals in su- 
perlative manner. This side will 
climb. Flipover is a rhythm item 
with a couple of cute ideas but it 
doesn’t stand up. Frank Com- 
stock orch and vocal quartet ac- 
comp. 

Bill Snyder Orch: “The Night Is 
‘oung’-""“Me and My Shadow” 
(London). Snyder, who launched 
the revival of “Bewitched” earlier 
this year, uses the same excellent 
keyboard technique on “Night Is 
Young,” a great standard that’s be- 
ginning to step out anew. This 
side rates plenty of jock and juke 
spins. Standard on the flip gets 
a similar tasteful treatment by the 
piano-strings combo in Snyder's 
orch. 

Benny Fields: ‘For Me and My 
Gal’-“Lullaby - of Broadway” 
(M-G-M). Two standards by the 
veteran minstrel man, Benny 
Fields, who sells a song with a feel 
and flourish that’s part of a great 
show business era. Fields’ pipes 
register strongly on these sides and 
those stylistic similarities to the 
late Al Jolson increase the nostal- 
gic impact. Fields-is specially ef- 
fective on “Broadway” with fine 
support from the Jud Conlon 
Singers and LeRoy Holmes’ orch. 

Tony Martin: ‘Tell Me Tonight’’- 
“The Sea of the Moon” (Victor). 
“Tonight,” a semi-classical stand- 
ard, gets one of Martin’s round- 
toned, near-cperatic treatments 
with a heavy coating of romance. 
This side, however, is slightly 
overdone for best results. ‘‘Moon,” | 
from the Metro pic, “Pagan Love 
Song,” is in a more commercial 
groove with Martin selling with his 
usual adeptness. Henri Rene orch 
backs up. 

Les Baxter: ‘Somewhere, Some- 
how, Someday”-""Tambarina” (Capi- 
tol). With this richly textured 
version of “Somewhere,” Les Bax- 

|ter can take his place among the 
| handful of top arrangers in the 
| business. This is a brilliantly ex- 
'ecuted side with orch and chorus 
used on this ballad for maximum 
effect. It stands up under repeated 
spins. Reverse is handled with 
verve and color. 
‘Bill Farrell: “My Heart Cries for 


” « 


,and “Don't Cry, Baby” (Columbia) 


Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol |... Teddy Tyle orch delivers nicely 


Betty Hutton Perry Comy..Victor ~ | on “Keep Your Eyes on the Stars,” 
Perry Como ......... Victor } Jerry A... yoosivas ry 
“4 |... . Frankie Carle has a_ highly 
arene Laine ........ Mercury listenable instrumental in “Powder 
Frankie Laine..... Mercury Blue” (Victor) . .. David Rose orch 
Tony Martin ........ Victor }\glistens on “An American in 
Kitty Kallen-R. Hayes Mercury ~ | Paris” and “Liza” for M-G-M.. . 
Red Foley ........... Decca { | Henry Jerome orch has a cute ver- 
‘sion of “Auld Lang Syne” for 

Guy Lombardc ......... Decca ¢ | London. 
ee Capitol | Rg — pet wee _—. 
. 11 oe n ‘rhythm, polka, religious, etc.: 
Guy Mitcheli-M. Miller Columbia Ozie Waters, “It Is No Secret’ 
Vaughn Monroe ......-. Victor (Coral) ... Joa: Shaw, “If You've 


Got the Time, I’ve Got the Time” 
| (M-G-M) ... Gene Autry, “Rose- 
Colored Memories” (Columbia). 
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Peace, Wasnt It Wonderful?; = 


Local 802 Election Nest Explodes 





As expected, the unnatural quiet + 


of the current New York Local 802 
election battle exploded into a 
round-robin of name-calling, de- 


nunciations and manifestos on the | 


eve of the local American Federa- | 
tion of Musicians balloting tomor- | 
row (Thurs.). All factions, more- 
over. are confidently elaiming overs 
whelming victories for their can- 
didates. 


Main focal point for the height- 
ened activity this week is the 
charge by the opposition Unity 
ticket, headed by William Fein- 
berg, that the administration’s 
rental of certain voting machines 


represented wasted money. Unity 
supporters played up this charge 
in a last-ditch effort to split the 
ranks of the administration's Blue 
ticket. 

Unity specifically charged the lo- 
eal’s leadership with paying $275 
rental per voting machine which, 
allegedly, was tar from being the 
lowest rental price the union was 


able to obtain. With the alleged 
increase rentals spread over 80 
machines, Unity charged the ad- 


ministration with wasting several 
thousand dollars oz the union’s ex- 
chequer. 


Blue ticket leaders wasted little 
time in denying the charges and 
hurling some charges of its own 
against Feinberg, who resigned as 
the local’s exec secretary in 1946, 
Re the voting machines, Blue tick- 
et execs stated that the rental 

‘Continued on page 44) 


Garner Boff at Piano 
But Town Hall B.0. NG 
In One-Night Concert 


Erroll Garner, young Negro 
pianist who has gained a consider- 
able rep on the cafe circuit as a 
stylist, hit the concert trail in New 
York’s Town Hall Saturday night 
(2) with a jazz recital that was a 
success artistically, but a_ flop 
financially. At a $3.60 top, the 1.- 
oU00sseater auditorium was slightly 
more than half-filled, the disap-, 
pointing boxoffice resulting from a 
snafu in the arrangements of sev- 
eral Negro organizations that were 
slated to attend. 

Garner, however, was in his best 
form, intimidated by neither the 
empty seats nor the formal atmo- 
sphere of the longhair auditorium. | 
Backed by the superlative rhythm 
team of Shadow Wilson on drums 
and John Simmons on bass, Gar- 
ner delivered a 90-minute program 
of standards and originals with a| 
flawless technique and his natu-| 
rally inventive style. | 

Garner played with-a two-sided 
attack. On the rhythm numbers. 
in which he excels. the tunes were 
hammered out -with a powerful 
beat over which Garner elaborated 
the melody while playing rhythmie 
tag in racing ahead and lagging 
behind the beat. On the ballads, 
however, Garner played with an 
atmospheric impressionism — that 
stemmed from Debussy, although 
Garner's conditioning by the clas- 
sics is limited by his inability to- 
read music. 

Garner was standout on = such 
numbers as “When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home Again,” “Frankie 





and Johnnie.” “This Can't Be 
Love” and “Spring Is Here.” He 
played three sets, one of which 


was done without accompaniment. | 


After several encores, he still had 
to beg off. Herm. 


KIRBY IN COMEBACK 
WITH SMALL ORCH 





John Kirby former small-combo , 


Maestro, is "eadying a comeback 


With original band in New York | 
With a concert at Carnegie Hall 


Dec. 22. Juanita Hall, who handles | 
the | 


the “Bloody 
Broadway legit musical, 
Pacifie,” will co-headline. The 
Orioles, in their first N. Y. date 
Since the recent car accident which 
killed a member of the grovp, will 
also appear. 

Kirby's outfit, currently playing 


in 
“South 


Mary” role 


a three-week date at the Colonial , 


Inn, Montreal, includes Charli 
Shavers on trumpet, Buster Bailey, 
clarinet; Billy Kyle, piano; Sid 
Catlett, drums: Russell Procope, 
alto sax, and Kirby, bass. 


KATE SMITH SIGNED 
BY NAT'L RECORDS 


Kate Smith who has been in- 
active on disks for several years, 
returns to singing on wax via an 
exclusive pact with National 
ords, Miss Smith in 
the field follows her com- 
mercial video show on NBC which 
bowed in last September. 


Rec- 
Re-entry of 


record 


Miss Smith's initial releases will 
be “Little Bitty Baby,” backed by 
“The Same Lord,” and two hymns, | 
“Ave Maria’ and “The 
Prayer.” 


Lord’s | 





Pay for Remotes 


Asked by 802 
Of TV Stations 


Local 802, American Federation 
of Musicians, is hitting video sta- 
tions with a demand for extra toot- 
er pay on remote pickups even 
where the music is incidental to 


| the program. Demand raises a cru- 
| cial 
; affect all future programming out- 


economic problem that may 


side the studios. 


Dispute between the musicians’ 


local and two video stations, WPIX 


/ and WABD in N.Y., arose over the 


pickup of the horse show in Madi- 
son Square Garden recently. While 
the union claimed that music was 


broadcast from the Garden, the 
stations said it was “accidental” 
and “incidental.” DuMont execs, 


operators of WABD, also claimed 
that they had a blanket contract 
with the Garden to broadcast all 
Saturday night events irrespective 
of any musicians who appeared in 
these events. 

Local 802, however, has rejected 
the stations’ explanations and has 
demanded that WPIX pay $15,000 
for musicians’ services, with an ad- 
ditional $3,900 rap against DuMont. | 
Both stations have been instructed 
to pay these sums by this week ng 
face being put on the “unfair list.” 


Beneke Quits RCA 
Over Flanagan Upbeat 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

After 14 months of trying, Tex 
Beneke finally secured his release 
from RCA-Victor. He's currently 
without a platter commitment. 

Band manager Don Haynes has 
been working on the release ever 
since RCA _ started to build up 
Ralph Flanagan, who, like Meneke, 
follows the old Glenn Miller style. 
Miller joined RCA on the Blue- 
bird label in 1939. Beneke, who 
was a-member of the band at that 
time and staved with the maestro 
until his wartime death, slipped 
into the RCA: spot after the war 
when Beneke picked up the Miller 
baton. 


Storm Cancels Week Of 
Sammy Kaye in Pa. 


Sammy Kaye’s orch was ¢Can- 
‘celled out of a week-long engage- 
‘ment at the Vogue Terrace, Mc- 
| Keesport, Pa., as a result of the 
| Thanksgiving weekend storm. It 
/was originally thought that date. 
which was scheduled to start the 
Monday following the storm ‘Nov. 
,27). would begin the following day. 
But. poor conditions made fulfill- 
ment of the stand impossible. 
Band was also cancelled out of 
'a date in Johnstown, Pa., Monday 
(4) as a direct result of the storm. 











Lawrence Cancels 

Pittsburgh, Dee. 5. 
A. one-niter scheduled to be 
played at Pittsburgh U. Friday (1) 
by Elliot Lawrence's orch was 
postponed because of difficulties 
brought on by the storm that hit 
the eastern seaboard the weekend 
‘before last. Engagement has been 
put back to Monday (11) A date 
‘in Gallitzin, Pa., Saturday (2) was 
also cancelled because of poor con- 

| ditions resulting from the storin. 


' from 


Package Album Of 
Dorothy Parker Works 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Album of readings of Dorothy 
2arker short stories and poems is 
being packaged by indie publicist 
Stan Musgrove, who is lining up 
six stage and screen actresses to 
share the reading chore with Miss 
Parker. Deal is being negotiated 
with RCA Victor for waxing and 
distribution. 


Stories selected are “The Waltz.” | 


“A Telephone Call.” “You Were 
Perfectly Fine,” “The Last Tea,” 
“Just a Little One,” “The Little 
Hours,” “From the Diary of a New 
York Lady.” “Cousin Larry” and 


“Sentiments.” 


Glaser Snares 


Carle From GAC 


Associated Booking Corp. snared 
the Frankie Carle orch from Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. last week on a 
three-year booking deal. Joe 
Glaser, ABC chief, got Carle after 
outbidding GAC. Music Corp. of 
America, and Willard Alexander, 
all of whom had been making over- 





tures to the bandleader for the 
past few months. 
Carle, who had beén with GAC 


for seven years prior to this switch, 
had been inked to an unusual deal 
by GAC in 1943 under which 
was guaranteed $250,000 annually. 
It’s estimated, however, that Carle 
has been consistently grossing 
about $500,000 per year on one- 
niter and location dates. 

Carle’s moveover to Glaser’s fold 
follows his switch earlier this year 
Columbia Records to RCA 
Victor, where the bandleader re- 
joined RCA’s artists relations chief 
Manie Sacks, who _ originally 
launched the Carle orch. One of 
the top piano album sellers. Carle 
has sold over 50.000.000 disks un- 
der the Columbia and Victor la- 
bels. Carle cashed in on his disk 
acceptance by launching his band 
on the road afterwards. 

Composer-bandleader returns for 
his eighth annual stand at the Ho- 
tel Statler’s Cafe Rouge, N. Y., Dec. 
28; he set the house’s standing rec- 
ord there seven years ago. 


RCA STRIKERS RETURN 
IN 5% COMPROMISE 


Philadelphia, Dee. 5. 

Technical workers at RCA Vic- 
tor Division of RCA who have been 
on strike since Thursday (30) 
voted Sunday (3) to accept the 
company’s compromise offer and re- 
turn to their jobs. 

Walter L. Holt, president of Lo- 





cal 241, Federation of Technical 
Engineers, Architects and Drafts- 
men, said the 450 striking em- 


ployees would regeive a 5%o in- 
crease, retroactive to Nov. 27. The 


original demand was for 10%. 
Holt also said that an additional 
:3°o woula be added to the maxi- 


mum of rate ranges; and on Aug. 1, 
1951, an. additional 4° would be 
added to the maximum of all rate 
ranges. The average increase, Holt 
said, was more than 10 cents an 
hour, effective immediately, and 
more than 18 cents an hour when 
the maximum of rate range has 
been achieved. 

In addition the worker and his 
family will receive hospitalization 
and surgical) expenses under the 
new contract, which runs ‘to June, 
1953. with a vage reopening 
clause effective June, 1952. The 
company also agreed to pay a flat 
$3 an hour overtime ‘o men mak- 
ing more than $6,000 a year, 


Garber Set Solidly 
Through Sept., 1Su: 


Polivwood, Dec. 5. 
Jan Garber orclh: has been booked 
solidly for the first nine months 
of 1951, teeing off his activity with 
a two-week date at the Steak 
House, Jackson. Miss., Jan. 22. at 


$3,000 per week. He follows this 
with four weeks at the Hotel 
Roosevelt. New Orleans, at $4.250 
per frame. 

Shortest money of the period 
comes during an eight-week stay 
at the Statler, New York. starting 
Mareh 22. with the band snaring 


62.500 per week. After the Statler 
date, Garber opens the season at 
Virginia Beach for an_ indefinite 


jstand at $5500 per stanza. 


he | 


Romberg Urges ASCAP Income Ceiling, 
‘Difference Going to Hard-Hit Members 


+ 





v 


MANIE SACKS NAMED 
|. RCA V.P. BY BOARD 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 
been 

America, 
the 


Manie 
V.p. 


Sacks has named 


Radio 
following a 


of Corp. of 


meeting of board 
directors. 


Sacks joined 


of 
RCA 


artists 


Feb. 1, 1950, 
as director relations for 
RCA-Victor. that 


post he was associated for 10 years 


of 


fJefore taking 


with the recording industry, han- 
dling artists and repertoire for Co- 
Prior to that he 
served for seven years with Music 
Corp. of America. 


Govt. Gives Nod 
If ASCAP Wants 


Payoff Revision 


The Department of Justice has 
given an official greenlight to the 
American Society Composers, 
Authors and Publishers in the so- 
ciety’s attempt to formulate a modi- 
fication of the new writer distribu- 
tion plan. Go-ahead signal came in 
a letter from William 
Underhill, acting assistant attorney 
general. in reply to a telegram by 
Bene Russell. a writer member of 
ASCAP. 

Underhill wrot:: 

“The distribution of revenues to 
the writer members of ASCAP 
has taken place pursuant to a 
formula adopied by the society it- 
self, which this department has 
neither appr«c ved nor disapproved. 
Our interest im the operation of 
the distribution plan is in seeing 
to it that minimum standards of 
objectivity and fairness in the dis- 
‘tribution of ASCAP revenues laid 
down in Section 11 of the Final 
Judgment against ASCAP are com- 
plied with 

“Therefore. anv program adopted 
by ASCAP for the distribution of 
revenues which is in conformity 
with the standards set out in the 
judgment is not within our offi- 
cial jurisdiction. It is our sugges- 
tion that the problem is one which 
should in the first instance be re- 
solved by precedures adopted by 
the organizat.on itself.” 

While it had been more or less 
understood the D of J would okay 
some modification of the new plan, 
this was the first official public 
word on the metter. ASCAP offi- 
cials had informally broached the 
matter to the department, and had 
received off-the-record assurances 
that they could go ahead with a 
modified plan. 

Underhill’s letier, however. puts 
the matter on a legal basis. 


. = =| 

Opera, Disk Bicycle Sked 
‘ ° - 

Set by Dorothy Kirsten 

Dorothy Kirsten has been on 
bicycle since her return from the 
Coast weeks The 
singer had the lead in two “Tra- 
viatas” and two “Manon Lescauts”’ 
at the Met Opera, for four per- 
formances within eight days, in ad- 
dition to daily rehearsals. She 
sung the. lead “Madame bBut- 
terfly’” with an opera group in 
Hartford last week, and will 
do the first “Faust” with the Met 
Dec. 12. as well as several Decem- 
ber performances in the new Met 
“Fledermaus.” 

Soprano is skedded for an ap- 
pearance on the Danny Thomas 
TV show tonight ‘6). She’s also re- 
cording an album of Jcrome Kern 
songs “ith Perey Faith and orch 
for Columbia. this month, to 
be followed soon after by an 
album of Puccini arias. She'll 
also sing opera in New Orleans 
and appear in several recitals he- 
fore returning to the Coast In 
February. Singer finished a stint 
this fall co-star with Mario 
Lanza in Metro’s “The Great Ca- 
ruso.” and may do another pic this 
| winter. 


lumbia Records. 
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several ago. 
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Describing the impact of the new 
; American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers writer dis- 
tribution plan upon older writers 
as “unfortunate,” Sigmund Rom- 
'berg said last week he favors the 
imposition of a ceiling on the in- 
come of the top writers, and dis- 
tribution of the coin resulting from 


this ceiling to the more hard-hit 
writers in ASCAP. The composer 
emphasized that he spoke as a 


rank-and-file’? member of ASCAP, 
not as an officer of the Songwrit- 


ers Protective Assn., of which he 
is president 
Romberg said some adjustment 


of the present situation is neces- 
sary, but frankly admitted he had 
no exact solution to the problem. 
He pointed out that something 
must be done for those whose 
“great contributions” to ASCAP 
are not frequently played today. 
Plan for a celing has been sug- 
gested by other writers. Romberg, 
like them, points out that most of 
the increased income they get will 
be taken away in taxes, so why not 
have it put back into ASCAP for 
those writers who really need it? 
As to the exact disposition of any 
monies returned from the top writ- 
ers to ASCAP, Romberg feels that 


a carefu) plan should be worked 
out so that distribution is not 
Strictly on a charity basis. Other 


plans call for return of the coin to 
the general distribution fund. Rom- 
berg. however, feels better use 
might be made of it in direct dis- 
tribution to needy writers. 


Seek to Balk Illegal 
. Dubbing in Philippines 
And Label Switches 


Music publisher agent and trus- 
tee Harry Fox has appealed to the 
Philippine consulate in New York 
to secure action in stopping an 
American who is allegedly dubbing 
American disks and shipping them 
here from the Philippines on his 
own label. Fox said this week 
the consulate has offered its com- 
plete cooperation to stop the prac- 
tice. 


According to Fox, War Perkins, 
an American, operated his dub- 
bing business on the Coast, then 


fled to the Philippines after legal 
authorities started to close in. He 
allegedly dubs hit records onto his 
Milstone label, which he then dis- 
tributes in this country. Fox says 
his latest dubbing is that of Patti 
Page's etching of “All My Love,” 
complete to Mercury's record in- 
dex number. 


PAXTON, SHRIBMAN, 
TROTTA SPLIT FIRM 


George Paxton, Joe Shribman 
and Charles Trotta last week 
broke up their partnership in Pax- 
ton’ Music, N. Y., with Shribman 
and Trotta deciding to form their 





own Roger Music company 
(ASCAP). 

Copyrights in Paxton Music, 
which was formed a couple of 
vears ago, have been split, with 
Shribman and Trotta taking 


“There's No Tomorrow.” “She's a 


Lady.” “Mr. Touchdown,” and 
others, and Paxton retaining 
“Count Every Star,” “Punky 
Pumpkin.” “Il Wanna Go Home” 
and others. 

Splitup was described as ami- 


cable and due to a policy disagree- 
ment. Paxton, who is said to have 
owned 50%. of the firm. will re- 
tain the present staff, offices and 
the firm name. 


Janssen Pacted By 
Columbia Records 


Werner Janssen, maestro of the 
Los Antetcs symphony orch, has 
been inked to an exclusive pact by 
Columbia Records. With Janssen’s 
sddition to the longhair divis‘on, 
Columbia has three maior U. S. 
symp's under contract. Others are 
the New York Philharmonic and 
the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Janssen formerly work:d = for 
RCA Victor and. more recentty, 
Capitol Telefunken. 





Joe DPe'aney. London Records 
cuales chief. p'°ned to Boston over 
last weekend for buddles with his 
New England distribs. 
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Launching of a new public relations policy by the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publishers may be signalled by the Robert 
M. Yoder article on “Tin Pan Alley’s Wonderful Monopoly” in the Nov. 
25 issue of the Saturday Evening Post. Mag piece, apparently written 
with the cooperation and blessing of ASCAP execs, is seen represent- 
ing a reversal of the clam-up attitude towards the press which has 
been prevalent in the Society for the past several years. Yoder's 
article traces the history and activities of ASCAP up to the anti-trust 
consent decree. The actua! operation of the new 60-20-20 distribution 
svstem. however, makes several of Yoder’s conclusions obsolete, espe- 
cially his comments that ASCAP payments are a permanent source of 
income to cleffers. 

Interest of the national mags in Tin Pan Alley is also indicated in 
the piece on songwriter Harry Warren in the Dec 2 issue of Collier's 
by Lloyd Shearer. Warren, one of Hollywood's top cleffers, is tagged 
as the least publicized writer of hit tunes in the business. “I’ve had 
so much publicity,” Warren is quoted, “that not even my best friends 
have ever heard of me.” 

Saul Bourne’s publishing firms, Bourne, Inc., and ABC Music, have 
undergone more personnel changes in the professional departments in 
he couple of months, since Larry Spier has been with them as general 
professional manager, than have taken place in the past several years. 
Latest change was the dropping of ABC New York contactman, Charlie 
MacGregor, last week after only two months with the firm. 

The previous week, Bourne's Chicago office was shuttered tem- 
porarily and Hank Markbreit, vet Chi contactman, dropped. Prior to 
that, Mike Gould, longtime Bourne Coast. contactman, was dropped 
after Eddie Shaw was installed as ABC rep. Another change was the 
resignation a couple of months ago of Lee Finburgh as Bourne pro- 
fessional manager and production chief for both firms, shortly after 
Spier merged his catalog with ABC’s. 

The recording release date sweepstakes reached a_ near-ludicrous 
point last week when two diskeries jumped the release date in their 
recordings of a standard. Jack Robbins’ Words & Music has set a cam- 
paign on “The Night Is Young,’ and has received coverage from most 
of the majors for Jan. 1 release. Last week, though, Capitol and 
London jumped the gun by releasing their Ray Anthony and Bill Snyder 
versions, respectively. 

Billy Rose, one of the writers of ‘Night.’ 
action in past months on his work. Supreme Music made a hit out of 
“IT Wanna Be Loved,’ which he wrote in 1932 with Edward Heyman 
and Johnny Green. And Bregman, Vocco & Conn have been working 
on a new song he wrote with Milton Ager, “Only a Moment Ago.” 


’ 


has been getting a lot of 


The Frank Loessers rushed back to their Beverly Hills home today 
(Wed.) now that “Guys and Dolls” has opened and the Decca album 
waxing with the original cast has been recorded. Loesser has a new 
eight-week-old daughter back home whom he barely saw just before 
coming east for rehearsals. Lynn (Mrs.) Loesser came east only for 
the Broadway preem last week. Incidentally, RCA Victor rushed out 
an unofficial album of “Guys” with Audrey Marsh, Ray Charles and 
Morey Amsterdam in the Vivian Blaine-Robert Alda-Sam Levene roles. 
They plattered nine selections with Al Goodman's orch. 

Musical score for the film “Tokyo File 212". was recorded by non- 
union musicians, with the complete blessing of James C. Petrillo. 
Composer-conductor Al Glasser decided the score should be recorded 
only by Japanese musical instruments, and an intensive search failed to 
turn up any AFM members who could play such instruments. He 
finally located 24 Japanese musicians in Los Angeles, presented his 
problem directly to Petrillo and was given the green light after the 
AFM chief satisfied himself that Glasser’s search for union windjam- 
mers had been as complete as possible. 








— n 

Deal for Ted Lewis to topline the current layout at the Cocoanut 
Grove of the Ambassador hotel in Los Angeles fell through, according 
to Music Corp. of America, when Lewis was asked to eliminate his 
Negro shadow, Snowflake, from the act during the stand. Tony Cabot, 
currently booking the Grove, declared the. deal fell through because of 
a price disagreement, but MCA reported all terms and conditions had 
— agreed to until the hotel balked on including Snowflake in the 
show. 


Ezio Pinza’s RCA Victor recording contract covers 10 years at only 
$10,000 annual guarantee. A plus to the company is (1) his more recent 
“popular” renown, due to “South Pacific’ and his forthcoming Metro 
pictures, and (2) the fact he will also record operas and albums, as 
against the former highbrow excerpts he did under his old Columbia 
contract. Pinza draws the standard 10°o royalty on platters which, 
being “red seal,” start at $1.25 per. 


a A 





He was also well known in vaude 
and musical comedy, and sang on 
radio in the early days. 


Anthologist Seeks Some 
Yesteryear Greats Among 
Pioneer Record Artists 


Editor, VARIETY: 
As some readers know, 


Elida Morris, a comedienne who 
made records for several years, 
starting in 1910, and packed more 
sex appeal into her voice than any 
dozen of the gals who are gurgling 


I have into mikes today. If her versions 


been writing “Favorite Pioneer Re- of “Stop, Stop, Stop, Love Me 
cording Artists” in Hobbies maga- Some More!” and “Kiss Me, My 


Honey, Kiss Me!” aren’t rated as 
classics, it just goes to show that 
genius is not always recognized at 
its true worth! 

And does anybody know the full 


zine for several years. Gathering 
biographical information about 
some of the old-timers who are 
no longer active is frequently a 
tough job. I'm wondering if any- 
body can give me some info on 
those whom I shall list below: 


Eddie Morton, who was a native 
of Philadelphia and was known in 
vaude as “The Singing Policeman.” 
I consider Morton one of the best 
singing comedians in the history of 
the phonograph, but have been un- 
able to learn whether he is still 
alive. 'd appreciate any informa- 
tion concerning him. and if Eddie 
reads this I'd like to invite him to 
attend the next 
recording artists to be held on 
Long Island next September. The 
same invitation goes to all those I 
Shall mention and to anyone else 
who made records before the etec- 
tric process was introduced in 1925. 

Harry Tally, who sang the lead 
in the Empire City Four and was 

a popular record maker for a good 
many years. | have been told he is 
dead, but haven't been able to find 
an obit or to get anv information 
concerning his birthplace, date of 
birth, ete. 

Arthur C. Clough, a popular re- 
cording tenor, beginning in 1909. 


party for pioneer | 


“You Must Think I’m Santa Claus” 
and “Shame On You,” circa 1905? 
Jim Walsh, 
Walsh’s Wax Works, 
Box 131, Vinton, Va. 


‘GUYS’ ORIGINAL-CAST 
RECORDED BY DECCA 


Decca Records completed its 
Waxing of the original-cast album 
of Frank Loesser’s Broadway legit 





name of Tascott, a blackface come- | 
dian who was noted for two songs, | 


musical hit, “Guys and Dolls,” in | 


a 14-hour session on Sunday (3). 
Simon Rady, chief of Decca's 


longhair repertory division, super-_ 


vised the cutting with Dave Kapp, 
company vice-prexy who returned 
from the Coast late last week, in 
attendance, 





Pianist Gyorgy Sandor, just back 
froi a three-month concert tour of 
Australia, gives a concert at Car- 
negie Hall, N. Y., Dee. 11, 


| 
| 


eee el 








Disk Jockey Reviews 











BEST ON WAX 

With Buddy Bennett 
Producer: Frank Delfino 
Writer: Bennett 

30 Mins., Sat.; Noon 


Sustaining 
WSTC, Stamford, Conn. 
The only novel aspect of this 


disk jockey show lies in the fact 
that the platter spinner is a 14- 
vear-old lad. Given a Saturday 
noon spot, airer is obviously aimed 
at drawing a large segment of 
listenership from juve dialers. 
However, except for the fact that 


stint is handled by a youngster, 
billed as a “junior disk jockey, 
there’s little else offered that 


might rate as come-on material for 
the younger element. Tunes played 
are of the pop variety and are 
similar to those heard on most dee- 
jay stanzas. 

Buddy Bennett, holding down 
the platter spinning assignment, 
fails to register effectively in the 
role. Kid's gabbing is done in a 
rehearsed manner, lacking a neces- 
sary off-the-cuff quality. As it 
stands, youth lends nothing per- 
sonality-wise to the proceedings. 
Show heard had a Halloween motif 


' and numbers in line with the occa- 


sion were played. Two numbers, 
more in the youthful vein. were 
also offered. Gros. 


MORNING SHOW 
With Bill Gordon 
Participation 
WHE, Cleveland 
There’s no middle ground when 


it comes to Bill Gordon, WHK’s 
morning disk jockey. You either 


like him or dislike him, and there’s 
no room for indifference. Gordon's 
personality dominates almost four 
hours of chatter, chatter, song and 
jibe. He sings along with the 
voices on the shellacs, pokes fun- 
and comments in a breezy manner. 
Gordon’s selling ability is okay, 
judging by the advertisers that 
have justifiably latched onto him. 
Frequently, Gordon, in his after- 
noon 1:15 to 2:30 stanza, will have 
a guest star. His 7:15 to 10 a.m. 
“Morning Show” is primarily disc 
and commercials. Gordon moves 
through neat selection of disks. 
Mark. 





Flagstad SRO on Heavy 
Schedule This Season 


Kirsten Flagstad is set for 
of the schedules of 
career this season, with 38 concert 
dates inked, in addition to her 
many opera appearances in San 


one 


heaviest her 





listed. 


All My Love 
Autumn Leaves 


Can Anyone Explain 
Christmas In Killarney 


Life Is So Peculiar—7“Mr. 
Longing =e 


Orange Colored Sky 
Patricia 
Recipe for Romance 


Silver Bells—* 


Use Your Imagination 
You're Just In Love—* 


listed. 


Beloved Be 
Button Up Your Qvercoat .... 
a . ae 
Dream Awhile 

Here Comes the Fattest Man In 
I'll Get By—*"'T'll Get By” 

I’m Forever Blowing Bubbles .. 


t Filmusical. * Legit musical. 





Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of Nov. 24-30, 1950 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G, Peatman, Director. 


A Bushel and a Peck—*"Guys and Dolls” ........ Morris 
A Marshmallow World ........ 


Alphabetically 
eo ese € & osccecoececs~. OnaDpiToO-B 
ee eevee ve vebeoaw cx eee 


Tee ace Ee oO 


Best Thing For You—*"Call Me Madam” ccccccess Berlin 


Dream A Little Dream Of Me.....c.cccccccecss. WOrds-Music 
Frosty the Snow Man voccccccccccccce- saill & Range 
EO 0 fo, ae od ak OO bake 4ea See een cee 

Harbor Lights METTETECIT TTT TTT ll 

I Don’t Mind Being All Alone ....... errr errr re 

I Love the Guy (I Love the Girl) Leevescccoecs MADITO-B 

If I Were a Bell—**‘Guys and Dolls” ....... 2006s sae 

I'm In the Middle of a Riddle ee ee eee Robbins 

I'ye Never Been In Love Before—**‘Guys and Dolls” Morris 
MEE, os as. 5 Guat hp At nck ee ee Rae ew eS Harms 


Music” 


It Looks Like a Cold Cold Winter ._ 
Nevertheless—*“Three Little Words” .........+...-Chappell 
ee errr rere eye ke: 


Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer . 
“Lemon Drop Kid” 5: ...sas 


Sieign Rice ....... SR a ae ae eryrre ele 
The Thing tte Bie, Ee ee fe re Ne bees eae, Ree 
Thinking Of You—*‘‘Three Little Words” ........ Remick 


“Call Me 


The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Rainy Day Refrain baie 
Accidents Will Happen ........ 
Faithful tigers 


eevee were aseeeeeeee 


oe eee eerewreeeaeee 


are ie seenmesestesn& eee 


DOWNS v6Gs0 5604 


Jing-A-Ling Jing-A-Ling ............ errr r ee ere, 
Keep Your Fyes On the Stars ...... 006eneseuss eo Oe 
Let’s Do It Again Ccinaees0adsene. eee 
Mente GAMO <.. <i 2s s+ sad eed4a ere ee rere co} 
Molasses Molasses ........ PT eee iaeeetneas as, eee 
Music Maestro Please .....ceccecree eae eke Ae ae ae a 
My Dream Christmas | .46046. 6s oes o tee err ir Life 
Ocarina—*“Call Me Madam” ....... P spd pee 6 
0 a ee ee ere errs ‘ bbe 94 hig 4.6: 
POMHMGSSCG WANE ois i sastewees ‘ Perr rrr rire Ci 
Tonight Be Tender To Me ...... ETT CR Cee 

You Love Me eee rr en . Witmark 


se60@ 60a» Sree 


ee aac (teétveneues Vaemee 
Remick 


seesee eeeeeeeeeee 


-teeseeeegess UIC v rE 
.--Knick'b’ck’r 
wWeeweee ne ce-e Eee 


6téeseues Ve 

jb dW aeoedesesess tea a rener 
‘40006 6bSa08 cy SeeCnOIEs 

eoccees Paramount 


rere rr ered cl 
Madam” ........ Berlin 
Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
Alphabetically 
Leeds 


Burke-VH 
. Pickwick 


eee eeerweeeeeeerere 


_BMI 
Miller 
. Life 
abana ae ae os, See 
60666660008 Eee 


a ire eh eeeveeeeeeesr 








Francisco and N. Y. Diva was with | - 


the San Francisco Opera 
Sept. 10 through Nov. 5, with con- 


cert dates penciled in between. She | 
‘sings at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., Sun- 
day (10), and will be with the Met) 


Opera from Jan. 22 through 
March 25. - 
Singer has done 16 recitals or 


appearances with orchestra thus 
far this fall, to filled houses. Her 
fee is $3,000 for a recital; $1,500 
with orchestra. On the Coast last 
month she grossed approximately 
$6,000 each in Portland and Seat- 
tle: $5,500 in Bakersfield, Cal., and 
$5,060 in San Diego. Diva also has 
some radio dates, first 
Standard QOil on the Coast. 





the recent 
of the Vir- 


Due to success of 
N. Y. debut concert 
tuosi di Roma symph ensemble, 
Cetra-Soria Records is’ bringing 
out an album of four Vivaldi 
works by the Italian group in 
January. 











Song Cavalcade in ’51 

Prentice-Hall’s publication 
of the “Variety Song Caval- 
cade” has been deferred to the 
spring of 1951 because of the 
considerable additional mate- 
rial which Dr. Julius Mattfeld, 


CBS musicologist, who com- 
piled it, has added. The vol- 
ume will round out the mid- 


century by including the 1950 
Calvacade of Hits, plus an his- 
torical-biographical appendix. 
This portion, too, is being ex- 
tensively revised and reedited 
by Abel Green, editor of 
Variety, who has written a 
special introduction, 

The proposed $4 publication 


price will more likely be 
nearer $7, because of the 
added material. Those’ ad- 
vance-orderers who have re- 


mitted $4 to VarRIEry are hav- 
ing their checks held, for final 
billing, or they can have the 
remittances returned. Other- 
wise their orders are being 
kept. along with others which 
are to be billed upon publica- 
tion. 


from | 


one for, 


Ethel Shutta’s Protegee 


Houston, Dec. 5. 
Swayze, songstress cur- 
rently appearing at the Plantation 
Club here along with Benny Bells 
orch, is a protegee of Ethel Shutta 
(Mrs. George Kirksey), now resid- 
ing here in semi-retirement. 

Miss Shutta, incidentally, is head 
of the drama dept. at the Southern 
College of Fine Arts. 


| Jayne 





Israel Tastes Lean 











| Local 802 Peace 








t—— Continued from page 43 Goo 
charge was actually less than other 
unions have been paying, and pro- 
duced photostats of other unions’ 
contracts to substantiate its claim. 
In addition, Blue ticket leaders de- 
clared that the rented voting ma- 
chines were the only ones with an 
| AFL stamp under which the AFM 
also operate. The charges and coun- 
| ter-charges were couched in such 
| terms as “filthy libel,” “degraded 
opposition” and similar invective 
from the political lexicon. 
Countering the Unity’s tickets’ 
charges of incompetence and inet- 
ficiency, the administration direct- 
ed a blast against Feinberg. Lat- 
ter’s alleged sins boiled down to 
the fact that he left Local 802 to 





which, according to the Blue propa- 
| ganda, means ‘“‘working for bosses.” 
The other opposition candidate, Al 
Manuti, running as an independent, 
was tagged as “a_ rule-or-ruin- 
careerist.”” Manuti and Feinberg re- 
turned similar bouquets to the ad- 
ministration. 

Meantime, some 11,000 members 
of the local are expected to ballot 
| for officers tomorrow at the union’s 
| headquarters, where the machines 
have been installed. The union has 
some 30,000 members, but several 


card holders, living in other cities, 
or are on the road. No absentee 
_ ballots are permitted. Results of 
| the election will be disclosed early 
| Friday morning (8), 


become a labor relations consultant | 


Toward Loxghair, 
Miron Reveals in N.Y. 


Wartime paper shortages and a 
dearth of dollar exchange pre- 
vented the Israeli music publish- 
ing industry from establishing it- 


/Sself until only two years ago, acs 


cording to composer Issachar 
Miron, who recently arrived in the 
U. S. from Israel. Even now, he 
said in New York, there are but 
a half-dozen publishers who handle 
both serious and pop music. 
Majority of the pubs’ catalogs 
lean toward the classics and light 
music, Miron declared, since the 
public’s taste is more inclined to- 
ward longhair than pop composi- 
tions. He listed the works of 
Aaron Copland, Leonard Bern- 
stein and George Gershwin as an 
example of the type of American 
music in which the average 
Israeli citizen is interested. 
Miron pointed out that a dollar 
shortage still sharply restricts ims 
ports of American sheet music 
and recordings. However, local 
radio stations have helped popue 
larize U. S. music via platter pro- 
grams, And in the near future 
there likely will be an even 
greater supply of American tunes 


available due to a_ reciprocal 
licensing agreement now being 
considered ‘by the American 


Society of Composers, Authors & 
Publishers and the equivalent 
Israeli organization. 

Miron, who plans to be in the 
U. S. for about two or three 
months, primarily made his junket 
for two reasons. One is to testify 


in connection with a legal battle 
thousand of these are either dual | ; 


over the origin of the tune, “Tzena, 
Tzena, Tzena.” He claims to have 
composed the song’s melody in 
1941. Other is to place some ol 
his ditties with American pub- 


lishers. He brought 100 with him. 
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Again, But This Time for Video 


| 





The William Morris Agency is + 


again looking into the possibilities 
ef accumulating a roster of band- 
leaders. This time the percentery is 
eyeing the maestri as personalities 
rather than batoneers. Agency is, 
currently interested in lining up 
Tommy Dorsey and Sammy Kaye, | 
among others, for representation 
on television shows and other ‘“‘spe- 
eialized situations.” | 

It’s been stressed that the Mor- 
ris office isn’t interested in reviving 
a band department as such. No, 
provision is being made for book- | 
ing one-nighters, generally re- 
garded as the backbone of the band 
business. 

Newest step is in line with the 
agency’s policy of the past two 
years of orienting the entire office 
toward video. Most salesmen in the 
outfit are now doubling between 
the various departments and video. 
Some time ago, the percentery 
started a policy of lining up as 
many acts and personalities as pos- | 
sible in order to be able to take care | 
of the needs of most television | 
shows. Policy has paid off inasmuch 
as the Morris office shares top| 
agency honors with Music Corp. of 
America in the handling of top tee- 
vee displays. 

The Morris office gave up its 
band department several years ago 
after Willard Alexander pulled out 
ot the organization and took the 
Vaughn Monroe band, top money- 
maker, with him. Most of the 
erchs on its roster were switched 
to General Artists Corp. 


CROMWELL INP.D. | 
CLAIM ON ‘TZENA’ 


Dispute between Mills Music and 
Howard Richmond’s Cromwell Mu- | 





sic, over* the origin of “Tzena, | 
Tzena, Tzena,” moved into high 
gear last week in N. Y. Federal 


Court when Cromwell filed answers | 
and counterclaims against the 
Mills infringement suit. Denying 
that it had violated the U. S. copy- | 
rights law, Cromwell asked dismis- 
sat of the complaint. 

Richmond firm, according to its 
answers, contended that Issucher 
Miron and Julius Grossman were 
not the original writers of the 
songs, that the music has been in 
the public domain for many years. 
Moreover, it asserts, the same 
melody has been used in a number | 
of other compositions, and both 
Miron and Grossman “copied and 
appropriated” the note structure 
from these prior works. 

In its counterclaim, Cromwell 
accuses Mills of unfair competition 
and asks an injunction, an aceount- 
ing and damages. Basis of Crom- 
well’s complaint is that after it 
spent a bundle of coin to promote 
the Gordon Jenkins-Spencer Ross 
version of ‘“‘Tzena,” Mills rushed 
out the Miron-Grossman tune of 
the same title, which caused “con- 
fusion” in the trade. 

The Mills “Tzena,” Cromwell 
charged, had the effect of mislead- 
ing others into believing the Mills | 
number was Cromwell’s. Not only | 
were the Richmond firm’s property | 
rights destroyed, the counterclaim 
avers, but considerable embarrass- | 
ment and damages resulted when | 
Mills allegedly notified recording | 
companies of its claim to “Tzena.” | 

Meanwhile, Miron is seheduled | 
to appear in Federal court tomor- | 
row ‘Thursday) for a pre-trial ex- | 
amination by Cromwell. He recent- | 
ly arrived from Israel to testify | 
in connection with the suit. Date, | 





however, is a tentative one and} 


it may be postponed. 





Goldsen’s New Co. 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 
Mickey Goldsen, head of Capi-, 
tol Criterion Music, is setting up a) 
hew publishing firm in partnership 


with songwriter Sammy Cahn. New | 


firm will be independent of Cri-| 


terion, which is affiliated with Cap- , 
York | 


itol Records. 
Goldsen heads for New 
this week on business. 





London Sets Thomas 

Dick Thomas, vocalist and clef- 
fer of “Sioux City Sue,” has been 
inked by London Records as part 
of the current expansion of the 
company’s artists’ roster. 

Thomas formerly etched 
Coral Records, 


| agency, 


for | 


Finburgh’s Initialer 


Lee Finburgh, who resigned re- 
cently as professional manager of 
Bourne, Inc., and production chief | 
for Bourne and ABC Music, has 
gone into business for himself. 
Finburgh has effected a tie-in with | 
Arthur Murray on his first song, 
“Boomp! Pa-Deedle Doddle.” | 

Murray is originating a dance 
based on the tune, a rhythm item 
written by Dorothy and Arthur 
Todd, Ruth and Rex Phalen, and 
Glenn Hughes. The dance instruc- 
tor will introduce the song on his 
DuMont television show in Janu- 
ary. Records of the song have 
been set for Jan. 15 release. 





SPA Assuming 


Spokesman Role 


Now that the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers has been stamped by the 
Government as solely a collection 
the Songwriters Protec- 
tive Assn. is rapidly assuming the 
role of official spokesman for clef- 
Fact that ASCAP can no) 
longer speak for the writers leaves 
SPA the only official organization 
repping the cleffers. | 

Tracing the 20-year-old history 
of the writer group, president Sig- 
mund Romberg pointed out other 
gains in the past few years. On 
the question of writer representa- 
tion, he pointed out that ASCAP 
attorneys, representing both writ-| 
ers and publishers, could only go 


fers. 


| so far, as there was no conflict be- 


tween publishers and writers in 
repping the _jatter. Now that 


| ASCAP’s role has been limited to 


that of a collection agency, SPA’s 
lawyers have even a greater stake 


|in repping the cleffers, Romberg 


said. 

Other responsibilities SPA has 
assumed in the past few years are 
these, according to Romberg: 

1, It stands ready to protect, in 
any event, the writer’s right to 
collect money for the performance 
of his music. ASCAP and BMI 
have up to now cared for this 
right, but should anything happen | 
- these groups, SPA will fight for 
lt 

2. SPA is the “best insurance” 
a writer can have at present, since 
it ties down the publisher to a 
standard contract in which his roy- 

(Continued on page 48) 


| Holland Takes Charge 


Wm. Morris Eyes Bands Once | 


Of Coral’s Eastern Unit 


Frank Holland, formerly south- | 
ern division manager for Coral 
Records, has been moved up to the 
New York headquarters to take) 
charge of the eastern division. This 
area was formerly taken care of 
by homeoffice execs, but has now 
been set up as a separate job under 
Coral’s expansion program. 

Replacement for Holland’s south- 
ern post has not been set. | 


SOUTHARD REPLACES 
HEIN IN COL SHIFT 


Jack Hein resigned last week as 
New York and Newark district 
sales manager for Columbia Rec- 
ords, after 12 years with the com- 
pany. He’s been replaced by Terry 
Southard, former New England dis- 
trict manager and son of merchan- 
dising veepee Paul Southard. 

Hein was national sales manager 
for Columbia for two years and 
eastern regional sales manager for 
one before stepping into the N. Y. 
post, 

Moveover of Southard from New 
England puts John Trifero, who 
had recently joined Columbia after 
acting as Capitol’s eastern promo- 
tion director, in charge of all of 
New England. When Trifero joined 
Columbia, the New England terri- | 
tory was split in half, with South- | 
ard handling the western half and 
Trifero the eastern portion. 








Dynamic, Aristocrat 


Nixed by AFM on Payoff 


Local 802, American Federation 
of Musicians, placed two small disk 
companies on the “unfair list’ last 
week for allegedly failing to pay 
musicians the full amount on wax- 
ing dates. Dynamic Records, a N. Y. 
indie, was tagged with failing to 
pay the Emmett Hobson orch while 
Aristocrat Records was slapped for 
not shelling out to Leonard 
Feather. Total involved in both 
cases was about $800. 

AFM, meantime, put Jack Small, 
general manager of the legit musi- 
cal, “High Button Shoes,” on the 
‘national defaulters list’ for fail- 
ing to pay a little over $100 to a 
musician. 





Decca’s 123c Divvy 


Decca Records’ board of direc- 
tors last week declared its regular 
dividend of 12!2c per share on 
over 700,000 shares of outstanding 
stock. 

Melon will be paid Dec. 28 to 
stockholders of record Dec. 14. 


TP Price Structure Shaken As 


Court Nixes Col’s Case Vs. Goody 





It’s the Performer 

The performer is the thing, 
according to N. Y. supreme 
court referee Isidor Wasser- 
vogel, arbiter in Columbia’s 
unsuccessful action to invoke 
the fair trade act against dis- 
counting retailers. He ruled 
last week that Columbia was 
not in “fair.and open competi- 
tion” with other diskeries be- 
cause it controls exclusively 
the performances of certain 
artists. 

Wasservogel held that “‘pho- 
nograph records are princi- 
pally purchased because of the 
performer who recorded the 
selection rather than for any 
other reason.” He concluded 
that a recording company hold- 
ing exclusive rights to per- 
formances by an artist is not 
in fair and open competition 
because a competitor cannot 
supply ‘the same selection by 
the same artist. 





Look to Big Music 
Usage in Vidpix 


Use of music in television pic- 
tures is due for a tremendous ex- 
pansion next year with the entry 
of a large number of producers 
into the vidpix field, according to 
Harry Fox, music publishers’ agent 
and trustee just returned to New 
York from a three-week visit to 
the Coast. Fox reported that the 
swing to TV film production is 
gaining momentum, with several 
banks showing interest in the back- 
ing of such pix. 

Fox went to the Coast to inform 
the flock of vidpix producers on 
the procedure for clearing per- 
formance rights for music. He did 
not make any deals but Fox previ- 
ously indicated that all such pacts 
would be patterned after the agree- 
ment with Snader Productions. Un- 
der this deal, music publishers get 
2°> of the film’s gross revenue. 








BUSHKIN’S N.Y. DATE 


Joe Bushkin has been signed as 
the first headliner in the Ralph 
Watkins Club, N. Y., Dec. 15. Spot, 
formerly known as Bradley’s, will 
have a piano and disk jockey 


policy. Bill Williams will do 90 
minute broadcast nightly over 
WMCA. 


It’s planned to get other top 
88ers including Erroll Garner, Art 
Tatum, George Shearing an 
others. 
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+ Columbia Records last week lost 


its attempt to enjoin, legally, price 
'cutting on long-play records by 
New York retailers. N. Y. 
Supreme Court referee Isidor Was- 
' servogel ruled that the state Feld- 
Crawford fair trades act could not 
| be used by Columbia to prevent 
discounting of LP’s by Sam Goody, 
one of the city’s largest discount 
dealers, and seven others. 
Columbia president Ted Waller- 
stein announced immediately fol- 
lowing the decision that it would 
be appealed to the N, Y. Appelate 


division. 


Decision is almost certain to 
cause sweeping changes in LP 
price structures. Already, Macy’s 
has announced LP price reductions 


(of up to 30°, and a chain of re- 


tailers whose business is one of 
the city’s largest, has announced 
cuts of up to 30% in a number of 
its stores. Other key retailers are 
considered sure to follow. 

Besis of the decision was a U. S. 
Supreme Court ruling to the effect 
that fair trade statutes were intend- 
ed not as a means of price-fixing, 
but as a “method of protecting the 
trademark, name and goodwill of 
the producer.” Pointing to the 
fact that up to Sept. 8 of this year, 
Goody had sold Columbia LPs and 
other Columbia product at a dis- 
count, and that the diskery had set 
no price-fixing agreement on 45s 
or 78s, Wasservagel ruled that 
Goody’s refusal to maintain Colum- 
bia’s LP price had no effect on 
their goodwill or trademark. 

“To permit Columbia to utilize 
the Feld-Crawford Act after a pe- 
riod of many years, when its own 
activities show that its trademark 
and the property right therein have 
not been affected by the sale of 
its product at discounts, would 
allow Columbia to utilize the stat- 
ute merely as a device to fix prices, 
a purpose not within the intend- 
ment of the legislative edict,’’ Was- 
servogel ruled. 

Distrib Dealings 

Court referred to Columbia’s ar- 
gument that all previous dealings 
with Goody had been through its 
distributor, Times-Columbia, and 
that the diskery itself had no 
knowledge of these dealings as 
“specious.” It pointed out that at 
least one member of Columbia’s 
board, Paul Southard, merchandis- 
ing veepee, is on the board of 
Times-Columbia and holds a stock 
interest in that company. It also 
revealed that Times-Columbia’s 
business relation to Columbia is 
subject to termination upon 30 
days’ notice by the diskery. 

' Another basis of the decision lay 
in the fact Columbia in the past 


allegedly discriminated against 
Goody, contrary to the Feld-Craw- 
*ford Act. Wasservogel declared 


| that Goody was denied allocations 
| from a co-op advertising fund made 
up of 1% of Columbia sales from 
| each sales area, while allocations 
were given Goody’s competitors. 
Goody was also refused a special 
offer to-dealers this September 
giving them a 10% return privilege 
and special credit arrangements 
instead of the usual 5%. 

Plaintiff, by its own acts in dero- 
gation of its alleged rights under 
the trademark “Columbia” and by 
its discriminatory conduct against 
the defendant Goody, is estopped 
and precluded from obtaining the 
injunctive relief it seeks herein,” 
Wasservogel concluded. 

The eight separate actions were 
tried together, with Goody the only 
defendant introducing evidence. 
The other defendants either de- 
faulted or consent to be bound by 
the court’s ruling in the Goody 
suit. Consequently, the court found 
for six defendants, in accordance 
with its decision in the Goody case, 
and discontinued Columbia’s action 
against a seventh. 





Dancers Rey, Gomez Prep 
Four-Month U.S. Tour 


Spanish dancers Federico Rey 
and Pilar Gomez are back from 
Europe after a six-month tour, and 
are prepping a U. S. tour starting 
Jan. 3. Columbia Artists Mgt. is 
handling. 


Duo will do 60 dates through 
April 30, in the U. S. and Canada. 


, They return to Europe next sum- 
mer. 





Cass Harrison orch signed by 
General Artists Corp. Band opens 
* Neil House, Columbus, O., Jan. 
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Brazilian Licensing Setup Is Rough; 
Cops as Collection Agency for Cleffers 


American musicians, performers 
and musical directors who at times 


ve piqued by performance clear- 


anee routines should be thankful 
they don’t have to go through 
what Brazilian musicians must do. 
Each night a Brazilian bandleader 
conductor must fill out a list 
n triplicate of each song he has 
laved and the time at which it 
was played 
Performance fees in Brazil are 
ded among three per e 
its socleties, DU a collections 
re made by tft police. So if a 
. bandleader should be a bit careless 
about the time # song was played, 
he’d better heware. The police 
have roving inspectors’ jotting 
down the time they heard a song 
plaved in this cafe or on that radio 
station. Their notes are checked 


ainst one ot the triplicate forms 


tht by the per 








PROGRAM THE NEW 
WEDDING STANDARD 
DOROTHY STEWART'S 


GIVE ME 
YOUR HAND 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 

















Bivele 


His Tail 
Would Shine 


Like a New 










Sign 


ance rights setup, but fortunately | 
for the performer, it’s the only 
one he’s got to worry about. There 
are three performance rights so- 
cieties in Brazil SBAT, the Brazil- 
ian Society of Authors of the The- 
atre, is the oldest, dating back 
some 30 years. This group controls 
books, plays and music, the latter 
mostly in the grand rights field 

A second 
Union of 
about 10 
CISAC 
federation 
eign music. This 
prises OnLy Wel as does SBAT. 

The third group, affiliated with 
Broadcast Music, Inc., is SBACEM, 


roup is UBC, the 
Braziilan Composers, 
oid and affiliated 
the (nternational Con- 
mostly for 

lly, com- 


Vears 


with 


the Brazilian Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers of Mu- 
sic, formed in 1946. This is the 
only group which has _ publisher 
members. One of the founders of 
SBACEM is. Vicente Vitale of 
Irmaos Vitale (Vitale Bros.) who 

in New York now huddling with 
BMI exe on periormal! prob 
lems Vitale go’ the four major 
Brazilian publishers (there are 


some 10 publishers in the country) 
together after years of non-coop 
eration and drew them into the 
Society, together with the major 
itv of the domestic pop writers. 
According to Vitale, the Society, 
only four years old, con- 
about 90% of the Brazilian 
repertory. It also controls 
Mexican and Cuban catalogs per- 
formed in Brazil 

The 
agency 
have been in 
SBAT was 


although 
trols 
pop 


police 
for all 


collection 
three societies and 
that capacity since | 
founded. Each police | 
precinct makes the collections for 
all performances in its area, and 
turns them over to a central agen- 


are the 


cy which then divides the collec- 
tions among the three societies. 


Every type of public performance 


|must pay for use of music. Since 


fees and payoff are on g per-per- 
formance basis, the lists of songs 
and times played must be main- 
tained for collection and distribu- 
tion purposes. 


Police get no’cut of the per- 
formance monies, but each time a 


location or radio. station is li- 
censed, the police charge a li- 
censing fee. | 
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MOTHER'S 


CHRISTMAS 
TREE” 


BLASCO MUSIC, *INC. 


1221 BALTIMORE, KANSAS CITY, MO. 














THE WINTER SENSATION! 


SLEIGH 
RIDE 


PROGRAM NOW! 
“| DON’T MIND 
BEING ALL ALONE” 


(When I’m All Alone With You) 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway New York 19 














alties and other income is stated 
and protected. 


| 3. Publishers have welcomed, 
| SPA as a means to eliminate “un- 
fair competition” among publish- 
|ers and writers. SPA’s contracts 
| have prevented both publisher and 
writer members from making dis- | 
‘honest or unethical deals. 

4. SPA in the past few years 
has cut in large measure the in- 
fringement suits brought to court 
by gathering the parties around a 
conference table and negotiating 
settlements. The organization’s 
files have been an official refer- 
ence library in this respect. 

6. SPA has joined in efforts to) 
‘promote sales of sheet music and | 
better the industry generally. | 
Charles Tobias, veepee of the | 
group, initiated the present copy 
sales drive of the industry, and 
was backed in this action by the'| 
SPA council. 

Much of the gains SPA has ex-| 
perienced, Romberg declared, have | 
come in the past three years, since 
the formulation of the present 
writer contract. Since then, SPA 
lawyers have been active in repre- 
senting the writers in Washington 
and other legal fronts; SPA has 
acted as a negotiator, and it has 
, been able to extend its activities 


' sheet 


| professional choral 
|idea was presented by Bibletone’s 


Top Songs on TV, 


(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Nov. 24-30 

(Based on copyrighted Au- 
dience Coverage Index and 
Audience Trend Index, pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director ) . 
A Bushel and a Peck. . Morris 


Lucky Me Santly-Joy 
Nevertheless ; Chappell 
Orange Colored Sky Frank 


Thinking of You Remick 
5 Top Standards 


Charleston Harms 
I Got Rhythm New World 
Just Those Things Harms 
Tea for Two Harms 

Harms 


Who Cares 


COL CONVERTING 30 TOP 
ALBUM SELLERS T0 45 


the absente of of- 
that it converted 
Columbia 





Despite any 


ficial word has 
to 45 rpm, 
converting 30 of its bestselling al- 
rpm. The 
has in the past few weeks been re- 
leasing pops on all three speeds 
simultaneously, and has already 
released three of its current top 
albums to 45 rpm 

Columbia would not divulge 
which albums are being converted, 
but it’s understood they will be in 
the pop, semi-classic and legit 
musical field. Three albums already 
out on 45 are original-cast albums 
of “South Pacific,” “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” and ‘Tea for Two,” with 
Doris Day. 


Bibletone Sets Disk Deal 
To Test Choir Works 


Records, N. Y., has 
the Sam Fox, 


Records 1S 


bums to 45 company 





Bibletone 


made a deai with 


Lewis Music and Will Rossiter pub- | 


lishing record a 
series of choral works for the firms 
under an arrangement which has 
as its objective the 
music seles on the numbers 
waxed. Agreement calls for at least 
two numbers ‘rom each publisher 


companies’ to 


‘to be disked by Bibletone. A mini- 


mum of 500 records will be pressed 
by the diskery for cuffo distribu- 
tion to chora directors and disk 
jockeys throughout the 


up at cost by the 
dividual publishers, is expected to 
cover the recording expenses. 


Idea behind the move is to give | 


the choral directors an opportunity 
to hear what the various choral 
works sound like when done by 
groups. 


prexy, Arthur L. Becker, at a meet 
in N. Y. earliez this month called by 
Roy Anderson, editor and publisher 
of Choir mag The thought advanced 
at the confat was that the choral 
directors would be able to decide 


after list»ning to a number whether | 


they thought erough of it to go 

out and buy the 100 or more copies 

needed for choral presentation. 
Initial platter to be sent out by 


Bibletone will be Lewis’ “I Walked | 


Into the Garden,” which has al- 
ready been’ recorded by _ the 
| diskery, 





Third annua. benefit concert for 
the American Guild of Musical 
Artists’ maintenance and welfare 
fund will be held Jan. 7, at the 
Met Opera House, N. Y. 








Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“The Thing” 
Retail Sheet Bes. Seller 
“Harbor Lights” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“The Thing” 
Seller on Coin Machines 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
Best British Seller 





in other directions. 


“Rudolph The Reindeer” 


hypoing of | 


in- | 





On the 





Upbeat 





New York 


Bernie Mann's orch cut 10 sides 
for Tower Records in New York 
last week .. .Irving Fields acted as 
musical director at the annual 





.| Pepsi-Cola affair at the Waldorf-As- 


toria, N.Y., last week Billie Burke 
recorded the first chapter of her 
autobiog, “With A Feather On My 
Nose,” as a talking book for the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
Richard Dyer-Bennett, folk- 
singer, etched 16 songs for Reming- 
ton-Continental Records last week 
. Dorothy Ann, Abbey Records 


vocalist, booked into the L’Aiglon 
restaurant, N. Y., Jan. 1... Clark 
Dennis, Capitol Records’ tenor, 
currently held over for a second 
week at the Mayflower hotel, 
Washington Ethel LeVane, 


librettist for the new Ferde Grofe 
composition, ‘Atlantic Crossing,’ 
heads for Hollywood Dec. 9 to con- 
fab with Grofe. Don Cornell, RCA 
Victor Records’ vocalist, into the 
N. Y. Strand Dec. 21 for the Christ- 
mas show Ruth Brown and 
Willis Jackson’s orch into the 
Apollo theatre, N. Y. tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for a week Whipoor- 
wills, vocal group featured on the 
Frank Sinatra TV show, were 
formerly known as the Moonmists. 

Tommy Dorsey orch set for a 
one-nighter private party at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Friday (8) — 
J. M. Collins, sales manager of 
ASCAP, addressed the Advertising 
Club of Washington last week on 
the society’s public relations pro- 
pram ... Brace of M-G-M record- 
ing artists, including Billy Eck- 
stine, George Shearing, Johnny 
Desmond, Art Lund and Hank 
Williams, cutting transcriptions 
for the March of Dimes campaign 

. Jane Gans left Famous Music 


to become secretary to Ivan Mo- 
rull, general manager of Moe 
Gale’s new Sheldon Music ; 
| Winning record retailers in 
|M-G-M’s window display contest 
| tying in “Annie Get Your Gun” 


albums with local showings of film 
are Oscar Mecum, Hudson-Ross, 
Chicago; Irving Randolph, Band 
Wagon Record Shop, East Orange, 
N. J., and H. Brockman, Uptown 
Music Shop, St. Louis . . . Deejay 
Johnny Clarke appointed chairman 
of the radio-publicity committee of 
the N. Y. State Committee for the 
Blind. 


country. | 
This figure, on which the tab will | 
'be picked 


Hollywood 


Louis Armstrong, current at the 
Flamingo hotel, Las Vegas, set for 


2... Bob Keene orch inked to 


| play the Rose Bowl Queen's coro-| 
This | 


nation ball Jan. 8... Geri Galian 
| Latune combo inked to make five 
'Snader Telescriptions ... Eddie 
Bergman, batoning the houseband 
| at the Cocoanut Grove. has assem- 
— 14 sidemen including a harp- 
st. 


Chicago 


Myron Barg, former FM _ disk 
jock, has joined AM fold with a 
9-5:30 p.m. across-the-board plat- 
ter show on WCFL. Jock plucks 
an additional airing on weekends 
over WIND when grid beamings 
stop ... Ray Anthony band set for 
|} six days at Casa Loma, St. Louis, 
Jan. 16... Navy is asking orchs 
touring through Chi to stop off and 
add to series of 15-minute record- 
ed shows for recruiting .. . Bernie 


Cummins band to Muehlebach ho- | 


| tel, Kansas City, 
month 
|sides for Mercury last week ... 
Buddy Moreno orch set for Mar- 
tinique, Dec. 19 Lind Bros. 
cutting “Heavenly Ranch” this 
week for Majestic. Al Trace pen- 
ned... Clyde McCoy set for 
two weeks at Trocadero, Hender- 
son, Ky., Dec. 15 . . . Mercury’s 
prexy, Itving Green, and promo- 
tion veepee Art Talmadge planed 
to the Coast last week ... Mills 
Bros. slated for Radio City thea- 
tre, Minneapolis, Dec. 15 for one 


Dec. 14 for a 





a three-weeker at Dave Rafel’s 150, 
Club, San Francisco, starting Jan. | 


. .. Eddy Howard cut five’ 


| week, following one-week perch at 
Lake Club, Springfield, Dec. 8... 
Jan Garber waxed two sides for 
Capitol last week .. . Patti Page 
to Chicago theatre Jan. 12 for two 
weeks. Ink Spots follow for 4 
week, Jan. 26... Johnny Long set 
for Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, 
Jan. 11 for a month ..., Al Mor- 
gan cut 19 sides last week for 
London ... Anita O’Day to Flame, 
Detroit, Dec. 29 for two weeks... 
Lawrence Welk to Trianon, Dec. 
25 for two months. 


Pittsburgh 


Lee Kelton orch started seventh 
year as staff band at WJAS. Bob 
Rhodes, who took over Baron EI- 
liott’s crew during war and then 
later had his own for awhile after 
Elliott got back from the service, 
has joined Kelton as saxman-solo- 
ist and so has John Gurney, part- 
time engineer at radio station, on 
trumpet. Dolores Delmar is back 
as soloist and Herb Stevens has re- 
turned to outfit after completing 
tour of armed service bases in 
Alaska, Greenland and Labrador 

Luis Morales band into Carni- 
val Lounge for indefinite stay . 
Joe Sudy’s band winds up six-week 
stay at William Penn hotel's Ter- 
race Room Wednesday (6) and 
goes into Hotel Statler, Detroit, 
Dec. 18... Art Tatum opens nine- 
day stand at Johnny Brown's Club 
on Friday (8)... Don Trimarkie's 


Trio had its option picked up at 
Hotel Roosevelt's new Sylvan 
Room . Four Notes have gone 


into Club Riviera, just taken over 
by Harry Pitler, onetime prizefight 
manager. 
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Parker in Hosp; Ulcers — 

Charlie Parker, jazz saxophonist, | 

was bedded Monday (4) at Medical 

Arts hospital, N. Y., for ulcers. His 
condition is not serious. 

Parker was hospitalized immedi- 


ately upon his return to the U. S. 
follo ving a concert tour in Sweden. 








_ ——- 
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DREAMER, IDEA MAN 
AND SONG WRITER 


Wishes to make contact with someone 
in this world in order that he may 
spend most of his time out of this 
world. . 
HOWARD DAVEE BROOK 
140 Bast 46th Street, New York, N. Y. 
MUrray Hill 3-0356 











Phil Coscia on His Own, Cleve. Orch Cancels Week | 
Phil Coscia is agenting on after! Of Concerts Due to Storm 
resigning last week from the Ed-| after-effects of the recent east- | 


die Sherman office, N. Y. He had 
been set to join the Al & Belle Dow 
agency, but walked out of deal. 
Coscia had been with Sherman 
for several years. Sherman, recent- 
ly turned over the business to Joe 
Coopersmith in order to devote en- 
tire time to his Coast agency. 


NADELL JOINS GALE 


Murray Nadeli, former road 
manager for the Ink Spots, has 
joined the Gale Agency as head of 
the cafe and coektall booking dept. 

He repiaces Walter Hyde, who 


resipned. 


























1905 Gordon Avenue 


HOW’S YOUR MUSIC ?7? 


MISSING PARTS REPLACED 


or extra parts added to any arrangement. 
kinds, Prices reasonable, For complete information write te: 


STANDARD ARRANGING SERVICE 


Original arrangements of all 


Reckford, fil. 


-ern storm are still being felt in the 
concert world. With Cleveland still | 
'snowbound, the Cleveland Orches- 
tra canceled a whole week of con- 
certs last week, and has skedded an 
extra week at the end of its regu- 
| lar season instead. The Pittsburgh 
Symphony also cancelled two con- 
certs, and Pittsburgh Opera Co. 
| two performances. The Mt. Ver- 
'non, N. Y¥., Symphony postponed 


| its fall concert three days. 


| Columbia Artists Mgt. had to 
postpone over a dozen concerts of 
\its various talent due to the snow 
‘and rain. 
‘dian dates of the Columbia Boy- 
choir has been set back until Ap 

| James Melton’s Youngstown, O., re- 
cital was postponed from Nov. 28 to 
| Dec. 7. Rise Stevens, Edwin Steffe, 
'Menahem Pressler, Donald Dame 








Presenting 


The Coast-to-Coast 
Band Sensation! 


JERRY 
GRAY 


and His Orchestra 
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*, « . Jerry Gray is delivering a brand of 
dance music that firmly establishes him 
among the handful of class maestros cur- 
rently in the pop field .. .” 

—Variety. 


CURRENT RECORDS BY JERRY GRAY 


DECCA 27311 














WHERE DO I GO FROM YOU 


*9-27311 THE SPIRIT IS WILLING 
DECCA 27246 ACCIDENTS WILL HAPPEN 

*9.27246 AND YOU'LL BE HOME 
DECCA 27177. IN THE MOOD 

*9.27177 A STRING OF PEARLS 
DECCA 27122 YOU WONDERFUL YOU 

*9-27122 DIG-DIG-DIG 


DIG FOR YOUR DINNER 


* indicates 45 RPM Version 
Single Records 75¢ each (plus tax) 


A GREAT ALBUM OF DANCE MUSIC! 


DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF JERRY GRAY 


instrumental Fox Trots 


SELECTIONS INCLUDE: BLUE SKIES — THIS CAN'T BE LOVE — 
STAR DUST — ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE — CARIOCA — STORMY 
WEATHER MARCH — BY THE WATERS OF MINNETONKA 
CREW CUT 


DECCA ALBUM A-777 © Four 10-in. 78 RPM Records © Price $3.75 
DL 5266 © 10-in. Long Play Microgroove Unbreakable Record ® Price $2.85 


ALL ALBUM RECORDS AVAILABLE AS SINGLES 
Leng Play Prices inciude Federal Excise Tax Sut ne State or Local Taxes 
78 RPM Prices de not inciude Federal, State or Leeal Taxes 
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Atlantic City Sets Yule Motif, With 
Beaucoup Events Xmas, New Yrs. Wk. 


Atlantic City, Dec. 5. 
Christmas lights went on here 


yesterday afternoon following the | 


arrival of Santa, who was greeted 
by Mayor Joseph Altman. 


The expanding Atlantic City 
Christmas Festival has become an 
unusual combination of sports, 
music. illuminations and decora- 


7 


tions, a program designed to appeal 


to he varied tastes of thousands of 
visitors who come here annually 
for the holiday season 

Th ear the Boardwalk will be 
a blaze of lights, with hotels, busi- 
ness houses shops municipal 
buildin’s and private residences 
competing to out-do each other in 
brilliance and originality of dis- 


Georgia’s London Date 


Georgia Gibbs has been signed 
for the Astor and Colony Clubs, 
London, starting June 18. Possibil- 
itv is that she'll remain in Britain 
for some » after her cafe stands 
to play vaude dates in the prov- 


inces and possibly in London. 


William Morris Agency set the 
deal with the Foster Agency of 
London 











Eileen BARTON 


ORIENTAL, Chicago 
2nd Week 
Dir.: Music Corp. of America 
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“GOOD-EVANS” 
ENGLAND 


plavs. These lights will go on a 


| few days before Xmas. 


For the entertainment of the vis- 
itor thetre will be professional bas- 
ketball in the Convention hall on 
Dec. 26 

The Atlantic City Festival or- 
chestra, 30 pieces directed by Wil- 
liam Madden, will give a children’s 
concert in the Senior High school 
on Dec. 27 That evening it will 
move to Convention hall for an- 
other concert, which will be a prel- 


ude to the Eastern Square Dance 
championships Twelve of the 
east’s best teams are due here to 
compete for trophies and cash 
prizes 


As an added attraction a year’s 
end golf tournament has been ar- 
ranged at the Atlantic City Coun- 
try club 

Concluding the Christmas week 
with a fitting climax, all hotels and 
nightclubs are preparing to make 
this New Year’s Eve one of the 
most attractive tor visitors evel 


Nitery Kitchen Help 


Call Off Strike When 


Gi * . e 
iven Compromise Hik 

A kitchen strike in the major 
N. Y. niteries was averted last 
week at a conference between Billy 
Rose, Diamond Horseshoe operator, 
and president of the Allied Restau- 
rant and Entertainment Industries 
of Greater New York, organization 
of nitery operators, and workers’ 
union execs. 

Rose, convalescing from recent 
operation, pacted agreement with 
Local 89 of the Cooks, Chefs, Pas- 
try Chefs and Assistants Union, 
calling for a $4 increase retroactive 
to the expiration of the previous 
contract on Nov. 15, and an addi- 
tional $2 weekly increase in a year 
when a new two-year pact would 
be signed. 

Union originally demanded a 15c 
hourly hike which would have 
amounted to $6 weekly. Pattern for 
union was set when union acceded 


, to $4 weekly increases. 





'N.0. MARDI GRAS FLOATS 
DESTROYED IN 100 FIRE 


New Orleans, Dec. 5. 
All floats of Krew of Rex, city’s 

| principal Mardi Gras organization, 

| and its costumes and other proper- 





ties were destroyed by fire Monday 
(4). Damage was estimated at 
$100,000. 


! 


| Whether Rex, the king of the 
city’s fabulous carnival, would pa- 
rade in the Mardi Gras Feb. 6 is to 
be decided at a meeting of officials 
Wednesday (6). 

| Question facing organization is 

| whether new floats, costumes and 
other destroyed properties could 

| be rebuilt in time for the celebra- 

' tion. 
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| The Hall was virtually sold out at 
his first display Saturday (2). 
Jose. | 


Harris Planes Abroad 





‘*Private Car” 
by 


Joe Laurie, Jr. 


* * * | 


is another interesting editorial 


feature in the upcoming 


15th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











Kinseyesque Audience 
Turns Out En Masse For 
Renault’s N.Y. Recital 


For the seventh year in a row, 
the faithful turned out for Francis 
Renault's recitals at Carnegie Hall 
Chambers, N. Y. It’s the only mid- 


town exhibit of Bohemianism 
around, and it does seem a long 
time between shows as evidenced 
by the manner in which the cult- 


ists were enraptured by Renault's 
offerings. 

The Stork Club and other gath- 
ering places of the chi-chi have 


nothing on the audience that con- 
gregates annually for these shin- 
digs. Most come not only to see, 
but to be seen. There’s more ya- 
hooing and handkerchief waving 
among the male customers here 
than anywhere else. The. “boys” 
meet their old flames, and eve 


their successors. It’s just as gay in 
the audience as it is on stage. | 

Renault hasn’t changed much 
since he started these affairs. The 
elegance of costuming and flair for | 
showmanship makes the showing 
of this femme satirist an annual 
event that’s eagerly awaited in 
Kinseyesque circles. He put on a 
show that had the quality of his 
previous displays, but unfortunate- 
ly little of its former vigor. It’s 
been a bad year for Renault as 
he’s been hospitalized and his re- 
covery seemed far from complete. 
On night caught (3), he seemed a 
bit fagged out. He didn't have his 
usual animation songwise, but his 
chatter had audience appeal. Nev- 
ertheless, Renault put everything 
into this display. He worked as 
though he had the feeling that if 
he made good—it might mean the 
181 club for him. 

The old standbys such as “Car- 
men,” “Catherine of Russia,” ‘‘Lil- 
lian Russell” and “Mme. Satan” 
showed up well and new items, 
“La Tosca” and ‘“‘The Goddess of 
Incense” also found audience favor. 

The emceeing was by Fred Keat- 


ing, a basically good performer. He | 


rattled a good line of chatter 
throughout the show, mostly bright 
and amusing. 

Surrounding talent comprised 
three singers. Anna Sanders, a full- 
throated chirper, attained nice re- 


turns for operatic offerings. An- 
other, introduced as Mr. Corday, 
had a fine lyric tenor that also 


showed up excellently in classical 
numbers. The third, John Durye, a 
handsome chap, made several false 
starts as his music was misplaced, 
but audience was loyal. 

Renault always manages to at- 
tract cutfo guests. The former Met- 
opera mezzo, Carmella Ponselle, is | 
still an excellent singer and pur- 
veyed a couple of middlebrow num- 
bers that hit the applause jackpot. 
The ageless Fanny Ward told a 
story and delivered a tune. 

House scaled at $3.60 top had a 
good attendance on second show. 





To Arrange ‘Cycles’ Tour 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 
John H. Harris, head of Arena 
Managers Assn. and producer of 





“Ice Capades” and “Ice Cycles,” 
flew to London over the weekend | 
to make arrangements there for} 
annual summer engagement in' 
British capital of latter show. This | 
will make the third straight year | 
for “Cycles” in London. A Paris | 
gg. ~ been in the making | 
or some time now and ma 
place in 1951, d or 

ris was accompanied by 
Jerome D. Mayhall, po I eset 
tor for his twin revues, They’re | 





due back before Xmas, ; ea | 


Modest-Budgeted Units Planned 


—— 


As B.0. Lure by D.C. Nabe Houses 


Washington, Dec. 5. 


| theatre and playing a split-day og 


What the neighborhood theatre Saturday, doing the matinee in one 


needs is a good, smart, inexpensive 
unit show of 30 to 45 minutes to 
bring people back into the flicker 
houses. 

This is the opinion of some D. C. 


| exhibitors who feel that a producer | 


or agent who can turn up a smart 
line of such entertainment will find 
the nations’ nabe houses waiting 
for his talent with open arms. 


Latest to consider units, espe- | 
cially musical units, is the smart 
Kogod-Burka chain in and about 


Washington which is going to ex- 
periment with the advantages of 
the biz hypo given by an occasional 
run of live entertainment. Frank 
Bucher, K-B general manager, is 
currently dickering with New York 
agents and plans to start occasional 
live shows shortly after the first of 
the year in the Naylor, Atlas and 
Flower, three of the circuit’s thea- 
tres. 

In this move K-B will be follow- 


ing the lead of the Sidney Lust 
Theatres. Lust has been using oc- 


casional live entertainment in all 
but his drive-ins. The acts range 
from a single, or a single and an 
animal act, to as many as eight or 
nine persons in a unit. Lust houses 
all have enough stage to handle 
capsule unit shows. Past week, 
Cheetah the Chimpanzee and 
trainer were booked for a full 
week, spending one day in each 


Memorial Salute To 
Bill Robinson Sparks 
Negro Guild Benefit 


A tribute to the late Bill (Bo- 
jangles) Robinson sparked the 13th 
annual benefit of the Negro Actors | 


Guild at the Imperial theatre, | 
N. Y., Sunday night (3). It came 
midway in the proceedings, when 


Noble Sissle, prexv of NAG, asked 
for a moment of silence as a me-} 
morial to the departed hoofer and 
honorary prez of the Guild. 

To muted strains of ‘Auld Lang 
Synne,” a baby spot followed a re- 
cording of Bojangles’ hoofing and 
ad libs, while the large audience 
remained silent. General Sesstons 
Judge Jonah J. Goldstein then re- 


| prised a few otf Robinson's favorite 


gags and presented scroll citations 
in absentia to Ed Sullivan, N. Y. 
Daily News columnist, and Ethel 
Waters, for their efforts in making 
this and previous NAG benefits fi- 
nancially successful. The affair 
grossed $13,000, making a possible 
net of nearly $10.000 for the wel- 
fare fund of the Guild. 


In contrast to the solemnity of 
the Robinson tribute, the show was 
one of the best lineups of talent 
in their benefit series. There were 
a few disappointments, but para- 
doxically appearance of several 
topliners not carded more than 
compensated for the absentees. 
There was plenty comedy, too, in 
the routines of Danny Thomas. 
Lenny Kent, Joey Adams and 
Martha Raye, and Morey Amster- 
dam in a clowning bit with Johnny 
Johnston. It was a comedian’s field 
day, with each seemingly topping 
the other and keeping the crowd 
in high hilarity. 

Same goes for Jackie Gleason in 
his reprise of the “Foreign Legion” 


skit from his former musical, 
“ ne 9 

Along Fifth Avenue,” which 
grabbed solid applause. Wilton 


Clary, W. C. Handy, Fannie Hurst. 
Lionel Stander, Vlaida Snow, Sarah 
Vaughan, King Cole & Trio, Archie 


| Savage and dancers, Herbert Cole- 


man and a host of others rounded 
out the bill. Leseter and Harry 
Rose handled ticket sales promo- 
tion and souvenir journal ads, as 
out the bill. Edba. 





‘Ice Follies’ Okay 90G 
In 12 at New Haven 


New Haven, Dec. 5. 
“Ice Follies’ had a profitable. 
though not record-break!og, stand 
at Arena here last week. Getting 
of to a bad break on its gale-! 


swept opening Nov. 25, 8n advance 


Sellout had to be 75% made good 
on subsequent performances. 
Follies” and “Ice Capades’: 
have a rotating policy that means 
they alternate on first crack at the 
consumer’s dollar each new sea- 
son. Thus, current stand is second. 
within about eight months for the. 
“Follies* part 


house and the evening show in an- 
other. ‘ The regular 50c admission 
for adults was up to 60c, but the 
25c children’s tap remained wn- 
changed. 





Lugosi’s Horror Show 
Set to Hypo Nabe Biz 


In an effort to bolster dwindling 
biz pre-Christmas, several major 
film theatre circuits along the At- 
lantic seaboard are booking Bela 
Lugosi’s Horror Show as a special 
stage attraction. Film menace has 
patterned his show somewhat along 
lines of Dr. Neff’s spook display 
and Asylum of Horrors. 

However, a new departure is 
that the Lugosi show has been 
booked to play starting at 8:30 p.m, 
whereas previously such units have 
been staged at midnight. 

Both RKO and Warner circuits 
have already set dates for the 
Lugosi Show, with initial playdate 
scheduled soon for the Capitol in 
Trenton, N. J. It is going into a 
number of Westchester and Brook- 
lyn RKO houses. 

The show, which claims to have 
the backing of Mike Todd, legit pro- 
ducer, is playing on a percentage 
basis. Other so-called Horror Shows 
have done well in the past. 


[ROY DOUGLAS 
a 2 and VICKIE 


“DOUBLE-TALK" 
Featuring 


EDDIE-ECHO 


CASINO Theatre 
Toronto, Canada 

















Manager: Matty Rosen 























SECOND WEEK 


OVAL | 
ROOM 
COPLEY 


PLAZA 
HOTEL 


BOSTON 


EILEEN » CARVER 


Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: 





























Professional Engagement 














(Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Tie) 




















Wally Overman 


GAYETY THEATRE 
MONTREAL, CANADA 
WEEK NOV. 27 
Mgt.: MATTY ROSEN, N. Y.) 























CREATIVE COMEDY 
Comedy Boptines, ont Sarieeave * 


Exclusive Comedy Acts Written 
$2.00 per minute 


A. GUY VISK 


ete age Enterprises 
12 Liberty Street, Troy, N. Y. 








BURLESK ACTS 
STRIP DANCERS 


Wanted for Florida, Cuba, $o. America 
De Castre Theatrical Agency 
1370 Washington Ave. 

‘- Miami, Beach, Fie. 
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Legion Red White Blue’ Hopes to Get 
Into the Black in Chi; Major Revamp 


The American Legion hopes to+ 
pring a virtually “new” show into | 


the Civic Auditorium, Chicago, for 
the 6-week run starting Jan. 1 
when Virginia Mayo and Michael 
O'Shea join “Red, White and Blue” 
as supplementary headliners at 
$7,500 a week. Since the original 


LeRoy Prinz-Owen Crump staging- | 


authoring in Los Angeles, two 
months ago, the patriotic revusical 
has been constantly refurbished 


with name guesters added en route, | 


and with business reflecting itself 
upward accordingly. However, the 
Legion adventure into show busi- 
ness represents a $600,000 invest- 
ment to date. 

Admittedly there were many un- 
professional shortcomings, such as 
tough four-wall deals in certain 
key cities, as against the more ad- 
vantageous Chi Aud deal at $7,000 
a week, including ushers, treasur- 
ers and house crew. At $4.80 it is 
figured “Red, White and Blue” can 
gross over $85,000 in Chi. The 
Legion show is hooked up to break 
at $31,000 exclusive of added guests 
like the O’Sheas (Miss Mayo). 
Eddie Anderson (Rochester) may 
be added for the Cincinnati-Detroit 
weeks, before the pre-Xmas week’s 
layoff. 

James F. O'Neil, past national 
commander of the Legion, member 
of the show committee and director 
of publications, also details a more 
hep manner of ticket selling on 
block consignments to vet organiza- 
tions, industries, etc. Profits go to 
service men, whether Legionnaires 
or not, and dominantly they are 
not. 


Also presaging better business 
for “Red, White and Blue” are the 
increasingly better notices that the 
offering has been getting. The 
Indianapolis Star in reviewing the 
show from Topeka called it a 
“dazzling spectacle” and ‘“‘the most 


lavish show of the revue type sent | 


on the road since the golden age of 
Ziegfeld.” 





Paul Jaulus, formerly with RKO 
Theatres publicity staff, now work- 
ing with Jack Magner in General 
Artists Corp. flackery. 
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“Mr. Everybody” 
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Lexington, Kentucky 
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“Courtship in Song” 


Palomar Theatre 
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Casino, Toronto, Drops 
Line for Regular Vaude 


Toronto, Dec. 5. 
On a new policy which will per- 
mit an increased budget for 
straight vaude bills, Murray Lit- 
tle, manager of the Casino here, 
has let his 18-girl line go and will 
now place the pit-band on stage. 
Charles (Chuck) Gregory, stage 
producer, will return to his home 
in Dallas, Texas, for a couple of 
months’ holiday; several of the girls 
have already obtained line jobs in 
Montreal and Buffalo. Bob Good- 
{| man stays on as m.c. 


U.S. Bonifaces Eye 


| Cuban Casinos 


Miam: Beach, Dec. 5. 

Top niteries here will be find- 
ing plenty competition this season 
from an expected source—the mov- 
ing of the chance casinos south- 
_ward to Havana, Cuba, and 
|environs. First to be announced 
was a deal by Pittsburgh opera- 
tors to take over the Sans Souci 
in the Cubar capital within the 
next few weeks. 

Involved in the takeover are 
Normie Rothman, operator of the 
all-nite intimery Albion Lounge in 
Miami Beach. Chuck Teemer and 
Rocco Buffone, who formerly ran 
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| 


| 
i 
| 


| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


ithe Bachelors and City Clubs in| 


| Pittsburgh. 

They’ve signed Carlyle, local line 
producer, to stage the shows, and 
plan special flights (Havana is 
90 minutes by air from Miami) for 


ithe casino minded who will be} 


missing the old chance spots here. 
Sans* Souci is expected to open 
around Christmas. 

There’ll be other’ spots in 
| Havana, as well as Veradero Beach 
| (130 miles from there), with a big 
new hotel soon ready for opening, 
featuring weekend shows to attract 
ithe gambling gentry. Bill Liebow, 
Panama club, hotel owner is build- 
ing the luxury hotel. 


PHIL REGAN SUES TO 
COLLECT ON OIL DEAL 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Phil Regan filed suit in Chi fed- 
eral court last week against Ralph 
Stolkin charging that film partner- 
investor failed to pay him i/16 
of profits in oil wells, which singer 
says is due him. Complaint states 
that he introduced Stolkin to in- 
vestors in Hollywood, with under- 
standing that he was to be entitled 
to half of profits in oil venture. 
Later this was cut to 25% and to 
now stipulated amount in suit. 
Singer claims that Stolkin made 
$100,000 out of two wells, with Re- 
gan only getting $6,000. He asks 
for an accounting and payment of 
monies allegedly due him. 


Brisson Vice Jane Russell 








Houston, Dec. 5. 
The Shamrock Hotel’s Emerald 
Room had its second talent cancel- 


For Shamrock, Houston 


| take a chance with in this province. 


| 


| 
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Martin-Lewis Set For 
Miami Beach Chez 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis may 
play the Chez Paree, Miami Beach, 
sometime in March. Deal was 
made last winter when the team 
sg managed by Abner J. Gresh- 
er. 

Since then, comics switched to! 
Music Corp. of America. 








Sabbath Law Seen 
Nixing Holiday Eve 
Hoopla in Mont'l 


Montreal, Dec. 5. 

Boite operators in Montreal suf- 
fered a sharp setback last Wednes- 
day (29) when Premier Duplessis 
announced at a press conference 
that “in accordance with Holy 
Year” and because both the big | 
holiday eves of the year fall on a 
Sunday all cafes, hotels and res- 
taurants will have to stop selling 
liquor at 9 p.m. In other words, the 
Premier’s announcement has vir- 
tually killed both Christmas and 
New Year’s Eve celebrations. 

Last year a similar announce- 
ment came from the Quebec Liquor 
Commission and the _ loopholes 
found by club owners were many 
and varied but this year the order 
is direct from Duplessis who 
warned that violations of his order 
would be “susceptible to the sev- 
erest penalties . even to the 
concellation of liquor permits.” 


With several new clubs having 
opened and with Montreal now 
showing lavish revues in its cafes, 
operators who figured on getting 
off the hook with the holiday take, 
are looking forward to a gloomy 
session. Several private clubs 
have already cancelled band con- | 
tracts in view of the announce- | 
ment as the threat of losing your | 
liquor license is too important to | 


A move is on foot by one of the | 
flashy saloons to get other operat- | 
ors to move their New Year’s fete a | 
day ahead, to Saturday night, | 
when the law permits sales of 
booze until 2 am. To date this | 
has roused little interest as some | 
owners hope for a last minute re- 
prieve which is doubtful. The} 
Premier also announced that all | 
liquor stores (Government con- | 
trolled) will be shuttered Dec. 23, | 
24, 25, 30, 31 and Jan. 1. One of | 
the biggest show towns in Canada | 
and the top tourist resort looks 
forward to bleak holiday season. 





‘Hopalong’ to Spark 
Rodeo at Houston’s 


19th Fat Stock Show 


Houston, Dec. 5. | 


Set to open Jan. 31 for a 12-day 
run with Bill (Hopalong Cassidy) 
Boyd, Tennessee Plowboy Eddie 
Arnold and his Oklahoma Wrang- 





'lers as star rodeo attractions, the 


| 
| 


lation in a fortnight today, when | 


Jane Russell, booked for two weeks 
beginning Dec. 5, wired regrets. 
Explanation was “studio wouldn't 
let her go.” Miss Russell had a 
secondary contract to perform for 


' 
} 


the Interstate Oil Compact meet) 


here Dec. 11-13. 

Carl Brisson has been pacted for 
the Shamrock. Previous cancella- 
tion was Toni Arden, who can- 
celled because of illness. She was 
replaced by the Modernaires, sing- 
ing group. 


Void of B.O. Draw Talent 
Shutters Fay’s, Providence 


Providence, Dec. 5. 

Fay’s theatre, which has kep 
vaude alive in Rhode Island for 
many years and which has hereto- 
fore found it necessary to close 
down only in the summer months, 





i i sonal m 
will close its doors tomorrow (6).' year per 
chairman of | tract with Leonard Romm, eastern 


Edward M. Fay, 


t | attended the rodeo. 


Houston Fat Stock Show is having 
the best advance sale of season, 
boxes in its 19-year history. | 
President W. Albert Lee, hotel | 
and cattle tycoon, today reported 
188 of the 20 boxes sold for $67,- | 
500, compared with $41,640 at the 
same time last year, when a record 
for the 1950 show was hung up. 
Boxes are sold for 16 of the 
show’s 19 performances of the 
World Championship Rodeo, at 
$311.04 for a six-seat box, $362.88 
for a seven-seat box, with 10% 
discount during advance sale. 
Everett. E. Colburn, of Dublin, 
Tex., who produces the Madison 
Square Garden Rodeo, will produce 
the Houston event. Other acts 
will include the Hendricks family 
and a numbers of trick riders. 
The Show combines livestock 
exhibitions in the Sam Houston 
Coliseum annex and judging in the 


‘arena, with nightly and weekend 


matinee rodeo performances. Dur- 
ing its 1950 run, 493,000 persons 
bought front gate tickets, 180,000 





Romm Repping Contino 


Dick Contino signed a _ three- 
anagement con- 


Fay’s Theatre board, in announcing | rep for Spike Jones’ Arena Stars, 


|can 





Copa City Ops Seek to Enjoin 


Opposish Shows 





Set Yank Acts For 


Medrano Circus, Paris 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 

Peg-Leg* Bates heads the Ameri- 
contingent to this season’s 
Medrano Circus in Paris. Troupe, 
booked by Carolina and Jo Brun- 
son, leaves for Paris Dec. 15. 

Others’ inked are Johnny 
Romero, Dolores and Don, Dianne 
Robinson, Jimmy Risk and Tee 
Gould. Mattie King goes along as 
dance director. 


Schine Drops Acts, 
Erasing 15 Stands 


Vaudeville took another lacing 
this week with the Schine circuit 
dropping its stageshows. Possibili- 
ty is that this circuit will resume in 
time for New Year’s Eve, but noth. 
ing is definite so far. Last season 





ithe chain dropped its stage dis. 


plays during Christmas week and 
picked up the shows in time for 
the New Year‘s Eve business. 
Temporary closing of the 15 
Schine houses, comprising 40 days 


> 


* oe 

in Muni Aud. 
Miami Beach, Dec. 5. 
Long brewing resentment by lo- 


|cal nitery operators against book- 


ing of legit musicals, and one shot 
star (Eddie Cantor, et al.) attrac- 
tions into the newly built $1,500,- 


+000 Miami Beach Auditorium came 


to a head Monday (4) with filing of 
a suit in circuit court by owners 
of Copa City theatre-restaurant 
asking for injunction to keep such 


attractions out of the municipal 
project. 

Starlight Corp., which holds the 
|lease on Copa City (Murray 


| Weinger and Ned Schuyler), filed 


| suit 


| torium 


against the city of Miami 
Beach, the City Council, Auditori- 
um manager Claude D. Ritter, Jr., 
and indie booking outfit, Audi- 
Attractions, Inc., contend- 
ing the city has no right to use the 
taxpayers money to maintain a 
theatre or nightclub in direct com- 
petition with private enterprise. 
The Municipal Auditorium, orig- 
inally voted $750,000 by the free- 
holders here, is now estimated to 
cost over the original figure. Ad- 
ditional costs came when it was 
found a full stage, flyers and dress- 
ing room adjuncts were necessary. 

The petition filed in the suit 


| claims that employment of Ritte? 
at $7,200 a year to act as manager 


of playing time, are the latest signs | 
of an increasingly dwindling num- | 


ber of vaudeville stands. 
man theatre, Philadelphia, dropped 
vaude two weeks ago. 


The Car- | 


and to promote and book attrac- 
tions puts the city in the entertain- 
ment business, Complaint con- 
tends that the city leased the place 
to private concern, Auditorium At- 





(Continued on page 52) 























KUP says: 





rent Chez Paree engagement. 


chasing the elusive bubbles!” 


CHARLIE DAWN, 
truly favored by Chicagoans. . 





ANN MARSTERS: “Bubbles—thousands of shimmering iridescent 
bubbles—drifting from all corners of the ceiling . . 
1 bursting about Consolo and Melba. 

boy and girl as they glide swiftly across the floor, adding greater 
luster to the bubbles and a bright shimmer to the swirling, shock- 
ing-pink chiffon of Melba’s gown. : 
“Dance of the Bubbles” introduced by its creators during their cur- 
Here is an extraordinary 

ZABE, VARIETY: “Consolo and Melba refrain from the affected 
posturing terping of their contemporaries, instead offer sprightly 
routines: a beguine, an Italian Folk Dance and a polka. 
unusually expressive hands which she uses to good advantage. Sock 
piece is waltz to “I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles” with soap bubbles 
floating down from the ceiling as gal dips and sways, seemingly 


BENTLEY STEGNER, Sun-Times: “Standout!” 
GANE MORGAN, Daily News: “Absolutely charming agility!” 


Herald-American: 


ATTENTION: Sole execution and performing rights to the “Dance of the 


“MOST ORIGINAL [DEA IN DANCE IN 20 YEARS!” 


Chgo. Herald-American. 


“CONSOLO ww MELBA 


get raves over their new bubble dance!” 














. floating and 
A blue spotlight follows this 


This enchanting effect is the 


team!” 


Femme has 


“One of few dance teams 
. tremendous applause!” 




















oo mal ial- | I Bubbles’ are retained by the creators. Reg. & Copyrighted Nov., 1950. 
«he shutdown, left the door partial- | Inc. ; | 
CHEZ PAREE ly open with plans whieh call fora) Joe Glaser’s Associated Booking cmatiiitets emasete mannan. sneeee 
CHICAGO, ILL reopening if proper name attrac-|Corp. will continue to book ac: | LIAM MORR| ; » 
. ° ; 


j nacre 


| cordionist. °*‘ 





\ tions can be booked for early 1951. 
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Occupation GI's Yen Comedy; Girls 


The occupation troops now in 
Europe have entirely different en- 
tertainment tastes of their World 
War II colleagues, according to 
Dave Bines, producer of the RKO 
vaudeville unit which played U.S. 
military installations in occupied 
Germany and Vienna. sines and 
the troupe returned last week from 
the jaunt. 

According to Bines, dames are no 
longer the major factor in shows. 


Greater interest is in acts, and a 
femme entertainer needn't fee! 
slighted if there are no whistles 


when she comes on. Bines added 
many of the personnel stationed in 
Germany and Austria have their 
families with them and unmarried 
lads fraternize with native femmes. 
Gals are no longer the novelty that 
they were when combat was the ma- 
jor occupation and the foxhole was 
the fashionable quarters of the day. 


The RKO unit was booked bs 
Danny Friendly as t circuit's 
contribution to soldier entertain- 
ment. Unit comprised Bud & Cece 


Robinson, Edwards Bros. Bros. trio, 
Tommy Hanlon, Jr., Ruth Davis, 
The Appletons, Jackie Bright. Bills 
Wells & the Four Fays and Harvey 


Stone. The outfit played Weis- 
baden, Frankfort, Rhine Main, 
Heidelberg, Bermerhaven, Berlin, 
Erding, Vienna, Neubiberg, Lands- 
berg, Furstenfeldbruck, Nurem- 
berg, Birkenfeld, and Lagens, lat- 
ter is in the Azores which was 


played on their return trip to the 


States. 
Bines opened that comedy and 
audience participation gimmicks 


were most popular. Harvey Stone 
got top reception with his GI rou- 
tine. His ribbing of officers went 
over extremely well with enlisted | 
men. Jackie Bright’s audience par- | 
ticipationer also scored. His give- | 
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Evrope—Palais De Sports, 
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COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


“sows FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW, BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each * 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL- FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 Re 


@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. per book $10 @ 

@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 

@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 

HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
reissue), $2.00 

GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 

OF GAGS, $250. Worth over a thousand. 
NO C.0.D.'S 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 





‘ Martinique, 


'falo, Christmas week. . 








aways also found favor. All acts 
were received enthusiastically. 

Bines said pace had to be slowed 
down somewhat, otherwise the 
troops would feel gyped. Acts were 
allowed to take all the bows neces- 
Sary and routines, weve generally 
longer. 

Bines left 10,000 passes to the 
Palace theatre, N.Y., with the 
troops. Most plan to use the ducats 
when home on furlough. Others are 
sending them to relatives. 

Unit was regarded as good 
ploitation for the RKO circuit 

The Air Force provided transpor 
tation and the 12-piece band which 
backed them. The GI tootlers, ac- 
cording to Bines, played the show 
as well as any pro band, and the 
soldier-stagehands set up equip- 
ment with the gusto of professional 
deckhands. 


BROOKLYN PAR’S 4-DAY 
NEW YEAR’S EVE VAUDE 


ex 





A four-day vaude show playing 
through New Year's day will be 
presented at the Paramount the- 


atre, Brooklyn, beginning Dec. 29. 
Last live program at the house was 
the one-niter played by Bob Hope 
and his troupe Nov. 25. 

Bill will consist of songstress 
Toni Harper, Lucky Millinder’s 
orch with Lee Richards, Tip, Tap 
and Toe and Howell and Bowser. 
Pic will be Paramount’s “Let's 
Dance.” which will open at the the 
atre Dec. 21, with Monogram’s 
“Bomba and the Hidden City.” Lat- 
ter pic will cancel out when the 
stage show goes in. 


TA Names Hoffman 


Temporary Exec Sec 


Harold Hoffman, of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists, has 
been named executive secretary 
pro-tem of Theatre Authority, 
pending reorganization. Appoint- 
ment was made to fill the post 
made vacant by the resignation of 
Alan Corelli, former longtime 
secretary, who has aligned with 
the Meyer Davis organization and 
set up Alan Corelli Management, 
Inc. Davis subsidiary will handle 
acts and clubdate bookings. 

The TA is still 1n a state of flux. 
What form it will ultimately take 
depends upon the re-entry of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
into the benefit control organiza- 





‘tion. Performer union is currently 


demanding major voice in the 
organization and a cut of $6,000 
in TA funds collected on benefits 
while AGVA was still with TA. 





Vaude-Nitery Dates 








New York 


Richard Hayes pacted for La 
— ee 2 ae 
George De Witt signed for the 
Havana Madrid, N. Y., Dec. 28... 
Condos & Brandow succeeded Jean 
Carroll and Galli Galli at the La- 
tin Quarter, N. Y., Sunday (3)... 
Three Suns into Town Casino, Butf- 
. Joe E. 
Lewis bows at the Beverly Coun- 
try Club, New Orleans, Dec. 28 for 
four weeks. 

Schaller Bros. leave for London 
this week to fill a circus date... 
Mons. Choppy pacted for the Des- 
ert Inn, Las Vegas, Dec. 12 and the 
Riverside hotel, Reno, Dec. 28... 
Three Romanos into the Lookout 
House, Covington, Ky., Jan. 29... 


Chicago 

Chez Paree has set Herb Shriner, 
Francis Faye, and Helene and How- 
ard on current show... Nan Blak- 
stone into the Trocadero, Omaha, 
Dec. 11... Riverside theatre, Mil- 
waukee, has Three Suns, Jerry 
Colonna, and Janis Paige on its 
Jan. 25 show... Dorothy Dorben 
line into the Beverly Hitls Country 
Club, Newport, Ky. ... Will Harris, 
Oriental producer, has snagged the 
annual auto show, Feb. 7... Fisher 
and Marks caper at the Bellerive, 
K. C., Jan. 12 for two weeks. 








THE "AMUSING MENTALISTS”™ 


Just Concluded: 
“WHAT'S ON 

YOUR MIND?" 
A TV Production 


Returning to: 


Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, 


H c 
es uci? and. C the 


FC aterts 





Opening Dec. 27 


Radio Club; Fert Lauderdale, Fia., to Feb. 15,1195) 


Mayflower Hotel, 


Paim Beach, Fila. 3 


Don't Rate, RKO Act Producer Learns 


MICA May Take Over Some | 


Dorso-Melcher Artists 


Hollywood, Dee. 5. 

Despite recurrent rumors that 
Music Corp. is negotiating to buy 
out Dick Dorso & Marty Melcher’s | 
Century Artists, Lew Wasserman, 
MCA president, denies any such | 
pending deal. Wasserman, however, 
admits that there have been talks | 
on acquiring some contracts now | 
held by Century, but these pow- 
wows haven't yet reached fruition. 
Wasserman said no complete take- 
over of Century was contemplated 
or that Dorso or Melcher would 
join MCA, 

Included on Century’s roster are 
Jack Smith, Doris Day, Polly Ber- 
ger, .Gordon MacRae and the 
Sportsmen, 


— 


AGVA, PHILLY BRANCH 
IN ACCORD ON TAX BITE 


The charges by the Philadelphia 
branch of American Guild of 
Variety Artists that the parent na- 
tional union flouted the will of the 
convention by replacing the 5 
tax on talent budgets in favor of 
a 1% salary tax has been with- 
drawn. 

Charges were withdrawn at a 
meeting in New York last week, 
between the AGVA national execu- 
tive committee and the Philly 
branch board. The 5°o impost was 
adopted at the recent AGVA con- 
vention in Philadelphia, and was 
introduced by delegates from that 


city. It was later revoked at the 
Cleveland meeting of the AGVA 
national board and the salary tax 


substituted. It was explained that 


unless a convention resolution 
passes by a two-thirds majority, 
which this resolution didn’t get, 


the board has a right to nullify it. 

Henry Dunn, AGVA’s national 
administrative secretary, also re- 
ported that Dick Jones, head of 
Philly branch, agreed to take a 
withdrawal card from the union. 
This is in line with AGVA rule that 
employees must surrender AGVA 
membership cards to circumvent 
their electioneering for candidates 
for elective posts. 


Hildy’s Concert-Hotels 
Shuttle; Flu Attack 


Hildegarde will resume her tour 
Thurs. (7) with a two-week stand at 
the William Penn hotel, Pittsbufth, | 
following an attack influenza 
which necessitated postponement 
of three concert stands. Chantoosey 
and her manager, Anna Sosenko, 
had been staying in New York dur- 
ing Hildy’s recuperation. 

Three dates that were cut in- 
cluded West Point, N. Y., which 
will be played Jan. 14, Worcester. 
Mass., Which will also be played in 
January, and Norwood, Mass., date 
of which hasn’t been set as yet. 

Hildegarde is slated to open at 
the Oval Room of the Hotel Copley 
Plaza, Boston, Christmas night, 
after which she'll do three more 
concert dates tollowing a Florida 
rest. 





} and 
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Saranac Lake 


| By Happy Benway 

Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 5. 

' Study & Craft Guild held its 
10th annual Harvest Hop to a 
packed house last week. It featured 
“Adirondacks Sports on Parade,” 
with awarding of prizes my Eddie | 
Vogt, who emcced affair. Prizes 
included an 8m camera, a $200 
U. S. Bond and many others. Ernie 


La Rouche and Huntsman fur- 
nished the music. Alfredo Gonza- 
iez and Ed Worthington, Jr.. 


headed the committee in charge of 
event. 


Among those flashing good 
clinic reports are: Jeff Clark, Vir- 
ginia Strum, Tillie Astrum, Jack 
(RKO) Wasserman, Walter (CBS) 
Romanik and Yours Truly. 

Bob Pasquale, who made _ the 
grade here, back to marry’ Helen 
Grupp, Variety Clubs © staffer, 
They'll reside in our downtown 
colony. 


Alf Foster, ex-co-owner of the 
defunct Alpine Tavern, now con- 
nected with the maintenance de- 
partment of the Variety Clubs hos- 
pital, 

Dorothy Grenville. 
from Brooklyn to 
“Slim” Glenn. 

Glenn (& Phelps) Phillips, vet 
vauder and newcomer here drew 
good clinic report that ups him for 
pictures. 

Harry 


in 
Forrest 


planed 
visit 


Nason, showing nice 


rovress. : 
i Woite to thode’ Wwhb'are! i pihalli 


Pitt Cafes Back in Stride After 


Acts, Bands Snafued 





_ for 
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Performer Guild Increases | 
‘Celebrity Night’ Salaries | 


American Guild of Variety Art- | 
ists ban on cuffo appearances at! 
N. Y. cafe celebrity nights hasn’t 
stymied the Sunday night shindigs 
at Leon & Eddie’s and Dario’s La | 


| Martinique. Only burden has been 


the increased cost of talent to the 

operators. 
Bonifaces 

regular 


of 
of 


one-seventh 
salary instead 


pay 
weekly 


/ the cheaper one-night fee, and all 


acts, if any, “guesting’”’ must now 
be paid. Union collects such salary 
for later payment to abrogate sub- 
terfuge. 

Revamping of scale was because 
union didn’t want to grant the one- | 
night scale which had been in ef- 
fect at Leon & Eddie's to any other 
operator. Dario made application 
for the same deal and was turned 
down, Consequently, in order to 
avert suspicion of discrimination, 
it had to up the L&E scale. 

As a result, Eddie Davis’ Sunday 
guest nights have been costing a 
little more than $200. Dario’s bill 
has been running around $100. 


PITT BURLEY SHUTTERS 
UNTIL XMAS HOLIDAYS 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. 

With business ‘way off anyway so 
far this season, city’s burlesque 
theatre, the Casino, decided to stay 
shut for awhile when big snow put 
it out of action last week. Shows 
for next few weeks have been can- | 
celed, house line and orch have' 
been put on layoff and management 





doesn't expect to reopen before 
Xmas week. 

Originally Casino had intended 
to close Saturday (2) for three 


stanzas ahead of h-.liday, but the 
storm hastened the shuttering by 
nine days. Understood that if trade 
doesn’t show an uptake after Yule 
New Year’s stanzas, George 
Jaffe. who owns and operates spot, 
may fold permanently. 





Par, New Haven, Tuneup 


Spot for N.Y. Flagship 


New Haven, Dec. 5. 
Paramount, former cradle of 
Publix units in the old days, took 


a one-day fling at flesh last Tues- 


day (28) in what may be the fore- 
runner of an intermittent stage- 
show policy. 

As a final tuneup for a Wednes- 
day opening at the New York 
Paramount, show was brought in 
a three-performance, single- 
day stand. Results were highly 
satisfactory, with some 4,300 pay- 
ees feeding the kitty at a scale ad- 
vanced from a 65c. top to a $l 
top. 
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Copa City Ops 


Continued from page 5t = 








tractions, Ine., for dates in Febru- 


, ary at a rental of $1,800 or 7° of 


the gross. First show booked un- 
der this arrangement is “Briga- 
doon” from Feb. 5 to 9. Another 
instance cited is the booking of 
Eddie Cantor for Feb. 27 by Amer- 
ican Legion Post here “while Copa 
City was negotiating for him to ap- 
pear there.” 

Calls Such Use Mlegal | 


Continuing, the complaint insists 
that the Freeholders who approved 
the bond issue which made funds 
available for the construction of 
the Auditorium, “intended it for 
municipal and _ public purposes 
only.” No mention is made of the 
series of concerts, symphony pres- 
entations (University of Miami) or 
lectures already booked. Accord- 
ing to Copa City reps, they are 
only seeking to prevent direct 
competition for nightclubs and 
theatres through booking in of mu- 
sical and other attractions of the 
type. They point out that between 
the lessee and owners taxes, they 
are paying some $13,000 a year to 
the city and feel that they should 
be protected by the council. Others 
in the cafe industry hereabouts | 
point out that the original sum of 
$750,000 voted has doubled and 
may go even higher, due to “bad 
planning. mo invitation to any ex- 
perienced theatrical person to join 
itt’ planning committees.” ©" 2! 2 


| “The 


7 Bhi d 
Pittsburgh, Dee, 8. 
City’s night clubs finally got 
back into stride over weekend 
after taking worst licking in their 
history from the big snow. Ali of 
them were shut down tight for five 
days, a few finally unshuttered last 
Thursday (30), a couple of more 
followed on Friday and the rest on 
Saturday. Some of the more in- 
accessible highway rooms didn’t 
get going until last night (Mon.). 

In many cases, ‘acts were stuck 
here, both from preceding week’s 
show and those which were to have 
opened last Monday. Some opera- 
tors shelled out for transportation 
and lodgings for refugees although 
they weren’t compelled to do that 
since the emergency came under 
the “act of God” clause. 

Acts, Bands Snafued 

Sammy Kaye was to have played 
last week at Vogue Terrace but 
management got him in Cincinnati 
day ahead of his opening and he 
went straight on to New York and 
will come back later. That room 
as a result remained shut whole 
week and got going again last night 
(Mon.) with a local band and show. 
Bill Farrell was also detoured out 
of the Copa, but Slam Stewart got 
here in the storm and played half 
a week instead of a full one at 
Johnny Brown's Club. Alexander 
Bros. also were several days late 
in getting started at Bill Green’s 
while Ankara show was stranded 
since it was a holdover but got in 


a last half anyway. Woody Her- 
man, who was at Vogue Terrace 


when storm struck, finally got out 
couple of days late by train, leav- 
ing their cars behind, but never- 
theless had to cancel couple of 
one-nighters. 





Negotiations are underway fot 
Jazz Train,’ a Negro unit 
which recently closed at the Para- 
dise, N. Y., 
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Wedgwood Room, N. Y. 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA) 
Lisa Kirk, De Mattiazzis; Emil 
Coleman, Mischa Borr orchs; $1, 
$2 cover. 





For her opener in the Waldorf’s 
swank Wedgwood Room, singer 
Lisa Kirk teed off to an unrecep- 
tive, chilly audience but walked 
off the floor after a 25-minute stint 
with the skeptics on her side. She 
has already made her mark at 
such spots as the Hotel Plaza’s 
Persian Room, N. Y., and the 
Copley Plaza in Boston and, when 
results of this four-week booking 
are in, should be established as a 
solid fixture for the plushier rooms 
around the country. 


Sharing the bill with her on the 


current show are the De Mattiaz- 
zis, a fine act featuring “remote 
control dancing dolls.” In addition, 
of course, Emil Coleman continues 
to front his competent band and 
greet the customers and Mischa 
Borr. And his rhumba crew do a 
neat job for the Latin-tune fan- 
ciers. In alt. it’s the kind of a bill 


that will satisfy the customers. 


Miss Kirk has wisely shelled out 


for several special material num- 
bers for this date and has hired 
Dick Barstow, choreographer’ on 


NBC television’s Eddie Cantor and 
Fred Allen shows. to routine her 

t. She has a slight tendency at 
times to shout and could have 
clipped one number’ from her 
repertoire but otherwise, with her 
throaty pipes, freshness, showman- 

projection and infectious per- 
sonality, her work attains near-sock 


stature. She demonstrates that she 
can sell a ballad or novelty tune 
with the best of them and has a 
fine selection of songs. She had, 


the usually staid Wedgwood dinner | 
patrons join in a@ community sing 
on her opening night (30). 

Best of the special material is a 
slightly blueish but clever parody | 
on the snake trying to tempt Fve 


into tasting the forbidden fruit. 
Using a long. green glove to 


simulate the snake, with her hend 
for its head, she sells the number 
for top results. She also works 
well with a traveling mike, hidden 
in a telephone to wrap up the old 
standard. “Too Marvelous for 
Words.” There's also a snicker num- 
ber called “Who Invented the 
Bed?” For elinchers, of course. she 
coes her two best-known Brozdway 
tunes, “Gentleman Is a Dope” and 
‘Always True to You in My Fash- 
ion” and intersperses such new Hit 
Paraders as ‘The Best Thing. for 
You Is Me.” 

De Mattiazzis have their noveltv 
act down to a science and work 
up a fine illusion, complete with 
sound effects, of a couple of toy 
dancing dolls. Act is visibly en- 
hanced by the antics of Carlos De 
Mattiazzis as he rewinds the dolls, 
tries to keep them from sliding 
to the floor, etc. It’s too bad the 
illusion must be unveiled after 
one short number, which precludes 
an encore. 

Coleman orch does the show- 
hacking with the usual top-quality 
results. Stal. 





Ramona Ru.. Las Vegas 


(HOTEL LAST FRONTIER) 
Las Vegas, Dee. 1. 
Phil Spitalny’s Hour of Charm, 
with Evelyn, Jean. Gloria, Charmo- 
nettes (3), Louise, Janet, Viola, 
Karen, All-Girl Orch (23); no 
cover, no mininuon. 


One mont: return engagement 
this vear of Phil Spitalny’s Hour 
of Charm gives all-girl crew two 
«xtra weeks over last vear’s stand 
In which to chalk up SRO's. Man- 
agement has wisely provided a lush 
Xmas decor setting plus good pro- 
Motion to show off Spitalny and 
femmes. As a consequence, tables 
are booked’ solid both shows 
nightly three weeks hence. Pro- 
duction format is similar in some 
respects to last year’s smash fort- 


night. but maestro is now ac- 
climated to room, puts om a 
smoother show. Xmas aura pre- 


vails. hushine table gab to mini- 
mum—which is the only way 
Spitalny will have it. 
Curtain raiser reveals 
On stage chanting a few Yuletide 
ereetings, segs into maestro’s neat 
hello to patrons, and intro to eoral 
£roup initialer “Xmas Medley.” 
Roundelay style “First Day of 
Xmas” fades ‘nto “Silent Night” 
with Evelyn's violin obligato, and 
Adeste Fideles’ featuring con- 
tralto Jean. Spitalny then cannily 
knocks ringsiders off balance with 
orchestral “Galloping Comedians,” 
a recent waxing. 
Bevy of soloists follow, led by 
soprano Gloria with Herbert's 
Gypsy Melody” and after cheers, 
a brassy ear opener in lower reg- 
ister. “Lucky Me.” Janet's turn on 
'rumpet, triple tongues an original 
Theme and Variations” with orch 
riffing in the background for sup- 


Port. Encore bas gal heading brass . 


section in “Old Kentucky Home,” 
ten Viola's wa'loping drumming. 
Shouts for more of Viola's dingy 


“" "SS ep ewe epwreeespeerer err 


‘sponse is socko for 


everyone | 


soloing couldn't unruffle Spitalny's 
pat routining set to spot the 
Charmonettes. Trio pipes “Laugh- 
ing Song” for good applause. Spot- 
light switches tu Louise who key- 
boards a paraphrase of Grieg’s 
“Piano Concerto” while Spitalny 
provides the correct podium stance 
to extract big orch sounds. Re- 
encore, but 
format ushers contralto Jean into 
“Night and Day,” and in more 
classic vein, ‘Through the Years.” 
Gal is whistle bait—gets boffo re- 
sponse for look ng pretty, singing 
okay, although a triflle sharp in 
spots. Orch hits into screamer de- 
signed to showcasé Janet’s trumpet, 
Rita’s alto, and Viola’s tram. Latter 
cleffed the composition. “Bumble 
Boogie” returns Louise to the fore 


with resultant reception prompt- 
ing encore “J Got Rhythm.” Room 
takes on spark with Evelyn’s 
entrance, 

Latter, with violin tucked 
under chin, strokes “You and the 


Night and the Music” and “La Vie 
En Rose” with strong classical ac- 


cents showing. Brings string sec- 
tion down center for difficult uni- 
son fiddling of “Hot Canary” and 
“Fiddle Faddle” which earns 
Evelyn a begoff. 

Spitalny at this point takes an 
ace from his sleeve in the form 
ot Karen, a five vear old moppet, 
who recites “Night Before Xmas” 
over orch chording. Kid performer, 
daughter of bassist Mary Emery, 


brings down the house. 

Finale “National Emblem March” 
is flagwaver choral and orch setting 
with everybody putting forth 
enough’ spirit to win cheers. 
Spitalny, with everything wrapped 
up, invites patrons to community 
sing “Come All Ye Faithful.” 

Will. 


Cocoanut Grove. L.A. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) 
Los Angeles, Nov. 28. 
Peggy Lee, Dave Barbour Quar- 
tet, Barbara Perry, Eddie Bergman 
Orch (15), Gevi Galian Rhumband 
(5); cover, $1.50, $2. 





Last layout before the pre-holi- 
day lull sets in, the current Grove 
show looks like a sure winner. 
Headlining Peggy Lee probably is 
not as well-known to the spot’s 
regular patronage of Pasadena po- 
tentates, but they're a cinch to 
be pleased if they drop in for a 
look-see. 

Miss Lee sparks the 45-minute 
show with an effectively-paced turn 
in which she demonstrates again 
that she’s equally adept at ballad 
or bounce. Routine is generously 
spiced with platter stuff. winding 
of course with ‘‘Manana.” Rest of 
it is solidly sold, chirp making fine 
use of a good voice and relaxed 
singing style. Patter is held to 
a minimum as she punches over 
such tunes as “Golden Earrings,” 
“Good Day,” “Where or When” and 
the hauntingly tender “Don’t 
Smoke in Bed.” Throughout. she 
gets lush backing from the Dave 
Barbour quartet, which could eas- 
ily stand being spotted for at least 
one instrumental, with houseband 
harpist Patsy Kelley coming in for 
an assist. 

Show opener is “ballerina” Bar- 
bara Perry who turns in ordinary 
terp spot into an okay 12 minutes 
with a little ingenuity. Tap stuff 
follows a thin story line to sustain 
interest, hightlight being the finale 
takeoff on an Eastern gal meeting 
up with a bucking bronc. 

New policy at the Grove boasts 
continuous dancing with either 
Eddie Bergman's newly-formed 
houseband or Geri Galian’s latune 
combo always on the stand. Berg- 
man has assembled some fine side- 
men and given them a good library 
from which to work. Arrange- 
ments follow the traditional society 
band style, calculated to keep the 
Grove terpatrons happy. Geri Gal- 
ian group is one ot the better 
rhumbeat organization in this area 
and fits in nicely. Galian himself 
is spotted for a keyboard stint in 
the floorshow. Kap. 


Blue Angel. S. F. 
San Francisco. Nov. 30. 

Arthur Lee Simpkins, Blue 
Angel Trio; cover $1. 

The knowhow which stems from 
vears of training in various vocal 
mediums, from classical to boogie. 
shows up well in the songs of 
Arthur Lee Simpkins. who ranges 
far and wide with his lyrical voice 
for solid appreciation, Stint runs 
55 minutes, and tunes range from 





an operatic item from “Martha” 
to “Just A Wearying For You 
with “Mona Lisa.” “Diane,” “My 
Hero” and dramatic “Eili Eili’ 
which scores tor solid applause. 

Simpkin’s_ topflight vocalizing, 


coupled with smooth stage pres- 
ence, is surefire anywhere. 

Music support by Blue Angel 
Trio (piano, guitar and bass) is 
superb, as are incidental offerings 
by units viruses sci Eom 


| 


_Costuming 


Blue Angel, N. Y. 
Connie Sawyer, Wally Cox, Bill 
Hayes, Ann Lewis. Herman Chitti- 
son Trio, Stuart Ross, Eadie & 
Rack; $4 minimum. 


This class east side supper club 
is offsetting the pre-holiday dol- 
drums with another fine layout. Al- 
ways tasteful in its presentation 
of new and standard turns, the 
current bill accentuates smart com- 
edy which hits well with this spot’s 
clientele. 

Topliner Connie Sawyer, in a 
return booking, projects a sock act 
with her versatile watbling and 
mugging. Although slightly on the 
broad, and semetimes blue side, 
her comedy is played with a 
finesse and sharpness that breaks 
up the sophisticated customers. 
Equipped with a variety of spe- 
cial material tunes. she clicks most 
effectively with “I See By The 
Bureau of Statistics” number and 
takeoff on “Oklahoma!” Her vocal- 
izing talent. although only briefly 
displayed in straight sivle. 
Standout. indicating that she could 
also handle pop numbers with solid 
impact. 


1s 


Wally Cox. a holdover. is de- 
veloping into a clicko comic for 
the intime spots. Cox’s monolog 
has accuracy, point and subtlet: 
It’s an ambiguous deadpan style, 
however, that’s likely to stir con- 
troversy between those who like 
him unresefvedly and those who 
can't see him at all. At this spot, 
however, he goes over unqualified- 
ly, 

Two vocalists on the bill. Bill 


Haves and Ann Lewis, are reviewed 
under New Acis. Herman Chittison 


Trio dispenses smooth jazz 
rhythms, alternating with pianist 
Stuart Ross between shows. 
Herm. 
Carrousel. Paris 
Paris, Nov. 29. 
“A Corps Et A Cris” revue 
staged by Robert Lasquin, with 


Lamara, Guilda, Albert, Jr., Valdes, 
Barbara Rucik Rolandys, Sylvain. 
Henri Rossotti Orch (12) no cover, 
minimum $10. 


This ultra nitery off the Champs 
Elvsees is noted for its female im- 
personator talent. Smartly  de- 
signed and with perfect visability 
from all parts of room, it caters to 
the carriage trade and a smatter- 
ing of sightseers who come to see 
the limp-wrist set in action. Cham- 
pagne for four is 3,500 francs 
($10). Henri Rossotti supplies com- 
petent dance tunes until midnight 
and then the show takes over un- 
til three. 

The show is for the 
individual routines’ interspersed 
with sexy dance rituals by two 
scantily clad lads, and some pro- 
duction numbers of the can-can 
idiom. Gals are used in this one, 
but it is hard to tell them from 
the impersonators without a pro- 
gram. The chief appeal of the 
show are the boys en drag who 
give out with falsetto tunes and 
snaky dancing. Valdes is a show- 
stopper and his coy delivery of a 
group of double entendre songs. 
is fine and the show 


most part 


| . | 
‘ish remarks he plays two harmon- 


'and Herb Frankel. 


has a good fast pace with the cli- | 


entele appreciating and applauding | 


,the carrvings on. 


One of the best known of the 
swish cabarets this spot plays to 
capacity nightly and is usually a 
must-see for the tourists. Mosk. 


Chez Paree. Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 1. 

Frances Faye, Herb Shriner, 
Helene & Howard, Rich France & 
Lucielle Bartcs, Stan Grover, Chez 
Adorables (10), Cee Davidson 
orch (12). Manuellito Band (5); 
minimum $3 50, cover $1. 

While this new show is not as 
star-studded as those in recent 
months. it shapes up as good en- 
tertainment. It also marks a first 
tor the three acts in this spot in 
recent vears, at least. with the of- 
ferings contrasting well. Show 
numbers, too, are especially bril- 
liant. 

Helene and Howard do a straight 
terp number for intro, but break 
up the audience when gal takes a 





judo hold and flips her husky 
partner over her shoulder for fi- 
nale. She then hops on his shoul- 


ders and pair do a shuffle to “St. 
Louis Woman.” Femme mugg and 
flipgs some sharp quips Male dons 
an exaggerated bebop outfit. with 
partner in similar garb, for a 
Charleston and jive session which 
sends them off to hefty apprecia- 
tion. 

Herb Shriner is another new- 
comer to this room whose so-called 
rural wit scores with the sophisti- 
cates. There’s no buildup or ac- 
tion, in the physical s’nse of tell- 
ing a story, but the first-nighters 
enjoy the hoary tales about life in 
a small town. Comic also gets 
chuckles with his Army 


i censes, In between his Will, Roger- \ 


ica numbers, both well received. 

Frances Faye is a marked con- 
trast to Shriner’s quiet humor. 
Blonde bombshell starts off with a 
bang on “Darktown Strutters Ball’ 
on her small upright, with husky 
voice filling every corncr of the 
room. in more of the pop vein 
she offers “Sorrento” but gets back 
into the bouncy numbers with “A 
Man Could Be” and “I Don’t Care 
lf the Sun Don’t Shine,” really 
socking over a boogie beat. She 
wisely reserves her riba:d ditties 
for the late show, although many 
dinner attendees kept shouting tor 
the more torrid tunes. Her “Black 
Magic,” with an able from 
the band drummer, registers 
strong. “Irish Washerwoman” Is a 
real beat tune. Her only slightly 
tinged contrib is a duo with Cee 
Davidson, bandleader, on “To- 
night’s the Nighi,” with some innu- 
endos, but it’s right for this crowd. 
She gets back to the standard stuff 
with “Chattanoozie Shoeshine 
Boy,” and for a beg-off. 

Dorothy Dorb<sn has a splendid 
flash chorus number in “Brazilian 
Sleigh Ride.” Ov.her number, 
“Circus,” is also colorful. Line 
selections are enhanced by the so- 
los of Rich France and his new 
partner, Lucielle’ Bartos. Stan 
Grover does an able stint pro- 
duction singer and emcee. 

Cee Davidson orch continues to 
back show in fine fashion, seguing 
in to dance tempos that fill the 
floor. Manuellito leans to authen- 
tic Latin rhythms in his reliet ses- 
sions. Zabe. 


assist 


ad 


Martinique. N. ¥. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

It's been some years since Peggy 
Fears has appeared on the local 
nitery scene, with the former musi- 
comedy songstress remaining a per- 
sonable delineator of musicomedy 
tunes. She has lost none of the 
careful lyrical phrasing by which 
she was always known, and her 
voice retains its basic ‘armth. 

Miss Fears, who appeared at La 
Martinique six years ago, is do- 
ing half a dozen numbers on her 
current date, and the audience 
liked her. Svelte and chic in a 
black gown, she opens with “I’ve 
Found a Bit of Paris in N. Y.,” then 
goes through a varied grouping 
that includes, notably, the Cole 
Porter tune, “Where, Oh Where,” 
from the upcoming Porter musical, 
“Out of This World.” Latter is es- 
pecially effective. Then follows a 
French tune and a medley of for- 
mer musicomedy hits associated 
with such stars as 


Otherwise, this is mostly a hold- 
over show that, by and large, is a 
click. There are Noonan and Mar- 
shall, male comedy pair, who have 
been here since Dario reopened La 
Martinique some five weeks ago; 
Stuart Harris, young baritone, who 
looks like a comer; Johnny Conrad, 
interpretative hoofer, and the six- 
girl line. 

Ralph Font neatly handles the 
Latin rhythms, and Val Olman orch 
does okay playing for the show. 
Show has origina] tunes by Olman 
Kahn. 





Emerald Rm... Houston 
(SHAMROCK HOTEL) 


The Modernaires (5), Jon & 
Vivian Williains, Heury King’s 
Orch with Dick Krueger; $3.50 


minimum. 


The Modernaires quintet opened 
at The Shamrock the hard way. 
Booked only the Friday before 
their Nov. 28 opening, when singer 
Toni Arden cancelled because of 
illness, they had few press blurbs, 
no lobby ads. Their long trip from 
Reno, where they’d been fiooded 
out at the Riverside, brought them 
to town just in time for rehearsal. 

Big opening night crowd, half of 
whom didn’t know who was to pcr- 
form, app'auded their 20-minute 
show into nearly 40 minutes, how- 
ever. The singers are preceded by 
a local Fred Astaire terp team, 
Jon & Vivian, and singer 
Krueger, which stretched show in- 
to a too-lengthy 65 minutes 

Loaded with youth and person- 
ality, the group gives the custom- 
ers a good deal more than straight 
harmony singing. They open with 
a novelty, “Here We Are in Hous- 
ton.” and go into a “Go to Sleep” 
blackout. The four fellows and a 
gal aggregation really hits their 
stride with “Found My Baby in 
Foley’s” and “Hollywood Party.” 
Former is localized version of the 
“Gimbel’s” ditty, and is well done. 


Allan Copeland, first tenor. 
does some mirthful imitations in 
“Party.” But the biggest hit is 


second tenor Hal Dickinson's dead- 
pan Sons of the Pioneers carbon. 
with “Blue Waters.” 

Team works a trifie hard at the 
job of entertaining. A shade more 
casualness would improve things. 
Henry King’s orch backs capably, 


reininis- | With Dick Krueger on the vocals. 


e° Fraz.« 


Nora Bayes, | 
Marion Harris, Helen Morgan, etc. | 


Dick | 


Havana-Madrid, N. Y¥. 
Max Baer & Maxie Rosenbloom, 
Lily Ann Carol, Manuel & Marita 
Vierra, Roy Kirk, June Taylor 
Line, Jerry Cooper Orch, Pupi 
Campo Orch; minimums $3, $4. 


Max Baer and Maxie Rosen- 
bloom’s return to Broadway after 
an absence of couple years. pro- 
vides a good change of pace. Their 
illiteracies provide the right spic- 
ing to what has been a generaliy 
sood cafe season, and their non- 
descript zanyisms are excellent 


laugh-fodder for showbiz and 
sports elements. 

The former heavyweight pugs 
haven't changed much in the in- 
terim, a period which included a 
lengthy separation and subseauent 
reunion. But it’s still a turn which 
doesn't come out twice the same 
wav. Rosenbloom can be depended 
upon to fluff his lines and turn it 
into comedy. Baer is also good at 
an adlib and their comedy tunes 
make good use of their unortho- 
doxy. 

There's one facet of the turn 
which can be construed as new. 
At ore portion during the act, 
Rosenbloom = starts to reminisce 
on his former calling. His anec- 
dota is inieresting, only as Rosen- 
bloom points out “It aint got no 
sock end.’ It's amusing stuff 

Kor hepsters, Messrs. B&R are 
prime fodder. Their mental lapses 


are genuinely funny and their un- 
usual floor deportment gets laughs 
that en't in the script. The con- 
trast between the polished Baer 
and the sandpapered Rosenbloom 
is also an asset that pays off. 

Lily Ann Carol, former Louis 
Prima vocalist, is further described 
under New Acts. 

Holdovers Maunel 
Vierra have an 
turn. Their two 
and excellent performers. The 
topper comes with one of the 
simians knocking off a tune on a 
Solovox to hefty returns. 

Production is good with 
Cooper, vocalist turned 
dressing up the line’s 
with solid chirping and batoning 
his crew through good backstop- 
ping. Dansapation is similarly of 
high calibre. The Pupi eCampo 
crew provides the rhumba relief. 
He's developed into a draw with 
the rhumbaddicts. 

The June Taylor line has some 
picturesque routines. The gals are 
lookers and niftily costumed. Roy 
Kirk provides additional lift to the 
line production with some neatly 
contrived terps. Jose. 


al 


& Marita 
amusing novelty 


monks are cute 


Jerry 
maestro, 
numbers 


Mocambo. H’wood ° 
Hollywood, Nov. 29. 
Billy Daniels. with Benny Payne; 
Eddie Oliver Orch (7), Latin-Aires 
(5): $1.50-$2 mirimum. 


First-nighters went all out 
,for Billy Daniels’ finger-snapping, 
floor-hopping showmanship. While 
it’s occasionally difficult to de- 
termine whether the singer’s tune 


interpretations are meant to be 
tongue-in-cheek ribs or straight 
sophisticated stuff, there’s small 


doubt about their reception. 
Aided ably by keyboarder Benny 


Payne. Daniels sells 10 routines 
during his 40-minute stav, alter- 
nating tenor  whisperings with 
flashily arranged rhythm numbers 
for neat returns. His on-demand 
offerings are “Bye, Bye, Black- 


bird” and “That Old Magic,” per- 
ennials in his catalog, and two new 
entries that get warm rounds of 
applause are “Instead of You” and 
“It Just Doesn't Happen = Any 
More.” Daniels’ strenuous. stint 
also includes “I Only Have Eyes 
for You,” “I Get a Kick Out of 
You,” “I’ve Got You Under My 
Skin.” “If I Could Be With You” 
and “Bewitched.” 


In addition to dishing up some 
mellow @8ing. Payne duets a brace 
of the offerings with Daniels. Ed- 
die Oliver's septet slings the svnco- 
pation smartly for the show and 
interim terp seshes. Mike. 

Eleoted Tinasevales*boinet 
(LAS VEGAS, NEV.) 
Las Vegas. Nov. 

Carol Bruce, The Redheads (3), 
Jacqueline Hurley, Gil Johnson, 
gurney Rawlngs Kathryn Dufiy 
Danusations (7), Al Jahns Orch 
(11); no Wintiinum. 


23 


no cover 

Singers with Broadway reps who 
trot out an overabundance of new 
showtunes have been known to take 
dives in this town. Reason can be 
traced to the fact that local nitery 
dabitues haven't been exposed to 
New York’s new musicomedy songs 
directly—prefer the standards or 
disk hits. Hiuwever, Caro] Bruce, 
headlining current frame, only in- 
serts one show tune. depending 
upon familiar; and some excellent 
interps to get over. 

Thrush come: for fast “It All 
Depends on You” and follows with 
“Best Thing For You is Me" from 
the Broadway smash, “Call Me 
Madam.” Latter gets only fair re- 
j.. . (Continued oy spage, 54), » 

¥*a? i 


9¢ 











54 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 6, 1950 








Letter 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 6 





whether full or split week 


(WR) 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli; (W) Warner? 
Walter Reade 











NEW YORK CITY 


Capitol (L) 6-10 
S Henderson Ore 
Vagabonds 
Kay Armen 
Dunhills 

11-13 
Enric Madriguera O 


Renald & Rudy 
Charles Fredericks 
Trini Reyes 
Paul Regan 
Music Hall ( 
Martha King 
Bettina Rosa, 
Roy Raymond 
Leonard Sues 
Kinko 
Sharkey 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Svm Orc 
Palace 
Prof Kellar 
Sen Murphy 
2 Valors 
Louise Hoff 
4 Buddies 
(2 to fill) 
Paramount (P) 6 
Nat King Cole 3 
Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
\lickey Deems 
Tong Bros 
Roxy (!) 
Philharmonic 
Piano 4 
P Remos Tos 


7 


Ballet 


R) 7 


Boys 


| Max 


BUFFALO 
Paramount (P) 9 
Arthur Godfreys 
Talent Scouts 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 8 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Sarah Vaughan 
Joe Chisholm 
Howell & Bowser 
Oriental (1) 7 
5 Skylarks 
$} Stooges 
Eileen Barton 
Perry Franks & J 
Sherman Hayes Orc 


ELMIRA 
Strand (W) 7 Only 
Grand Ole Opry 
Ernest Tubb 


Raney Bd 
9-1 


| Original Amateur 


Hour Unit 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 8 
Bon Bon 
Holmes & Jean 
Ella Fitzgerald 
Jackie ‘‘Moms” 
Mabley 
Ink Spots 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (1) 8-19 
Coley Bay. 


Wonder Horse 
Victoria Tp 


Harold Barnes W Whitehouse Co 

Homayne & Brent Joe Altee 

Joan Hyldoft Jackie Burtell 
Strand (W) 8 ; WASHINGTON 

Tee Marx | Capitol (L) 7 

Peggy Mann | Bobby Whaling 

Tommy Wonder | Don Cornell 

Dave Apollon Co | Pitchmen 

Danny Capri Mary Raye & Naldi 

AUSTRALIA 

MELBOURNE M & H Nesbitt 


His Majesty’s (1) 4 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 
Elimar 
Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim de Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe ouse 


Ww ——- 
Alice Brommann 


Wally Boag 

Babs MacKinnon 
Marquis & Family 
Detroy 

Ileana Sazova 
Rob Murray 


| Eugene's Flying 


Celebrity 


| 
| 
| 
' 


| John 


Ballet 

8 
SYDNEY 
Tivoli ()) 
Calvert 
Ann Cornell 
M Colleano Co 


4 


Cissy Trenholm | Horrie Dargie 4 
Tivoli (1) 4 Ralph Barry 
Guus Brox & Myrna + Romanoff 3 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) 4 
Amazing Chevalier 

Co 
Johnnie Kayes 
Filving Dernos 
Ranleighs 
Liberty Horses 
Oscar Spuds Co 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 
Roger Smith 
Reid & Squires 
©'Doyle Bros « 
Collinson & Breen 
Dolinoffts & Raya Sis 
Krista & Kristel 
Billy ag tent 
Tipsv & Brow 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (1) 4 
Hal Monty 
5 Skyliners 
Jimmy Elliott 
Moray Bros & Dave 
Bob Wyne & 
Barbara 
Betty Hobbs Girls 
Eddie Gordon & N 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 4 
Paula Coutts 
Anton Karas 
D & J O’Gorman 
Song Pedlars 
Freddie Bamberger 
& Pam 
Tommy Fields 
Paul & Pauline 
Olga Varona 
Barclay Sis 
ROURNEMOUTH 
Hippodrome (1) 
Jimmy Gay 
Johnnie Carlton 
Mar«i Morris 
Eddie Stacey 
Johnnie Marsh 
Ann Gaynor 
Bertie Sellers 


2 Aret 
BRIXTO" 
Empress (!) 
Tex McLeod 
Vera Cody & 
Animals 
Harold Walder 
Ottawa Henry 
Bunkhouse Be 
Texas Coweir's 
BRISTO! 
Empire (!) 
Yick Tubb Jr 
June Scott 
Les Cooper 
Mme Du-Ro- 
Anton Petrov 
Mildred Ham 
John Gerrer¢ 
Noon Bros 
Gridneff Co 
George & Lvad 
Garden of Erde 
Lovlies 
CHELSEA 
Palace (1) 
Pon Saunders 
Georce Came 
Normon Harpe 
; & E Grande 
Phyllis Terre! 
Roy & Ray 
Mary Horkne 
Ted Gilbert 
Miriom Pearse 
Leslie Noves 
Buddy Crawfor: 
Glomerous Lovliv 
EAST HAMPT’ 
Metropolitan «| 
Bunny Baron 
Billy Nelson 
Chuck O'Neill 
Eddie Gordon & 
Nancy 
Ivy Luck 
Harry Arnold 
Sloane Sis 


4 


Les Raynor & Betty 


Palace (i) 4 





Jack Lewis 
Dawkes & 
Melody 6 
Arthur Knotto 
Pete Taylor 
Ralph Humber 
James Regan 
Eric Marr 


Rose 


| Bert Yates 


EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 4 
Carroll Levis Co 


| Orfertis 3 


Stan Jay & Joan 
Mooney & King 
Gaston Palmer 


Correll 3 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 4 
Billy Cotton Bd 


Ganjou Bros & J 
Donald B Stuart 
Jovee Golding 
| Carsony Bros 
|! Johnny Lawson 3 
| GLASGOW 
Empire (M) 4 
Rex Remer 
| Alan Dean 
|Patterson & Jackson 
| Winifred Atwell 
| Roy Lester 
| Botonds 
Veronica Martell 
Eve Eacott 
| GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 4 
Jackson Earle 
Valerie & Davis 
Wallace Deliss 
Janet 
P & F Naylor 
, Annette Duvals G's 
Billy Eves 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 
5 Smith Bros 
Jon Pertwee 
Bernard Miles 
| Evy & Everto 
| Chan Canasta 
| Muldoon 4 
'D & D Lupino 
Bel-Louis Bres 
LEEDS 





% 


| 
' 
} 
| 


& 


4 





| Empire (M) 
Jack Radcliffe 
Merry Macs 
| Agnettes & Sylviu 
Jackley & Jee 
LEICESTER 
| Palace (S) 4 
M & A Dey 
Desmond & Marks 
Willis & Ritchie 
Haynes & Gardner 
Parisienne Lovlies 
David Sayer 
Doreen Lavender 
Raymoni Bros 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 4 
Skating Meteors 
Sam Costa 
Hope & Ray 
Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 
Jimmy James Co 
| Nitwits 
| Bobby Breen 
De V 
| LONDON 
| Palladium (M) 
| Frankie Howerd 
Binnie Hale 
Nat Jackley 
Ben Yost Roval 
Guerds 


4 


Dorothy 
Joe Black 
Dancettes 
Palace (M) 4 
Bebe & Belle 
Ronnie Ronalde 
Robb Wilton 
Max Bacon 
V & J Crastonian 
Great Alexander Tp 
Jay Palmer & 
Doreen 
Gloria & Splendid 
Harry Worth 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 4 
Woods & Jarrett 
Eddie Williams 
Pep Graham 
NORTHAMP ION 
New (1) 4 
Revellers 
Robert Moreton 
Janet Brown 
4 Salvadors 
3 MecMurrays 
Georges & Lennette 
North & Stoyvie 
Ethel Barton 4 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome i! 
Speedy Smith 
Gwendliyn Grey 
Cy Grant 
Ida Shepley 
David Dirks 


Radio 


4 


| Dan Sackson 


Gwyn Miller 

Rex Dutton 

McKay Bros & Vera 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 4 

Phyllis Dixey 

Randolph Sutton 

Irving & Girdwood 

Billy O'Sullivan 

Jack Tracy 

2 Pirates 

Howard De Courcey 


| 
| 
| 


| Lee 


Ronnie Stewart 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 
Laurie Watson 
Derek Roy 
Rey Overbury 
Lawrence 
Jackie Co 
Charlie Clapham 
Richman & Jackson 
Marie De ere 3 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (I) 4 
Kiltie Jrs 
Winters & 
Lockey & 
Joe Church 
Gaye & Van 
Gabrielle 
Rovyalettes 


WOLVER- 
HAMPTON 
Hippodrome i!) 
Max Miller 
Vic Ray & Lucille 
Leslie Lester 
3 Karloffs 
Alfred Thripp 
Nixon & Dixon 
Frank Wilson 
Joe Alter & Renee 


WOOD GREEN 

Empire (S) 4 
4 Eskimos 
Rene Sirange 
Anne Rogers 
Eddie Ward 
Somers & Jean 
V & V Mileham 
Alma Cookson 
Carr & Ives 
Cyclo Bros 
Topper Martyn 

YORK 

Empire (1) 
Ken Bailey 
D & R Montreal 
Marians & Bessell 


4 


Fielding 


Henry 


f 


4 


SUNDERLAND Roy Rivers 
Empire (M) 4 Turner & Davies 
Joe Stein Pete Dulay 
Max Carole | Jean Sweetman 
7 Ashtons tIves & French 
Fred Sloan ; Betty English 
Jack Farr Joyce Marsh 
CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON Monita Diaz 
Granada (I) 4 Hal Perry Jr 
Flack & Lucas Harris & Radcliffe 


Morris French Co 


| Sydney Shaw 


| 


Freddie Costello 
Revel & Fields 


| 2 Hynes 


ere Empire Gls 


Warren Latona & §S 


Gipsy 3 

Jerry Desmonde 

| MANCHESTER 

| Hippodrome (‘S) 4 
| Allan Jones 

| Cookes Pony Rev 
|} Annell & Brask 

| Hall & Flynn 

D & E Wolcox 
MacKenzie Reid & 


MONTREAL 


Gayety ‘l) 4 


Hill & Delmar 
Michelle Laurence 
Billy Romapo 
Devan Bros 

R & B Carroll 
Paddy Wing 

Will Skinner Orch 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Birdiana 
Bill Farrell 
Bud Johnson 
Bud Powell 3 
Billy Taylor 4 

Blue Angel 
Connie Sawyer 
Bill Hayes 
Wally Cox 
Stuart Ross 
Harold Ceoke 
Barbara Cook 


Morecambe & Wise Eadie & Rack 


Chittison 3 
Bon Soir 


| Jimmie Daniels 


Mae Barnes 
Ghostley & Wood 
Norene Tate 
Garland Wilson 
Ellis Larkin 3 
Cafe Society 
Josh White 
Beatrice Howell 
Leonard Conner 
Clift Jackson 
J Windhurst Ore 





Copacapane 
Phil Silvers 
June Hutton 
M Durso Ore 
Stump & Stumpy 
| Jean Caples 
Chuck Brunner 
| Betty Harris 
| Mickey Devine 
| Austin Mack 
F Alvares Ore 


| Diamond Horseshoe | 


Ross & LaPierre 

| Rudy Cardenas 

W C Handy 

Billy Banks 

Gloria LeRoy 

Noble Sissle Orc 

| Chie Morrison Orc 

| Rigoletto Bros 

| Jack Spoons 

| Frank Evans 

lommy King 

Harry Meehan 

Billy Banks 

Harry Armstrone 
Havana-Madrid 

Baer & Rosenbioum 

Lily Ann Carol 

Roy Kirk 

Pupi Campo 

Jerry Cooper 

Vierra Monkeys 

Iceland 

& Lenore 

Ore 





Ore 


| Alfred 
| Jack Palmer 
Habibi 
Lota 
Bracha 
Hillel & Aviva 
| El Chico 
| Rostta Rios 
| Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’ Alonso Orc 
L’Aigion 
Harvey Grant 
| Lynne Bretton 
Dolph Traymon 
| Leon & Eddie's 
| Eddie Davis 
| Lyda & Yanni 
Kenny Davis 
La Commedia 
Jo Hurt 
_ La Martinique 
Noonan & Marshal! 
Peggy Fears 
Johnny Conrad 
James Hawthorne 
Ralph Font Orc 
Val Olman Orc 
_ Latin Quarter 
Wences 


* 


Galli Galli 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Christiani Troupe 
Mila Raymon 
Vikings 
| Nirska 
| Les Zoris 
| Genia Mel 
Wilson Morrelli 
Calvin Holt 
Ralph Young 
Art Wane: Orc 
Le Ruwan Bieu 
Bibi Osterwald 
Konnie Graham 
| George Hall 
| Betty Oakes 
| Norman Paris 3 
| Julius Monk 
| Little Club 
Ernie Warren orc 
No 1 Fifth ave 
| Louise Howard 
Erik Rhodes 
Downey & tonville 
traze) Webster 
Old Knick 
| Jerry Bergen 
| Arthur Barnett 
' Harry Fleer 
Denise Griffin 
Fred Ardath 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jackie Winston 
Buster Burnell 
Alverda 
Mary Mon Toy 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 
Park Ave 
| Gloria Elwood 
| Scotty Graham 
| Charlie Stewart 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Hote! Ambassado: 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
| Harold Nage) Ore 
| Hotei Edison 
| Henry Jerome Ore 
| Hotel New Yorker 
Ray Robbins Ore 
Rookies 
Carol Lynne 
Farrar & Carter 
Ozzie Wells 
B Pennington 
Arthur Johnson 
Hotel Pierre 
DeMarcos 
Robert Maxwell 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Manuel! Jiminez Ore 
Hotel 
Park Sheraton 
Irving Fields 3 
Hote! Plaza 
Victor Borge 
Artini & Consuelo 
Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 
Dick La Salle Ore 
Mote! Roosevel 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Jane Morgan 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Horace Diaz Ore 
Hotel Shelbourne 
Aaron Payne 
Joan Kibrig 
Ray Ramirez 
| Spotlighters 
| Hotel Statier 
| Ray Anthony Ore 
|. Motel Taft 
| Vincent Lopez Orc 
| 


| 
| 
| 
! 





Versailtes 
Edith Piaf 
| Emile Petti Ore 


Panchito Ore , Hope Foy 

‘a village — Clarence Williams 3 
ourbon ayne | ; 

Tex Fletcher Waldort-Astorie 

Jane Abel | Lisa Kirk 

Peter Rubino | De Mattiazzis 
Village Vanguard) Emil Coleman 

Irwin Corey ‘Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawk ! Lee Morgan 
“Roaring Twenties” Jerry Glidden Ore 
Susan Scott H Edgewater Beach 
Joel Friend Honey Bros 
Connie Baxter D Hild Ders 
Henry Brandon Ore Ofri: Tucker Ore 

Cher faree Hotel Stevens 

| Stan Grover Skating Rvyles 
| Herb Shriner Arnold Shoda 
| Francis Faye Jerry Mapes 


Jack Rafftloer 
Mac MacGraw 
Reed Williams 
Harper flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Blvdears 
Jo Barnum 

Jack Spoons 


| Helene & Howard 

|} D Dorben Ders 

Manuelitto Ore 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Paimer House 

J & S Steele 

DeLeon & Graciella 

Rudells (3 


M Abbott Ders Chordmen (4) 
Eddie O'Neal Ore Buddy Rust 
Helstngs Bill Perry 
Georgie Gobel Leighton Noble Ore 
Jayne Walton Vine Gardens 
Billy Chandler Ore | Lind Bros (3) 
Hotel Bismarck B Jovece & Ginger 
Franklin & Moore Mel Cole Ore 
LOS ANGELES 
Ambassador Hotel Ciro’s 
Peggy Lee Desi Arnaz Ore 
Dave Barbour 4 Joe Carioca 
Barbara Perry Maryee 
Eddie Bergman Ore Marco Rizo 
Geri Galian Ore Jesse, James & 
Biltmore Hotel Cornell 
Sonny Howard 
Hoctor & Byrd } mecemue 
Vie and Adio Billy Daniels 
Anita Aros Latin-Aives 
Russ Morgan Ore Eddie Oliver Ore 
LAS VEGAS 
Desert Inn Louis Armstrong O 
‘‘Minsky’s Follies” Earl Hines 
| Dardy Orlando Jack Teagarden 
Trudine Barney Bigard 
| George Moore | Arvell Shaw 
Leo Diamond + Velma Middleton 
Bobby Morris | Cozy Cole 
Joe De Rita | Pinky Lee 
Murray Briscoe | Bill White 
Allan Cole Chuy Reyes Ore 
Carrie Finnell Garwood Van Ore 


Carlton Hayes Orc 
El Rancho Vegas 
Gordon MacRae 
Anthony, Allyn 
& Hodges 
| Sterling Young Ore 
| Flamingo Hotel 
| The Redheads 
| 


Last Frontier Hotel 
Phil Spitaliny Ore 
Nick Stuart Ore 
Thunderbird Hotel 
Carol Bruce 
Jacqueline Hurley 
Al Jahns Ore 
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a 13-week cycle for each 15-minute 
segment per week on NBC's inter- 
connected net. According to the 
web, when the cost i€ collated with 
the latest Nielsen 32-city rating of 
18.5, the sponsor’s cost-per-thou- 
sand would be $2.19, or $4.38 when 
women alone are taken into con- 


sideration. Sponsor is allowed two | 
minute-long spots on each segment, | 


plus a five-second product identifi- 
cation. In addition, NBC promises 
to protect each product category. 

| First bankrollers to buy into the 
| show were American Home Prod- 
ucts for the 4:15 to 4:30 slot Thurs- 
days; Minute Maid, for 4:30 to 4:45 
Thursdays, and Durkee, for 4:30 to 
4:45 Selaoskave, Since then, NBC 
has sold two segments to Jergen’s 
Lotion, 4:15 to 4:30 Wednesday and 
| Friday; the 4:30 to 4:45 segment 
| Monday to Chesebrough; the same 
‘slot Tuesdays to Simmons Mattress; 
the 4:30 to 4:45 slot Fridays to 
Hazel Bishop Lipstick, and the 4 to 
'4:15 period Mondays, Wednesdays 
|; and Fridays to Procter & Gamble. 

Hunt Foods vesterday (Tues.) 
bought the complete 4:45 to 5 strip 
cross-the-board. 

In addition, Corn Products, for 
Mazola Oil and a laundry starch, 
has ordered two segments which 
have not yet been allocated. NBC 
also hopes P&G will take the 4 to 
4:15 segment Tuesdays and Thurs- 
days, which would achieve the sell- 
out. It’s noted, incidentally, that 
such bankrollers as Jergen’s, Sim- 
mons and the lipstick firm have 
never before been represented on 
TV and that Durkee, for one, has 
cancelled several magazine ads to 
provide a budget for the program. 

In first attempting to sell the 
show. NBC ran into numerous 
agency obstacles. Agencies claimed 
housewives were too busy to watch 


daytime TV and that those who 
would sit down before their sets 
would, for psychological reasons. 


view only programs with a home 
economics theme. Nielsen rating. 
however, proved that the show 
could attract a hefty audience, ac- 
cording to NBC. Rating. taken for 
the week of Oct. 16, represented 
an 86°, share of audience and a 
21.5 sets-in-use. figure 





Burke Ankles GAC 
George Burke has exited Gen- 
eral Artists Corp.’s radio-TV de- 
partment to join personal manager 
Charles Wick. He’ll concentrate 
mainly on _ radio-TV packaging. 
Talent handled by Wick includes 
Jimmy Wakely, Marion Hutton and 
| Art Lund. 
Burke, incidentally, was head of 
GAC's legit department before 
| going into the radio-TV setup. 





/ sall are, factors in. winnin 














| Motel Thunderbird 

jaction. Slick arrangement of “Blues 
‘in the Night’ gets hefty applause. 
Miss Bruce then reprises a succes- 


sion of yesteryear hit paraders 
such as “My Man,” “Ten Cents a 
Dance,” “Stormy Weather,” and 
“My Bill,” winning plenty reaction 
from patrons. Highlight and clos- 
ing was sock version of “Jenny,” 
with roving mike and_ intimate 
jringside chatter. She includes 
bumps, swivel-hips to bring her 
stanza to a boffc finish. 


_ Jacqueline Hurley, acro contor- 
tionist first on bill, sells her amaz- 
ing body pretzelings on a special 
table equippee with colored lights. 
Patrons are fascinated by her 
clever twists and double bends 
Gets solid appreciation. With the 
first appearance away from the 
Coast where they broke in their 
act, The Redheads (piano, guitar 
;and banjo, bass) click solidly. Trio 
shows freshness, vitality plus good 
material in vocal and instrumental 
numbers. Opening with a clever 
‘special called “Uranium 235,” lads 
| prove line in song—‘“there’s a little 
bit of corn born in all of us” by 
selling top grade variety. Act wins 
high score with impresh routine 
“L. B. Mayer’s Party” with neat 
mimery, earn a begotf on cornball 
finish with “Somebody Stole My 
Gal.” ; 

Import from Europe, Gil John- 
son emerges from Duffy Dansa- 
tions opening line number to sing, 
hoof and sock home a drum bit. 
He returns on finale production in 
“Serenade for Jazz” based on 
“Student Prince” score. Ballet 
breaks into jazz after Johnson per- 
forms a pas de deux with ballerina 
Christina Carson. Rest is cleating 
routine with Johnson's spins win- 
ning applause. 

_ Barney Rawlings sings . produc- 
tion numbers, and is an engaging 
emcee. Al Jahns musicrew takes 
rapid cues and all chores in good 
stride, segueing into easy tempos 
for dancing. 

Although not employing pinnacle 
names to beckon customers indoors 
from desert breezes, this show in 
all probability will do good biz 
because of its razzle dazzle produc- 
tion, There's not a lull in the entire 
60 minutes, Will. 





El Casbah. K. (€. 
(HOTEL BELLERIVE) 
Kansas City, Dee. 1. 
Joe Vera Orch (5): 
cover. 


Liberace, 
$1, $1.50 

Liberace is making his third 
stand of the year in the deluxe 
dinner room of the Bellerive with 
this two-week stand. Each date this 
year was a welcome one for the 
hotel, and this one hews right to 
the line of better biz. 

The fancy pianology and chatter 
which is Liberace’s forte are now 
enhanced by some equally fancy 
lighting, effectively managed even 
in this small room. What with 
brother George Liberace to direct 
the orch and the lighting effects, 
what was a straight piano act is 
now a slick nightclub presentation. 

To begin with Liberace goes 
straight longhair, with a condensed 
version of a rhapsody. but quickly 
gets into more popular retinue with 
medley from “South Pacific” and 
fanciful “Twelfth Street Rag.” 
Then goes for a softer number. 
adding a vocal to “September 
Song” and “There Must Be Some- 
thing Better Than Love.” Returns 


to the embellished instrumental 
work with a Gershwin tribute. 
Quin. 





Minn. Terrace. Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, Dee. 1. 
Kay Starr (2). Alan Carney, 
Cecil Golly Orch. (12) with Mil- 
dred Stanley, $1-$1.50 cover, $2.50- 
$3.50 minimum. 





With good supporting help from 
comedian Alan Carney, songstress 
Kay Starr is extremely enjoyable, 
It's her local debut and she com- 
pletely meets the high expectations 
aroused by her best-selling disks. 
her buoyant personality lending 
added lustre to her vocalizing. — 

This stacks up as one of the 
more lively melodic sessions swift- 
ly paced. The vibrant and animated 
|Miss Starr spreads plenty of joy 
,as she warbles her way through 
Stick arrangements of “Them 
There Eyes,” “He’s a Good Man to 
Have Around,’ “Tell Me How Long 
the Train’s Been Gone,” “Mavbe 
You'll Be There,” “You Don't Go 
(Out Tonight Papa” and, for good 


‘Measure, such audience requests 
as ‘“Bonaparte’s Retreat” and 
“Wabash Cannon Ball.” Most of 


her numbers have comedy over- 


tones and her original material and | 


choice of songs infrequently heard 
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g§ her aicapably. . Biz so-so. 











triumph. Her own conductor, ar- 
ranger and pianist, Dick Matthews 
merits a hand, too, for his con- 
tribution to the offering’s effective 
snap and speed. 

Carney is familiar through a 
previous Terrace appearance and 
theatre engagements here. His 
yarns and gags for the most part 
are oldies, but he’s one of the top- 
notch dialect funsters and _ tells 
them so well that they’re still good 
for laughs. And apparently even 
“ hen he digs a little deep in the 
mire he handles his material ex- 
pertly enough so as not to offend, 
His soap box routine, affording Op- 
portunity for brief characteriza- 
tions of a number of nationalities, 
is always welcome. Rees. 





Gogi’s LaRue. N. Y. 


Ted Straeter’s Orch (8), Sam 
tay’s String Ensemble (7); $3.50 


minimum. 


This is what might be called a 
“personality” room. Not a person- 
ality in the form of a performer, 
for there is no show. It is a room 
Whose lure is based on the person- 
ality of a onetime Continental, 
Gogi Tchitchitnadze, who has es- 
tablished himself as restaurant host 


in Hollywood, Mexico City, New 
York and Paris. 
Gogi has taken over LaRue's 


with the aid of friendships that he 
has established in the past quarter 
of a century of hosting. He is head 
of a corporation whose investors 
have put up anywhere from $2,000 
to $20,000 with the backers com- 
prising a group from Hollywood 
and cafe society. The $2,000 mini- 
mum, incidentally, enables the in- 


vestor to own 10 shares, with the 
money people’ including Tony 
Martin, Hedy Lamarr, Herbert 
Klotz, Conrad Hilton, Horace 


Schmidlapp, Kay Thompson, Emmy 
Berlinghame, etc., among a group 
of about 20 stockholders. 

Don Loper has redecorated the 
spot, wi'l: its background of mire 
rors and neutral colors. The bar is 
decorated with expensive paintings 
loaned to it by the Newhouse gal- 
leries. 

Friday is black-tie night, and you 
cant get in unless attired accord- 
ingly. On this night are varied 
contests, such as a balloon dance, 
etc.. with door prizes as part of 
the setup. Biz has been socko from 
the opening two weeks ago. 

The only other entertainment is 
Ted Straeter’s “society” orech, with 
the maestro at the piano, and six 
strolling violinists called Sam Ray’s 
String Ensemble, with Ray accomp- 
ing at the piano. Both groups are 
extremely effective, Straeter for 
t-e “ance music, which is of the 
sweet, easily-danceable type, and 
the fiddlers lending a neat touch 
with their wide repertory of Con- 
tinental melodies. Kahn. 





Latin Quarter, Boston 
Boston, Dec. 1. 
Fran Warren (2), Willie Shore, 
Gaudsmith Bros. (2), Martin York, 
Arden-Fletcher Line (8), Dave Les- 
ter Orch (9), Don Rico Quartet; 
$1 cover, $3 minimwrn. 


Although this layout stacks as 
pretty tair entertainment, lack of 


strong marquee names plus usual 
pre-holiday slump are combining to 
hurt biz this stanza. 

Songstress Fran Warren and 
comic Willie Shore split the billing 
but, when caught, comic grabbed 
top honors. Guy uncooks a sesh of 
nimble terping tied together with 
an Okay line of chatter with over- 
all satisfactory results. His kidding 
about the hefty sums his mother 
dished out for dancing lessons is 
quickly dissipated with examples 
of nifty softshoe, ballet. clog and 
Frisco routines. Guy could include 
moré hoofing in his stint for it gets 
best .ppreciation. His comic efforts 
net mixed returns but inclusion of 
a pantomime bit of a pinball ma- 
chine addict scores nicely. 

Miss Warren, currently receiving 
RCA-Victor buildup, is a slick look- 
ing, capable thrush, but injection of 
special material is indicated in or- 
der to wham across to nightclub- 
bers. Gal, neatly gowned, handles 
the pop, “I Love the Guy” and old- 
ies, “Take Me in Your Arms,” 
“Dancing in the Dark” and “Some- 
body Loves Me” in sexy, solid fash- 
ion. “Look to the Rainbow” sans 
mike was slightly weak for this spa- 
cious room. 

Balance of layout includes old- 
timers, The Gaudsmith Bros. with 
their standard stint of tomfoolery 


_with two French poodles, and neat 


vocalizing of “Marta” and “Lucky 

Old Sun” by Martin York. The 

Arden-rletcher girls careen 

through a couple of okay produc- 

tion numbers with Dave Lester 

orch handling the eeraes 
' ie, 
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House Reviews 


Paramount, N. Y. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch (16), with 
Kenny Martin & Pat O’Connor, 
Tong Bros. (3), Mickey Deems, 
Nat King Cole & Trio; “Let’s 
Dance” (Par), reviewed in 
VARIETY Aug. 9, ’50. 


Paramount’s 24th Anniversary 
show is a fairly low-budgeted affair, 
with only three acts plus the 
Jimmy Dorsey organization. None: 
theless, it’s a nicely paced and 
pleasant bill. 

Good deal of the 
the Dorsey unit. Band opens the 
show with a rhythm version of 
“Sweet Georgia Brown,” and then 
vocalist Kenny Martin comes on 
to sing “Just Say I Love Her.” 
fartin has a good voice and a 
personable delivery, but the song 
is a bit too heavy for him. Trumpet- 
er. Shorty Sherock combines with 
chirp Pat O’Connor for an amusing 
version of “Kiss Me,” in which 
the trumpet echoes the chirp’s 
pleas. Gal shows lots of poise in 
her turn. Dorsey’s Dixieland unit 
does a number, but it could have 
used some microphone rehearsals, 
since a couple of instruments were 
drowned out and the acoustics gen- 
erally were bad. 

Nat King Cole and the Trio, who 
currently are riding high with 


load falls in 


score solidly ir their stint. Adroitly 


mixing rhythm numbers and 
ballads, Cole commands complete 
attention all the way, registering 
best on his ‘Mona Lisa” and 


“Orange Colored Sky.” He’s amus- 
ing on a calypso tune called 
“Calypso Blues.” and bows off with 


his seasonal disclick of a couple 
of years ago, “The Christmas 
Song.” 

Comic Mickey Deems registers 
1icely before a family audience 


with his commentary on home life 
on a Sunday and his impressions 
of the couple before and after 
marriage. He’s got good delivery, 
a personable appearance and hep 


material. However, as he_ gets 
around more and more. his ma- 
terial is beginning to wear, and 
he'll need some new routines be- 
fore long. 

An acro act, the Tong Bros. 
(New Acts), completes the bill. 


Dorsey’s Orch does a fine job of 


backing the show, especially with 
Cole’s arrangements for full band 
accompaniment. Chan. 


R’way-Capitol Detroit 
Detroit, Dec. 5. 
Duke Ellington Orch (15), The 
Orioles, Moke & Poke, Hammond's 
Birds; “Killer Stalked New York” 
(Col), 


Dramatie lighting gets this show 
off to a fast start and it seldom 
sSlackens pace. Opening consists 
of a medley of Duke Ellington num- 
bers on a blacked-out stage, with 
soloists being spotlighted. 

Ellington’s pianistics midway in 
program on an.original, “Happy Go 
Lucky.” is the high point of the 
show. Then five Ellington trumpet- 
ers give out in “Blue Skies.” and 
saxophonist Johnny Hodges does 
some ultra-fancy improvising on 
“Sunny Side of Street” for pdenty 
of cheers from the hep cats. 

Featured act is The Orioles. 
three singers, a piano, a guitar and 
a bass fiddle. They boast a tenor 
who specializes in abrupt phrasing. 
Most of their ballads are well re- 
ceived, not so their rendition of 
“The Lord’s Prayer.” 

Band's vocalists. Chubby 
Kemp and Al Hibbler, get nice re- 
turns, the former with “Hey, 
Little Boy,” and “The Greatest 
There Is,” and Hibbler with “Do 
Nuthin’ Till You Hear From Me,” 


“Lover Come Back to Me,” and 
‘Danny Boy.” 
Moke & Poke, a comic dance 


team, get plenty of laughs and ap- 
plause for their routine. Ham- 
mond’s Birds, a troupe of perform- 
ing cockatoos, were well received. 
Tew. 


Casino, Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 1. 
Dunninger, Eddie Fisher, The 
Barkleys (4), Arnold Dover, The 
Sherwoods (3), Bob Goodman, 
Archie Stone House Orch; “Johnny 
One-eye” (UA). 


For the heaviest business in sev- 


eral weeks, Dunninger is luring 
the customers into the Casino on 


Eeneral entertainment appeal, with 
Eddie Fisher in for the bobbysox 
draw. But it’s Dunninger’s show as 
this master showman calls up vol- 
Unteers from the audience (and an- 
hounces his long-standing offer of 
$10.000 if anyone can prove he is 
using a stooge or confederate) for 
Nis amazing mindreadine feats via 
hidden blackbotrd a*.swers. card 
Choice ‘dentificetions aod ‘phone di 
recvory readings. Last time Dun 
"’nger was heres was at Masses 


a} 
couple of their Capitol recordings, | 


| Hall, that staid citadel of concert 
culture, at $4 top; now he’s doing a 
| four-day 30-mins. stanza whose only 
| unsatisfactory aspect is that he has 
to begoff on time limit. 

| On the billing honors for an ob- 
|viously mixed audicnce, Fisher, 
|with his heavy kid f_llowving, has 
no trouble in getting over in his 
ro.ust renditions of “Sitting on 
Top of the World,” “If You Should 
Leave Me,” “Thinking of You” and 
other disclicks, plus his sock» Ed- 
die Cantor imitation of ‘Makin’ 
Whoopee.” 

In a 75-mins. presentation, The 
Barkleys (grandfather, daughter, 
grandson and granddaughter) get 
over neatly on nostalgic response 
in their three-generation dance con- 
trasts and energetic challenge. Ar- 
nold Dover had to begoff on his 
authentic imitations o* Jimmie 
Stewart, the Fred Allen’s Alley 
characters, Arthur Godfrey, Billy 
Eckstine and a rev rent tribute to 
the late Al Jolson. The Sherwoods 
(two men and a girl) do their acro- 
batics in the modern manner with 
graceful timing marked by non- 
chalance that glosses over the ap- 
parent ease of their triple mounts 
and smooth throw-about catches. 

McStay. 


Chieage. Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 1. 
Three D’s, Alphonse Berge & Co. 
(5), Mary Small, Gil Lamb, Louis 
Basil Orch; “‘Harriet Craig” (Col). 


Present one-weeker reflects need 
of marquee lure. While standard 
acts are well received, with Gil 
Lamb doing a nifty job as emcee 
and breaking up his_ routine 
throughout the revue, sparse audi- 
ence is due to lack of name talent. 

Three D’s, male horizontal bar 
act, work briskly with comedy 
overtones, each getting a neat re- 
ception for solo efforts. Tandem 
work with half twists and catches 
makes for strong closer. Alphonse 
Berge with his three eye-filling, 
scantily draped models, is still a 
good flash actor. Working nimbly. 
he flings bolts of cloth around as he 
races against time to costume his 
girls. Standard finale with com- 
plete bridal gown rates heavy ap- 
plause. 

Mary Smal: gets off to a bouncy 
beginning with “You Can't Take it 
With You.” Switches abruptly with 


medley of ‘“‘La Vie En Rose” and 
“Harbour Lights” and then capl- 
talizes on current novelty tune, 


“The Thing” with bandmen joining 
in for the breaks. Blonde then 
encores with “I Had a Little Talk 
With the Lord” for neat returns. 
Lamb gets yocks with his quick- 
ies, and works with the acts and 
bandleader, Louis Basil. to liven 
things up. In his own spot, he also 
scores. In place of his traditional 
juve pic house seatholder, he has 
another and almost as hilarious bit 
of nonsense, a take-off of a 
viewer seeing the average fare. 
Gets additional laughs with panto 
adagio, sans partner, and for finale 
does variations on nursery rhyme, 
“Little Jack Horner,” with his be- 


— 


| 


tele | 


bop character copping the majority | 


of applause. 
Louis Basil doubles as stooge to 
Lamb's comic efforts. coming olf 
rather handily, and orchestra works 
briskly to bolste™ bill. Zabe. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 30. 
Perry Franks & Janyce, Eileen 
Barton, 3 Stooyes, The Skylarks 
(5), Sherman Hayes Orch; “Two 
Weeks With Love” (M-G). 


This touring package is getting 
along without its headliner, Dick 
Haymes. who had to cancel out 
because of illness. To some degree 
it suffers with the replacement, 
the Skylarks. Vocal team (three 
males and two femmes) fill bill 
in neat fashior. with a wise choice 
of material, but they're  handi- 
‘capped for lack of stage acumen. 
Group, obviously got its tutelage 
before the zoomars and is show- 
casing videow.se by tightly hugging 
the bandstand Group opens with 


clever treatment of “When You 
and I Were Young.” then a slow. 


belabored version. of “Danny Boy.” 
They pick up solidly with “Vaude- 
ville Is Back.” in which each per- 
form standard vaude turns between 
the vocalizing 

Skylarks are slotted in closing 
spot, which seems to be poor bal- 
ance here. Desire to split the group 
from chirper Fileen Barton Is com- 
mencable. bu’ better results could 
be achieved if Miss Barton 
pushed back tu the closer. — 
registers strongly with a straicht 
novelty repertoir* and a warm and 
fetching persenality, Opens with 
“En‘oy Yourself” and foliows with 


“I Met Him At One” with cute 
narre‘ive tossed in, then to her 
Gisctick “Bake A Cake.” Encores 


with “The Fiing,” “Babys Me,” and 


were | 
Gal | 


“Yuck-a-Puc,” all winning sina | 
hand. 

Three Stooges have a neat walk- 
cn. Comics appear, almost unrec- 
ognizable, in tails and top hats, 
They vocal about the old-way’s-the- 
best-way, then discard the classy 
raiment for the old garb and antics. 
Stooges still get the belly-yocks 
here with standard two-finger eye- 
gouging and some very hoary gags. 

Opener, Perry Franks and 
Janyce are standard terp-tap team. 
Lissome blonde gal is an eye- 
catcher and sells well. especially 
in the “Cakewalk” with Franks. 
Pair are geod show pacer and rate 
solid mitt. Sherman Hayes band 
backs in okay fashion. Orch opens 
show with “Bugle Call Rag” which 
is fast, brassy but poorly plaved. 

Mel. 


Palace. N. Y. 
& Ann Oliver, 
Harvey, Brownlee Sisters (4), 
Forxr & White Frederico Rey & 
Pilar Gomez, Fritzi Scheff, Benny 
Meroff (2), The Sandys (4), Don 


George 


Ross 


Albert House Orch: “Farewell to 
Yesterday” (20th). reviewed in 
VARIETY Oct. 13, °50. 


Palace’s current bill is a mixture 


of old and new faces. There's 
Fritzi Scheff and Benny Meroff 
from the old Palace davs, and a 
flock of newcomers, Bill conse 
quently is a varied and pleasing 
one. 

Reviewed in New Acts. are 


George & Ann Oliver. Ross Harve. 
and the Brownlee Sisters, in the 
first three slcts; Frederico Rey & 
Pilar Gomez: and the Sandys in 
closing. In the No. 4 slot is the 
Negro comedy team of Foxx & 
White. It is one of the weaker acts 
in the bill. They have tired ma- 
terial, basing most of their gags on 
plays on words. and their pacing is 
slow. Perhaps their best bit is one 
on the effects of a drink of gin. 
with the humor here visual rather 
than vocal. 

Benny Meroff with his wife. 
Kathleen McLoughlin, scores solid- 
Iv with his comedy stint. While it’s 
simply a man-and-wife team now, 
Meroff hasn't given up using some 


of his fantastic musical instru- 
ments. including one saxophone 
that he has to stand on a stool to 
play. Much of his humor also re- 
volves around the shapeliness of 
Miss McLoughlin. 

For Fritzi Scheff. her return to 
the Palace is scmething of a per- 
sonal triumph. She shows a 
graciousness and charm that are 
rarely seen on the boards today. 


And in spite of her aze, her voice 
retains a good deal of beauty. It 
doesn’t have the polish it used to 
have, but Miss Scheff’s interpreta- 
tion of the Victor Herbert melodies 
she introduced are still tops for 
brightness and charm. She had to 
beg off. 

Don Albert and the house orch 
do an excellent job of backing the 
show Chan. 


Circle, Indpls. 
Indianapolis, Dec. 2. 
Xavier Cugat Orch, with Carmen- 
cita & Garcia, George Lopez, Tato 
& Julia, El Gringo, James Curry, 
Abbe Lane, Eddie Kozak; “Hit Pa- 
rade of 1951” (Rep), 


Xavier Cugat is back here after 
lapse ot a year with another strong 
card for those who like a stageshow 
with emphasis on music, especially 
with tangy South American 
rhythms. While he spots a dance or 
novelty here and there, its the 
splashy playing of the orch. sur- 
rounded by dazzling color, that sells 
the bill. Whatever else, it’s always 
vivid. 


Top number in the rhumba 
king’s repertoire this trip is a 


tango, a stunning arrangement of 
“Jalousie” that displays his style 
at its best. Otherwise, he mixes 
‘om up. varying his Latin special- 
ties with everything from “Aopril 


Showers” to Liszt’s second H:'n- 
garian Rhapsody. He runs _ the 


show and keeps the customers in 
touch with suave good humor. Abbe 
Lane. his gir) singer, impresses, es- 
pecially in “Bolero,” which she han- 
dles_ nicely. 

Audience gives a warin response 
to Eddie Kozak’s magic on the 
marimba and George Lopez's ex- 
pert trumpeting of “The Peanut 
Vendor.” James Curry’s impersona- 
tions, the flashy dancin. of Tato 
and Julia and the tricky rhythms of 


Carmencita and Garcia also get 
good hands. Attendance opening 
day wasn’t up to pace of Cugat’s 


last visit. but was still better than 
average for band shows here this 
year. Corb. 


SALLY'S CHARITY STINT 





Port Arthur, Tex., Dec. 5. 
Sally Rand will appear at the 
Pleasure Pier on Dec. 8. 9 in a 


enecial show. with proceeds going 
to the Thomas VY’. Hughen School 
of Crinvled Children. 

Also on the show will be Anson 
Weeks‘ and his band. - 


ia chance. 








New Acts 








COMPAGNONS DE LA MU-,| THE BROWNLEE SISTERS 


SIQUE (8) 
Songs 
i20 Mins. 
Les Compagnons Theatre, Montreal | 

Les Compagnons de la Musique 
‘seven men and a girl) made their 
first North American bow at Les 
Compagnons theatre in Montreal 
last week doing upwards of 30 
songs at every 2-hour showing. As 
with Les Compagnons de la Chan- 
son, entire group remains anony- 
mous with each performer taking 
lead spots, doing the intros and no 
one taking too many featured 
spots. This is the original singing 
combo formed in France before 
the war and from which stemmed 
the Piaf group, Les Compagnons 
de la Chanson. Split occurred in 
May, °46, and although similar in 
appearance and style, the original 
outfit have remained _ entirely 
French, featuring the old _ folk 
songs of France, up-to-dating oc- 
casionally with such items. as 
Trenet’s “La Berceuse,” et al. 

Staging throughout is solid and 
clever use of lighting heightens ef- 
fect of offerings. Team hasn’t the 
slickness and flash of the la Chan- 
son group but they redeem by 
keeping the hoked-up comedy ar- 
rangements to a minimum. Voices 
blend superbly and only musical 
accomp is the odd drum beat and 
flute solo. Injection of femme 
chirper does little to act even 
though gal has small but true set 
of pipes. Appearing in an ordi- 
nary street dress that does little to 
enhance appearance, she gets in- 
frequent spots and is overshadowed 
by showmanship of other Compag- 
nons. ; 


Current layout has video and 
vaude possibilities but to click 
with English-speaking audiences 
team will have to work in an An- 
slo-American song and the more 
familiar French tunes. Newt. 


JOAN DEXTER 
Songs 
17 Mins. 
Empire Room, Albany 

Joan Dexter, young coloratura 
soprano with fine voice, should do 
well in any class spot or first-rate 


theatre. Attractive and tastefully 
gowned, she posseses a_erangy 
voice of fine tone and exquisite 


shading, used in operatic, standard 
and pop numbers. 

For one operatic aria at opening 
show here, Miss Dexter dispensed 
with the mike and her voice filled 
the room. Outstanding of her 
numbers is “Carnival in Venice,” 
with runs and repeated high notes. 


unerringiy projected. A Jerome 
Kern medley, “Bewitched,” ‘My 
Hero” and “Indian Love Call” 


were others offered to vociferous 
appreciation. Her pianist-arranger- 


husband, Lou Kosloff, and Van 
Smith’s orchestra, furnished ca- 
pable accompaniment. Jaco. 





LILY 
Songs 
™ Mins. 

Hevana-Madrid, N. Y. 

Lily Ann Carol, former vocalist 
with the Louis Prima band, has 
been around as a single for some 
time, but hasn’t been documented 
in Variety New Act files. Miss 
Carol apparently hasn’t gotten 
over the band-vocalist mores and 
gives out with tremendous volume 
which doesn’t appear to be her 
medium for cafe floors. 

Miss Carol, upon occasion, elects 


ANN CAROL 


to hold back on her volume and 
it’s during these moments that 
she indicates her possibilities. | 


There’s a good deal of sensitivity 
and refinement during these mo- 
ments, and curiously enough, it’s 
during these intervals that she 
gets more attention. Of course 
the more rhythmic tunes are nec- 
essary for variety and contrast, but 





a general toning down could 

achieve optimum effectiveness 
Jose. 

BILL HAVES 

Songs 

15 Mins. 

Blue Angel, N. Y. 

Bill Hayes, personable’ singer 
who has been a regular on the 
NBC-TV “Saturday Night Revue,” 
makes a nice impression in_ his 
New York nitery debut. <A good- 


looking lad with fine tenor pipes, 
Haves shows promise. At present, 
however, his style lacks distine- 
tion and his stage mannerisms are 
too cutely juvenile. 

Haves’ selection of tunes. more- 
over, is not the wisest. His work- 
over of “Lady Be Good” and a cur- 
rent rhythm number, “I Don't 
Care If the Sun Don't Shine,” 
show up his stylistic deficiencies 
too clearly. He registers far better 
on such numbers as “Wanderin’” 
end “Gone With the Wind” where 
the quality of voice gets more of 

: Herm i 


| Songs 


7 Mins.; One 
Palace, N.Y. 

Brownlee Sisters are a quartet 
of teenagers who won a Horace 
Heidt amateur contest. Girls, 
nicely dressed in white lace gowns, 
give out on a couple of pops and 
a novelty tune. They are for the 
most part a standard femme vocal 
group, with harmony and arrange- 
ments nothing out of the ordinary. 
One gal who earries the. sglos, 
though, shows a good deal of 
promise. 

Girls seemed a bit stiff and self- 


conscious while singing the pops. 
On the novelty, however, they 


showed a good deal of personality 
and verve. They might try more 
of this type of number, both to pull 
themselves out of the ogdinary run 
of vocal units and to put a bit more 


life into the turn. With some re- 
vamping, they'll be okay for 
vaude dates. Chan. 


ANN LEWIS 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Blue Angel, N. Y. 

Recently in the “Jazz Train” re- 
vue at the .ow defunct Paradise 
nitery on Broadway, Ann Lewis is 
doing the same vocal routine in 
this class nitery spot, but, as a 
single she hasn’t the same effec- 
tiveness. Nexro songstress has a 
lowdown attack and sings with 
plenty of drive. Her pipes, how- 
ever, lack range and she frequently 
strains for a raucous result. 

Miss Lewis’ repertory com- 
prises standards that are asso- 
ciated with such great blues sing- 
ers as Bessie Smith, Ethel Waters 
and Mildred Bailey. Unfortu- 
nately, such a selection forces her 
to suffer by comparison. Her ren- 
dition of “Empty Bed Blues” is 
not an adequate carbon of Bessie 
Smith’s classic version and she also 
fails to hold up on Mildred Bailey’s 
“Down-Hearted Blues” and a show 





tune of Ethel Waters. Herm. 

FREDERICO REY & PILAR 
GOMEZ 

Dances 


14 Mins.; Three 
Palace, N.Y. 

Here’s a dance act that’s a sure 
bet for the better vaude situations 
and the upper level of niteries. 
Frederico Rey and Pilar Gomez 
are Spanish dancers with unusual 
routines, genuine talent and a 
showmanship that sends them over 
solidly. 

Pair do traditional! Spanish 


dances with flair and vividness. 
tey obviously has had a_ ballet 
background, since much of _ his 


terping has ballet overtones. Miss 
Gomez is goodlooking and smooth 
on the floor. Each do solo stints, 
but their duets are best, with lit- 
tle pantomimes forming the basis 
of the dances. Routining is intelli- 
gent, costuming good and perform- 
ance tops. A lot is going to be 
heard from them in the future. 

: Chan. 





MARLO & ADRIAN 
Acro-Dance 

7 Mins.; Full 
Colonial, Albany 

Youthful mixed team, who re- 
portedly have made most of their 
appearances in the west, skillfully 
execute a series of lifts, spins and 
balances, with a few dance steps 
included. Girl wears sexy green 
costume, with lad in tight-fitting 
tan trousers, green halter and 
leather boots. 

Stunts are permormed_ with 
grace and ease, the male one or 
two unusual feats of strength with 
his left arm and hand. Spectacular 
spinning of the girld aroun@ neck 
and body, difficult and high bal- 
ancing feats drew strong applause 


from a small audience at show 
caught. With added polish. act 
should click anywhere. Jaco. 


GEORGE & ANN OLIVER 
Roller Skating 


6 Mins.: Full 
Palace, N. Y. 

George & Ann Oliver are a tal- 
ented roller skiting pair. Most 
of the. stint comprises male's 


whirling partner around with arm 
and leg holds. Also does a solo 
stint that points up the grace that 
can be achieved on rollerskates. 

They have one trick, however, 
that is solid. Man, with girl in a 
leghold, spins around a cocktail 
glass, while she drinks contents 
with a straw. Turn has good visual 
appeal, and a good bet for vauders. 

Chan. 
THE SANDYS (4) 
Trampoline 
7 Mins.; Full 
Palace, N.Y. 

The Sandys combine some fine 
acro work on the trampoline with 
good comedy for a workmanlike 

(Continued on page 61) 
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NY. Drama Crix Prove Softies Again, 


Like More Shows 


As usual, the supposedly hard- * 


boiled N. Y. drama critics are prov- 
ing softer touches than the play- 
going public. In spite of an in- 
dicated record percentage of hits 
for the season thus far, reflecting 
more than normal public response 
at the boxoffice, the reviews have 
favored more shows than have 
found audience support. 


On the basis of the first half ot 
the season, a period of 26 weeks 
ended Nov. 25, the critics for the 


eight New York dailies wrote 42 
favorable reviews, while only 
34.8% of the shows were indicated 


hits. For the entire previous season 


of 1949-50, the favorable reviews 
comprised 39.37° of the total, 
while only 15.91% of the shows 


ultimately paid off. 

Included in the figuring. for the 
first half of the current season are 
26 regular Broadway productions, 
but excluded are the stock presen- 
tations of the Arena Theatre, Fes- 
tival Theatre and Theatre Venture 
(Bleecker Street Playhouse’. Of 
the 200 reviews of those shows, 84 
were favorable, 98 were unfavor- 
able and 18 inconclusive. That fig- 
ured 42°, favorable and 9° 
undecided. 

“Toughest” of the critics thus 
far has been Brooks Atkinson ot 
the Times, with seven favorable 
notices, (26.9°°) and four “no opin- 
ions” (15.407) out of 26 
caught. Bracketed as next-hardest- 
to-please were Howard Barnes, of 
the Herald Tribune, and Robert 
Garland, of the Journal-American, 
with averages of 33.3°5 favorable 
reviews. Barnes caught 24 shows, 
wrote eight favorable notices and 
had one “no opinion,” while Gar- 
land. ill much of the time, caught 
only six shows, of which he liked 
two, and had no “no opinions.” 

Descending Toughness 

In descending order of tough- 
ness after them were Robert Cole- 
man, Mirror, and Richard Watts, 
Jr.. Post. each having caught 26 
shows. liking 10 and having none 


as 


shows 


and three “no opinions,” re- 
spectively; John Chapman, News, 
on 25 shows caught, 11 fa- 


vorable notices (44%) and five “no 
opinions”; John McClain, subbing 
for Garland, on 17 shows caught, 
nine favorable reviews (52.9°7) 
and one “no opinion”; Arthur Pol- 
lock, Compass, on 26 shows caught, 
14 favorable nods (53.8°°) and two 
“no opinions,” and William Haw- 
kins, World-Telegram & Sun, on 24 
shows caught, 13 favorable notices 
(54.2°7) and two “no opinions.” 
For the complete season of 1949- 
50. the first-stringers were in the 
following tough-to-please 
Atkinson. 27.66°; Barnes, 30.45%; 
Watts, 37.5%; Garland, 
Coteman, 40.815 ; Pollock, 44.68%; 
Chapman, 45.83%, and Hawkins, 


48.94°.. Comparison with the list 
for the first half of the current 
season indicates that the aisle-sit- 


ters are pretty consistent in their 
individual standards, but are writ- 
ing a much higher average of en- 
thusiastic reviews in line with the 
increased proportion of hit shows. 

The above figures do not. of 
course, have any direct relation to 
whether the various reviews have 
been “right” or “wrong” by box- 
office standards. That was the basis 
of VARIgTY’s annual boxscore of 

(Continued on page 60) 


3 U.S. Actors Inked 


. ‘ . > ] 
For Aussie ‘Brigadoon 
Three U. S. actors have been 
signed for the Australian produc- 
tion of “Brigadoon,” which open 
under J. C. Williamson 
tre aegis at His Majesty's, 
bourne, next March. 
son, who did the Harry Beaton 
acting-dancing role at the City 
Center, N. Y., as well as in Lon- 





s 
Thea- 

Mel- 
James Jami- 


don will repeat the part Down 
Under, as well as produce the 
show. Peter Turgeon, who had 


the lead comedy role of Jcit at the 
Center. will do it again, and Vir- 
Binia Richardson (Mrs. Turgeon) 
will dance and act Maggie. Doro- 
thy Stewart. Williamson’s N.Y. 
rep has signed the trio for six 
months, with another six months’ 
option. 

Rest of cast will be recruited 
from British and Aussie talent. Cos- 
tumes will come from Scotland 
and England. 


order: | 


38.77°°; | 


Than Do Audiences 








Flop ‘Sarah’ Backers | 
yet Ist Return of 10%' 
Backers of “Legend of Sarah,” | 
Kermit Bloomgarden’s recent pro-| 
duction of the James Gow-Arnaud |} 
d’Usseau comedy, have received an 
initial return of 10°¢ on the $60,- 
000 presentation. 

There is reported Hollywood in- 
terest in the screen rights to the 
play and additional revenue is ex- 
pected from the stock rights. 





Kansas City Al Fresco 
To Preem in 51 With 10 
Shows; Berger to Head 


Kansas City, Dec. 5. 
Four-year plan to have summer 


outdoor operetta here has now} 
jelled, with appointment ot 
Richard H. Berger as production 


manager of the Starlight Theatre. 


Berger was given a two-year con- 
tract at a salary of $20,000 per 
year. 

Recently program director for 


NBC television in N. Y. and earlier 
a film producer for RKQ, Berger 
was production director of the St. 


Louis Muny Opera at one time. 
While at St. Louis in the late ‘30s, 
he brought an opera to Kansas 
City. and made connections here 
which helped in establishing the 
present contract. 

Starlight Theatre will have its 


first outdoor season next summer, 
in the huge outdoor theatre which 
came to reality in Swope Park as 
a result of the Centennial celebra- 
tion last summer. The executive 
committee indicated a season of 10 
musicals will comprise the first 
summer's production. 

W. M. Symon, biz manager for 
the group, said production costs 
on each show is expected to run 
about $40,000, the first 
set tentatively to open, 
Each show will run eight or nine 
nights. Prices for season tickets 
vill run from $6 to $30, plus tax. 

Berger plans to begin lining up 
names and other talent for the 
season in New York in January. 
Some talent will be recruited in the 
Kansas City area where available. 
Berger will return to Kansas City 
about May 1 to begin details of 
production and lining up rehearsal 
schedules. 


RECORD PITT STORM HAS 
LONGRANGE EFFECT T00 


Pittsburgh. Dec. 5. 


June 23. 





Recent record-breaking snow- 
storm in Pittsburgh is having a 


| long-range as well as an immediate 
effect on the legit situation here.” 
Not only did it cost the Nixon. 
around $9,000 in refunds for the 
Lunts’ show, “I Know My Love” 


(aithough they gave the final Sat- 
urday (25) performances there, 


only around 200 of the previously- 
sold 3.500 tickets came in on ac- 
count of the weather) and forced 
the theatre to cancel its next show, 
“Blossom Time,” but there have 
been other swaps, too. 

For one, “A Streetcar Named | 
Desire,” which opened Monday (4), 
had originally been booked for a 
fortnight, but in view of conditions 
/it cut the engagement in half. “The 
Innocents,” which was to have re- 
| placed “Lost in the Stars” week of 
' Dec. 18, decided to wait for the 
city to dig out and postponed its 
visit until late January. That means 
that the Nixon, which has already 
had more than its share of dark 
stanzas, will shutter again for two 
weeks before Christmas, reopening 
Dec. 25* with the D’Oyly Carte 
Opera Co. After that. things look 
a little rosier for awhile, with Jan- | 
uaryv, so far at any rate, booked 
solid. 


RKO Buys Film Rights 
To ‘The Man’ for $20,000 


Screen rights to “The Man,” Mel 
Dinelli melodrama presented on 
Broadway last season by Kermit 
Bloomgarden, have been acquired 
by RKO at a reported price of 
$20.000. 

That will mean a return of S8.,- 
000 to the backers of the $50,000 
production. There will probably be 
an additional payment of 10-15%; 
from the stock rights and other as- 
\ sets. | 
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~ Tnside Stuff—Lesit 


| Although Abe Burrows gets second billing as co-author of the book 
'of “Guys and Dolls,” he actually wrote every word of dialog in the 
'show as now presented. Jo Swerling, who gets first billing, worked 
eight months on a treatment of the Damon Runyon story, “The Idyll of 
Sarah Brown,” and certain of the basic pilot situations he supplied are 
' used, for which he splits the 3° author royalty with Burrows. He has 
‘remained on the Coast on a film writing contract. Swerling was the 
|third writer whom producers Cy Feuer and Ernest H. Martin worked 
with on the show idea, and there were seven others who followed him 
| before Burrows took over the assignment, but all were paid off and do 
not share in the royalties. Burrows brought in radio-TV scripter Peter 
Lyon for assistance on the story structure, but the latter received a 
flat fee and does not get billing. Burrows, with director George S 
Kaufman helping with suggestions and encouragement, was the only 
writer present at rehearsals and during the five-week Philadelphia 
tryout. Frank Loesser wrote the songs for the show. 


John Chapman Opines 


News, 
John 


In the N. Y. Daily 
Dec. 4, drama _ critic 
Chapman observed: 

“It grieves me that the edi- 
tor of Variety has become a 
softy ... has dropped from his 
weekly the drama critics’ box 
score, which was such a fiend- 
ish irritant for 26 seasons. 

VARIETY graded daily paper 
play reviewers on their ability 
to sense the financial success 
or failure of a production. It 
maintained that it wag, doing 
so to eliminate a great amount 
of double-talk, or yes-and-no- 
but-on-the-other-hand  confu- 
sion in the notice-writing 
trade. It achieved this pur- 
pose—and it seems to me there 
has been a noticeable increase 
of double-talk in play reviews 
since the box score was offi- 
cially dropped on Nov. 22. 

“Oh, how we reviewers used 
to yell twice a season, when 
the box scores came out! Some 
yelled in print, others in pri- 
vate. ‘We are not interested in 
money, we are interested in 
art,’ we would chorus, and the 
nearer I got to the bottom of 
the box score the more indig- 
nant I would become. But I 
never once Said the crazy thing 
should be abandoned. I loathed 
it, but on the other hand, was 
fond of it—and I shall miss it.”’ 


Joseph Kesselring, who authored ‘‘Arsenic and Old Lace,” has re- 
portedly come up with another bizzare plot situation in his new comedy 
“Four Times Twelve Are 48,” which Aldrich & Myers, Julius Fleisch- 
mann and Otto Preminger have in rehearsal, under the latter’s direc- 
tion. Premise of the play is said to be that three generations of Amer- 
ican Indian women, each having borne a daughter at the age of 12 
are agog over whether the fourth generation daughter is about to have 
a baby before her 13th birthday, thus making the eldest a great-grand- 
mother at 48. Ernest Truex will have a leading part in the show. 


_In her announcements to subscribers, Sylvia Siegler, president of 
Show-of-the-Month Club, stressed that since the organization is co- 
producing “Let’s Make an Opera,” she could guarantee them all the 
seats they wanted in the center section of the orchestra. Last week 
however, she discovered that in the Golden theatre, N. Y., where the 
audience-participation musical opens next Wednesday night (13), there 
is a center aisle and thus no center section at all. So she has had to 


mail = explanation with each allotment of tickets to the organization's 
membders, 











Although no announcement has been issued, the cast of “Golden 
State,” at the Fulton, N. Y., has been informed that the comedy will 
probably close after a three-week run. In a speech to the company just 
before the opening curtain of the second performance, author-director 
Samuel Spewack called the company onstage to take the blame for the 
play’s failure, thank them for their cooperative spirit and excellent 
performances and advise them to start looking for other jobs. Bella 
(Mrs.) Spewack presented the show. 7 , 


Marquis Ends N.Y. Ballet 
Stay With $150,000 Loss; 
Planned U.S. Tour Is Off 


Recent four-week engagement of 
the Marquis de Cuevas’ Grand Bal- 
let at the Century, N. Y., cost the John Rumsey, president of the Society of Authors’ Representatives 
Marquis an estimated $150,000, this points out that in his testimony at the recent trial of producer J ben 
sum including losses on the run as Wildberg’s suit against agent Claire Leonard for $14.000 commi a - 
well as transportation of dancers from the film sale of “Anna Lueasta,” he stressed the fact oan aa 
and scenery from France to the agent need merely negotiate a film deal, not necessarily conclud is 
U. S. and return. Troupe, formed to be entitled to commission. He notes that the minimum basic a wee: 
four years ago at Morte Carlo, was Ment of the Dramatists Guild specifically forbids a sdodueur tr . 
making its first American visit. The Collecting a commission on the film sale of one of his shows sine 
Marquis had hoped to tour the on 7 
U.S. after the N. Y. stay. but nego- 


Sadler’s Wells “Sleeping Beauty” 


tiations between him and So} British company, will only 


jointiy to handle the tour, 
through. The Shuberis reportedly 
offered the Marquis $5,000 a week 


ost New York, Los Angeles. San 


ballet, piece de resistance of the 


be played five times (once in fi iti 
ay nce in five cities) 
one being Hurok and the Shuberts, who were before the troupe goes back to England in February 


Scenery for the 


fell ballet takes 14 to 19 hours to hand, and outside of the first night, or 
last, the ballet can’t be scheduled, as one day’s performance would be 


Francisco, Chicago and Boston. are 


for his company. the Marquis hold- the five cities that have seen or will see the ballet 


ing out for $8,500. 


Company, with one or two ex- 


tion for another year (36-week sea 


Rosella Hightower, Marjorie Tall- 
chief, Andre Eglevsky, George Ski- 
bine — and ballet-master John 
Taras. Corps de ballet is being 
sent home to Paris for dispersal. | 1-NIGHTER AT 56 COST 
The Marquis, however, will resume 
at Cannes Feb. 1 for a six-week! Ballet) Theatre, returning to 
engagement, utilizing a smaller America next week after a success- 
company than he brought to the tul five-month tour of Europe, plans 
U. S., and probably engaging a new 4 special one-night gala perform- 
corps de ballet. : ance at the N. Y. Met Jan. 9, before 
Several reasons have been given it Starts its season's tour the next 
for the sparse biz the Grane Ballet ™8ht (10) in Philadelphia. Troupe 
did at the Century. Belief is that |} due at the Met next April 9 for 
there’s been too much ballet in:@ SPring season, and originally 
N. Y. this fall. with Sadler’s Wells, ; wasn't due to show in N. Y. till 
Ballets de Paris, Grand Ballet and then. 
N. Y. City Ballet Co. The Marquis’ N. Y. one-nighter will be an ex- 
troupe came in soon after the Sad- Pemsive booking. Even with the 
ler’s run and during the Ballets de house sold out, troupe is likely to 
Paris engagement. The N. Y. City" lose $5,000 on the date. There are 
Ballet opened against the Marquis extra transfers involved, from ship 
in his fourth week. The Marquis to warehouse to theatre to train: 
had a $4.80 top, as against the N.Y. orchestra rehearsal and perform- 
City Ballet's $3. : 
There were few important new | in8. ete. House will be available 
productions in the Grand Ballet’s | that night, as the Met will be per- 
repertoire. There were constant !rming in Philly. 
changes of bill, due to illness. etc.. | European tour of Ballet Theatre 
which confused audiences. The 8s been a steady artistic triumph. 
Marauis refused to schedule Sun- | Trip has been costly, however, iis 


BALLET THEATRE IN N. Y. 


day performances—and Sunday js estimated loss being $200,000, 
regarded the best b.o. ballet day which Blevins Davis is angeling. 


| Troupe finished a three-week run 
jin Paris yesterday (5), and is due 
‘in Berlin for three days (8-9-10) 

' 5 , 


of the week. Instead, there were 
Wednesday matinees—looked on in 
the trade as a complete waste. 








Private Eye Clerk Scores Haring Giving Up on His 
In Ciney Akins Tryout; Long Island Strawhatter 
Cincinnati. Dec. 5. Forrest C. Haring, who operated 

Although the play itself is fig- the John Drew theatre at East 
ured a questionable prospect for Hampton, L. 1, the last two sum- 


| Broadway, the femme lead in the , Mes, won't return to the spot in 
| Cincinnati 
‘tion of “Another Darling.” new eration returned a small profit, in 


Civic Theatre produc- 1951. Although last summer's op 
Zoe Akins drama, here last week, Contrast to his initial season in 
scored a solid personal click. The | 1949, he figures that the limited 
young actress, Nancy Todd, em- capacity of the spot is too smal! 
ployed in a local private detective for the risks involved. 
agency, may go to New York next; He's now lookiag around for an- 
summer to work in strawhats. other location, where he can op- 
Among those present for the etate a strawhat next -ummer, pref. 
amateur presentation here were erably in the east. Meanwhile 
producers Richard Aldrich & Rich-! he’s continuing as general manager 
ard Myers and their associate, lo- for Dwight Deere Wiman, producer 
cal resident Julius Fleischmann. of “Country Girl,” at the Lyceum 
Besides his Broadway production , N. Y., and the forthcoming “ romeo 
activities. Aldrich operates several ,and Juliet” revival, to star Olivia 
summer theatres in New England.|De Havilland. i 


Paul, plus over $43,700 in nine showings, Oct 
son) on services of his four leads— inneapolis, both approximately capacity. 


ance that day; advertising, print-: 


} . Grosses for the recent engagements of ‘Kiss Me, Kate” in St. Paul 
ceptions, is returning to Europe. and Minneapolis were underquoted. ot 
The Marquis has exercised his op- ™0st $12,500 in two performances, 


The Cole Porter musical got al- 
Oct. 19-20, at the Auditorium, St. 
21-26, at the Lyceum, 


Met Opera Huddling i: 
Public Drive for Funds 
With $500,000 as Goal 


The Met Opera, which had a 
record deficit of $430,502 last sea- 
son (1949-50) and apparently faces 
as large a one thi. year, has been 
mulling a public drive for funds, 
with & $500,000 mark as its prob- 
able goal. President George A, 
Sloan has been huddling with Da- 
vid Church, veepee of John Price 
Jones Co., top fund-raising org, 
Church having counseled the Met 
frequently, cuffo, on its financial 
problems. 


The Met has had two big fund 
drives in recent years, in 1940, 
when it raised over $1,000,000 to 
buy the opera house, und in 1942, 
when it raised $350,000. Church's 
outfit was retained each time with 
a nominal fee for advice. New 
drive would be run by a national 
committee and several local N. Y. 
groups, with the Church outfit 
again aiding on nodest retainer 
but not running the campaign. 

Contemplatcd fund drive is nee- 
essary, said Sloan yesterday (5), 
because of uncertainty in Congress 
on removal of the federal admis- 
sions tax. Tax ha. seemed likely 
of removal last spring, before the 
Korean war broke out. Sloan claims 
the Met balanced its budget regu- 
larly for three years prior to im- 
position of the tax, and said the 
Met could take care of its needs if 
the tax were removed. He still sees 
some hope of favorable action in 
Washington, now that various sym- 
phonies and other cultural groups 
have made their desperate financial 
plight known to federal authorities. 
But the Met has to insure its fu- 
ture, and in light of its precarious 
financial State and tax uncertainty 
in Washington, is discussing a pub- 


| lic drive for funds again. 
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No 2d ‘Guys’ Before Next Summer: 
Charley’ Sold to WB for $200,000 


Touring edition of. “Guys and¢ 
Dolls,’ mew Frank  Loesser-Jo | 
Swerling-Abe Burrows’ musical | 


VARIETY 
| Calling All Backers 


LEGITIMATE $7 





Leonard Sillman, planning a 
new “New Faces” for the 
spring of °51, was talking to a 


Touring ‘Roberts’ Cast in Equity Beef 
ronal naies, “now much | (ny Passing NAACP Balto Picket Line 


$1,000.” said Sillman. a | ; ; + Entire company of the touring 
Partnership Gets Rights 








prospective angel asked. 





“Mister. Roberts” protested to the 
can you do a new show for | Actors Equity council recently at 


‘Madam’ Now Operating 





a, 


smash, probably won't be put on by 
co-producers Cy Feuer and Ernest 
H. Martin until next summer or fall. 


At 1146 Weekly Profit 


“Call Me Madam,” the Irving 


$1,000?” the backer asked. 
“Oh, easy,” replied Sillman, 
“Tll have a 1000 overeall.” 








To ‘Greenwich Follies’ 


Rights to the title 





and use on 


being required to play Ford’s thea- 
tre, Baltimore, and the WRVA 
theatre, Richmond, both of which 
have racial segregation policies. 


With the show off to a standee-limit el pcb Lindsay - Russel stage, radio, television and films| Actors particularly objected to hav- 
business at the 46th Street, N. Y., wy y. aggro the Pe | of “Greenwich Village Follies,” ing to pass through picket lines 
the producers are readying profit of por si eae, operating § were turned over last week to a) maintained by the National Assn. 
“Whe Charley il. mate. teamnie oe and e- xing f er partnership consisting ef producer | for the Advancement of Colored 
1ere’s iarley?” to open a tour ieaeeh 312.000 . — aie oe = Morris Green personal manager People. Incident points to possible 
Christmas night in Boston, with n renta Cork O'Keefe and music pub-' action by Equity to extend its anti- 
Ray Bolger resuming his starring items and other expenses are paid 6 9 ‘lisher J. J. Robbins. segregation ban to Baltimore and 
role. The comedian-dancer is due in ©f- , Meanwhile, the Leland Hay- Sssue to Or “Follies” ran for several years as possibly other cities, when _ its 
New York tomorrow (Thurs.) from ward production has recouped « a Broadway revue in the 1920s. , basic contract with the League of 
an extended vacation on the Coast. ines coed of its approximately Rights were held by Green, who N. Y. Theatres comes up for re- 

“Guys and Dolls,” financed at RCA-Vietor sole go sail produced the revues, and the newal next year. 
$200,000, plus a $50,000 overcall, | plied. the initial imenchocnt "sy y ll n ensor estate of A. L. Jones. Partnership, fy replying to the “Roberts” 
cost about $180,000 to bring to $200,000. plus $25.00 : is hoping to have a new edition | troupe, the Equity council express- 
Broadway, excluding about $20,- plus $25,000 overcall, and | of the revue ready for Broadway eq its “¢ liments” for its ‘“una- 
adway, lud) Hayward, as general partner, per- | Boston, Dec. 5 ‘esentation by next spri at. | Ca ts “compliments for is una 
000 in bonds. It’s figured that when sonally put up the extra $50,000 . — Thc W ae a ae nimity and forthright expression of 
the show shakes down it will earn required in the process of the Cole Porter's “Out of This World” torney A. L. Berman handled the | sentiment,” but noted that the 
ran into censorship difficulties deal. | union is powerless to deal with the 


a profit of around $11,000 a week. 
However, its gross and operating 
profit will vary considerably for | 
the next few weeks, partly as a re- 
sult of the almost solid theatre 


show’s drastic overhauling during , when it opened here at the Shubert 


its road tryout. 





| string censor, 


| 
| 
| « 
| 


Tuesday (29) of last week. 
Beatrice J. Whelton, 
issued a nine-p” 


second- 
nt 





Fay Blasts SF Crix 


situation under its existing contract 
with the League It recalled. that 
the anti-segregation fight in Wash- 
ington “was won at the cost of 


party bookings and partly because le it Blood La k ‘de-sexing” order, or else. Ob c- many weeks of unemployment on 
of the differing price-seale (the top 9 C tions were raised by Miss Whelion ‘ ‘the part of hundreds of our mem- 
was originally set at $6 and some | | regarding scanty costumes worn by bers, because management of the 
tickets were sold at that price, | |Gisella Svetlik, in the role of or apping OW National theatre chose to close 
but the tab was later raised to Stirs Red Cr oe = Janet goes Mi as rather than comply with the — 

3.60). So for the n OSs jight, with particular emphasis on | a a os of the Equity contract.” It also 
potent the whe next coupe of| Miss Svetlik’s.dove costume, which San Francisco, Dec. 5. pointed out that since Ford’s, Bal- 


from about $40,000 to $44,000. 


Because of the disappointing 


has been decree d n.g. for Hub au- 


Frank Fay blasted San Francisco 


timore, is under the same man- 


ts . sveral s ;' drama critics during performance agement. that house would prob- 
Ge = , | response to the Red Cross appeal “ences. Lyrics of several songs Grama a ; - agement, that house..wowlc prc 
sans 4 - ony “ta hs geen a for blood donations from ar cae had to be substituted by less sug- Of his revue, “If You Please,” at| ably also close rather than end 
nah deus te ane nd $26 000. Tt panies of Broadway shows, yester- | 8¢Stive lines, censor claiming some the Curran, on its second night | segregation. 

shake 0 u UY. she : - of the words used “are not heard ‘29), following unanimously bad It’s privately remarked by coun- 


theatre’s share of the gross is said 
to be 30° of the first $20,000 and 
25°o of everything above that fig- 
ure. Composer Frank Loesser gets 
5°o of the gross, co-librettists Jo 


saeenee and Abe Burrows get: 


] le 


©o each, stager George S. Kauf- | 


day’s (5) scheduled donor session 


on the stage of the Majestic, N. Y. | 


was cancelled. Of 179 volunteers, 
only 60 appeared for the Monday 
(4) session, with 18 being rejected 
for various physical reasons. A 
staff of. 17 doctors, nurses and 
attendants was on hand, equipped 


even in better class gin mills.” 
Other modifications ordered were 
the elimination of the irreverent 
use of the word “God,” and that 
“Niki” cease to bless himself after 
he shoots “Juno.” Ballet sequence 
at end of Act I also had to be modi- 


reviews. Referrin; to the critics 
as two-bit or just plain bums, Fay 
went on to state that unless a show 
came from New York with reviews 
already written for local scribes to 
copy, the Frisco critics didn’t know 
what to say, so they panned his 


cil members, however, that if and 
when the basic contract might be 
changed to ban segregation in Bal- 
timore, an alternate theatre, the 
indie Maryland, would probably be 
available for legit. Latter house 
has tried to operate as a road show 


> c > , , . >» a _ ‘ Sa m ° 
man gets 3% ee re io tale Glue of 356 Gee. | fied, to leave something to the show. (Show closed down Satur- stand in the last couple of years, 
a dd gets io. None e| : .__ | imagination. day (2) after six performances.) but was stymied by inability to get 
cast is on percentage. | Turnouts from the various;  ~' , ‘ng | Fay also said that proof of his booki 
pn shows and organizations were as| ‘Naturally, the musical is playing — oe o nat proor Of his | bookings. 

Robert Griffith, who was the follows: “Pardon Our French.” 17 t© capacity. Producers say all Statements were the bad reviews! Although Equity leaders are re- 
re ron ' St wt € her eh a ger Pn donations. set Sedenie out "a 55 | Changes will be dropped, with orig- local newsmen gave “Song of Nor- luctant to predict what action the 

iarley,” will probably attend to promised: ‘entienen Prefer inal setup retained, for the Broad-, “@Y: Fay was misinformed. as lo- union may take as far ahead as 
the direction of the revived pro- , way opening. cal newsmen gave “Song” only next summer, it’s figured unlikely 


duction, with occasional supervi- 


Blondes,” three donations out of 


14 promises; “Call Me Madam,” 





| raves, with the entire original pro- 


that an attempt would be made to 


sion from George Abbott, who — ; pen | duction being acclaimed here. extend the anti-segregation rule to 
adapted the book and staged the three out of six promised; “Hilda R&H Take Drury Lane For ‘Fay broke up the second act ™ore than one additional city. 
show. Abbott cannot devote full on ee donations, cm | > ¢ ope 9 three times to comment on the There have been similar actor com- 
time to the task. as he’s occupied Teject, out of eight promised;} [ondon’s ‘Pacific’ After | same subject, and at one point en. Plaints against other towns, not- 


with the new Cole Porter show, 


|“Peep Show,” none, of 39 prom- | 


gaged in an argument with a cus- 


ably St. Louis, but union heads 





“Out of This World,” on which he  '8€4; “South Pacific,” none of 24) j tomer, with the man subsequently | 8enerally favor dealing with the 

recently took over direction during erage. Member of the Wed- Leicester Sq. Proves N.G. getting up and walking aa ae rr situation in one city at a time. 

its tryout. | Seon "Sen of nine promised;! Before closing a deal for the theatre, and Fay stating “You'll| es#arding the NAACP picket 
Bolger is committed to tour| ~ wicca uCamens? of eight! pondon edition of “South Pacific”, never be missed.” (Continued on page 60) 

with “Charley” for six months, | ant sorte oe a ee |to play the Drury Lane, starting During the harangue, Fay indi-| 

after which he will go to England to | es ee eee ack | next fall, co-producers Richard ped. i 


star in the film version, to be pro- 
duced there by Warners. Latter 
is paying $200,000 for the rights. 


Gilbert Miller Takes 
Over French Ballet As 
Eastern Tour Is Nixed 


Les Ballets de Paris, which wound 
up an eight-week engagement Sat- 
urday (2) in N. Y. (first at the Na- 





| Chiffon,” none, of six promised; 


“Bell, Book and Candle,” none, of 


| four promised. 


Organizations were represented 


Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein. 2d, 


as follows: the Equity council, five | 


donors and three rejects; Chorus 


Equity executive committee, two. 


donors; Interplayers, one donor; 


| producers, one donor; stage man-— 


theatre em- 
stagehands, 


one donor; 
one donor; 


agers, 
ployvees, 


three donors and two _ rejects; 


scenic artists, 


operators, one donor; pressagents 


and managers’ 


one donor; nitery | 


union, one reject; | 


in association with Leland Hay- 
ward & Joshua Logan, considered 
putting the show into the Leicester 
Square, currently a film house, 
which was offered on a four-walls 
basis. However, the Leicester 
Square turned out to have inade- 
quate backstage facilities for such 
a large production as “South Pa- 
cific,” since one of its side walls is 
practically parallel with that side 
of the proscenium and thus af- 
fords no space for wings at that 
side of the stage. Contrary to word 


cated that he intends taking the 
show on to New York, where critics 
know what is good. Fay played on 
audience sympathy, using the local- 
boy pitch and telling them at 
length of the large investment in- 
volved in bringing the show to the 
public and the fact that the large 
cast depended on the show staying 
open, Audience embarrassment was 
evident during Fay’s speechmaking. 


: ‘Detective’ Profits Now 
| $132,400; ‘Heart’ Pays 





‘Detective Story’ Heads 
Plays Released For 
Production in Stock 


About a half-dozen Broadway 
flops from this season and last have 


been released for stock and ama- 


teur productions. New releases 
also include one recent Broadway 


| hit and a couple of British plays. 


Heading the list of new availa- 
bilities for stock presentation is 
“Detective Story,” which Samuel 


tional. then at the Broadhurst) has Playwrights, one reject; miscella- from London, pores Hammer. French, play publishing house, may 
; , , ellis A neous, one reject. Donors included , stein were not interested in buying) Backers of the Howard Linds: release everywhere except on the 
cancelled its prospective eastern the Leicester They are nes)” Coast. A possible Coast production 


tour and taken on a new manage- 
ment, 
events. French dance troupe, un- 
der management here of the Shu- 


berts in association with Arthur 
Lesser and Sol Hurok, was to open 
a road tour in Boston Monday (4), 
to be followed by stops in Phila- 
delpia, St. Louis, Kansas City and 
other cities, on the way to the 
Coast. Eastern tour has suddenly 
been cancelled, with troupe due to 
rest in N. Y. a couple of weeks, 


in a surprising turn of | 


Solly Pernick, of the stagehands’ 


union, and Rudy Karnolt, of the’ 


Rejectees included 
Helen Hayes, Katherine Cornell, 
Jessica Tandy, Louis M. Simon, 
of Equity, and Milton Weintraub, 
of the pressagents and managers. 


Additional donor sessions for 


scenic artists. 


legit personnel are scheduled for 


next Monday-Tuesday (11-12), also 
at the Majestic. Indications are 
that New York City as a whole 


| will not reach its 6,000-pint quota 


then open in Los Angeles Christ- | 


mas Day. 
Miller has taken over as producer 
of the troupe, 
the Shuberts and Lesser, with Hu- 
rok dropping out of the picture. 


Troupe, headed by Roland Petit 


Most surprising, Gilbert | 


in association with | 


of blood for the armed services 
for December. 


Laughton, Boyer to Preem 
Houston U.’s Pro Setup 


Houston, Dec. 5. 
Charles Laughton, Cedric Hard- 





Square. 
not and haven't been in the market 
for ownership or operation of any 
theatre. 

Mary 


Martin, who created the 


“role of Nellie Forbush, will leave 
‘the original Broadway edition of 


the show when her contract ex- 
pires next May 31, take a vacation 
next summer and then go to Lon- 
don to repeat the part there in the 
fall. No one else is set for the 
London company and Miss Mar- 
tin’s successor in New York has 


‘not yet been selected. Despite ear- 


lier reports* that Miss Martin 


' would have an interest in the West 


End presentation, it will be made 
only by Rodgers & Hammerstein, 
in association with Hayward & Lo- 
gan. No British managements will 
be involved. 





Russel Crouse production of John 
Patrick’s “Hasty Heart” recently 
received a dividend of $9,600, rep- 
resenting additional profits accumu- 
lated during the last year. 


L. & C. also recently shelled out 
an additional $24,000 to backers of 
Sidney Kingsley’s “Detective 
Story,” bringing the distributed 
profits on the $75,000 venture to 
$132,400, with additional revenue 
still due from the screen rights. 

Backers of “Browning Version,” 
the Maurice Evans production of 
two Terence Rattigan plays (in- 
cluding also “Harlequinade”) of 
last season, have just received an 
additional payment of $5,565 on 
the $50,000 investment. That brings 
the total return thus far to $16,- 
565. 

Latest payment includes $4,881, 


“The Live Wire.” 


is believed reason for the excep- 
tion. Other new French releases 
for stock presentation include last 
season's “The Wisteria Trees” and 
Also “The Curi- 
ous Savage,” put on Broadway this 
season, and two plays of British 
origin, “On Monday Next” and 
“The Perfect Woman.” Of the 
American plays only “Detective 
Story” rated as a hit. 

New plays being released for 
amateur productions by the Drama- 
tists Play Service also include “The 
Curious Savage” and “The Live 
Wire.” Others set are “The Legend 
of Sarah,” “Burning Bright” and 
“Southern Exposure.” All three 
were quick flops this season. 
Amateur rights to the Christopher 
Fry plays have also been obtained 


as director - c ‘ -.chief Wicke, Agnes Moorehead = and PR wont ; ; ‘ by DPS. These are “A Phoenix 
gles; Chorngrapher chet 0,, Agate, iea’'ss Sel pon (Ladcanc) Veeok’s (Rts tla Wall Too Freayent and “Thor, Wi 
ance last year, when it played| “Drama Quartet,” will give the U. Bill ( n jans) eeck S oe Mie tie ~— °F aii Angels.” The first-named was part 

ment : of Houston’s new $250,000 campus | — oduenons, an ENBUS! of a double bill which folded last 


three fall months at the Winter 
Garden in N. Y. for a boff $401,000 
gross, and then toured the U. S. 
until April. This fall, however, the 


troupe doesn’t seem to have re-, 
peated its b.o. suecess in N. Y., de- 


Spite the faet that artistically it 
added a stunning new ballet, “La 
Croqueuse de Diamants, ” to last 
year’s sock “Carmen.” Lack of biz 
in N. Y., plus lack of advance sales 
in Boston and Philly, are reported 


theatre its baptism of professional 
talent in February. 

The school—which is -multi-mil- 
lionaire Hugh Roy 
project—has booked the quartet 


Cullen’s pet! 


for a $4,200 price tag for two per-, 


formances, Feb. 15-16. Seats will 
be $2 for students and public alike 
in the 1,750-capacity house, The 
school and Cullen are underwrit- 
ing the appearance. 

Theatre opened in October with 


Cleveland Legit Bow 


Cleveland, Dec. 5. 


Bill Veeck, former prexy of the | 


Cleveland Indians baseball club, 
has signed to play the title role in 
a stock version of “The Man Who 
Came to Dinner” here. Produc- 
tion, to be the first of the newly- 
formed Ring Theatre, will open 


| Christmas night under Ray Boyle's 


direction. 


studio. Balance was $684 as the 
'show’s share from the “Theatre 
Guild on the Air” broadcast. 

} 


Picon’s ‘Take It Easy’ 

Molly Picon stars in “Take It 
Easy,” Yiddish musical by Jacob 
Kalich and Joseph Rumshinsky, 
which premieres Dec. 23 at the 
Second Ave. theatre, N. Y. 

S. R. Simcoff did the book. show 
| serving as Miss Picon’s second pro- 





‘and Candle” 


season after a short run. 
Amateur rights to “Bell, Book 
and “Hilda Crane,” 


'both currently on Broadway, have 


also been obtained by DPS. These 


plays will be released after comple- 


| presentations. 


tion of their Broadway and road 
Of the plays being 
released by DPS, all are being pub- 
lished by the outfit except “Beli, 
Book and Candle” and “Hilda 
Crane” ‘both being issued by Ran- 


Cause of the decision to cancel the c 4 a ; a tA Phocaix Tes 
easte talent. Three more pro A professional cast will back duction this season. Take It dom ouse) and 10eT 

L. i see eect et = a ae unselected, will be Veeck, who will be making his Easy” succeeds “Mozel Tov Molly” Frequent and “Thor, With An- 
peared, i presented in the spring of ‘51. }stage debut. lat the Second Ave. | gels” (both published by Oxford). 
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Plays Out of Town 


r laying roles. Coupled with this 

if Yeu Please is the fact that they are somewhat 
San Fancisco, Nov. 29. | howled over by the importance of 

Frank Fay production of revue in two the theme and feel they must ap- 
acts (18 scenes’ sand diaiog by Fay. proach it with solemnity. . 
Dances, Marilyn Christine; settings and The really important fact, how- 
ever, is that this Fry piece is re- 


lighting, Richard Jackson; pe 1 
as ; » ; < 4 “4 , . . . . . . ied, 
Thomas Charles Pratt; musical direction ceivi a airing i this country. 


Edward Ward. At Curran, San Francisco, 


Nov. 28, '50; $4.20 top. _ “Thor” was written on order for 

Cast: Maurice Kelly, Fred Seving Saw Britain’s Canterbury Cathedral 
alg, tc tl a ‘Pat Button, Festival of 1948. Its story deals 
Sharon Hennagin, Pat Moran, Jeri Sul- | with the Jutes and Danes who took 
livan, Edward De Mattia, Ora Dale Puck-| o9yer the country from the earlier 
. Davie, hve Tagen. iicte Celtic Britons and whose gods are 
ard Beavers, Jon Shepodd, Johnny Kes- those of Norse mythology. A fam- 


sier, George Foster, Bill Foster, Dwayne 
Ratliff, Jeanette LeVere, Barbara Calder, 
Monte Fraser, Suzanne Lovell. 


ily comes back from a battle with 
a Briton as a captive. The father 
of the household is in disgrace be- 
cause he was swept with a strange 
weakness which caused him to 
spare a life and take a prisoner. 
This family head, Cymen, goes 
from bad to worse. He breaks the 
altar of Thor and listens with in- 
terest to his captive, who had been 
brought up a Christian but who 
forgot the details of it. 

When Cymen is summoned to his 
ruler because the monarch’s wife 
is a Christian and the new re- 
ligion is to be substituted for wor- 
ship of the older gods, his brothers 








Frank Fay had an unfortunate 
accident with “If You Please.” He 
stumbled over his own ego and 
landed flat on his face in all the 
departments—composer and _lyri- 
cist, writer of the sketches, scenes 
and dialog, director, producer and 
star—in which he functioned. 

This revue is an unfortunate, un- 
salvagable bust—a $70,000 bust. 
Since Fay is the majority investor, 
in coin as well as effort and title, 
he shoulders the entire responsi- 
bility: 


Fav's creative contributions are and son—fearful of the wrath of 
all undistinguished, to put it mild- their gods—rebuild the altar and 
ly. His musie is a cacophony of Crucify the British captive with 


unmelodie sound; his lyrics a jum- Whom Cymen’s daughter had fall- 


ble of meaningless rhyme. His €" in love. oe 

sketches, scenes and. dialog are Adding a certain mysticism to 
witless: his divection is static, the story is the reappearance of 
and his production contribu- 81 aged man, Merlin, who was the 
tions are as poor as the pro- Wizard of King Arthur's court 
fessional theatre has seen in many When the Britons still controlled 
years. For a bigtime performer, their land. He speaks with great 
he showed incredibly small-time Poetic wisdom and with the wit 


that is notable in Fry’s work. 
This is no play for a commercial 
production, nor was it written for 


taste in the selection of cast, cos- 
tumes and scenery. 
Prior to the stand here, “If You 


Please” had a two-dav break-in such a purpose. However, it has 
date in Santa Barbara. Since this Some strikingly beautiful lines, 


some moments of quiet humor, and 
it could be a worthwhile evening 
of theatre if played in a lighter, 
drier fashion than developed by 
Leo Brady, who directed the com- 
pany. 

The outstanding performance is 
turned in by Bill Callahan as Mer- 
lin. He handles the difficult chore 
of portraying this aged, witty man 
in a fashion that makes it one of 
the best performances turned in on 
the Catholic U. stage in the past 
few years. The lead part of Cy- 
men is handled competently by 
William Flaherty. Generally the 
male parts are considerably better 
presented than those by the 
women. The setting, a Jutish 
farmstead, and the lighting have 
been done with great thought and 
_are strongly effective. Lowe. 


is Fay’s home town, the opening 
night was obviously sympathetic at 
the start and prepared for “local- 
boy-makes-good” kudos. Ardor, 
however, cooled quickly and con- 
siderably. 

When the curtain went up, the 
house was about 75% filled; at the 
first curtain a good number of the 
audience was lost; at the final cur- 
tain a small audience remained. 

As producer, it was not only 
Fay’s decision to pick his own ma- 
terial, but also the cast and man- 
ner of the billing. He evidently 
first decided not to cast anybody 
who might dim his own lustre, and 
then decided to bill only himself— 
even on the stage. Where he wasn’t 
billed, he made sure to write 
scenes that would call for portraits 
or statuary of himself. He made it 
impossible for anybody to lose 
track of the fact that this was 
Frank Fay starring in a Frank Fay 
show. 

That nobodv else is billed is 
Okay, too, since nobody has any- 
thing to do deserving of mention. 
George Haggerty, a deadpan come- | 
dian who stooges for Fay, gets. 
nowhere with the material writ- 
ten by Fay; Jeri Sullivan is a fair 
singer made to look and sound 
very badly with Fay’s songs and 
lyrics; Maurice Kelly is a young 
hoofer who finds it impossible to 
make much of an_ impression 
with his rhythm ddncing against 
Fay’s music. There is an assort- | 
ment of mediocre actors and ac- 
tresses who look and sound even 
more mediocre playing  Fay’s 
sketches and to his direction. 

As for the star himself, he does 
not resemble in this show the once 
bigtime Frank Fay. He’s in sev- 
eral scenes and doesn’t improve his 
own writing. He. does a ballet 
routine, which is sophomoric and 
in bad taste, since he strips down 
to a display of a lot of unglamor- 
ous flabbiness. He works in one | 
early in the show. and in white tie 
and tails at the end. By that time 
nothing he could do would count. 

No reason to comment on any 
of the songs. since there isn’t one 
that’s going anywhere beyond the 
final performance in this show. 

Fay plans taking this show to St. | 
Louis. after a possible four-week | 
run here, and then to New York, ‘ 
which. in comparison, had it good 


Another Darling 


Cincinnati, Dec. 1. 
Stage, Inc., presentation of comedy in 
three acts (six scenes) by Zoe Akins. 
Directed by Paul Fielding. At Art Mu- 
seum theatre, Cincinnati, Nov. 20, °50; 
$2.30 top. 


Fashioned by Zoe Akins, “An- 
'other Darling” was given a sin- 
cere try by the Cincinnati Civic 
Theatre group. Tryout was for 
‘production consideration of Rich- 
ard Aldrich & Richard Myers, in 
association with Julius Fleisch- 
_mann, who were in the first-night 
audience. 

ga-ga for men gushes anew to 
one she meets, is remindful of a 
Chekhov short piece, “The Dar- 
ling.” It goes ’round and ‘round 
and winds up at the starting point 
with nobody catching the brass 
ring. Action unfolds in the liv- 
ing room of a San Francisco apart- 
,ment belonging to the central fig- 
ure’s cousin and her husband. Set- 
ting is bigtime. 

Paul Fielding comes through 
with splendid direction of a fine 
cast which shows nary a sign of 
‘being non-pro. Nancy Todd, in the 
| leading role, is particularly im- 
pressive. Koll. 


& Play for Mary 
Dallas, Nov. 27. 


Theatre ’50 presentation of comedy in 
three acts by William McCleery. Directed 
by Spencer James. Technical director, 








. : Marshall Yokleson; costumes, Kenn Barr. 
during the hurricane. Scho. | At Theatre ’50 Fair Park, Dallas, Nov. 
(Closed Satu:day (2) after siz , 37, "50; $2.50 top. ff Pp me 
IANCES ) rs. a. Peers tty Greene Little 
Performances). ft . SREPREEE rere eee Richard Venture 
ae | Milo Brooks ..........- Edwin Whitner 
Thor. With Angels | Mary Gregory ..........Karolyn Martin 
- : ; | OSs PENSS .. ccccccce ...-- John Denney 

Washington, Dee. 1. | 





Catholic U. Speech & Drama Dept. pres- | 
entation of drama in two acts by Chris- 


Author William McCleery has 


fopher Fry. Staged by Leo Brady. Set and spiked a rather shallow plot with 
oP ling, Jumes Waring: costumes, Joseph h dial d witt uips. Pla 
ews; coach. Josephine McGarry Callan. sharp dialog an Psa 4 


At University theatre, D. C., Dee. 1, 50. centers around a producer who is 


trying to wrap up a deal for his 
young leading lady to make a 
Hollywood picture. The big ob- 
stacle is a young playwright and 
his devotion toward the star, plus 
a scheming housekeeper who is 
= on the side of young thespian 
ove 

While the plot and situations 
are rather light and flippant, they 
make for good stage quipping. 
Play is fast moving. roducer 
Margo Jones has again applied her 


Christopher Fry, who made it to 
Broadway, has now made it to 
Catholic U.’s wellknown speech 
and drama department, with an 
appropriately religios play on the 

eginnings of Christianity in Eng- 
land. Unfortunately, Father Hart- 
ke’s talented kids can’t quite make 
the transition to Fry's verse drama. 
Every so often they seem to say 
to themselves, “Gosh, this is 
Poetry”; so they recite instead of 


Story, about a girl of 17 whose | 


,match the characteristics of each | 


“round” magic with simplicity and 
authenticity and one is relaxed 
'and “at home” with the actors. 

+ Spencer James, a new Theatre 


50 import, has done a fine job | 


of direction, under Miss Jones 
supervision. Of the cast, Edwin 
Whitner, as the producer, falls 
right into character and handles 
his lines with a keen sense of 
timing. Karolyn Martin, in her 
second Theatre ‘50 performance, 
has a much better opportunity to 
display her talent as Mary. 

Betty Greene Little scores her 
usual hit in her portrayal of the 
onetime actress who turns house- 


keeper for the producer. John 
Denney is uneven as the young 


playwright. Richard Venture, also 
new with the company, has a bit. 


“A Play for Mary,” which will 
run through Dec. 16, is doing well 
at the boxoffice Berg. 





Heaven Hel» the Angels 
Pasadena, Nov. 23. 
Pasadena Playhouse production of com- 
edy in two acts (seven scenes) by Lynn 
Root. Directed by 
Lean. At Pasadena 
"50; $2.40 top 
Cyrus P. Colby... 
Lizzie Colby 
Jane Colby 
Biff Walker 
Cyrus’ Double 
liomer Wells 


Setting, Scott Mc- 


Nov. 23, 


Root 
Playhouse, 


Thomas Browne Henry 
Peggy Converse 

. Francis Meehan 
Ralph Cookson 
. Lee Turnbull 
Jack Lynn 


ee 


BEING OFOOIG .....ciseeedss Hal Shackley 
Joseph Flannigan ........ John Costello 
Reverend Davis Watson Downs 
Emma Moody ....ceec- Sela Landon 
CSOOEMO. 6k ic 72s6eneeeee Gordon Meaghe1 
PEE i440 00e eeae en eee Stanley Ustan 
> PPT EPTTTTTe Terese Ralph Whiting 
Doc . Stuart Group 

The familiar siory of the mil- 
lionaire who is thoroughly hated 
by his fellow-townsmen gets an- 


other going over inthis new Lynn 
Root script. The results are only 
mildly amusing at best, giving Root 
a possible strawhat or community 
theatre vehicle. but one with no 
Broadway possibilities. 

Root has chosen to give the plot 
(only mildly re-juggled = since 
Charles Dickens used it in “Christ- 
mas Carol’) a real cornball treat- 
ment, dishing his humor with a 
heavy hand. As a result, “Angels” 
is just too slapstick for wide ap- 
peal. 

Plot revolves around the final 10 
days in the life of Cyrus P. Colby, 
whose one ambition in life is to hit 
the $1,000,000 mark before he dies. 

Main character is far too broad- 
ly drawn to be at all credible 
and the play's other people vary 
between the stereotype and the 
sappy. 

Root’s decision to direct the play 
himself doesn’t help the situation, 
the seven scenes being devoted 
more to posturing than pacing. 
About the only cast member who 
manages to give some life to the 
role despite the direction is Peggy 
| Converse, who is generally credi- 
| ble as the sister. Thomas Browne 
_Henry, in the lead, apparently was 
responding to instructions to give 
it a “Lionel Barrymore-like” read- 
ing. 

As usual at Pasadena Playhouse, 
| Scott McLean has contributed an 
okay single set, complete with pay 
telephone—old Cyrus having been 
too much of a skinflint to pay for 
a regular phone. Kap. 


Off-B’way Show 











7- 
Turnstile 
Max Golden production of drama in 
two acts (three scenes) by James A. 


Cavan. Stars Sylvia Markey. Michael Barr, 
Weldon Ballagh; features William Jackel, 


Jack Coyne, Fred Scollay. Directed by 
Cavan. Sets and lighting, James Clark. 
At Cherry Lane theatre, N. Y., Nov. 
29, ’50. 


Johnny Wade 
Rand O'Connor 


Richard Garth 
Michael Barr 


Patricia eccesee. SYlvia Markey 
 Ksrubeves eoescecorss Jack Coyne 
BE oc cewees 060656660666 Ralph Conner 
i Pee 604000504 Fred Scollay 
"ae ‘ William Jackel 
Paul reer rer re Weldon Ballagh 
pS RR ae err Bolly Harrell 
Maid Lind +s oe Seb ewewee Dorothy Lowe 
DE 4 a Cis asta eeeer ees Nick DiMauro 
PNG. 6.6s6s009540000804 . doe Elich 


| “Turnstile” hews too closely to 
the psychological pattern of recent 
| Hollywood gangster films. Dealing 
' mainly with a psychotic mobster, 
play also touches on war's effects 
on combatants. Though some 
good bits are offered, yarn wears 
| thin as it goes along. 

Story centers around a _ two-bit 
gangster, who's about to pull off 
|a big caper, but whose attitude 
| towards his associates indicated an 
unbalanced mind. Michael Barr 
' handles the lead role of the gang- 
ster competently. Weldon Ballagh 
is good as a medico lush, who 
after successfully operating on the 
| mobster’s kid brother, decides he’s 
ready to start out anew. Sylvia 
Markey, as a moll, turns in an 
adequate portrayal. Fred Scollay 
_is good as one of the gang mem- 
| bers, as are William Jackel and 
| Richard Garth. 
over some comedy lines, 

James A. Cavan, directing his 
own play, keeps it going at an 
even keel. James Clark’s one- 
room hotel set is convincing. 
| Gros. 


Jack Coyne puts, 


| Haven, 
| Navy service as a Lieutenant J. G. | Washington. 





Legit Bits 


Harold Clurman and Walter F . Henry Senber is pressagenting 
Fried will present the new S. N. bey — Ss Ree dr A. tr ge 
Behrman play, “Let Me Hear the ¢15 999 will be distributed next 
Melody,” on Broadway next spring, | week on the Kermit Bloomgarden- 


but Clurman won't stage it, being Walter Fried production, bringing 


already committed to direct fon ge ame to = — gare 
ae ; : . spli etween e investors an 
Robert Whitehead’s production of | producers. That means that the 


“The Kidders,” by Donald Ogden packers will- have received a 
Stewart . . . Norman Lloyd will 100° profit on the $100,000 ven- 
play the Fool in the Robert L, | ture On one recent week, 
Joseph-Alexander H. Cohen _ re- the Rodgers-Hammerstein produc- 
osep tion of “Happy Time” earned an 
vival of “King Lear,” starring operating profit of $6,742 on a 
Louis Calhern. He succeeds _ gross of $26,236. 


Everett Sloane, who withdrew ...|} Gertrude Lawrence returned 
With Carol Channing hospitalized yesterday (Tues.) from a two-week 
last week for a tonsilectomy, Bibi vacation in Naples, Fla., with a 
Osterwald played the Lorelei Lee stopoff on the way back to look 
role in “Gentlemen Prefer over St. Petersburg, site of the 
Blondes” ... Kent Smith will play musical tent to be operated by her 
Bolenbroke in the City Center re- | husband, Richard Aldrich, in asso- 
vival of “Richard II,” with Maurice ciation with St. John Terrell and 
Evans again playing the title part Laurence Schwab. She was ac- 
.. . Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, went companied by novelist-playwright 
to Boston yesterday (Tues.) for’ Daphne du Maurier, who will 
the opening of the George Gersh- shortly plane back to England 
win Memorial Theatre workshop at after a brief visit ... Arthur Mar- 
Boston U. He has finished the book | getson, ill with pleurisy, is still 
of the forthcoming musical edition turning down all stage offers, ac- 
of ‘Anna and the King of Siam,” but | cording to word from London... 
is still working on the lyrics, for Jose Ferrer and Gloria Swanson 
which Richard Rodgers will com- will co-star in a revival of the 
pose the music. The show, which) Ben Hecht-Charles MacArthur hit, 
will go into rehearsals in February ‘20th Century,” for a limited run 
with John van Druten staging and at the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., 
Gertrude Lawrence and Yul Bryn- opening Dec, 24, with Ferrer stag- 
ner in the leads, will reach Broad- ing ... The musicians’ union has 
way during April. With the Lon- classified “Ring Round the Moon” 
don edition of “South Pacific’ due and “Relapse” as plays-with-music, 
for the following fall, the author- requiring them to employ six men 
producers won’t be able to attend at increased scale . . . Rarhara Bel 
to the contemplated second Geddes and Donald Cook will co- 
“Pacific” touring company until a star in F. Hugh Herbert’s “The 
year hence ... Playwright Garson Moon Is Blue,” to be presented by 
Kanin says he’s literally working Richard Aldrich, Richard Myers, 
a 16-hour-a-day chore at the Met Julius Fleischmann and Otto 
Opera, prepping for preem of the Preminger, with the latter slated 
new “Die Fiedermaus” production to direct. The same managerial 
Dec. 20, which he’s staging. lineup will first present Joseph 
Naomi Riordan has taken over Kesselring’s “Four Times Twelve 
the role of the ingenue in “Coun- Are 48. 
try Girl,” succeeding Nancy Stod-| Helen Hayes has cast Bethel 
dard, who withdrew to take a part Leslie in the title part in her re- 
in “Rose Tattoo,” Cheryl Craw- vival of Sir James M. Barrie's “Mary 
ford’s production of the new Rose,” which she will present as 
Tennessee Williams drama _ cur-| part of the ANTA Play Series. The 
rently in rehearsal under the di-| star has not yet decided whether 
rection of Daniel Mann, with | to play a small role in the produc- 
Maureen Stapleton and Eli Wal- tion... Warren Munsell, in charge 
lach as leads .. . ‘“Let’s Make An of the N. Y. Convention Ticket of- 
Opera,” the Benjamin Britten- | fice, will be general manager for 
Eric Crozier audience-participation | the Playwrights’ Co. production of 
musical which opens next Wednes- | Sidney Kingsley’s “Darkness at 


day (13), will have a weekly sched- | Noon.” Warren, Jr., currently 
ule of five nights and three mati-| company manager of “Golden 


nees, in deference to its expected | State,” will have a similar assign- 
moppet appeal ... Rita Cahill, of-;| ment with the new show. Mean- 
fice assistant of producers Cy! while, Munsell, Sr., is still plan- 
Feuer and Ernest H. Martin, back ning a production this season of 
at her desk after an attack of flu his son’s play with music, “Comin’ 
. . . Robert Garland, on sick leave’ Through the Rye,” based on the 
as N. Y. Journal-American drama life of Robert Burns... Producer 
critic, is expected back on the job Chandler Cowles has sub-leased the 
early in January. Meanwhile, John East Side (N. Y.) penthouse of An- 
McClain is subbing and Jim thony Brady Farrell, who is finally 
O’Connor continues as amusement | moving into the home he bought 
editor . After making an ap- last spring in the east 60’s... 
pearance Friday night (8) on the Czech actor-author George Vosko- 
|“Pulitzer Prize” tele show, legit vee, noted for his anti-totalitarian 
‘and film actor-director-writer plays in Prague until he was ex- 
Hume Cronyn goes to the Coast pelled by the Nazis and for a short 
to huddle on several picture deals | time after the war, until he eluded 
and lease his house. He'll return the Soviet secret police, has been 
in time for Christmas, bringing detained at Ellis Island, N. Y., for 
his (and his actress-wife Jessica the last six months, by order of the 
Tandy’s) children. In the mean- Dept. of Justice. 


while, Mrs. Cronyn will have taken’ Borah Burman, son of VaARIETY’S 
a house in Greenwich, Conn., from Baltimore 


: : correspondent, has 
which she ll commute for her star- joined the legit department of the 
ring part in “Hilda Crane.” William Morris agency A 


Two more new comedy songs, George Bernard Shaw memorial 
eone for Jules Munshin and Mary theatre will be built in Welwyn 
McCarty and the other for Mun- Gardens City, a suburb. of 
shin, were inserted Monday night London ... Robert Downing is 
(4) in “Bless You All,” which is returning to New York after 
trying out in Philly. Another new directing 12 weeks of the win- 
‘sketch was also put in the Herman ter stock season at the Pent- 
Levin-Oliver Smith revue produc- house theatre, Atlanta, which 
tion last week. And Jane Harvey closes Saturday night (9) ... Now 
has replaced Joan Merrill in the that his production of Sam- 
cast... Jack Shanley, N. Y. Times son Raphaelson’s drama, “Hilda 
drama reporter who became fathei Crane,” is set fore a run at the 
of twins last week, is taking a two- Coronet, N. Y., with Jessica Tandy 
week vacation . . . John Krimsky starred, Arthur Schwartz has gone 
has optioned the American rights to an undisclosed resort in the 
to “Dr. Krock,” medical satire by south to finish composing the 
_Jules Romains, which he plans to songs for “The Brooklyn Story,” 
present on Broadway in the spring the George Abbott-Betty Smith 
'. .. Another payment to the back- , musical version of the latter’s best 
ers of “Silver Whistle” is duc in| seller. Dorothy Fields is supply- 
January, from proceeds of the film ing the lyrics for the show, in 
‘sale, which brought $100,000 for which Shirley Booth is tentatively 
the rights and $50,000 adaptation | set for a leading part, following 
fee for author Robert E. McEnroe | the windup of her current tour as 
|... With Willard Swire, assistant | co-star of “Come _ Back, Little 
executive - secretar; of Actors | Sheba”... David Pardoll, casting 
Equity, serving as temporary | director of the ANTA Play Series, 
executive-secretary of Chorus|has a small part in Columbia's 
Equity, meetings of the latter film version of “Born Yesterday,” 
_union’s executive committee are | due for release shortly. 


being held every Wedmesday| Gloria Hoye, ingenue lead with 
‘morning, instead of once a month, | Malcolm Atterbury’s Playhouse 
as formerly is 2 See accounting | corapany in Albany two seasons 
,of “Now I Lay Me Down to Sleep /ago, rejoined it for the current 
| sevens that the Elaine Ryan- “See Hoy They Run.” Roberta 
Ludwig Bemelmans flop of last Jonay, who appeared for three 
, Season lost $141,000. weeks in “Harvey” and had the 
Next membership meeting of |feminine lead in “For Love or 
the Association of Theatrical Press| Money” for two weeks, returned 
Agents & Managers will be held to New York to rejoin her hus- 
Dec. 21 . . . Carlson Spear, house band, Judson Pratt. Pratt played 
manager of the Shubert, New opposite Judy Holiday in “Born 
has been called back for, Yesterday” for three weeks in 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates for last week (the 27th weck of the seagon) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total gross for all current shows last week 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows... 
Number of new productions so far 


(Excluding Stock, Ice Shows and Outdcor) 


Number of current touring shows reported 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 


This Last 

Season Season 

5 ee Sarai 25 27 

shows .... 520 482 

$595,500 $590,500 

$12,154,600 $12,453,000 

ors ek eran’ 30 17 
ROAD 

23 24 

456 409 

$468,500 $467,000 


Total road gross reported last week.... 
Season’s total road gross so far 


$10,375,200 $8,800,100 





Fae 





Chicago Boxoffice 


in Upswing; 


Pacific SRO, ‘Lil 186, ‘Angel 13456 


Chicago, Dec. 5. 
Usual pre-holiday lull for legit 
houses here hasn't taken hold, with 


most theatres reporting an up- 
swing. Leader, of course, 1S 
“South Pacific.” with sellout and 


turnaways. New York City Opera 
Co. in last seven performances did 
well, 


Mail advance of “I Know My 
Love,” which opens at the Harris, 
Dec. 11, is very heavy. Sadler's 


Wells Ballet just has some singles 
for engagement starting Dec. 18. 
Premiere of “Rose Tattoo” is due 
Dec. 29. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Sel- 
wyn (4th week) ($3.80; 1,000). Show 
eatching on with over $13,500. 

“Diamond Lil,” Blackstone (11th 
week) ($4; 1,358). Slipped some to 
$18.000. 

New York City Opera Co., Opera 
House’ (2nd week) ($4.94; 3.600). 
Closed Sunday (3) with neat $42,- 
ooo. 

“South Pacific,” Shubert (3d wk) 
($5: 2,100). With the matinee seats 
gone, musical topped $51,200. 


Bless’ $37,500, 
D Oyly 186, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 5. 

With previously skedded book- 
ings being cancelled right and left 
and no new ones announced to take 
their place, there is every indica- 
tion that this will be Philly's 
sparcest holiday season, as far as 
the legit is concerned, in many 
vears. After “Bless You All” de- 
parts Saturday night (9) after three 
big weeks at the Forrest, the city’s 
only legit offering will be the 








D'Oyly Carte Opera Co., which has | 
the Shubert | 


two weeks to go at 
after this. giving the English group 
a full month in all. 
Estimates for Last Week 

“Bless You All,” Forrest (2d wk) 
(1.670; $4.55). This revue con- 
tinues to get hot business, despite 
management's worry that it still 
needs plenty of fixing. $37.500 
last week and should equal or beat 
that mark in this. its final stanza. 
Theatre’s next is “Darkness at 
Noon” Dec. 26. 

D'Oytyvy Carte Co., 
wk) (1,870; $4.55). 


Shubert (1st 
Disappointing 


$18.000 in first of four weeks, but | 
showed steady if slow improvement 


during week. Will be all by it-. 
self after this week and should 
profit therebv. “The Consul” re- 
turns Dee. 25. 

“Death of a Salesman,”” Locust 
(2d wk) (1.540; $3.90). Went up 


considerably to get an okay $22,- 


600 in vetaway week of return 
Visit with Thomas Mitchell as 
niain magnet. House dark until 


New Year's, when it get: “4 Times 
12 Is 48.” 


Prop-Less ‘Love’ Good 
$26.800 in Ist Det. Week 


Detroit, Dec. 5. 
“Tl Know My Love,” which Al- 
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne 
opened Monday (27) on a barren 





Stage—the props were all in snow- 
hound Pit‘sburgh—did a good 
$26,800 in its first week at the 
Cass. Theatre Guild subscription 


held gross down. but second week 
is complete sellout. Front-page 
publicity received by the Lunts 
for their impressive opening per- 
formance sssured capacity audience 
or rest of stay here. 

The Shubert will 
Monday 1) with “Brigadoon,” 
for two weeks. 


reopen next 
* in 





+ 


‘Streetcar’ 106, Mont’; 
‘Rooster’ SRO $10,500 


Montreal, Dec. 5. 
Repeat of “Streetcar Named De- 


sire” within the year at His Ma- 
jesty’s, with unknown cast and 
fair reviews, accounted for only 


$10,000. House, which seats 1,579, 
was scaled to $3.94. 

Gratien Gelinas’ “Ti-Coq” (“Lit- 
tle Rooster’), currently in its fifth 
stanza at the Gesu theatre, con- 
tinues to play to capacity and is 
grossing a near $10,500 a week, 
with the 932-seater scaled to $2.60. 
“Rooster” closes hefe in mid-De- 
cember; opens in Toronto at the 
Royal Alexandra Jan. 8 for one 
week, and then moves on to the 
Harris in Chicago fer a _ limited 
run starting Jan. 15. 


ROBERTS’ FAIR $16,000 
IN FULL NEW HAVEN WK. 


New Haven, Dec. 5. 

| Business at the full week stand 
of “Mister Roberts” at the Shubert 
‘last week (27-2) was below expecta- 
tions. Show originally opened 
here to packed houses two seasons 
ago, but this time, despite a fine 
company and good word-of-mouth, 
the take was only an estimated 
$16,000 on eight shows at $4.20 top. 
“Ice Follies’’ competition at the 
Arena may have been a factor. The 
previous week, in a split between 
Allentown and Reading, Pa., 
“Roberts” grossed $16,800. 

Current is full week of “The 
Consul” (4-9) and next week gets 
preem of “Second Threshold” 
(13-16). 


‘Brigadoon’ So-So $17,500 
In Three Southern Stands 
Louisville, Dee. 5. 

John Yorke’s touring production 
of “Brigadoon” had only se-so go- 
ing last week, winding up here 
Saturday night (2) with a total of 
under $17,500 for three stands. 
Musical played Monday and Tues- 
day (27-28) at the Auditorium, 
Charleston, W. Va.; Wednesday 
(29) at the Auditorium, Hunting- 
ton, W. Va., and Thursday-Satur- 
day (30-2) at the Auditorium here. 

Show is playing the American, 
St. Louis, all this week. 











- Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD +Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“Celler and The Well” ‘D) 
George Freedley & Roger Stearns 
prod.; Henry Forsythe, dir. 


“Darkness At Noon” ‘(D)—Play- | 


wright’s Co., prod.; Sidney Kings- 
ley. dir. 

“Enemy of the People” ‘D) — 
Lars Nordenson, prod.; Robert 
Lewis, dir. 

“Four Twelves Are 48” ‘C) — 
Aldrich & Myers, Otto Preminger, 


Julius Fleischmann; Prods.; Pre- 
minger, dir. 

“King Lear” (‘D) — Robert L. 
Joseph and Alexander H. Cohen 


prod.; John Houseman, dir. 
“Rose Tattoo” ‘(D) — Chery! 
Crawford, prod.; Daniel Mann, dir 
“Second Threshold” ‘(D)—Alfred 
de Liagre, Jr., prod.-dir. 
“Twentieth Century” ‘D) 
ANTA, prod., Jose Ferrer, dir. 





Paul Grinwis, Dutch dancer in 
N. Y. recently with the Grand 
Ballet, has been signed by Doro- 
thy Stewart as premier dancer for 
the Borovansky Ballet of Australia, 
and sails from N. Y. Dec. 21, on a 
year’s pact. He was a me mber of 
ithe Original Ballet Russe. 


- Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 4-16) 


“Angel In the Pawnshop” (try- 
; out)— Selwyn, Chi. (4-9); Harris, 
, Chi, (11-16) (Reviewed in Variety, 
Nov. 8, °50). 
| “As You Like It” — Biltmore. 
| L. A. (4-16). 
| “Bless You All” (tryout) — For- 
,rest, Phila. (4-9) (Reviewed 
VARIETY, Nov. 15, 750). 
“Blossom Time” — Royal Alex- 
andra, Toronto (4-9); Erlanger. 
Buffalo (10-13); Strand, Ithaca (14): 


Strand, Utica (15); Academy of 
Music, Northampton, Mass. (16). 

“Born Yesterday”—El Capitan, 
Hollywood (4-9), 

“Brigadoon” — American, St. 
a (4-9); Shubert, Detroit (11- 
6). 

“Captain Carvallo” (tryout) — 
Erlanger, Buffalo (6-9): Cass. De- 


troit (11-16) (Reviewed in VARIETY 
from London, Aug. 15, °50). 
“Come Back, Little Sheba” 
Geary, San Francisco (4-16). 
“Consul”—Shubert, New 
(4-9); Gayety, Wash. (11-16). 
“Death of a Salesman”—Colo- 
nial. Bost. (4-16). 
“Diamond Lil’—Blackstone, Chi. 
(4-16). 
D’Oyly 
(4-16). 
“I Know My 


_ 


Carte—Shubert, Phila. 


Love”’—Cass, De- 


troit (4-9); Selwyn, Chi. (11-16) 

“Innocents” — Cox. Cincinnati 
(4-9); Hanna, Cleve. (11-16). 

“Kiss Me, Kate” — Music Hall. 
Kansas City (4-9); Convention 
Hall, Tulsa (11-13); Home, Okla- 
homa City (14-16). 

“Mister Roberts” — _ Victory. 
Providence (4-9); Court Square, 


Springfield, Mass. (11-16). 
“Oklahoma” — Shrine Mosque, 


Peoria (3-5); Orpheum. Spring- 
field, Ill. (6-7); Memorial Aud., 
Burlington. Iowa (9); KRNT Radio 
theatre, Des Moines (11); Omaha, 
Omaha (12-13); Chief, Colorado 
Springs (15); City Aud., Pueblo 
(16). 


“Out of This World” ‘trvout)— 
Shubert, Bost. (4-16) (Reviewed in 
VARIETY, Nov. 8, °50). 

“Red, White and Blue” ‘trvout) 
— Murat. Indianapolis (5-7); Me- 
morial Aud., Dayton (9-10); Taft 
Aud., Cincinnati (11-16) (Reviewed 
in Variety, Oct. 11, ’50). 

“Second Threshold” ‘tryvout) — 
Shubert, New Haven (13-16). 


“South Pacifie’—Shubert, Chi. 
(4-16). 

“Streetcar Named Desire” — 
Nixon, Pitt. (4-9); Weller, Zanes- 
ville. Ohio (11); Aud., Akron (12): 
Shea’s, Ashtabula, Ohio (13); 
Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (14): Shea’s, 


Jamestown (15); Shea’s, Bradford, 
Pa. (16). 


‘World’ 376 in 6, 
‘Opera’ $7,700, Hub 


5. 





Boston, Dec. 
newcomer this week is 
“Death of a Salesman” which 
bowed last night ‘(Mon.) at the 
Colonial. “Lily Henry” and Ballets 
de Paris, also skedded for this 
week, cancelled out, Icaving the 
Hub with but two legits alight. 
“Out of This World,’ hounded by 
the censor and not too well re- 
ceived by the critics, added an ex- 
tra week. Engagement is a sellout. 

Estimates For Last Week 


Only 


“Let's Make on Opera” Wilbur 
($3.60). Not much action on this 
one, although everybody agreed 


it’s cute gag; $7.700. 

“Out of This World” Shubert 
(Ist wk) (1,750; $6). Heavy ad- 
vance sale pulling this one through, 
almost $37,000, capacity for six 
performances, . 


‘Okla.’ 206 in Six, Inds, 
Plus 96 in Toledo Single 


Indianapolis, Dec. 5. 
“Oklahoma,” playing a return 
visit after two vears, took a satis- 





factory $20,000 in six perform- 
ances last Wednesday-Saturday 


(29-2) at the Murat here. The Thea 
tre Guild presentation had alreads 
grossed $9,000 in a single showing 


Monday night (27) at the Para- 
mount, Toledo. 
“Red, White and Blue.” the 


American Legion revue, is due at 
the Murat tonight ‘Tues.’ and plays 


through Thursday night (7). Also 
current this week is the Sonja 


Henie ice show, at the €oliseum. 


‘Innocents’ $12,800, M’w’ 





Milwaukee, Doc. 5. 
“The Innocents” had a_ profit- 
able stand at the Davidson here 


last week, winding up with a gross 
of £12,800 in eight performances. 

William Archibald-Henry James 
thriller is at the Cox, Cincinnati 
i this week. 


in 
| 





} 


| began -last week its annual 


Haven | 


| (D-$4.80; 


B'way B.0. Begins Pre-Xmas Decline 


Guys’ Sock $40,700, ‘Bell’ $27,200, 
Country’ $21,200, ‘Ring’ $20,800 


As attendance 
pre- 
Christmas decline, Extra adverse 
factors may have been the not-so- 
cold war situation, plus numerous 
refunds to the previous Saturday’s 
(25) storm-bound patrons. As 
usual in such circumstances, most 
shows were hit, with only the ad- 
vance sellouts getting their regular 
capacity gross figures. Business is 
expected to continue to slump 
until Christmas. 

The total gross for all 
shows last week was $595,500, 
or 75.5% of capacity. The 
previous week’s total for 27 
shows was $600,600, or 75.26 
of capacity. 

Last week's only closing was 
“Edwina Black.” There are no 
scheduled foldings this week, but 
at least one is a probability for 
next week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Opera). 

Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, mwmber 
of seats and capacity gross. Price 
includes 20° amusement tax, but 
grosses are net: ie., exclusive of 
tax. 

“Affairs of State.” Music Box 
(llth wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012: $26,484). 
Had very few refunds from the 
preceding Saturday (25); almost 
$26,500 again. 

“Bell, Book and Candle.” Barry- 
more (3d wk) (C-$4.80; 1,066; $28,- 
060). Had standees at all per- 


expected, legit 


9 


500 (previous week, first six per- 


'formances got $9,700). 


formances, but party commissions | 


and about $500 in refunds from 


the storm held the gross to $27,200 | 


(previous week, $27,600). 


“Black Chiffon.” 48th Street | 
(7th wk) (D-$4.80: 925; $22,165). 


Topped $16,500 week, 


$14.900). 


(previous 


| Jan. 


“Call Me Madam,” Imperial] (8th | 


“Ring Round the Moon,” Beck 
(2d wk) (C-$4.80; 1,214: $28,000). 
Nearly $20,800, with parties a fac- 
tor (previous week, first five per- 
formances tabbed $11,300, includ- 
ing $3,100 for one preview). 

“Season in the Sun,” Cort (10th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,967). 
About $23,500 (previous week, al- 
most $24,000) 


“South Pacific,” Majestic (85th 
wk) (M-$6; 1,659; $50,186). Always 
goes clean and gets the standee 
limit; $50,800 again. 

Stock 

“Arms and the Man,” Arena 
(7th wk) ‘C-$3; 500; $10,600). Al- 
most $4,300 (previous week, 
$4,600). 


“Tower Beyond Tragedy,” ANTA 
Playhouse (lst wk) (D-$3; 924; $19,- 
700). About $17,000 ‘previous 
week, opening performance, about 
$1,900). 

Future Dates 


“Cellar and the Well,” ANTA 
Playhouse, Dec. 10 (rehearsing). 

“Let’s Make An Opera,” Golden, 
Dec. 13. 

“Bless You All,” Hellinger 
14 (trying out). 

“Out of This World,” Century, 
Dec. 21 ‘trying out). 

“Twentieth Century,” ANTA 

25 


Dec. 


Playhouse, Dec. 24 ‘rehearsing). 

“King Lear,” National, Dec. 
(rehearsing). 

“Captain Carvalla,” unspecified 
theatre, Dec. 26 (rehearsing). 

“Captain Brassbound’s Conver- 
sion,” City Center, Dec. 27 (re- 
hearsing). 

“Enemy of the Peopie” unspeci- 
fied theatre, Dec. 28 ‘rehearsing). 

“Second Threshold,” unspecified 
theatre, Jan. 2 (rehearsing). 

“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin, week 
of Jan. 8. 

“Royal 
10. 

“Four Times Twelve Are 48,” 
unspecified theatre, week of Jan. 
15 (rehearsing). 

“Mary Rose,” ANTA Plaj louse, 
Feb. 2 


avd. 


Family,” City Center, 





‘Sheba’ $18,200, 


wk) ‘(M-$7.20; 1.400: $51,847) 
Almost $52,500 ‘previous week, 
$52.500). 

“Cocktail Party,” Miller (46th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 940; $21.600). About | 
$10,300 ‘previous week, $12,300). 

“Country Girl,” Lyccum = (4th 
wk) (D-4.80; 995; $22,845). Has 
been overquoted; about $21.200 
‘previous week, under $21,500). 


“Edwina Black,” Booth (2d wk) 
712; $19,195). First full 
week under $5,000 ‘previous week, 
$6,500 for first seven perform- 
ances), folded Saturday night after 
15 performances, at loss of about 
$45.000. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (52d wk) (M-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). 
at the midweck matinee, besides 
having considerable refunds; al- 
most $44 000 ‘previous week, $46 - 
600). 

“Golden State.” Fulton (2d wk) 
(C-$4.80; 995; $24.666). Nearly 
$10,500, mostly on parties (previ- 


Also failed to go clean) 


ous week, first four performances | 


got $10,800, including about $7.- 
700 in three previews). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th Street 
(2d wk? ties 40: 1.319; $40.000). 
Getting t°.«tendee limit at all 
performar be ices, ,party commis- 
sions linm ‘led tp Zoss to over 
$40,700 hig ‘Previous first five 
perform, ances ' 
includimng’® $9,809 

“Hap-¢ by T 
wk) Cs 
Almost, 
$25.40¢ ds 
ho Crane,» joronet (5th wk) 


We on 
regix io $26,100. 


‘45th 
$29.019). 
week. 





(D-$4. 1,027: £26,800). About 
$15.50. 'Provioul week, $14,400). 

“Kin, . Te, Kace,”” Shubert (99th 
wk) UnS6; 1,361; $40,857). Over 
$31.400 prev ous week. $35,000.) 

“Lady's Not for Burning,” 
Royale ‘4th wk) ‘C-$4.80; 1,035; 
$27,100). Getting all the standees 
permitted, but Theatre Guild sub- 
scription limited the gross to over 
$25.600 ‘previous week, $25,900). 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire ‘47th wk) ‘D-$4.80: 1,082; 
$24,000). Almost $15.000 ‘previous 
week, $16.500). 


“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (14l1st 
wk! ‘(CD-%4.80; 1.360: $34.276) 
Nearly $14.200 ‘previous week. 
$18,100). 


“Pardon Our F ene’ ,” Broadway 
(9th wk) (R-$6: 1,900; $55.800). 
Nearly $26,900 ‘previous week. 
$28.100). 


“Peep Show,” \/inter Garden 
(22d wk’ (R-$7.20; 1.519; $53.400). 
Almost $34,700 ‘previous week, 


$37.300). 

“Peter Pan,” St. James ‘32d wk 
(M-£4.80; 1.571; $34,500). \'most 
$24. 000 opr vious week. ©30.700) 

“Relepse,” Vorosco ‘2d wk! (C- 
1$4.80; 914; $24,300). Under $13,- 


‘Born’ 146, L.A. 


! Los Angeles, Dec. 5. 

Three shows wound up locally 
over the weekend, but three others 
move in this frame to keep some 
semblance of life on the local legit 
scene. Newcomers are, “As You 
Like It.” which rekindled the Bilt- 
more last night (4): “The Man” 
which opens at Las Palmas tonight 
‘Tues.), and “Twelfth Night,” 
which starts at the Century Thurs- 
day (7). 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” FE) Capitan (3d 
wk) ($3.60); 1,142. Finalca Sunday 
(3) after 19 days that grossed $33,- 
000, with okay $14,000 for last eight 
days of run. Scheduled Coast road 
tour was cancelled due to Marie 
MacDonald's leg injury. 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” Bilt- 
more (2d wk) ($3.60; 1,636). Better 
in its final frame, rising to $18,200 
for a mildly profitable stand. 

“The Winsiow Boy,” Las Palmas 
(4th wk) ($3.60; 388). Slid again 
in its final week, registering a so- 
so $4,200. Total for the four weeks 
an okay $19,000. 


Kate’ $35,400 in 7 At 
Omaha Dessiie Weather 


Omaha, Dec. 5. 
Despite rain, snow and cold the 
last two days. “Kiss Me. Kate” did 
a neat $35.400 for five nights and 





two mautinees ai the 2,100-seat 
Omaha theatre. Top was $4.89, 
Benny Baker, Lincoln, Neb., boy, 


added publicity angles. 

“Oklahoma” is due for its third 
visit to the Omaha Dec. 12-13, with 
matinee. 


‘Born’ Fine $17,600, D.C. 


Washington. Dee. 5. 

“Born Yesterday” climbed to a 
fine $17.600 for its second week at 
ihe Gayety theatre here, and is 
currently in a third ond last week, 
Following the revent big siorm, 
crowds hzve been bypoing the box- 
office end this final stenza should 
also do moderate vy we |. 

“The Conoul” move in for 
single week next Monday (11). 


a 
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Plays Abroad 


To Porothy. a Son 
London, Dec. 9. 
Jack ce Leon production of farcical 
comedy in two acts by Roger MacDougall 
Directed by Peter Ashmore. At Savoy the- 


atre. L>n con. 

Toni Rigi Richard Attenborough 
Dorothy Rigi i Sheila Sin 
Myrtle $= .-ceccceseess Yolands Donian 
Taxi Driver ..cccceceres Philip Holles 
Dr. Cameron ..ccccccces Alasiair Hunier 
Nurs@ — -eccevceeees Gwenidisn Wiison 
Second Driver Peter Lait 

Here is a rare occurence, al 
amusing situation that ralses con- 
tinual lau¢hs and sustains interest 
despite a slendcr theme woven 
around bclated arrival of an = in- 
fant. Show was polished following 
a prov:ncial tour, and its expert 
timing and smoothness contripute 

reatuy to its merit. With an An- 
glo-Amoerican flavor, this farce 
micht meke the grade on Broad 
wav and could” be transferred 
adroitiv to the screen. 

Most of the humor arises trom 
the tact that one of the three main 
character the expectant mother. 
is never visible, except throuecn a 
veiled il, and then show'ne only) 
one arm Her agitated husband 
spends his time trying to compose 
mu for a documentary = tilm, 
dashing in and out for her room in 
att ncance on her. 

\ bombshell arrives in the per- 
son ot hubby's former wite from 
America, claiming their divorce 
was irregular and they are. still 
married. It develops that if he 
possesses a son within a stipulated 
time, he will inherit a $1.000,009, 
if not, it goes to his first wife. The 
giy interloper is  exultant and 
about to depart to collect her in- 
heritance when it is pointed out 
to her the time differential be- 
tween the two countries. Imme- 
diately prior to the blessed event 


the father is notified by his lawye1 


that because of the lack of one 
day's residential qualification his 
first marriage was invalid so his 
current wife blithely gives birth 
to a dauzhter. Before the dumb 
blonde can again depart in 
triumph, the doctor produces a 
second child, a son, whose arrival 
coincides with the deadline hour 
The first “wife” quite blandly dis- 
closes she, too, has married again 


and has a family. 


Yolande Donlan’s performance 


as the feather-brained American 
wife is a real joy. Much credit tor 
the play's success must go to her, 
Richard Attenborough has_ the 
brunt of the acting on his shoul- 


ders being continually on stage and 
coping alternately with crisis 
and nerve strain plus jubilation 
and paternal pride. Sheila Sim 
makes a wonderfully impressive 
character of the unseen mother. 
getting all that is possible from 
her meagre opportunities. Peter 
Ashmore directs the show with 
great discretion. Clem, 





Gladys George and John Dall 
are starred in the Coast produc- 
tion of Mel Dinelli’s “‘The Man,” 
which premiered last night (5) at 
Las Palmas theatre in Hollywood 
with Harold J. Kennedy directing 
. .. Pau'a Morgan, under contract 
to the Actors’ Co. on the Coast. 
was spotted in the group’s touring 
production of “Summer _— and 
Smoke” and inked for a film role 
5 “David anu Bathsheba” at 20th 
FOX, 


isle of Umbrellas 


London, Nov. 15. 


Molly May Ltd. (in association with Rix 
Theatrical Productions) production of 
comedy in three acts by Peter Coke and 
Mabel L.. Tyrrell Directed «by Martin 
Case. At Embassy theatre. London 
Fanny Blake Marjorie Fielding 
William Blake Deering Wells 
scne Tree... ..sceveae Brigid Lenhan 
\lessenger Fugene Deckers 
Charles Dorsett Nicholas Parsons 
Col. Tom Bigger Edward Lexy 
Staines Betty Sinclau 

\ fantastic comedy which, de- 
spite its novel theme, remains mild 


entertainment 
could have been 
very briet 
palls throughout 
flects little credit 
novelist authors 
angle 

Locale is a country house where 
an elderly couple bemoan the in- 
clemency of an English summer. 
{n impatient visitor, clad in white 
toga. festooned at head and heel 
with wings. wno announces he is 
Mercury, claims admittance. He 
tells them his masters are angered 


Subject matter 
crtist’cally treated 
short story, Dut it 
three acts and re- 
o1. the actor- 
from a stage 


as a 


at their constant abuse of the 
weathel As a punishment the 
mortals are then endowed with the 
power to order their own climatic 
conditions. 

Storv is manfully held together 
through the charm and always 


sracious acting of Marjorie Field- 
ing as the lady of the manor and 
Eugene Deckers the malicious 
Mercury. Others in the cast cope 
commendably with their allotted 
roles Clem. 


as 








: ’ i ‘ 
Un Conte DPD’ Hiver 
(Winter Tale) 
Paris, Nov. 
Comedie Francaise production of Shake 


2) 
aO. 


speare’s play Directed by Julien Ber- 
theau Adapted in French by Claude 
Andre Puiet. Music by Darius Milhaud. 
Sets bv Rene Moulaert. Costumes, by 
Francine G. Risler. At Comedie Fran- 
caise, Paris. 

Hermione Annie Ducaux 
PRUNE ...scseseoeene’s Lise Delamare 
co WEE ee Denise Noel 
a) eee ere PS er Suzanne Nivette 
POPIGta «.. fisecvevesesees Jeanne Moreau 
Dorcas (avatars Francoise Engel 
Old Shepherd. ...-cseeeess Denis d’Ines 
Came i «s#6seéeess Jean Debucourt 
Young Peasant . Jacques Charon 


Andre Falcon 
Jean Davy 
Paul-Emile Deiber 
Pierre Gallon 
Georges Vitray 
Louis Eymond 
Paul Ecoffard 


Florizel 
Leontes 
Time 
Cleomenes 
Archidamus 
Polixenes 

\ Courtier 


Jail BREGPEP .ccccccsoescsecs Marco Behar 
ATitiMONUS ..crcesccsedecs Henri Rollan 
AutolVcus ..ccrcecccccere . Robert Hirsch 
Servant ...ccccecececvess Teddy Bilis 
RAE occ na¥eeseeseeeeses Michel Galabru 
DE . ccs centeceeteeseeee M. Drancourt 

This exemplary production at 
the Comedy Francaise of the 
Shakespeare play is the best an- 


swer that the current management 
could give to those who claim that 
the subsidy. about $300,000 yearly, 
is a waste of money. It shows con- 
siderable enterprise on the part of 
M. A. Touchard, who was aired in 


the reorganization of the Comedy | 


Secretaire Generale 
Mare Bauer. The production is 
both fine entertainment, as evi- 
denced by the advance sale, and 
good public relations job, since 
showing that France’s finest play- 


by his new 


ers do not consider themselves so | 


narrowly bound that they must do 
only French rep. 

The C. A. Pujet adaptation aptly 
renders the classie lines even 
some of the words, literally trans- 
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ATTENTIEN! «- 


available, 


Melodramas. 


Write or wire Cudia 
Phoenix, Arizona. 





Producers-Stock Conname's 
Road Shows, Etc. ~ 


Two Theatres — Investigate for booking time 
Saloon with stage, 250 seating capacity, for 


Large theatre, 1,000 seating capacity, suitable 
for legitimate dramas or musicals. 


- 


City, P. O. Box 1944, 


| lated. are likely to surprise pres- 
| ent-day ears. This is a fine produc-* 
| tion. In some cases players get on 


stage from the auditorium via the | 
Full stage is never used, and | 


side. 
there nearly always is some space 
left behind the last drop. 

The castumes are beautiful while 
the whole color scheme 
lent. Lighting has been well han- 
dled 

Julien Berthaeu’s direction 
given all the scenes full value. 


has 
In 


a difticult role, Jean Davy manages , 


to switch easily from the lover to 
the tyro. Jean Debucourt, as the 
perfect courtier and counsellor, 
toptlight. Annie Ducaux is moving 
as the wrongly accused woman 
while Li Delamare fine as 
Paulina who dares speak her mind. 
Jeanne Moreau, the foundling, 
has all the required sex appeal in 
the finest ingenue = style, well 
supported by Andre Falcon. The 
balance of the cast supports the 
principals with gusto. Maxi. 


is 


Is 


se 


as 





Return to Tyassi 
Nov. 


of 


30. 


London, 


Sherek Players production 


a drama 
in three acts. Written and directed by 
Benn W. Levy At Duke of York's Thea- 

London. 
Susan Hubbard Tilsa Page 
Gilbert Cotton Alexander Knox 
Mrs. Grentell Helen Haye 
Martha Cotton Constance Cummings 
Christopher Green Geoffrey Dunn 
Ems Hilda Bruce-Potter 
Francis Hubbard ng John Justin 


With “Return to Tyassi.”” Benn 


W. Levy contributes his first new 
play tor five years. In the period 
in which he was inactive in the 
theatre, he was a member of 


it would seem he 
infected with the 


Parliament, and 
had become 


| Parliamentary tradition that words 


than action. For two 
nothing happens. It 
isn’t until final act that the play 
shows any sign of life. Hence, it 
seems to have small chance. 

As an example of fine writing, 
*“Tvassi”’ well above current 
standards; hence, the theme might 
be adapted with outstanding suc- 


mean 
acts 


more 
almost 


is 


is excel- | 


‘SHUBERT DEAL TO BUY 


to buy “an interest in Show-of-the- 


Proposed deal for Lee Shubert | 


| 
| 
| 
; 


INTO SOMC CHILLED 


Month Club has reportedly chilled. | 


Terms offered by Shubert are un- 
derstood unacceptable to Sylvia 
Siegler, SOMC president, and ne- 
gotiations are at a standstill. 

Besides insisting on acquiring 
51° of the stock of the ticket sub- 
scription organization, Shubert is 
said to be stipulating that SOMC 
limit its selections or deals for 
previews to shows playing Shubert 
theatres. Beyond asserting that no 
agreement had been reached, Miss 
Siegler yesterday (Tues.) declined 
to discuss the matter. 





Costume Wage Tilt of 10c 
Seen Averting Strike 


Granting ot a 10c per hour wage 
raise by the theatrical costume 
companies has apparently averted 
the threatened strike by the The- 
atrical Costume Workers’ Union, 
Local 124, ILGWU. Latter outfit 
had been demanding that all cos- 
tumes, including ordinary street 
clothes, overall, and incidental gar- 
ments, be bought from costume 
firms and made by its members, 
instead of bein* purchased at de- 
partment stores at present. 

Although a final agreement 
portedly hasn't been reached, tlie 
union is reported ready to call 
off the 100°> costume setup in re- 
turn for the wage tilt. 


N. Y. Drama Crix 


as 


Te- 
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he amon, 

the critics, which has been discon- 

tinued as of this season. 
Morehouse’s Observations 


cess as a novel. But as conven-| 
tional theatre, it is lacking in 
forthrightness and_ story values, ! 


relying entirely on the characteri- 
zations of a firstrate cast. 

With the flimsiest of plots, the 
author develops a symbolic con- 
trast between trivial and worthy 
existence. ‘The focal character is 
a wife who divorces her first hus- 
band because he put his job as 
an archaelogist in mystical Tyassi 
first and settled down to a con- 
vential routine with a ponderous, 
but prosperous, civil servant. The 
legend was created that husband 
No. L was a rotter, but when his 
death is announced and his brother 
‘also from Tyassi) appears on the 
scene, she confesses with amazing 
candor her own weaknesses. 

The character of the wife is ex- 


ceptionally well depicted and a 
picture is drawn of a frustrated 
woman who realizes she surren- 


dered happiness for comfort and 
security. When the brother comes 
into her life she firmly believes she 
has been given a second chance. But 
after spending a night with her, he 
turns her down and leaves her to 
her husband, whose religious emo- 
tions have turned to hatred. 

As a study of a small segment 
of society, this play is quite effec- 


| tive. The principal roles are per-| 


formed with a rare sensitivity and 
the author’s direction brings out 
the best from an excellent team. 
' Constance Cummings gives a deep- 
ly moving interpretation of the 
unhappy wife, capturing the vary- 
ing moods of a woman whose 
fortunes change hour by hour. 
Alexander Knox contributes an 
outstanding performance as_ the 
husband, which scores strongly by 
its restrained dignity. Helen Haye 
as the mother turns in a flawless 
study of a> well-meaning but de- 
termined selfish woman who _ is 


ter’s unhappiness. 

Tilsa 
mings’ daughter by her first mar- 
riage, and John Justin, as the first 


husband's brother, maintain the 
high thesping standard. There 
also is a_ perfect cameo from 
Geoffrey Dunn as an effeminate 
interior decorator. Hilda Bruce- 


Potter as the maid has little more 
than a walk-on. 

The entire production is staged 
in the dining room of a Regent's 





‘ . 
Please’ $7,300 in 6, S.F. 
San Francisco, Dec. 5. 

; “If You Please,” starring Frank 
Fay, opened Tuesday (28) to unani- 
mously bad reviews and wound up 
its first week at the 1,775-seat Cur- 
ran, at a $4.20 scale, with a meagre 
$7,300 for six performances. Show 
had been set for a four-week run, 
but closed down Saturday (2). 

“Come Back, Little Sheba,” with 
Shirley Booth and Sidney Black- 
mer, opened last night (4) at the 








| 1,550-seat Geary, 


largely responsible for her daugh- | 


Page, playing Miss Com- | 


Park house, with Anthony Hol-| 
land’s decor most impressive. 
Myro. 


Referring to VARIETY’s decision 
to discontinue its annual boxscore 


of the New York drama critics, 
Ward Morehouse wrote in part 
yesterday (Tues.) in the N. Y. 


World-Telegram & Sun, “To mem- 
bers of the aisle-seat fraternity it 
was something of a nuisance, but 
I always felt, along with Mr. C. 
(Chapman), that it -had its influ- 
ence over the years in reducing 
the number of yes-and-no reviews. 

“It's my notion, as I’ve set forth 
upon occasion, that it’s a critic's 
job to report upon the proceedings 
beneath the proscenium arch—to 
examine, to analyze, and to tell his 
readers if he likes a play or if he 
doesn’t—and to say why. An in- 
decisive review is seldom of any 
help to a play, to a playgoer, or 
to the critic himself. 

“I've always believed that most 
of the boys were secretly elated 
‘when they found themselves at the 
top of the Variety rating, and that 
also goes for the distinguished 
John Mason Brown, who demand- 
ed, and fairly shrilly. that the trade 
weekly computations be discon- 
tinued. During his days as a daily 
reviewer Mr. Brown was VARIETY’s 
top man several times.” 











Touring ‘Roberts’ 
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lines, the Equity council's letter to 
the “Roberts” cast noted that the 
union has worked closely with the 
racial equality organization on the 
segregation issue, with the latter 
specifically approving its strategy 
in the Washington situation. “It 
should be understood that we de- 
sire to work hand in hand with the 
NAACP,” the message said. 

“We do not regard their picket 
lines as being picket lines in the 
ordinary union sense of the word, 


but rather as excellent informa- 
tional propaganda directed. not 


| against Equity members, but rather 

against the indifference, thought- 
|lessness and ignorance of local 
‘audiences, who have the ultimate 
power of determination within 
their own hands as to whether or 
not they desire the elimination of 
discrimination in their own com- 
| munities.” 





Harry Zelzer in New York from 
Chi to make arrangements for the 


Metropolitan Opera's Chicago 
visit. . . Eddie Dowling may take 
over the Chevy Chase summer 


theatre, Wheeling, Ill.. with former 
producer, Marshall Migatz, looking 
for another North Side spot to put 
on his third season of name stock 

. Hugo Schaff, company mano- 
ger of “Angel in the Pawnshon,” 
was run down by an auto in Chi- 
cago last wees. but came back to 


iwork with just some bad bruises. | 


Greenwich Village Nitery 
Switching to Legit For 
Theatre-in-the-Round 


Production in the round of 
“Dark of the Moon” at the Sheri- 
dan Square Arena theatre, N. Y.,, 


| Starting Dec. 24, will mark the in- 
/auguration of a legit policy at what 


was formerly the Greenwich Vil- 
lage Inn. Spot was leased recently 
by Sheridan Square Arena The- 
atre and Restaurant, Inc. for a 10- 
year period. Outfit is headed by 
Quintero, with Theodore 
Mann as secretary-treasurer. Quin- 
tero, besides being prexy, will also 
serve as director and company man- 
ager. Edward Mann and Emily 
Stevens will head the technical de- 
partment, while Aileen Cramer will 
handle subscriptions and Seymor 
Krawitz the drum-beating. 

A permanent company of 20 per- 
formers, staffers and technicians, 
will be employed. Negotiations are 
currently on for the l-asing of the 
location’s restaurant, to be oper- 
ated in conjunction with the the- 
atre. In addition to dramatic offer- 
ings, dance recitals, lectures and 
concerts will also be given at the 
theatre. House will be a 275-seater. 


Jose 





Miomi Legit Plans Switch 
From Nitery to Pix House 


Miami Beach, Dec. 5. 
Sandy Scott and Irving Barrett, 
producers of the current legit 
series at the Copa City nitery, are 
planning to bring their weekly le- 
git presentations into Brandt's 
Roosevelt theatre here, after their 





run at the nitery is completed 
Dec. 17. 

Two associates of Scott are now 
‘discussing a deal in New York 


with the Brandt interests, working 
on a guarantee against percentage, 
The Brandt (N. Y.) subway circuit, 
it's understood, won't be involved 
in the venture. Scott-Barrett ex- 
pect to stage their own shows, with 
Guy Thomajon directing. 


Seek to Rebuild Florida 
Legiter-Longhair Circuit 





Miami Beach, Dec. 5. 
Legit, ballet, opera and concert 
bookings for more than a dozen 


Florida cities are being sought by 
a local outfit,*Auditorium Attrac- 
tions, Ine. Intention is to rebuild 
the territory to something like its 
former thriving condition for tour- 


ing shows. Modern § auditoriums, 
with adequate = stage facilities, 
dressing rooms and air-condition- 


ers, are available in Jacksonville, 
Daytona Beach, Orlando, Miami 
Beach, Miami, Gainesville, Tampa, 
Ft. Lauderdale, West Palm Beach, 
Ocala, Sarasota and other towns. 
Bernard E. Selevan is managing 
director of Auditorium Attractions 


and Ben Segal, manager of the 
Hellinger theatre, N. Y., is the 


Broadway representative. 


‘Consul’ 17G, Balto 


Baltmore, Dec. 5. 
Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The Con- 
sul” pulled down a disappointing 





$17,000 at Ford's here last week. 
The musical tragedy got rave re- 
views, but failed to draw much 


trade until the weekend. 

Chandler Cowles-Efrem 
balist, Jr.. production is in 
Haven this week. 


GUILD’S CRITIC’S PLAY 

The Theatre Guild has optioned 
“The International Set,” by Louis 
Kronenberger, drama_ critic of 
Time mag. Production is schedul- 
ed for this season, if a suitable 
femme star can be obtained. p 

Until recently, the play was 
under option to Kermit Bloom- 
garden. 


Zim- 
New 














“ACT RIGHT" 


BUY A HOME LOCATED AT 


ROCKVILLE CENTER (vie.) — 80 x 109, 
$22,500. Beautiful modernistic residence, 
outstanding neighbsrhood. Gorgeous grounds. 
secluded garden. Center foyer, jarge tiving 
room, two picture windows, log-burning fire- 
place, opening on te spacious rear awninged 
terrace, over-looking gardens. Ultra modern 
dining room and kitchen. Monet metal sink 
unit. Tappan Range. Refrigerater, powder 
room, farge master bedroom with private 
bath and shower, 2 other bedroams and tiled 


bath. Large closets. Laundry and shewer in 
basement. Steam heat, oil. Many extras. 
Outstanding bargain. 3. D. O'CONNELL. 
235 Merrick Rd., corner Vincent Ave.. 


Lynbrook, Long Island, N. Y 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
1623 Sunset Bivd. Hollywood 46, Ca! 
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Billy Rose Blows 100G a Year 

Showman-columnist Billy Rose, 
whose “Pitching Horseshoes” fad- 
ed from the journalistic scene as 
of Monday (4), sacrificed an annual 
estimated income of $100,000 by 
his decision to drop the pillar due 
to poor health and press of other 


business. Column would have 
yeached its fifth birthday next 
April. After its inception as a 


paid ad in the N. Y. Daily News, 
the feature snow-balled 
svndication by Bell Syndicate, 
Western Newspaper Union, Do- 
minion News Bureau and kindred 
distributing -organizations. His 
stuff was also widely reprinted, in 
Reader’s Digest, etc. 

In his final fling at the 
writer—subheaded “Bye Bye 
Line,” Rose wrote: “The decision 
to say goodby to my byline has 
been a tough one to make. For 


type- 


almost five years now this column | 


has provided most of the fun and 
focus of my life, and emotionally 


it has meant more to me than 
anvthing I ever’ tackled. I’ve 
watched it grow from a paid ad 
in The News to a feature syn- 


dicated in more than 2,000 papers 
‘counting weeklies), and naturally 
an old showoff like me doesn’t like 


to leave the stage with that big 
an audience in the house. But if 
it has to be a choice between 
hoopla and hypertension, I guess 
1 know which side my bed is 
buttered on.” 

Although discontinuing his 
brainchild, Rose is understood to | 


be tree to resume the column any 
he feels inclined to do so, 
for Bell is said to have left a spot 
open for him. Meanwhile, the 
showman is readying a trip to 
South America and expects to get 
away around Jan. 5. South-of-the- 
border tour will be in the nature 
of a convalescent junket, for the 
51-year-old showman- writer re- 
cently underwent an operation. 

In addition to his column, Rose 
has been busy producing a tele- 
vision show, and operating 
Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y., which he 
owns, and the Diamond Horseshoe 
nitery, N. Y, 


Time 


Cosmo's Judy, Jolie Yarns 
Judy Garland has written her 
“My Story” for January Cosmopoli- 
tan, aided by Michael Drury on the 
ghosting. “The Real Al Jolson” is 
Harry Akst’s story in the February 
issue, “as told to Ernest Lehman.” 
Songwriter Akst, was long-time 

accompanist and pal to Jolson. 
Incidentally, Cosmo's supervising 
editor Herbert T. Mayes, who also 
edits Hearst’s crack companion 
monthly, Good Housekeeping, has 
been grooming John J. O'Connell 


for the executive editor post on 
Cosmopolitan, to which he has 
been promoted. 





Prolific Thyra Winslow 
Thyra Samter Winslow, in be- 


through | 


By- | 


the | 


, and Quick mastheads, Cowles said, 
| and 30 others are getting severance 
|pay. Flair was edited by Cowles’ 
| wife,Fleur Fenton Cowles, who 
| continues as associate ed of the 
| other two mags. Flair, in its 
/eleventh and final issue, kids it- 
self with 13 satiric cartoons. 


CHATTER 
Tess Williams, formerly associ- 
ate editor of Seventeen, and before 
that with WOR, N. Y., appointed 
_mag’s press editor. 





Marguerite Higgins, N. Y. He- 
rald Tribune’s correspondent in 


Korea, has been signed for a series 
of lectures by the W. Colston Leigh 
agency. 

David B. Whalen, former film 
and theatrical publicist, now flack- 
jing for the Catholic Digest, a 
monthly pocket mag published in 
St. Paul. 

Louella Parsons, currently in 
her 29th year with the Hearst or- 
ganization, signed a new five-year 


contract to replace the old one 
which had one year to run. 
Peter Kavanagh, who wrote 


“The Story of the Abbey Theatre.” 
published recently by Devin-Adair 
Co., planning to leave the U. S. 
shortly and return to Ireland. 

Life staffers (Miss) Murray Mea- 
land and Russell Scot Leavitt mar- 
ried in Fairfield, Conn She's the 
daughter of Dick Mealand, novel- 
ist and former story editor for 
Paramount Pictures. 

Crown Publishers have issued a 
“Treasury of Slovak Folk Songs,” 
compiled by Leonhard Deutsch un- 
der the editorship of Rev. John J. 
Lach. Original words and English 
translations are printed along with 
the piano music. 

Random House will publish 
Joseph L. Mankiewicz’s script of 
the 20th-Fox picture, ‘‘All About 
Eve,” for the Christmas trade, with 
stills of Bette Davis, Anne Baxter, 
Celeste Holm, George Sanders 
and Gary Merrill. 

Authoress Mary K. Harris filed 
a $5,000 damage suit in N. Y. fed- 
eral court last week against Gen- 
eral Artists Corp. She charges 
she sent a script of “Sabirina and 
,the Porter’ to GAC in April, 1948, 
but the agency allegedly never re- 
turned it. 

James W. Eagan, Jr., former ad- 
vertising exec with the N.Y. 
Times and the Hearst organiza- 
tion, named board chairman of 
Chicago Stagebill, Inc. Latter or- 
ganization recently took over as- 
sets of Chicago Stagebill, a thea- 
trical publication, and Fieberg 
Press. 


Durante-NBC-T 


Continued from page 2 




















| 
‘at the Copa for two weeks only, 


|until Thomas’ advent (latter, how- 
‘ever, may be able to advance his 


tween her Go mag columnizing, | pre-booked February commitment). 


American mag short stories, etc.,| The Schnoz is slated for a more, 


is priming a new novel of ‘New | extended run in March, for a min- 








York life” for Putnam, for the fall 
of 1951, 

A quicker commission is for 
Abelard Press, to be titled “Think | 
Yourself Thin.” It’s the type of 
work that the tag implies. 





FDR Pictorial Biog | 

“FDR: A Pictorial Biography,” 
by Stefan Lorant, was published | 
by Simon & Schuster last week in | 
two editions, $3.95 hardcover and | 
$1.50 paperbound, | 

The 160-page book consists of 
, 3800 photographs as well as 40,000 | 
words of text. | 





Fleur’s Flair Folding 


Flair magazine, one of the most 
pretentious publishing ventures 
whose gatefold pages, special pa- | 
pers and trick inserts made it one | 
of the most talked about (and, 
kidded) journals of the past year, 
folds after the January, 1951, is- 
sue hits the stands Jan. 2. As edi- 
torial wags put it, Flair saw a lot 
of coin poured into the hole in 
Its cover—and finally disappeared | 
down the hole itself. 

Announcing its demise, Cowles 
Magazines prez Gardner Cowles 
said that production costs had 
risen over 35% since Flair was 
first planned in 1949. “The very 
critical foreign situation, the cer- 
tainty of further increases in costs 
and the likelihood of limitations on 
Paper availability in 1951 make 
unwise at this time continued pub- 
lication of Flair,” Cowles said. 

Mag had an average paid circu- | 
lation of over 200,000. Its 90,000 | 
Subscribers will be offered a choice | 
of a cash refund or of transferring | 
Subscriptions to Look or Quick, | 
other Cowles publications. Several | 
Flair staffers will be added to. Look | 


i had made. 


————_ 
A 


imum of four or five weeks. 
In between he has a couple of 
one-nighters for Hadacol and a 


Copa City, Miami, long four-day | 


weekend over New Year’s, opening 
Dec. 29. This was a date his late 
personal manager, Lou Clayton, 
It calls for 
$3,000 a day for the four days, 
plus fares, expenses, etc. 

Silvers, currently at the Copa, 
while concededly doing a good act 
has been unable to stem the sea- 
sonal pre-holiday slump. 

Durante is framing a Jan. 24 
show with Jose Ferrer—two “Cyra- 
nos’—and may defer Ferruccio 


Tagliavini, Met, opera tenor, until , 


later, rather than follow one chirp- 
er on top of his last week’s click 
with Helen Traubel, Wagnerian so- 
prano. 





$2,500- | 








Local Bluenosing 
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television case to be brought up to 
the Supreme Court recently from 
Pennsylvania. 


Latter were contesting the right 
of the state liquor contro) board 


to make them take licenses if they | 
showed television in their estab- 


lishments. In that case the U. S. 
third circuit ruled that such li- 


'censes did not constitute censor- 


ship of TV programs. 
In today’s appeal, the Pennsy]- 
vania film censors declared: 
“There is no evidence that the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion suspended licenses because of 


On Oct. 9, the Tri- | 
bunal refused to take an appeal 
from a group of taproom operators. 


| buildups. 


_ Obscenity of programs before the 
date of expiration of the license 

- - In holding that the Com- 
munications Act precluded Penn- 
Sylvania from censoring motion 
picture films used in television, the 
court below decided a Federal 
question probably in conflict with 
the line of decisions of this court, 
which held that police laws of a 
State are superseded only where 
the conflict is so direct and posi- 
tive that the two acts cannot be 
reconciled or consistently stand 
together,” 

The brief argued further that 
the High Court should consider 
whether the programs originate at 
Pennsylvania stations for Pennsy]- 
vania receivers. Brief said: 

“A television station in Pennsyl- 
vania broadcasts to many receiv- 


ing stations located in Pennsy]- 
vania. This commerce is intra- 
state. Interstate commerce is only 


involved if, and to the extent that. 
such programs are received out- 
side of Pennsylvania. 

“The fact that the film is made 
outside of Pennsylvania and sent 
to a broadcasting station in Penn- 
sylvania does not make the activity 
any less subject to the police pow- 
er of Pennsylvania. 

“The sending of a film from 
New York City to a broadcasting 
station in Pennsylvania merely 
provides a possible material for 
the use of the Pennsylvania sta- 
tion. The station may decide not 
to use it at all. The broadcasting 
or transmission begins at the 
Pennsylvania station and not be- 
fore.” 





ee ee 
Maggi McNellis 
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ent Search” and may even have'to 
extend her work on it a week until 
after the Skitch Hendersons (Faye 
Emerson) get back from. their 
honeymoon. According to present 
plans, however, Dec. 18 will be her 
last show for Vim’s, which is only 
local, whereas the other two— 
“Girls” and Maugham—are full 
network shows. Henderson will 
continue on the Vim’s-Motorola 
show with another femme vis-a-vis. 
He and Miss Emerson, who also has 
a flock of video commitments, are 
trying to work out substitutions for 
more than a week in order to make 
possible their Mexican marriage 
and a possibly extended honeymoon 
for over seven days. 








New Acts | 
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turn. Three men and a girl com- 
prise the act, with one of the men 
working atop a high bar and the 
others off the trampoline. 

_ Comedy is supplied by one of 
the men, a midget, who misses 
tricks, does falls and loses his 
pants on the trampoline. The 
other man does some topnotch 
acro work, including a double 
somersault. Girl does usual acro 
work with the high-bar man. Turn 
is excellent for vauders, Chan. 





ROSS HARVEY 
Dancing, birds 
10 Mins.; One 
Palace, N. Y. 

Ross Harvey has a turn that’s 
sure-fire in any house. Dancer 
works with five tiny lovebirds, 


‘terping while they hop from hand 


to hand. He opens with 4a pro- 
longed solo tap routine, then comes 
out with the birds. After transfer- 
ring them from one hand to the 
other, he goes into the audience 
and leaves them perched on the 
fingers of patrons. ; 
After going into another routine, 
he comes back for them and has 
one of them climb up his arm and 
leg, and follow him off. Appeal 
of the birds to the aydience is 
great, but Harvey could trim first 
solo dance. Otherwise, he’s a fine 
novelty for vauders and ar: 
van, 





TONG BROS. (3) 
Acro 

7 Mins. 
Paramount, N. Y. 


the Tong Bros. have added another 
guy to their act, and have emerged 
with a smooth-working acro trio. 
Working on a table, the three do 
the better run ‘of acro turns. 
There is the bit in which the 
bottom man, supporting one on 
his hands and the other on his 
legs, goes through a full turn and 
| back again. Best stunt, though, is 
one in which one gets on and off a 
table while balancing in partner 
on head, They work quickly and 
| smoothly, abstaining from hokum 
Chan. 


Previously caught as a twosome. | 





 SCULLY'’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








aes 


Hollywood, Dec. 1. 

Multifariously prize-winning as Jose Ferrer’s portrayal of “Cyrano 
de Bergerac” undoubtedly will become, thanks to the three-dimensional 
screen version of the Rostand classic as expertly manufactured by 
Messieurs Kramer, Gordon, Foreman, Glass, Tiomkin and Garutso, I 
feel an irritating sensation between my eyes and mouth (which could 
easily grow into a dissenting opinion), in this matter of their choice of 
a nose for the Gasconian gadfly. 

If interviewed I have no doubt that these gents would pass the buck 
and blame on to Joe and Gus Norin, pere et fils, and theatrical tradi- 
tion for their choice of a schnoz for Jose. They in turn would probably 
testify that they consulted Dr. Harold M. Holden, author of a volume 
briefly entitled “Noses,” a very learned fellow, a D.D.S. and a Ph.D., as 
well as a top man in plastic surgery. But I doubt that they were in- 
terested in beautifying the Beak, since the whole poetic plot revolves 
around his resolving his inferiority complex by dirking everybody who 
so much as mentions a nosegay in his bristling presence. , 

That such a complex is strictly literary and has nothing to do with 
everyday life can be proved by merely pointing out that Ferrer and I 
both have big noses, and as everybody knows we are as peace-loving as 
eagle-beaked doves. 

Brilliant, yes. But not bellicose. I have never been one to fight at 
the drop of a hat. When the owner bent down to pick it up I have 
been known, of course, to kick him in the head, but this was more in 
the realm of grand strategy than childish anger. 

Nice, Quiet Type 

I have found Jose much the same sort of fellow. Never one to be led 
around by his ample nose, he has not sabered a critic in two merely 
because the poor wight said the actor talked through his nose. Of 
course he talked through it. It’s a sounding board. He would never 
sound as magnificent as he does if he didn’t talk through his nose. 
Neither has he frothed with frenzy on being told he couldn’t see beyond 
his nose. His nose being what it is, that would make him a very long- 
sighted fellow. In fact to make the Philip Morris nose-test costs the 
tobacco people twice as much when they use Ferrer, for the simple 
reason that it takes twice as long for him to inhale. I have never been 
used at all, because the overhead quadruples when the agency asks for 
me, 

So far vou will observe I have not indulged in nosism, which is the 
practice of using “we” to project a strictly personah opinion, and I 
don’t intend to. It’s exclusively an editorial writer’s occupational dis- 
ease. But Ferrer and I know, even if nobody else does, that long 
before Cyrano became a 19th century stage character and now a 20th 
century picture star, he was a much more prosaic person in an even 
duller 17th century. Oh I know all about the era. France as a country 
was not even as old as Soviet Russia is today. Henri of Navarre had 
grabbed the throne and then tossed the crown to Louis XIII, a nine- 
year-old moppet who probably was more of a pest than a child star of 
Hollywood today. 

1 leave all that to name-droppers. 
sticks. Sure, he had a nose. But it wasn’t a ski run. Just anose. In 
fact, if anything, it went the other way. It shed rain instead of catch- 
ing it. So his nose did not go up as does the beautifully simulated 
prop employed by Jose Ferrer. This one, so beautifully photographed 
in three dimensions by the brand new lens of Steven Garutso, seems 
to be modeled more after the lines of Bob Hope—with extended op- 
tions. It follows Walter Hampden’s and Pasquale Amato’s models, but 
judging from photographs, it doesn’t follow toe closely Constant Coque- 
jin’s model, 


I’m sticking to the kid from the 


They Cost Five Grand Anyway 

Ferrer supposedly wore out 52 of these remarkably made noses, 
though according to a checkup of my “hoses” (‘a bit of British slang 
meaning police informers), the count actually was far short of this. 
In fact there is photographic proof of Ferrer surrounded by his rubber- 
tired nosepieces and some statisticians have checked the number as 
28. The highest count was 30. This is known as having a nose for 
news, or sticking your nose into other people’s business, depending on 
whether you're a peaceful fellow like me or a warmonger like my 
undistinguished opponents. 

The producers, being above all realists with an eye of money-saving 
short cuts, could have saved plenty by using Ferrer’s own nose. This 
would have been a fair compromise between the obvious fallacy of the 
contemporary conception of Cyrano’s nose and his actual pilot light. 

Not Like the Pascal Celery? 

Among Frenchmen I'd say Cyrano’s nose looked like Pascal's. I 
mean Blaise Pascal, the eminent mathematician, not ,the modern dia- 
lectician currently warming himself in Bernard Shaw's wornout tweeds, 
Blaise was a contemporary of Cyrano’s. 

To those who can’t be bothered to go so far afield for accuracy, 
Cyrano’s nose was more like George Washington’s. Or Jimmy Durante’s. 
Or even mine. In brief, a gripper, not a snow plow. I’m not being 
brushed aside either by Dr. Holden’s quotation from William Blake's 


| “Everlasting Gospel”: 


Thine has a great hook-nose like thine, 
" Mime has a snub-nose like to mine. 

Rostand being from Marseilles couldn't help exaggerate. All char- 
acters from down that way are notorious liars. Naturalism and realism, 
or even historical accuracy, are simply not in them, Thus they are 
mistaken for poets and dramatists. They have a zest that passes for 


om 


action and can make a Thirty Years War pass in a matter of hours. In 
fact in “Cyrano de Bergerac” that’s just about what Rostand did. 
His hero was a wit, a duelist, a poet and a musician of sorts. He 


seems to have antedated the contemporary critics of mry Saucerian 
researches with “A Comic History of Travels to the Moon and the 
Sun,” which I have not read but must try my hand at some time. That 
doubletalk Ferrer uses while tryihg to -keep de Guiche out of Roxane’s 
garden was supposedly lifted from Cyrano’s lunar migrations. 

Cyrano did write letters for another from the battlefield. But they 
were simple communiques to help out a poor character who could not 
wvite, Cyrano didn’t even know the guy’s wife, let alone love her. 

' The Inside Story, Eh? 

As for those duels 1 trail along with the answer of one who when 
asked by Cyrano, “Do you know how mafiy guys I killed last night?” 
replied, “Yes, half.” 

Further private researches in files still marked confidential have 
revealed that Cyrano ran into a braggart from the Midi (Duc du Jerque) 
who said he killed a hundred men. Cyrano said, “Did you say you 
killed five (cing)?” “I said I killed cent (100,” the braggart replied 
Cyrano flipped the braggart for a pratfall. “This will take down your 
figure to within reason,” he said. 

The Duc du Jerque scrambled to his feet and drew his sword. 
Cyrano ran him through without any more ado. “You may now in- 
scribe it in the Journal that I liquidated 101 men with one blow,” said 
Cyrano. “And by the way, drop the Savinien from my name. It’s 
too long for the marquees.” 

Thus a duel that started because cing and cent are easily confused 

in French dialects, which ended with one dead cavalier, ends today 
with 100 men attacking Jose Ferrer and being dropped one after an- 
other in as melancholy a substitution for excitement as I have seen in 
ears. . 
. Still, I would not have the scene eliminated. After all, it did give 
bit-parts to 100 actors instead of five, and under the circumstances I 
favor the more generous choice. They're nice fellows in the Kramer 
dynasty, make a fine commercial picture, but they still have to cater to 
,actors who look on duelling as entertainment. 
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Broadway 


New York Times film critic Bos- 
ley Crowther broke his big toe 
last week chopping wood. 


The Hal Hornes’ daughter, Bar- 
bara Sachs, marrying David Maf® 
gulies Dec. 20 at the Waldorf. 


Irving Berlin due back in two 
weeks from Honolulu where he 


! 





flew to join the ailing Joe Schenck. 

Janet Coan resigned from pub- | 
licity department at United Artists | 
to join David Green’s publicity | 
firm. 

Maurice Maurer, managing di- 
rector for Bijou, Victoria anc 
Astor theatres, returned from 10-| 
day trip to London and Paris. 

Al B. White, ex-emcee, opening 
a new eatery in Freeport, L. 
tomorrow (7) night—‘‘on the wrong 
side of the tracks.” as he bills it. 


Harry Sobol, now handling all of | Mary Emery, killing Frontier cus-| scenes in “The Lemon Drop Kid.” | 


Billy Rose’s publicity (nitery, the- 
arte, TV, etc.), to split up his p.r. | 
artnership with John McClain on 

an. 1. 

Hy Gardner, Herald Tribune's 
“Karly Bird” columnist, addressed 
the Woman Pays Club luncheon 
meeting at the Warwick yesterday 
(Tues.). 

Mitchell May, Jr., who special- | 
izes in show biz insurance, may be | 
associated with the Harry Brandt | 
syndicate seeking to acquire the | 
RKO theatre circuit. | 

Ann Mulvey, daughter of Gold- | 





wyn prez James A. Mulvey, en-|UNESCO after U. S. 


gaged to Ralph Branca, pitcher for | 
Brooklyn Dodgers. Mulvey family | 
owns 25% interest in the club. | 

E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, Paramount's | 
assistant sales chief, and Mrs. | 
O’Shea announced engagement of 
daughter Patricia Ann to Thomas 


John Worthington, of Sayre, Pa. | 


cializing in film biz. All-American | 
has given its account to Buchanan 
& Co., while Colonial goes to Mon- 
roe Greenthal. 

Songsmith Irving Berlin’s daugh- 
ter, Mary Ellin, a Time mag re- 
searcher, called on contemporary | 
songwriter Billy Rose for his story 
on bowing-out as syndicated col- | 
umnist because the latter ‘wanted 
more time to relax.” 

Radio-TV producer Mildred Fen- 
ton, sister of Mrs. Gardner (Mike) 
Cowles (former Fleur Fenton) mar- 
rying Frisco adman William Goetze 
in the Swedenborgian Church, 
S. F., next Sunday. He’s of the 
Elliott Goetze & Boone agency. 


Herbert Wilcox, British film 
producer-director; his actress-wife, 
Anna Neagle; actor Michael 
Wilding, thesper Clifton Webb, de- 
signer Cecil Beaton and _ music 
publisher Reg Connelly due in 
from Britain today (Wed.) on the 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Earl Blackwell, who co-founded 
Celebrity Service in 1938 with Ted 
Strong, has become corp’s sole 
owner, having bought out latter’s 
stock. Frances Van, with the or- 
ganization since its inception, re- 
turns in January as Blackwell’s of- 
fice manager, following a year’s 
leave. 

Al Palca, former 20th-Fox home- 





‘luncheon given at the Elysee. 


turning ’em away at both shows 
nightly. 

Louis Armstrong pecking away 
at his typewriter between «shows 
at Flamingo on life story as yet 
untitled. 


Hollywood 


Greer Garson to Dallas. 
Dennis Day planed to Chicago. 


Milton Grossman laid up with 


flu 





Las Vegas Little Theatre 
switched from ‘Front Page” to 
“Separate Rooms” because of cast- | 
ing snarl. 

Last Frontier New Year's eve | 
show has Jack Carson, Yvette, | 
Hqney Bros. Tommy Wells, Al, 
Donahue Orch. 

Hotel Shamrock reopened under | 
new management with Chirp Kay | 
Roanayne at piano alternating with 
Shamrock Trio. 

Betty Jane Watson, Jerry Austin 


'song duo signed for Xmas. Thun-| 


derbird show Dec. 
puppeteer Sid Kroft. 

Moppet Karen Emery, 5 years | 
daughter of Spitalny’s bassist, | 


21-28 with’ 


tomers with her “Night Before | 
Xmas” recital at every show. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse) 

Illya Lopert here from London 
on biz. 

Jacques Helian orch off on a| 
tour of Canada. 

Delta Rythm Boys at Club des | 
Champs Elysees. 

Bill Roach back at his desk at 


visit. | 
Ludmilla Tcherina signed with 
Powell and Pressburger for a/| 


three-picture deal. 
Borris Morros setting production 


of “Last Train From Berlin” with | 
a Henry Altimus script. 


Director Henri Clouzot back 


ph from South America and skedding 
Airlines appear to be going for | picture titled, 
ad agencies that have been spe-| with Brazilian 


“The Gods Horse,” 
locale. 


Songsmith Jean Rieux handed a. 


Legion of Honor by President of 


France Vincent dAuriol at a 


Odette Joyeux is a busy film 


produced. The book, “Cote Jar- | 
dan, will shortly appear in a pie | 
which Philipe Agostini will aon 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 

Art Mooney due in town to set | 
up plans for his new property, the | 
former La Boheme. | 
Phil Foster, Carlos Ramirez and 
Mary Kaye Trio opened at Five} 
O'Clock Club Sunday (3). | 


Casablanca hotel negotiating for | 
a network wire to air 
Cugat’s music. He opens there 
Dec. 20 for two weeks. 


Lou Irwin at Roney Plaza for 
rest. Has plenty of offers from 
local niteries for Ritz Bros., Peter 
Lind Hayes and others of his list- 
ings. 

Sherry Frontenac hotel signed 
AGVA minimum wage agreement 
and now has Rex Dale and Marty 
Allen, plus Laurette Foster head- 
ing show. 











office radio publicity manager, 
getting associate producer and 
original screenplay credit on Co- 
lumbia’s upcoming “Globetrotter 
Story.” filo. based on the Harlem 
Globetrotters . xetball 
Sedney Buchm«, is producer, with 
mas Gomez featured. 

John Maicolm Goldsmith (not 
John ‘.chulman, who is a w.k. copy- 
right attorney) is marrying Betti 
Schinasi, daughter of Mrs. Ruby 


Schinasi of the Waldorf Towers. 
Bride .o-be’s sister Leonora (Bub- 
bie Mrs. Arthur Hornblow, Jr., 


wife .£ the Metro producer. Gold- 
. is with WB press dept. in 


Las Vegas, Nev. 
By Bill Willard 

Dusty Brooks’ Sepia Tones at 
Club Bingo. 

Lewis R. Foster in to gather 
data for pic “Las Vegas Story.” 

Hollywood group eyeing Las 
Vegas for teevee pic locations. 

_ La Rue eatery in final construc- 
tion, prepping for Xmas opening. 

Gene Nelson, “West Point” hoof- 
ae sensash, in for rest between 
oom 1 + versatile hoofer- 
: er he over at Th i 
indefinitely. eee 
wilt 

ill Dec. 7 with Richard and Fl 
Stuart and the Romanos. wi 

Georgie Price headlining show 
at El Rancho Vegas, with thrush 
Dorothy Dandridge supporting. 

Carmen Cavallaro inked for 
Jan. 12 at Last Frontier, with 
Willy Shore following on the 26th. 


Phil Spitalny in at Last Frontier 
for a month at $15,000 per week 


team. | 


Torme tops Thunderbirds | 


dance studio at Sans Souci and 
|}are currently featured in Blue 
|Sails room there with Jose Cur- 
| belo’s orch. 

| Joseph Cotten due in Dec. 11 for 
first offering of revived Miami 
Civic theatre (mee Mayfair) pro- 
duction of “Susan aera’ God.” Pro- 
ceeds of preem night go to Variety 
Tent’s Children’s Hospital. 


Palm Springs 


By Dorothy Gray 

Eddie and Ida Cantor resting 
here for two weeks. 

Linda Darnell resting at Hotel 
La Quinta with daughter Lola. 

. “Tee Classics of 1951” opens at 
the Del Tahquitz hotel Friday (8). 

Robert Taylor and Barbara Stan- 
wyck have leased a house for a 
month beginning Dec. 15. 

Jack and Mary Benny back in 
their desert home; he’ll air tis ra- 
dio show from here. 

While Richard Whorf appears on 
Broadway in “Season in the Sun,” 
Bill Seiter and wife Marian Nixon 
have leased his home here. 

Gloria de Haven at the Racquet 
Club for a few days’ rest with 
daughter Kathy before starting 
“Two Tickets to Broadway.” 
| Kirk Douglas resting before fi- 
,nal retakes on “The Travelers.” 
He leaves for New York next week 
to spend Christmas with his young- 
sters. 

The Rudy Vallees back in their 
hore until Jan. 6. Vallee opens 
at the chi chi Starlite Room Xmas 
Eve. Nick Lucas currently packing 
em in there. 

Another Firehouse Five plus 








| the Racquet Club. The Van John- 
sons, Max Gilfords, Al Halls, Bill 


| Powells among those expected to, 


attend. 


Xavier | 


Manor and Mignon took over | 


Two party for this Saturday (9) at | 


Marilyn Maxwell planed in from 
N.Y, 

Pat Neal and Warners called it 
quits. ; : 

Jayne Meadows ill with virus 
pneumonia. 


Trixie Friganza celebrated her 


* 79th birthday. 


Gordon Youngman hospitalized 
for an operation. 

Rufus LeMaire rushed to the 
hospital following a stroke. 

Suzanne Dalbert returned from 
a three-week tour of personals. 
Dinah Shore and George Mont- 
gomery in from Palm Springs. 

Chill and Betty Wills celebrated 
their 23d wedding anniversary. 

Bob Hope in again for added 


Billy Eckstine hospitalized in 


San Francisco with a gall eed 


ailment. 

Jean Castles leaving the CBS 
flackery to rejoin the WACS as a 
second lieutenant. 

Jack Bennys the 


moved into 


| Palm Springs mansion they bought | will accept the risks and its long- | 


from Bill Perlberg. 

Gene Autry starts Jan. 13 on a 
tour of 36 midwestern cities, open- 
ing in Topeka, Kans. 

Red Skelton takes off in two 
weeks for a cross-country stage 
tour, opening in St. Louis. : 

Paul Douglas broke two ribs 
during football practice for “The 
Guy Who Sank the Navy.” 

Stewart Granger drew a vaca- 
tion at Metro until mid-January 
when “Scaramouche” starts. 

Everett Sloane m from N. Y. 
where he obtained his release 
from the cast of “King Lear.” 

Sam Fuller returned from Wash- 
ington where he huddled with 
Army brass about a war picture. 

Joseph Dubin appointed chief of 
the legal department at Universal- 
International, a new post on that 
lot. 

Kroger Babb to Toronto for 
bo 


tions. ; 

Arthur Walge, after months in 
Rome with the “Quo 
troupe, checked out for a vacation 
in Honolutu. 

Pat Buttram returned to Gene 
Autry’s air show after 10 weeks in 
the hospital from injuries suffered 
in an explosion. 

Fire damaged the Key theatre, 
North Hollywood, causing a_post- 
ponement of the legiter, “While 
the Sun Shines.” 

Joe MacDonald won the Septem- 
be 
of Cinematographers for his lens- 
ing of ‘Panic in the Streets,” 

Ernest Turnbull leaves for Aus- 
tralia this week to resume his 
chores as managing director of 
Hoyt’s, Ltd., a 20th-Fox subsid- 
ary. 





London 


Harry Alan Towers off on an- 
other quickie trip to New York. 

Yvonne de Carlo due here to 
star in “Hotel Sahara” to be lensed 
at Pinewood. 

Margaret Johnston and Maria 
Schell inked for femme leads in 
the “Life of Friese-Greene.” 

Hall, Norman & Ladd booked 
for pantomime dates in the Gran- 
ada production of “Cinderella” 
which opens Dec. 26 

Bill Johnson doing a series of 
vaude dates before he opens in 
“Kiss Me, Kate” next year, starting 
at Birmingham Christmas week. 

Chelsea Arts Ball is being held 
two days early, on Dec. 29, so that 
Britain’s Sunday Observance laws 
will not interrupt the New Year 
revels 

Lloyd Lind, of Monogram In- 
ternational, sailed for America after 
two weeks here huddling with 
C. J. Latta and looking at new As- 
sociated British product. 

“The Four Poster,” Jan Hartoes’ 
two character play, folds Dec. 9 
at Ambassador after an_ eight- 
week run. “Lace on Her Petticoat” 
moves in the following week. 

Sir Alexander Korda and Sidney 
Bernstein heading committee or- 
ganizing a memorial to Humphrey 


Jennings, documentary director 
who was killed in Greece last 
September. 


ton and Merie! Forbes head organi- 
zation to sell Christmas cards for 
a theatrical charity designed by 
| Lilli Palmer, Rex Harrison and 
| Ralph Richardson. 
|. Dinah Sheridan planed out for 
Kenya to take up the only femme 
role in “No Vultures Fly,” and 
|witl spend four months in the 
|jungle. Harry Watt is directing 
ithis for Michzei Balcon. 

John Tore dickering with Holly- 
_wood for sale of the film rights to 
Golden City,” his musical which 
|ran at the Adelphi during the 


|summer and is to tour next year. 





M 
|next summer, 


ard meetings of his Canadian | ] 
star having authored the play, “Le | theatre and distribution corpora-;the Allied High Commission's UFA 
|Chateau de Carrefour,” soon to be | 


Vadis” 


r award of the American Society | 


ay come back to the West End i” 


—— 





Ex-Nazis In German Pix 


Continued from page 1 


7 < 
‘with initial funds of 15,000,000 
marks ($3,600,000). 


Financial backers are the state 
of North Rhine-Westphalia with 12,- 
000,000 marks ($2,900,000), while 
the additional 3,000,000 marks 
| ($700,000) are divided by the giant 
Oetker baking powder manufactur- 


| 














from both the new group and pro- 
ducers, who fear the influx of all 
the old pix, which, qualitatively, 
many times outrank the new prod- 
ucts. 


Biz side of the North Rhine- 
Westphalia combine seems further 
; assured by other ex-UFA toppers, 
jing firm in Bielefeld, Dr. Grenier, | like Alfred Greven, director of 
a a byes age a Ste or film ao (Continen- 
/nen r er is amon €|tale Filmgesellschaft) in Franc 
itop financial supporters of chancel- during the war, Dr. + date pa 
lor Konrad Adenauer’s Christian | Dahigruen, former head of the 
| Democratic party. It is envisaged | Cautio holding company (an UFA 
lthat these financers will first supply | branch), which handled all propa- 
eo marks ($360,000) through | ganda material; Josef Hein, chief 
a famburg trade bank and the | of German pic subsidiaries during 
(North Rhine-Westphalia Coopera-|the war in ‘Czechoslovakia, and 
Pfennig, ex-assistant of 








| tive Bank, latter representing trade | Bruno 
‘union influence. On the other hand, ; Winkler. 


the North Rhine-Westphalia state 
Camp Shows 


}will supply a  5,000,000-6,000,000 | § 
Continued from page 2 








/marks ($1,200,000-$1,450,000) long- | 
| term credit to a bank closely af- | 
|filiated with the state. The state | 








|term credit is expected to be the 
| basis of short-term credits ranging 
| between 11,000,000 to 14,000,000 
|marks ($2,450,000 to $3,350,000). 

Outfit plans to distribute its pix, 
| while a special side deal would pro- 
vide for a purported “independent” 
exhibition, providing, of course, 
|top priority and, possibly, exclu- 
‘sive bookings. (Allied decarteliza- 
tion laws prohibit the establish- 
|ment of handling production, dis- 
‘tribution anda exhibition in one 


company. However, two-way, pro- || 
ices for the Armed Forces, group 


|duction-distribution link is per: | > 
|mitted). ‘recently created to build up serv- 


; ‘ice entertainment, is expected to 
'UFA property within tHe state of tion. Camp Shows is also expected 
North Rhine-Westphalia. This in-|t@ join forces. Idea is to cash in on 
‘volves 18 of the 40 first-run thea-|the widely publicized USO name 
tres, which UFA owned and which | Which was built up so well in 
are supposed to be auctioned under | World War II. 

Although the USO is completely 
voluntary and private, Government 
sources have been maneuvering 
‘behind scenes to get it under way 
'and operating. This drive has been 
ispearheaded by the President's 
Committe. for Religion and Wel- 
fare for the Armed Forces, a com- 
mittee named by President Tru- 
| man. 


| Board. Salvation Army, National 
| Catholic Committee and Traveller's 
|Aid. In addition, two persons have 
| been named to represent the public 
‘at large, and one from Camp 
: Shows, Inc. In the past, though it 
| was affiliated financially with USO, 
Camp Shows operated independ- 
, ently. 

| Present aim — which is backed 
by official Washington—is to con- 
'solidate all entertainment efforts 
under one aegis. Associated Serv- 


decartelization law. These theatres 
|include the Apollo, in Duesseldorf, 
a 3,000-seater and _ biggest in 
|Germany, into which some 1,000,- 
| 000 marks ($240,000) have already 
been poured from UFA funds in 
,that state. Additionally, they plan 
|to acquire a studio somewhere in 
| Western Germany. Most of West- 
ern Germany’s modern studios are 
|UFA-owned and are presently only 
\leased to the producers. 


Masterminding the gigantic 
scheme are Nazidom’s most prom- |] 
inent film personalities. Besides the |" 
aging Alfred Hugenberg, a Krupp- cal equipment, $125 rental of sound 
tycoon and former founder of UFA,| equipment, $464 local equipment 
generally regarded as the “grey | and operation, $990 railroad fares, 
eminence” behind both the new , $803 hauling, $380 publicity costs, 
combine and the UFA liquidation | $410 departmental expense, $900 
sabotage plan, the group includes | rehearsal costs, and $840 other ex- 
the cream of executives who helped pense, including $350 office ex- 
Hitler tick by the way of creating | pense. 
and running the Nazi film | As of Oct. 28, the income from 
~~. |; South Pacific Enterprises, which 

Top execs in the new combine leases the use of the title and cov- 
will include such names as Dr. ers other incidental projects, 
Ludwig Klitzsch, former general | amounted to nearly $133,400. The 
manager of UFA, who took over $300,000 distribution made at that . 
when Hugenberg handed the com- time brought the tctal profits to 
pany to the Nazis, and Dr. Max $1,295,000 up to then. There were 
Winkler, former deputy of propa-| additional undistributed profits of 
ganda minister Josef Goebbels and $143,600, a sinking fund, advertis- 
Reich commissioner for films.’ ing fund and other assets of $61,- 
Winkler was imprisoned in Nuren- 200. 


berg for one year and another year | itti 
in the Bad Nenndorf internment | The Broadway company, biting 


camp for Nazis, but he was later | 2 invariable gross of $50,800, is 
cleared by a British Zone denazi- | making an operating profit of over 
fication court in Hamburg. | $11,000 a week. 


Also important in the group is | 
Media-Prockter 


Dr. Walter Haupt, presently Brit- 
Continued from page 9 











Touring ‘Pacific’ 


Continued from page 1 























ish Zone custodian for UFA prop- 
erty and member of the five-man 
German UFA liquidation commit- | }L 
tee. A Nazi party member since | 
1933, Haupt cooperated with Wink- | Samuel Goldwyn.) Film is to be a 
ler during the Hitler times. | combination of live action, line 
Importance of the necessity of | drawings and animation in both« 
the UFA breakup (and the terrific | black and white and color. House- 
significance of the case if this|man will produce, with John Hub- 
should not materialize) is the fact | ley, United Productions veepee, as 
that it is the biggest single pic| director. Film will integrate four 
industry asset in Western Ger-| Thurber stories into one unit, in- 
many. Beside holding the 40 first-| cluding “You Could Look It Up,” 
runs and the largest studios, the | “The Greatest Man in the World,” 
50,000,000 mark ($12,000,000) com-| “The Battle of the Sexes” and 

















| bine also has hundreds of pix “The White Deer.” 
Elizabeth Allan, Margaret Leigh- | oe 


valuable assets. Prockter this week named Paul 


| Stalling tactics against the break- | White, former European manager 
up, which under the High Com-|for David O. Selznick, as motion 
| mission law must be completed by | pictures veepee. First film sched- 
|Jan. 1, 1952, were best demon- uled for production is “Big Story,” 
strated at the first auction of UFA _based on his radio and TV pro- 
| property, held at Wiesbaden on | grams of the same title. It’s to be 
Nov. 15. Nine “B” pix went under budgeted, according to White, at 
| the hammer, but only three pros- | $500,000, and a distribution deal is 
| Pective buyers turned up. Two pix} currently being worked out. Jerry 
pews sold after one bid of the! Wald-Norman Krasna unit at RKO 
minimum 5,000 marks ($1,200) for | had talked with Prockter about do- 
| each. Pix, one made in 1935 and ing “Big Story,” but the deal was 
| the other in 1936, were bought by|never consummated.  Prockter’s 
| Sternverleih distribs of Hamburg. | schedule of five films for 1951 in- 
|The auction itself cost 45,000 marks | cludes two A’s, on budgets of 
$500,000 or more, and three B’s, 


10,700). 
White said, 





This was explained as pressure 
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“Madame X” and “Rio Grande,” 


OBITUARIES 


HOWARD KYLE 

Howard Kyle, 89, veteran actor 
who had appeared with Helene 
Modjeska, Julia Marlowe and Mrs. 
Minnie Maddern Fiske, died in 
New York, Dec. 1. He had been 
an actor for more than 50 years, 
retiring about 10 years ago. 

He made his professional debut in 
1884 in “Hamlet.” His first N. Y. 
appearance was in 1887 as. Lucius 
in ‘“Virginius” at the Windsor the- 
atre on the Bowery. 

He originated the role of David 
Barrett in “Way Down East” and 
starred on tour in ‘‘Nathan Hale,” 
“Rosemary” and “John Ermine of 
Yellowstone.” At the turn of the 
century he played in a revival of 
Sardou's “Diplomacy,” with Rose 
and Charles Coghlan. 

Kyle appeared in “Anthony and 
Cleopatra” and “The Servant in 
the House;” in “Joseph and His 
Brethren,” under the direction of 
George C. Tyler, and with Chrystal 
Herne in “Polygamy.” 

Ile portrayed Castor with the 
Coburn Players in “Electra,” Mo- 
zart in “The Greater Love” in 
1906, and the title role in “The 
Evangelist” in 1907. 

In 1910 he was The Voice in the 
production of “Mary Magdalene.” 
He impersonated Prospero in “Cal- 
iban,”’ a masque founded on “The 


| John Rogers, and Dione. 


enerally regarded as one of the! 
top straightmen of his era. | 

Survived by his wife, Sari; two | 
daughters, Gloria, wife of producer 
A son, 
George and a brother, Sam, also 
survive, 

LEW ROSENTHAL 

Lew Rosenthal, 74, co-owner of 
the Iowa theatre, Waterloo, Ia., 
died in that city Dec. 4, of a heart 
ailment. He began in show busi- 


ness as a vaudeville performer 
and was partnered with his wife 
Mabel Riehm in the Rose and 


Severens comedy act which toured 
vaude in the 1900's. He later op- 
erated a booking agency. 

During the past four years, 
Rosenthal had been operating the 
Iowa theatre in partnership with 
his nephew, Nathan Rosenthal. 

Wife and daughter survive. 





WALTER R. IMMERMAN 

Walter R. Immerman, 59, vice- 
president and general manager of 
Balaban & Katz circuit, died of 
a heart attack in Chicago, Dee. 3. 

Born in Chicago, Immerman was 
an employee of the old Lubliner- 
Trinz circuit when it was acquired 
by B&K over two decades ago. In 
1928 he was manager of the Chi- 


IN MEMORY OF 


DAMON RUNYON 


PAUL SMALL 





Tempest” by Percy Mackaye, in 
celebrations of Shakespeare’s 300th 
anniversary in New York and Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

Others of his outstanding roles 
were as Julius Caesar, Malvolio in 
“Twelfth Night;” the Rector in 
*“Magda;” Jacques in “As You Like 
It,’ and Sir Edward Mortimer in 
“Marie Stuart.” 

Kyle was a founder and an early 
recording secretary of Actors 
Equity, from which he later with- 
drew to become secretary of the 
Actors Fidelity League. 

A member of The Players for 60 
vears, he was a life member of the 
Actors Fund of America and an 
honorary member of the Century 
Theatre Club. 

His wife, Amy Urcilla Hodges 
Kyle, survives. 





RUFUS LEMAIRE 

Rufus Lemaire, 55, Universal- 
International production executive, 
died in Cedars of Lebanon hospi- 
tal, Les Angeles, Dec. 2, after 
suffering a cerebral hemorrhage 
on Wednesday night (28). 
viewed a picture at Leo Spitz’s 
home and complained of illness. 
Returning home, he was suddenly 
st ‘mee and rushed to the hospi- 
tal. 

Born in Fort Worth, he went to 


He had | 


cago theatre there. From 1928 to 
1930 he was general manager of 
the circuit’s theatres in Detroit. 
For the past 20 years he handled 


the top post for the firm in Chica- | 


go, and last year had been named 
a vice-president 
mount divorcement decree. 
Immerman was on the board of 
directors of the LaRabida Sani- 


tarium, and was a member of the, 


Variety Club of Illinois, of which 
he was Chief Barker in 1948. He 
was stricken in his auto while re- 


turning from his home in Mc- 
Henry, Ill. to his apartment in 
Chicago. 


He leaves wife and two sons. A 
brother, Elmer, chief of the per- 
sonnel division of the circuit, also 
survives, 


WALTER L. MAIN 
Walter L. Main, 88, who at one 


time owned one of the top cir-' 


cuses, died in Geneva, O., Nov. 29. 
He began his career in 1876 as a 
program boy with a one-wagon 
cireus his father, William L., had 


joined. When his father later took | 
the show, | 


over management of 
which had grown to 40 wagon out- 
fit, he became an advance agent. 
He later had his own show. | 
Main survived three failures, 
one financial, another caused by a 


IN MEMORIAM 


DAMON RUNYON 


December 10, 1946 





N ih-ee & youth where he 
Started as an office‘boy for Frank 
Bohn in 1913. He was with the 
Shubert office , hile and 
iter Ww. associated Ed 
Daviaow, who booke onday 
night concerts at the Winter 


Garden, N. Y. His major legit 
production was “LeMaire’s Affairs” 
which co-starred Sophie Tucker 
and Ted Lewis and had long runs 
on Broadway and Chicago. 

For a_ brief time, 
worked in the William Morris 
Agency at a time when the office 
had a myriad of beginners in show 
biz who later hit their stride on 
the Coast. Included were produc- 
ers Bill Perlberg, Fred Kohlmar 
and Lew Schreiber, latter now 
assistant to 20th-Fox production 
chief Darryl F. Zanuck. 

LeMaire went to Hollywood in 
1929 where he started with Co- 
lumbia Pictures as a casting di- 
rector. He later held similar posi- 
tions with Metro, Warner Bros. 


aramount, 20th-Fox and Univer- 


Sa 
He was a brother of the late 


LeMaire | 


ED WEINER 


train wreck near Tyrone, Pa., in 
1893, in which 11 performers were 
killed, and the third a fire which 
destroyed his show. The circus 
gradually became smaller, becom- 
ing a truck circus and wild west 
show in its declining years. He re- 
tired in 1937. 

He was a member of the Circus 
Saints and Sinners and the Circus 
Friends of America. His wife, 
Louise, died last year. 


JAMES K. McGUINNESS 
McGuinness, 57, 


James Kevin 
producer of films, former maga- 


zine and newspaper ; 
leader in the anti-Communist fac- 
tion in Hollywood, died after a 
heart attack in New York, Dee. 4. 

Before going to Hollywood in 
1927, McGuinness was _ sports 
writer for the old New York Tele- 
gram, did the Sun Dial eolumn for 


the New York Sun and wrote the | 


Talk of the Town column for The 
New Yorker. ; 

An independent producer in re- 
cent years, he turned out such 


films as “They 


after the Para-' 


Were Expendable,” ! 


currently running on Broadway. 
McGuinness first went to Holly- 
wood as a Fox script writer. He 
later became an executive with 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer. 
Surviving are his» wife, two sis- 


| George LeMaire (Conroy &), gen-,ters and a brother. 


SAMUEL GOLDSTEIN 
Samuel Goldstein, 56, president 
of Commonwealth Pictures and 


treasurer of Guaranteed Pictures, 
died in New York, Nov. 28, as a 


‘result of injuries sustained in the 


Long Island Railroad disaster. 
Goldstein was associated for 

over 30 years with M. D. Sackett 

in Guaranteed and Commonwealth 


IN MEMORIAM 


Charles and Ann Stern 


MARK 





Pictures, having begun his indus- 
try career in 1914 as clerk for Re- 
liance Films. 
jteed Pictures with Sackett in 1918 
and was associated with him until 
his death. 


Surviving are his wife, three 
children; mother, two sisters and 
two brothers, one of them Louis 


Goldstein, Columbia 
manager in Germany. 


Pictures 


CHARLES S. MORGAN, JR. 
Charles S. Morgan, Jr., 75, one- 


time Broadway producer, died 
Nov. 28 in Philadelphia. Morgan 
was closely identified for many 


years with Mask & Wig Club pro- 
ductions of the Univ. ot Penn. and 
directed and participated in more 
than 30 of the Wigger’s musicals. 

On Broadway, he was one of the 


producers of Victor Herbert’s 
“Sweethéarts.” At times he had | 
been director for the Princeton 
Triangle Club, the Mimes of the 


U. of Michigan and the Masquerad- 
ers of the U. S. Naval Academy. 

A sister and two brothers sur- 
vive. 


MICHAEL FITZPATRICK 

Michael Fitzpatrick 87, former 
vauder and composer, died in 
Brooklyn, Dec. 3. He played the 
vaude circuits in an act with his 
brother, William, who died in 
1941. Together they sang tunes 
composed by the former. 

Among the numbers composed 
_by Fitzpatrick were ‘Daddy’s 
Mill,” “Who Tied the Can to the 
Old Dog’s Tail,” “You Give Me 
Your Love,’ “Ham and Eggs,” 


MAUREEN RIO. 


In sad and loving memory of 


my darling 


DEC. 
God has you in 
I have you in 


11th, 1945 
his keeping, 
my heart. 


MOTHER 





“The 
had 


and 
which 
been closing number of the Prim- 
rose & West's Minstrels. 

He was a member of ASCAP 
i since 1941. 


| 


‘“Mother’s Prayer,” 
Chimes of Trinity,” 


FRANK F. CROOK 
Frank F. Crook, 48, Pawtucket, 
‘R. I., industrialist, whose interests 
included part ownership of radio 


station WFCI, Providence-Paw- 
tucket, was killed in an automobile 
erash in North Attleboro, Mass., 
_ Dec. 1. 


Crook, confidante of U. S. Atty. | 


Gen. J. Howard McGrath, was re- 
turning from an automobile deal- 
ers’ meeting in Boston with his 
general manager, C. Leo Cronin, 


when the car crashed with a trail- , 
/er truck, killing both men. 


Besides his wife, Crook leaves a 
| daughter and two sisters. 


MAURICE SWERDLOW 
Maurice Swerdlow, 56, pianist 
and bandleader who was formerly 
with the bands of Paul Whiteman 


| 
| 


| 


Mt. Sinai hospital, Philadelphia. 
Swerdlow 


As a composer, au 
/thored “Fight, Temple, Fight” 
Temple University, and nun « 
| Jewish songs for Jewish s! He 
was pianist and arrang¢ W hite- 
/-man in 1922-23, and \4 Mevel 
Davis leader for ! A sis- 
ter survives. 

H. GARFIELD CORNIN | 

H. Garfield Corwin, 72, pianist 


writer and @/ and bandleader, died in Riverhead, | 


iL. I, Dee. 4. on 

| Corwin, a one-time pianist at 
\N. Y. Strand thestre, had also con- 
| ducted own orch at the old Hotel 
| Navarre, N. Y. 


| 


THRUSTON WRIGHT 

Thruston Wright, 70, president 
of the board of the Pittsburgh Sym- 
|phony Orchestra since 1941. died 
Nov. 26 in Toledo, O., after a heart 
attack. 


Wright, a prominent Pittsburgh 


He formed Guaran- | 


and Meyer Davis, died Dec. 2 ine 


! 

_ businessman and civic leader, had 
been one of the most influential 
' figures in raising the stature of the 
Pittsburgh Symphony from an ob- 
scure place to one of the leading 
| organizations of its kind in the 
country. 


WILLIAM PLATT 

William Platt, 66, a magician and 
escape artist known professionally 
as the Great Everett, died in New 
York, Dec. 1. 

Platt retired from active show 
business 10 years ago but donated 
his services as a magician to en- 
tertain service men during World 
War 11. 

Surviving 
and a 


are his 


brother. 


Wife, a sister 


JOHN H. NIBLOCK 

John Horace (Nibs) Niblock. 53. 
assistant treasurer for the past 10 
years at the Royal Alexandra the- 
atre, Toronto, died in that city 
Nov. 28, while being operated on 
for cancer of the lung. 

Survived by wife, two sons and 
three daughters. 


NOTIS KOQMNENOS 

Notis Komnenos, 52, former dis- 
trict manager of Skouras theatres 
in New Jersey, died in Jersey City, 
N. J., Dec. 3, after a heart attack. 
He had been with the chain for 
22 years, prior to leaving recen Ky 
to form own trucking business. 

A son, mother and two sisters 
survive, 


BARNEY BARNARD 
L. (Barney) Barnard, 66, vet- 
eran newspaperman and tormer 
D. W. Griffith assistant director, 
died Dec. 4 in Pasadena, Cal. of 
a stroke. He left newspaper work 
to assist Griffith on “Birth of a Na- 
tion.” Later he was publicity di- 
rector for Thomas Ince Production. 


J. 


WILBUR B. GRANT 
Wilbur B. Grant, 50, manager of 
the Manor theatre, Prospect Park, 


Pa., died at his home in Manoa, 
Pa., Nov. 28. 
He was associated with the 


Warner Bros. circuit tor 25 vears. 
Wife and two children survive. 
EUGENE W. KING 
Eugene W. King, 66, stage and 
screen actor, died Nov. 26 in Hol- 
lywood. 
His last role was in 
Caruso” at Metro. 


SAM STOLL 
Sam Stoll, 55, sales manager ol 
Paramount’s branch in Chicago, 
died of a heart attack in that city 
last Nov. 29. 
His wife, Irene, survives. 


“The Great 


Robert H. Winston, 35, former 
assistant manager of R.K.O. thea- 
tres in N. Y., died Dec. 2 in N. Y. 
Survivied by sister Elizabeth, 
agent for longhair artists. 


| Richard W. McLaughlin, 23, 
sports and newscaster at WFRP, 
Savannah, Ga., died Nov. 26 in Sa- 
_vannah. Survived by parents. 

} ee 
| George Hamill, 60, siudio tech- 
'nician, died on the Universal-In- 
‘ternational lot Dec. 1, following a 
heart att.! 


che 


Wife, of Henry L. Nathan 
son, hee of Metro Pictures of 
Canada, diw! Nov. 30 in Toronto 


by husband ar aug 


, Survivec 
Mother of © 
ager of Rv 
Toronto, @ 
Nov. 28 in | 
Everett H. ; ». brother of 
H. Wayne Vey; internal Rev- 
enue Burefy’s shov biz expert, ! 
' died Dec. } jn F)' tt Citv, Md. 





Charles F 143 8, protectionist, 
died in (| Vov. 23. Sur- 
vived son. 

LEdv ’ ecker, 60, pro- 

et) .n Chiéago, Nov. 22. 
\' urvive. 

Miot) , of John Hoffman, 
screcl tor, died Nov. 29 in 
Holl, xd 

MARRIAGES 

Lillia ze Brown to dome 
Brokz Boston, Der ° tall 
,announ at WC 

Bar >a! Helln to ‘lan V 
Iselin, A!vany, Dec Bride | 
daughter o1 Neil ‘fel! 1 A; 
| Hellman Theatres; liv pioyed 


by the circuit. 

Eleanor Goodrich to Robert Guil- 
bert. Chicago, Nov. 30. He's with 
J. Walter Thompson radio dept. in 

‘hi. 

Nancy Granger to Neil Smith, 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 23. Bride was 
former property mistress at Pitts- 
i burgh Playhouse. 














Merit Awards 


Continued from page 2 


‘ample of consecutive, uninter- 
rupted effort since its World War 
II streamlining, the roster of top 
show biz names dwindled to 
scattered individual efforts when 
Camp Shows became dormant in 
1946. VA spokesmen are openly 
eager for the industry to carry 
the entertainment ball for hospi- 
talized vets once more, now that 
VHCS is back i.. business 

There has been no recent ex- 
ample of show biz cooperation as 
impressive, fer example, as the all- 
out hospital productions, complete 
with entire casts, of “Kiss Me, 
Kate,” “South Pacific’ and ‘“De- 
tective Story.””’ However, VA offi- 
cials point ou‘ that smaller scale 
entertainment is constantly going 
on where it counts most, in hospi- 
tals off the beaten track. VHC- 
Shows has continued the policy of 
its predecessor. USO-Camp Shows, 
by concentrating its efforts largely 
in the hinterlands. Hospitals near 
the centers of entertainment, such 








as @ew York, Los Angeles, and 
Chicago, virtually take care of 
themselves. 

Most effective stints are fre- 


quently the least pretentious, one 
VA spokesmar pointed out. Recent 
series of dramatic readings by 
Basil Rathbone and John Carra- 
dine in a Vets Neuropsychiatric 
hospital built up such great in- 
terest that the patients themselves 
were soon making their own re- 
quests. 

Although VA was bogged down 
in its efforts to stimulate a 1950 
edition of “Take Hollywood to the 
Hospitals,” the VHCS tour of top 


flight filmites inaugurated as a 
yearly feature in ‘48, the celeb 
tours of music greats have fared 


better. Carried on by Artists ‘Vet- 
erans’ Hospital Programs. group 
angelled by Jean Tennyson, a re- 
cent recipient of a VA Merit 
Award, over 300 top longhair—and 
some pop-artists—-are actively par- 
ticipating in the program. 

Hospital bookings for the music 
corps are arranged along with their 
professional tours and are one of 
the most active aspects of the 
entire VA recieational agenda. The 
Met, for example, sets up hospital 
p.a.’s as a regular part of ils tours. 

Recent troupers on the VA mu- 
sical circuit include Margaret Tru- 
man, Andre Kostelanetz, Nelson 
Eddy, Benny Goodman, Vivian 
Della Chiesa, Leonard Warren and 
Yehudi Menuhin. Exciting aspect 
of the work is the accent on per- 
sonal contact with the boys. Pianist 
Rudolph Serkin, for example, will 
gladly play for three or four pa- 
tients. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Howard S. Cull- 
man, son, New York, Nov. 29. 
Father is owner of the Hammer- 
stein theatre, N. Y.- (sublet to Co- 
lumbia Broadeasting), lessee of the 


Alvin theatre, and a_ prominent 
legit investor. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Burch, son. 
Burbank Cal., Nov. 27. Father 
a radi roducer. 
M Mi rC. Rie' % 
‘Nea, N ye ther ¢ 
ra _ hl 
M Lesiie, son 
nti Nout 28. Parent 
ad Gene Leslie, ball- 
Jiil. 
and Mrs. Sidney iokaw, 
sor inta Moniea, Nov. 29. Father 
is a studio orchestra manager, 
Mr and Mrs. Frederick Steiner, 
daugl' Hollywood, Nov. 30. 
Father in orch leader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jan Kiepura, son, 
Paris, recently. Father is concert 
Martha 


tenor; mother is actress 
Eggerth. 

OMr. and Mrs. William Wyler, 
daughter, Hollywood, Nov. 25. 


'Mother is the former Margaret Tal- 
lichet: father is a producer-dir- 
ector at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Marcus, son, 
New York, Nov. 25. Father is art 
director for Loew’s Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Shanley, twin 
sons, New York, Nov. 27. Father 
is a drama reporter for the N. Y. 

' Times. 

Mr. and Mrs. 
con, New York, 


Patrick Wilmot, 
Dec. 1. Father is 
-“ieoht: mother is 


‘ nemtue 
sid var 
tive of, 
tume ¢ 


-— Mr 


Yonke 
| rector 
Playhi 
Mr. 
daug! 
Fathe 
singe 
M1 
daug 
a b 
Pow 











__ Wednenay, December 6, 1950 _ 














































































































































































- POT OF GOLD 


BUSHEL AND A PECK... 
BEYOND THE REEF 4” 


Ae With Margaret Whiting © 


2 ABC FULL NE — vA ES SILVER BELLS r et 


| With Margaret Whiting 
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